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Loew's $3,000,000 Pension Plan OK'd 
By Govt; Covers Stars, Execs, Others 


U. S. Internal Revenue Dept. on? 


Monday (17) okayed the proposed | 
Loew’s, Inc., pension plan which | 
provides a retirement fund of not 
less than $240 annually nor more} 
than $52,000 annually for every em-| 
ployee with the organization 10 years} 
as of March 1, 1944. Pension, from | 
accounts, has been planned to cover } 
stars, executives, white 
collar workers and labor. 
With the general’ outline of the} 
plan approved by the Government. | 
the proposal is now being forwarded | 
to the Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission. Should there be no objec- 
tions from the S.E.C. after a lapse 
of 10 days from the date of the sub- 
mission, the proposals will be incor- 
porated in the proxy statement to be 
sent to Loew's stockholders 30 days 
before the annual meeting which is 
now scheduled to be held June 6. 
Under this plan the proxies, in-| 
(Continued on page 42) 


airectors, 


| 
Modern Theatre Outlook 
Bright in China After The 
War, Reports Lin Yutang 


Dr. Lin Yutang, the Chinese phi- | 
losopher and author, reports a virile 
movement of the modern theatre in 


present-day China, where it has 
€rown during the past four years 


to a point where it is the most ad- | 


vanced of the arts in that war-torn 
country. Dr. Yutang returned to 
the U. S. from his native 
cently after a six-month tour o! 
seven of Free China. 

“In the postwar era,” he 
“I can envision a great boom in all 
phases of the entertainment indus- 
try in my country, including films 
and the stage. With the building of 


land re- 
the 


provinces 


a vast network of roads, and the 
increased use of air transport. the 
interchange of the arts between 
China and the U. S., and the re- 
Juvenation of all business in that 
land, will increase greatly.” 
American motion pictures ~ are 
Popular in China, and film house 


in Chungking 
doing 
war. 


and elsewhere are 


excellent business despite the 


There are two native film 
a panies, but just now, because of 
tne riage of raw stock, they are 
turni S out only newsreels and 


(Continued On page 42) 


Fannie Brice Slated 


reveals, | 


-Any Screams? 


Nelson Eddy gave con- 
cert at Carnegie Hall, Saturday 
night (15), and the applause was 
so fulsome one of the ushers 
(with a very Brooklyn brogue) 
was moved to exclaim during 
One outburst: 

“Listen to that applause; vou'd 
think this guy was Sinatra!” 


Promising Plays Due On 
B’way Extend Deadline 


For Critics’ ‘Best Play’ 


The deadline for annually naming 
the best play of the Broadway sea- 
son by the Crities Circle has 
extended probably because of the 
high promise of spring 
Usually the critical bunch named 
their winner before the Pulitzer 
prize play was selected, announce- 
ment of that award usually coming 
on May 1, while the Circle did its 
stuff by.April 15. 

Circle started picking the stand- 
out because the critics generally dis- 
egreed with the choice of the 
Pulitzer selectors and figured to take 


| the edge from the selection by act- 


ing first. This season the critics’ | 
best play may not be named until 
after the Pulitzer decision. 


It's quite likely that the critics and 


the Pulitzer jury will not choose the | 


same play. Indicated the leading 
candidates for the Circle win is “The 


Searching Wind” (Fulton), which 
opened last week and drew press 


|} acclaim but it arrived too late to be 


considered for the Pulitzer prize, 


that annual affair having a deadline | 
such | 


of March 1. Circle has no 
(Continued on page 46) 


HOME-GROWN TALENT 
FOR GARDEN PROGRAM 


Unique situation of sponsors of a 
radio sessiOn appearing as cast of 
their own airer will be regular for- 
mat of new program, “Down to 
Earth,” which bows in Su (23) 
on WJZ. N. Y., 9:15-9:30 Two 
partners in sponsoring firm, Goulat 
& Olena, manufacturers of spray 
| and insecticides, are both exper 
| gardening, and will alternate on the 
| show. 

Idea for the stanza grew out of 
telephone requests for information 
received by firm. The partners, Alex 


For Billy Rose’s Revue 


F 
he 
tion, 
the 
which 


annie Brice is set to appear in 
ex-husband, Billy Rose's produc- 
‘Seven Lively Arts.” This is 
amusement-world 
Bectas will use to reopen his 
theatre, N. Y., to legit in 
eae Groucho Marx is a prob- 
Jiity for another lead. George 
Kaufman will stage. 
aera has been away from 
: for almost a decade, hav- 
& become better known as “Baby 
Snooks” on the 


potpourri | 


Goulard and Harold Olena, will be 
backed by George Schackley’s orch. 


C. Cochtan Pie Bice 


London, April 18. 
Two Cities Films Co, has pur- 
chased picture rights to autobiog of 
Charles B. Cocliran. the veteran 
London musical producer. 
Understood picture would go into 


radio in recent years. | production early. 


been | 


premieres. | 


GIVEN 


Strictly Visual Shows for 
Studio Audiences by Quiz, 
Comedy Programs Stir 
Criticism — Emphasis on 
Topical Gags for Hep 


Twisters 


SEE RATINGS AFFECTED 


By GEORGE ROSEN 

Continuance of the undue empha- 
sis being placed on strictly visual 
entertainment on a number of air 
| shows, including several with high 
ratings, is creating considerable 
criticism in some quarters, with the 
feeling more prevalent now than 
ever that the listener pull of such 
| Shows is bound to suffer. 
Whereas, it’s felt, the spontaneity 
(Continued on page 12) 
| 


30%, Nitery Tax 
Murder So Far 


The niteries don’t need a month to 


| prove the negative effects of the 
| 30°, tax; they’ve found out pronto, 


and plenty. It’s n.g. 

The $64 question now is how 
Uncle Sam ever figure that one out. 
because it’s certainly not a revenue- 
producer; in fact, the reverse. The 


3 
aid 


|} Customers are nursing their spend- 
| ing with an eye to that 30°; surtax, | 


from the cabaret talent 
point it’s a kayo. 

The national night club picture i: 
negative. Business is off. A 
manifestation is that they're staying 
jaway at dinnertime, and coming 
t supper. In other words, the 


and yiew- 


new 


only at 


traffic is not distributed, the theory 
being that they'd rather pay 30°; 

arge on a $2.50 or $3 1 nun 
check (a couple of drinks) during 


(Continued on 


‘Showboat’ for GI’s With 
Samba Variations in S. A. 


G.I.’s on duty in Brazil are bein 


supplied entertainment in two novel 


page 12) 


| ways, by 
and a USO “Showboat” on 
the Amazon. Entertainers are being 
transported via~ plane and even 
blimp to various camps, with okay 
of Vice-Admiral Jonas H. Ingram, 
commander of Allied forces in South 
Atlantic. 

“Showboat” is a vessel! carrying 
entertainers up the river. 
| tion. ship serves as a hou 


service 


epoat or 


floating beachhouse for G. I.’s at cer- 
tain points. for swimming, etc. En- 
tertainers.used are principally Bra- 


| zilian professionals, and talented CG. 
\I.’s, supplementing regular USO- 

j camp Shows. 


HOME ISTENE AS Hiwood's 10-Year 


GI’s Meaningless to Dial- | 


STUDIO HOKUM BAD RADIO 


‘Much Ado—’ 


Transcribed show was cut for 
a sponsor at WOR. N. Y. Into the 
studio marched 15 musicians. a 
chorus of 12, two announcers, the 
president and v.p. of the sponsor 
company and its advertising 
nanager, 

All this for a 13-second jingle 
| show. 


Grace Moore’s ‘Butterfly’ 
| Aria, Skedded for RCA 


Show, Is Nixed By Blue 


Blue Network’s censorship  ap- 
parently isn’t being restricted to 
controversial airings, but also into 


the entertainment medium. 
the Blue 
anything that smacks of Japanese. 

Script submitted for the April 29 
broadcast of the RCA show, “Music 
All America Loves,” by the agency 
on the account, J. Walter Thomp- 
son, had guestar Grace Moore spot- 
ted for an aria from “Madame But- 
terfly,” but after due deliberation 
the number was nixed by the web, 
with the result that Miss Moore will 
do a substitute number. 


execs want no part of 


SID SILVERS, PHIL BAKER 
RETEAM FOR BROADWAY 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Sid Phil Baker, 


vaude partners, are teaming up again 


Silvers and once 


* Current breach between 


ithe golden egg.” 


At least | 


Tele Exclusive 
Pacts Widen Breach With Radio 


Holly- 
wood and radio over guestars, script 
adaptation costs, etc., may be merely 
a prelude and “warmer up” to the 
real dissension that’s seen shaping 
up for the future if the film industry 
persists in its policy of pacting play- 
ers to long term exclusive contracts 
on television. appearance rights, in 
the opinion of some network execs. 

Latter take the viewpoint that, 
even at a time when tele is in its 
embryonic stage, the insistenee on 
exclusive video rights for stags for 
a period of 10 years may have the 
effect of “killing the goose that laid 
The move is re- 
garded as. “short sighted” with the 
network execs taking the viewpoint 
that such deals will retard the prog- 
ress of tele programming and even- 
tually tie it up in a knot. 

In fact it’s generally regarded in 
net circles that contracts covering 

(Continued on page 18) 


Willkie’s Withdrawal 


race 


| possibly before 


Influences Pix Plans On 


‘One World’ Release 


As a result of Wendell Willkie’s 
withdrawal from the Presidential 
next fall, 20th-Fox execs be- 
lieve that “One World” may be 
placed in the production hoppe: 
ooner than expected and in release 
the elections take 


' place. 


Willkie, who is presumably plan- 
ning to essay the role of “severest 
critic and best friend” to the G.O.-P., 
might have held the production back 
had he Gecided to run. 

20fh-Fox may still delay 
tion of “World” until afte: 


produc- 


the elec- 


to co-star on Broadway in a musical tions, though not because there is 
, | now much hesitancy about releasing 
show _ titled Napoleon Without | it earlier for fear of political attacks. 
Bi andy. Date of production would depend, 
Sid and Bil! Silvers have com-| jit is reported, om how soon Darryl 
pleted the book but the score is still; F. Zanuck completes cutting “Wil- 

unfinished son.” 


FOR TELEVISION 


The Hour 
Of Charm 


Ali-Giri Orchestra 
and Choir 


Conducted by 


Phil Spitainy 
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| 
| 
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John Garfield Tells 


of Italian Tour: 


Entertainers Needed At Front, He Says 


Hollywood, April 18. 


Every American entertainer in | 
show business owes a debt to his 
country, and the best way to pay 
that debt is to travel overseas to 
entertain the troops in battle areas. 
That was the gist of a statement | 
made by John Garfield to officials 
of the Hollywood Victory Committee 
and USO-Camp Shows after eight 
weeks of touring in the Mediter- 
ranean and Italian sectors. 


Garfield headed a traveling unit 
which included Eddie Foy, Jr., and 
three girls, playing sometimes with- 
in a few miles of the battle fronts 
but more often in replacement 
camps and hospitals, where the boys 
need entertainment most. There 
were no theatre or hotel con- 
veniences in the battle zones, Gar- 
field pointed out, and the unit often 
slept in the mud with the troops. 


One distinctive experience of his | 


group, Garfield said, was to enter- 
tain members of the Yugoslav Army 
training in the Mediterranean area. 
It was the first time the Yugoslavs 
had ever seen American actors, so 
they put on a native show to enter- 
tain the visiting entertainers. It was 
all Yugoslav to the Americans, and 
when the tourists put’ on their show 


it was all American to the Yugo- 
slavs, but everybody had a good 
time. 


Unit routes are now functioning in | 


fine style, Garfield explained, and 
are mapped out for the maximum 
good. His group did not play in 
Naples because it is far behind the 
front lines and the troops who go 
there on leave can find enough other 
diversions permitting touring enter- 
tainers to play in more important 
spots, such as hospitals and replace- 
ment camps. 

Garfield brushed aside the ques- 
tion regarding the recent syndicated 
article by John Lardner, which took 
some unkind shots at touring en- 
tertainers. Garfield stated Lardner 
was in the Anzio Beachead zone 
while he was in Italy, and hinted 
that Lardner had little opportunity 
to observe the reception of units in 
the area over a long period of time. 


Hospitals Need ’Em Bad 
Hollywood, April 18. 
Military hospitals need entertain- 
ment far more than Army camps, ac- 
cording to Gene Kelly’s report to the 
Hollywood Victory Committee after 


completing tour of 14 convalescent | 


centers through the midwest. Army 
medicos are completely sold on value 
of entertainment to wounded vets, 
said Kelly, whereas in several of the 
camps officers have expressed doubt 


that men in training require enter- | 


tainment. 


Shock cases in hospitals often show 


improvement after being’ enter- 
tained, actor asserted, and doctors 
credit it to changed mental condition. 


Kiepura Told Off By 
Ruth Matteson, So 


Temperament Cools 


Temperament removed Jan 
pura from the “Merry Widow” cast 
Thursday night (13), but he 
back the next evening after Ruth 
Matteson, who sings the second lead 
in the show, and who is Equity 
deputy in the company, told the star 
that his action jeopardized the jobs 
of an entire cast. Kiepura had ob- 
jected to maestro Isaac Van Grove 
in the pit and his manner of keeping 
musical pace, although it’s been re- 
ported within the cast that 
Robert Stolz was the 


replaced Stolz when the latter em- 
barked on a concert tour. 

Kiepura claimed he wasn't peeved, 
just ill for a day or two. 

When Kiepura walked, his under- 
study, Donald Gates, pinch-hit. Kie- 
pura’s wife, Marta Eggerth, inci- 
dentally, left the cast some weeks 
ago because of expectant mother- 
hood. She’s been replaced by Wilma 
Spence. 


MARVA LOUIS’ DATES 

Marva Louis, wife of heavyweight 
champ Joe Louis, makes her cafe 
debut April 19 at the Mayfair Club, 
Boston, for two weeks at $1,000 per, 
plus percentage. 

Singer opens May 3 at the Green- 
wich Village Inn, N. Y. Deal is for 


Colonial Inn, 
/ the Duanes Club, Palm Beach, from 


was | 


when | 
maestro the | 
same thing had occurred. Van Grove | 


COLONIAL INN, DUANES 
IN FLA. TO WALTERS 


Walters has bought. the 
Hollywood, Fla., and 


Lou 


Ben Marden for an unrevealed sum. 
Sam Gaines, Walters’ partner, “is 
also in on the deal. 

Walters operates the Latin Quar- 
| ters in New York and Miami Beach. 


Himber May Team 
With Orson Welles 
For Magic Show 


Maestro-magician Richard Himber 
is preparing a magic-comedy show 
for either summer or fall depending 
on whether he can secure an air- 
cooled Broadway theatre, which 
isn’t likely. He put on a magi show 
recently at the Barbizon-Plaza, N. Y., 
and the response of audience and 
| critics was so good that the idea for 
the show followed. 

Himber says he is‘ going to Cali-’ 
fornia soon to discuss the project 
with Orson Welles, who intends 
staging a similar show in N. Y. in the 
fall. If he cannot secure a theatre 
for a summer run he will try to per- 
suade Welles to combine with him, 
latter doing the majority of sleight- 
of-hand work and Himber handling 
music and some magi of his own. 

Leader has already signed Cantu, 
Mexican magician, Frakson, a 
Spaniard, and the panto act of 
George and Gene Bernard, which 
worked his recent solo production. 
He has made offers, too, to Dai- 
vernon, Al Flosso, comic-magician, 
and Fu Manchu, currently in South 
America. 


CAREY TO REMAIN OUT 
OF ‘GOODBYE’ FOR WEEK 


Harry Carey, who opened last 
week in “—But Not Goodbye” (first 
called “I'll Be Seein’ You”) at the 
48th Street, N. Y., was taken ill Sat- 
urday (15) night. He was replaced 
by Raymond Largay, who made a 
quick study and appeared 
part Sunday. It was first 
that Carey had appendicitis but it 
was later said he was stricken with 
acute indigestion. He’s not due back 
into the cast until next week. 

Largay’s original part in thé play 
was taken over by William MacFad- 
den, stage manager. 


South Pacific Gl Trek 


Bob Hope is on a 12-week shoot- 
ing schedule for his new picture for 
Sam Goldwyn and then is slated for 
another off-shore trip. 


It's planned he'll make it the 
South Pacific this summer. Last 
year Hope did the England and 


North Africa sector. 


Kie- 


Metro Pacts Kid Actor, 
Scatters Stockwell Clan 
Guy Stockwell, 10-year-old 

in “Chicken Every Sunday,” 

leave the cast last Thursday (13) 
when Metro signed his 

brother Dean to a film contract, and 

| Mrs. Stockwell, their mother, took 
| both kids west. Teddy Rose replaced 
| Guy in “Chicken.” 


| 


actor 
had to 


cago to see Harry, the father, who 
is now playing the male 
| “Oklahoma.” Stockwell will be re- 
| placing Alfred Drake soon in the 
; New York company, while his 
family will be on the Coast. 


West East for ‘Catherine’ 


Hollywood, April 18. 

Mae West trained for New York 
yesterday (Monday) to star in the 
forthcoming ‘stage production, “Cath- 
erine Was Great.” 

Play will be produced by Mike 
Todd's office after he checks into the 
Navy. 


METRO’S 14 ‘BLOOMER’ 


Metro is financing “Bloomer Girl,” 
John C. Wilson legit production, to 
the extent of $75,000. 

Total cost of putting on the piece 


in the | 
thought | 


7-year-old | 


The Stockwells stopped off in Chi- | 


lead in | 


96th Week! 


KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Ken Murray grandioso na 
excelente teca ‘Blackouts’.” 


CARMEN MIRANDA. 


Dewey Vetoes Bill 
Regulating Jobs For 


Once again a bill which sought to 
provide a uniform, state-wide sys- 
tem of regulating employment of 
children under 16 in all branches of 
show business, including radio, and 
to liberalize the present setup in 
some cities has met with a _ veto. 
Governor Thomas E. Dewey dis- 
approved Assemblyman Harold B. 
Ehrlich’s measure establishing a 
system under which the issuance of 
license permits would be handled by 
local boards of education or desig- 
nated education officials, except in 
New York City. There the work 
could be turned over to any organi- 
zation, bureau, association or official 
designated by the city. This amend- 
| ment was inserted to overcome ob- 
| jections from Mayor Fiorello H. La 
| Guardia that the New York City 
school system had neither the time 
nor the funds to supervise the 
licensing of children for theatrical 
engagements. 


| Governor Dewey, in a memoran- 
dum, urged reconsideration of the 
problem “‘and the preparation of a 
much more modest and much more 
safeguarded bill.” Herbert H. Leh- 
|man, when he was governor, iwice 
| nixed such bills, principally because 


| cieties in New York protested. 


MORT H. SINGER’S WILL; 
WIDOW PRINCIPAL HEIR 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Will of Mort H. Singer, filed for 
probate discloses, estate comprises 
personal property valued at more 


Skedded For Bob Hope than $350,000. Widow, Celia Singer, 


named principal heir. Executors are 


Jerome Nathan, son of Mrs. Singer | 
| 


| by a former marriage, and Union 
Bank & Trust Co. of Los Angeles, 

| Will, drawn Jan. 15, 1937, provides 
| for two separate trusts, one to be set 
| 80°, of estate 

receives minimum of 
| weekly. Mort Singer, 
income from this trust upon. his 
' mother’s death, getting 40°; 


up from 
widow 


from which 
$200 


of trust 


| when he is 30 and remainder when | 


he reaches age of 35. 
from 20°; 
for Singer's sister 
| and two brothers, 
Harry Singer. 


Second trust, 


Estella S. Stern 
William A. and 


‘Little Flower’ Makes 
| ‘Romance’ Come True 


Harry Cool, singer on the “Here’s 
| To Romance” program sponsored by 
| Bourjois, Ine., will be married to- 
morrow (Thursday) at Y. 
Hall by Mayor LaGuardia, to Pat 
Woodruff, a Chicago girl. Ceremony 
will be performed at noon. 

LaGuardia ordered publicity 
pre-date of the wedding and has 
barred picture taking of it. 


Berkeley Leaves WB 


.~ Hollywood, April 18. 

Busby Berkeley parted amicably 
with Warners and will take a vaca- 
tion to recover his health before ne- 
gotiating for a new connection. 

Director has divided his time be- 
tween Metro and Warners for six 
years. His final chore on the Bur- 


two weeks with options. 


is reported at $150,000. 


bank lot was “Cinderella Jones.” 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
By Frank Scully 


Hollywood, April 15. 

The pressure to continue or supress “Confessions of a Gate Crasher" 
have squashed Scully from both sides until people now mistake him for 
the thin man. Evangelyn Amundson of Willmar, Minn., has even sent a 
dime for a photograph. As a general thing these requests are forwarded 
to Frank Scully, the actor, on the theory that the last thing any of us 
can do, fans particularly, is to spell names correctly. But this is hot money 
and if you’ve ever seen pictures of Sully and Scully in juxtaposition 
you'd realize that it was doing the world a kindness to suppress Su/ly 
and circulate Scully. This, of course, goes double for Tully. : 

Another request for more of these gate crashing confessions comes from 
Joan Cunningham, a junior. (coming up) at Mt. St. Mary’s College. Joan, 
it seems, was good enough in English to be assigned to write some special 
pieces on “The Song of Bernadette” by the 20th-Fox publicity department. 
So at the studio a uniformed gentleman in an iron cage sped her narne, 
address, social security number and “A” gas ration book number to the 
inner sanctum before he'd let her inside the gate. The FBI couldn't have 
grilled or frightened her more. 


| Bernadette for Catholic papers. 


Mayor La Guardia and children so- | 


Jr., receives | 


of estate, provides income | 


City | 


entrance. 


Dressed in her conservative conyent-girl clothes, she felt like a convict 
in an atmosphere of red sandals, striped slacks, and leopard skin coats. 
| The blond who next grilled her demanded her availability certificate, 
, height, weight and phone number. After that she met her sole acquaint- 
; ance on the lot and was told the studio wanted some articles about St. 
In order not to let her mind stray they 
, also let her see the picture in the company of 600 nuns. 
| There was another girl in the publicity office, but she didn’t get half the 
| grilling of Joan Cunningham. In fact she didn’t get much attention at ail, 
|}and Joan figured that her rival must be either less culpable or a news- 
paper woman of even less weight than a college junior. 

When the other girl left Joan's publicity friend said, “Charming, don't 


Kids in Theatricals think” 


t Albany, April 18. | 


“Lovely,” replied Joan, “who is she?” 
“Jennifer Jones,” the girl answered. 


Not What We Used to Be 
Our basic training as gate-crashers has gone to pot. The idea seems to 
| be that opening a second front is really not a matter of surprise but of 
| credentials. They have been broadcasting from London, New York and 
North Africa for months that we are so superior in guns, tanks and planes 
that it’s silly not to let us come in. “Can't you see our papers are in 
| perfect order?” so far appears to be the Allied form of forcible entry. 

While material for a textbook in this field is being collected it is our 
patriotic duty to put at the disposal of the military any data that works 
its way up from the gopher holes of American letters. 

That horn-honking man from Reuters, Lucien A. Sauvage, reminds us 
of an occasion when he was dispatched from Nice to a harbor west of 
Monte Carlo to catch an American publisher, who was lying off shore on 
his yacht with orders not to be disturbed by anybody. With him was an 
American singer. His yacht was located off Beaulieu where Joseph Pulit- 
zer and Mary Garden had villas. 

“Listen,” Sauvage was told, “get a rowboat and a sailor. Have him 
row you to the yacht at lunch time when the guard is busy doubling in 
brass. Once he lands you aboard tell him to row like hell for shore.” 

“But that will leave me stranded on the yacht,” Sauvage objected. 

“Precisely!” 

“And if he throws me overboard?” 

“We'll attach the yacht.” 

“Fine, fine!” said Sauvage, not believing a word of it. 

But the record proves that he landed the publisher, the story, the dame 
and even got back alive. 


Modesty Doesn't Forbid 

Personal experience in the gate-crashing field has been so successful 
that I'm reluctant to spread it on the record lest people suspect I'm gun- 
ning for the job of chief of operations with the rank of brigadier-general. 
Nothing could be nearer the intentions of this department. If anybody 
; wants to know how the Scullys crashed their way through Europe, even 
through the Brenner Pass with no credentials worth dignifying by such 
a title, they can have them. Send a plain self-addressed envelope in care 
of the station to which you are listening. You can also have our confes- 
sions of gate-crashing Salzburg festivals, Coward premieres, and anything 
| else that might help get across that Channel unscathed. 
| But the object of these researches is to stimulate the Allied morale by 
proving that others besides Scully have been successful in this field, 
Examples from the last war may not help in winning this one, but even 
court cases are often helped by citing earlier authorities. 

Two of the Best : 

Two of the most successful gate-crashers of the War I era were John 
Reed and Boardman Robinson. Indeed, in one of their books they re- 
late how they managed to get past the Russo-German border, only to be 
picked up inside Russia and brought before the general in charge of the 
division. The general looked over whatever claims they had to being 
journalists and dispatched them on to the next general, a day’s march to 
the north. 

The second general couldn't bring himself to shooting such insolent 
intruders without confirmation from above and ordered them under guard 
to a higher command. Thus Reed and Robinson moved nearer and nearer 
to where they wanted to go, Moscow. There they were put under guard. 
The guard mooched their cigarettes, chocolate and clothes. At least he 
did ‘till they took his gun away and threw him downstairs. 

This was too much for even the American ambassador. So they ap vealed 
to the British ambassador who said he'd see what he could do. Mean- 
| while they were allowed to walk around town for exercise and secret 
‘service men arrested them so often they got so they’d come to a full halt 
,; and’ formally bow before going on. Reed reached the point where he 
would even signal them so as to simplify the procedure of arrest. 

Finally the British Ambassador squared the thing on condition that 
teed and Robinson return exactly as they had come. When they reached 
the frontier they were stripped of all clothes, notes, cartoons and dough, 
booted into the river and told to swim to safety. Reed managed to palm 
two tiny notebooks, and in time I think the British Ambassador got Rob- 
inson’s cartoons to him, 

Thus in every respect their adventure 
permission they got what they went after. 

; wants of Hitler. 


was a great success. Without 
That’s all the Allied command 


Directions Plus Expectations 


| Arthur Schwartz, who hopes to work his way through to a production 


of “Mister Broadway,” and the Cole Porter biog, once told me a story that 


| may have some bearing on this seminar. 
| A patient, in the status of a pro-deGaulle Frenchman in Vichy, was tell- 


ing a friend over the phone how to visit the hospital after visiting hours. 
“Don't come by the main entrance,” he said. “Come by the ambulance 

Carry a little black bag and arrive in a hurry. When you 
reach the elevator, go beyond and take the stairs to the second floor. Push 
your way through the door there, turn left and push you way through 
another door, Don't ask anybody anything, Just push through that door 
and the third room on the right is mine. Push that door open and youre 
in. 

‘ive said the visitor, “but why all the pushing? Don’t the doors have 
handles?” 

Po exclaimed the patient, “you're not coming empty-handed are 
you, 
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Distribs Seek Collaboration Of 


Revenue Dept. in Verifying Grosses 


Washington, April 18. 
Major distributor representative 


collabora- 


are trying to arrange for 
tion with the U. S. Internal Revenue |} 


Bureau in getting 
on boxoffice receipts from exhibi- 
tors. Simultaneously, it is reported, 
distributors 


+ 


“New Par Pact Nixed 


accurate figures} 


| 
| 


By Claudette Colbert 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Claudette Colbert shoved off for 
Oregon on a short vacation after 


into contracts, along lines similar to, Old ticket expired two weeks ago. 


Internal Revenue Department regu- 
lations governing availability of the- 
tre ticket rolls, for film company | 
checkers. 

Such new contract 
last week in the talking stage, 
not be adopted by all distribs. 

While exhibitors are known to be 
very careful to give the 
ment correct .grosses, paying the cor- 
rect amount in taxes to the Govern- 
ment. distributors contend that when 
they do not receive the full rentals 
on pictures (especially on percent- 
age deals) the Treasury obvtously 


may | 


loses revenue which the distributors | 


authorities, that it is to the advan- 


would remit on the difference be-| 
tween the rentals received and the} 
amount allegedly being withheld in | 
many instances. 
Distrib reps, from accounts, are 
making it known to the revenue | 
| 


|; Went 


starred on loanout. 
S a ns, | 
stipulations, | the 


month for 


Actress goes to New York next 
the opening of the David 
|}O. Selznick production, “Since You 
Away.” in which she _ co- 
Her last picture 
home lot was “Practically 
Current plans call for free- 


| Yours.’ 


| | lancing. 


tax depart-| 


WB-SAG Peace’ 


tage of the department to cooperate | 


on getting correct grosses on the 
grounds that if the distributor col-, 


lects less in rentals he pays less in 
taxes. 


At a time when most of the major | 


are in the profits 
brackets. it is pointed out in trade 
quarters, the Government may be 
losing large income tax revenues 
from the film companies. Distribs, 
confronted with high taxes, appar- 
ently would not retain any great por- 
tion of the additional rentals which 
they contend are being 
The move to full 
this time is aimed to establish 
accurate basis on which to 
picture deals in the future as 
for th 


distribs excess 


returns at 
a more 

figure 
well as 


collect 


e present. 


ZANUCK TO N. Y. FOR 
SUNDRY POWWOWS 


April 18. 


this 


Hollywood, 
Darryl Zanuck heads east 
weekend for a series of contabs on 
studio productions. He'll confer with 
Moss Hart on film’ version of 
“Winged Victory” and 
with Eddie Rickenbacker, 
biog of former flying ace. 


Zanuck will 


also meet 


relative to 


also meet with 
dell Willkie to thrash out plans for 
“One World,” the film fate of whi 
is still uncertain, and will discuss 
with office biggies the roa 
show “Wilson.” based on 


t 


home 
policy for 
ie life of the former presiden 
Hal Horne accompanies him 
to N. Y. Horne’s N. Y. publicity 
chief, Jack Goldstein, is already east. 
both having come here last 


back 


week. 
Schenck Arrives 
Joseph M. Schenck arrived in New 
York from Hollywood Monday (17) 


“Rick” Held Up Again 


Hollywood, April 18. 

Filming of “Rickenbacker: the 
Story of An American” at 20th-Fo 
drew another setback, this time for 
two months, as a result of rewriting 
©n a purely dramatic bagis. Studio 
denies the rewrite has any political 
sigsnificance 


Winfield R. 


announced that 
ti 


role of Rickenbacker. 


Fibber Goes Back to Work 


Hollywood, April 18. 
RKO resumed filming of “Heaven- 
ly Days,” folfowing a three-w eek 


Sheehan, 
the casting 


producer. 
difficul- 


halt because of a lobar pneumonia | 


attack on Jim Jordan, the Fibber of 
McGee & Molly. 


Jordan returned to work a week 
aso and had a relapse, but this time 


le is strong enough to go on with 
the show, 


br ook, 


\ ithheld. | 


Wen- 


' fort ne 


| Don 


les have been solved except for the 


produced by Howard Esta- | 


On Canteen’ Pic 


Deemed Likely 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Production will be resumed short- 
ly at Warners on “Hollywood Can- 
teen,” according to reliable reports. 

While 
definite 
that recent 
Charles Einfeld of 
Dales, Jr., executive 
Actors Gui'd, 
slanted toward easing 

SAG's Rule 33, 
shutdown on “Canteen” 


studio is not making any 


announcement, it is known 
conversations 
Warners 
John secretary 
of Screen have 
controversy 
over which forced 
several 
months ago 

Understood Warners’ court 
to enjoin Guild from enforcing Rule 
33 would not affect peaceful seitle- 
ment of differences ~nd that a satis- 
factory arrangement may be worked 
out for inclusion of pressure-picture 
clause in producer-SAG basic agree- 


| ment. Should such a solution be ef- 
fected. likely that Warners would 
call off its court action against SAG. 


While physical properties used in 
“Canteen” have seen put away pend- 
ing settlement, likely that resump- 
tion of shooting would require only 
new coat of paint for sets and other 
refurbishments. 


SAGEBRUSH, GO SLICKER 
Hollywood, April 18. 

Two saddle stars on the Repub- 
| lo ere jerked off their horses 
and ered into flat-heel romantic 
roles 

Bob Livingston, boom-boom rider 
in westerns, is slated for a series of 
light comedies with Ruth Terry, his 


riding mate on the 

another chaser or 

canyons, is into a 

trail of drama, starting 

Buddy.” Meanwhile. Tex 

inherits Livingston's 


Ba 


prairies 
rustle: 
in vonder eoing 
non-equine 
with “My 
Harrison 
ind Allan Lane rides 


Met Thrush Inked By WB 


Holl Ly wood, Api 1 18. 
Patri > Munsel. 18-year-ol song- 
Metropolitan Opera 
+ vith W 


tron tne 


trap 
contract Wii 


inked a film 

Pact calls for the singer’s appear- 
ance for screen tests at the 
early bn May as a preliminary to a 
singing-acting job, which will not 
interfere with her eperatic work 
Met. 


studio 


’ 
Par-Donlevy’s ‘Peace 
Hollywood, April 18. 
returned to Para- 
months off the 
suspension 


Brian 
mount 
payroll, 


Donlevy 
after eight 
the result of a 


+ 


| 


| 
| 


| nixing a new contract at Paramount | 
plan to put new clauses} where she had played for 10 years. 


| ing 


By MORI KRUSHEN 
companies are being pres- 
from within and on the out- 


Film 


sured 


Plan Sell Operators 20, 
ANKS 


side to decide on a television policy | 


Steer- 
major 


industry as a whole. 
committee representing 


for the 


producer-distributors is~scheduled to} 


submit a report to be discussed at a 
Hays' office industry gathering 
shortly. It is considered doubtful 
that any uniform policy will be de- 
veloped because of the current ten- 


dency towards individual action by 
the various companies. 

Indusiry attorneys, too, are wary 
of adopting any “industry policy.” 


The phrase is beginning to have a 


| backgrounded in a current 


which 


ragged echo since cautious legal} 
counsel are wagging fingers and 
pointing to the dangers of “huddle 


plays” which may conceivably be in- 
terpreted as the result of a combina- 
tion of interests. 

But while none of the majors have 
ostensibly reached a decision, lead- 
ers are watching for the first 
by any company to jump the gun by 
into the television field with | 
regular releases. While companies 
are holding out, there is a constant 
readiness to cope with any break i 
the ranks. 

Whether regular film releases are | 
to be made available for television | 
is a policy which has not yet been) 
clarified, and among those hammer- 
ing for an answer are television 


going 


| executives within picture companies. 


between 
and 
Summoned to Washington r garding the 


been | 


action | 


One breach in the wall came last 
week when newsreel editors were 


television use of footage supplied by 
the War Department released to the 


move | 


| 


| with 


| of the play will 


industry’s newsreel pool. NBC and} 

others wantea the right to use the 
same footage on television and the 


request was granted with the tele- 


(Continued on page 46) 


Wallis Cold To 


last August. 
First chore since climbing on the 
cashier’s wagon is a mav-inet’s role | 


“Two Years Before the Mast.” 


Mass Pic Prod.: 


Various Offers 


Hal Wallis. though discussing pro- 


duction deals. wit 
panies, early this 


} 


at no decision regarding an affilia- 
| tion with any one company. Follow- 
ing talks with William Goetz on the 
Coast he discussed plans with Leo 
Spitz in New York last week. 

Wallis, approached by J. Arthut 
Rank interests to head un productio 
for the British organizatio in the 
U.S. is. from accounts, not interested 
in taking on such an assitinment. He 
bowed out as executive producer at 


Warners because of the volume of 
production involved and, reportedly, 
would prefer a limited production 


schedule. 
Wallis 


Hazen, who 


has no deal set with Joe 
Warner: 


ast week, but talked wit Hazer 
) tne past ( “Ice ane ost 
‘ thev ll be iated H 
Wallis ould be conf! t 
a task of lining un talent a 
yrroduction facilitic 1 choi 
ot et i to a 
Wa ylar » cont e ta 
Lo B. itlv 
Yor} ind po )] wit! Dat 
Zanuck when the latter arrive 
N. Y. from the Coast next week. 
Talks which Wallis and Hazen 
have had have been purely explora- 
tory and there is no certainty that 
they will become associated as a 
team for making a deal with a stu-} 
dio. Both Hazen and Wallis are still 


considering various proposals jointly. 
and individually. 


Rapper-WB Truce 


Irving Rapper, Warner director 
recently repovied tiffing with the 
studio, is going back on the lot. 

He leaves N. Y. for the Coast on 
Friday ‘(21), 


ing 
' 
pected to 


| ment, 


Proprietory Interest in Circuit 


Up to S.E.C. and 20th Stockholders 


WB Slates ‘Objective 


Burma’ for Early Gun 
Hollywood, April 18. 
Warners studio, which hit the 
jackpot with “Casablanca,” is drop- 
ping another production in the 
April 24, titled “Objective Burma,” 
hot spot 
Eastern front. 
two more 


” 


on the Far 
Studio 

“Roughly 

in Our 


starts features, 
Speaking 
Midst,” on 
will make a 
in work on the lot. 


the same 
total of 


day, 
seven 


20th Giving AAF 


All Profits From. 
Winged Victory’ 


20th-Fox has reportedly set 

| final arrangement with Moss Hart | 
and Army officials in connection 
“Winged Victory,” whereby all 
the proceeds from the film version 
be turned over to 
Army Air Force instead of 
merely a percentage of the_ profits 
after the first $1,000,000 is given to 


the service. 

Under the original plan, 20th was 
to pay $1,000,000 in cash for the 
‘ccreen rights to “Victory” plus a 


slice of the profits after cost of pro- 
yn and distribution. 
arrangement now reported, is 

derstood that there is no Pry 000, 000 
down payment, but all 
from the film are to go to the 


cash 
profits 
Army. 

Deal is much along the lines set by 
Warners for “This Is the Army,” 
where all the profits from the Irving 
| Berlin musical are given the Army. 
| Warners set an espec ially low distri- 
bution cost of 20% or less for han- 
the picture, as a further ges- 
the armed forces. 


tu re to 


ve" PRC TO FILM EXPOSE 


OF LEPKE, ‘CRIME, INC.’ 


Hollywood, April 18. 


Mart Mooney’s story, “Crime, 
Inc.” written in 1934 but considered 
too hot for filming at that time. ha 
been bought by PRC for early shoot- 

with Leon Fromkess as_ pro- 
ducer, Story, printed in book form 
and run as a serial in the Hearst 
newspapers at the time, exposed 
Louis (Lepke) Buchalter, Jimmy 
Hine and other racketeers and 
brought about the appointment of 
— s E. Dewey as special prose- 
cutor In New York. 

piel O’Brien, then a western 
tar and now a Lieutenant Com- 

inde the Navy. bought the ste 

1935 mit no stud ) ) 1 ¢ 
it 1 J. Carro va 
yla e gangster rol en PR(¢ 
) f the picture 


Indie Exhibs’ N. Y. Trip 
To Probe Tele’s Future 


Independent exhibitor group, rep- 
resenting approximately 100 theatres 


in the Detroit area, arrived in New 
York early this week to make a 
closer study of television potentiali- 


ties. Exhibs are interested i: 
how soon television can be 
reach 
where it will have to be 
an important factor 
either as 
addition to theatre 


ex- 
advanced stage 
considered 
itertain- 
opposition or as an 
presentation 


* Deal whereby the operating part- 
|ners Of several National Theatres 


| subsids will be given a proprietory 


interest in the circuit 
owned by 20th-Fox) is 
be submitted for 


(now 100% 
scheduled to 
approval to the 


| 20th-Fox stockholders at the annual! 


slot 


Tas, 


and “Strangers | 


| 
| 


| 


the | 


| ducers Association 


| 
| 
| 


learn- | 


Exhibs, 
| film booking-buying associati: in | 
| Detroit. are visiting television execs 
this week. 


a stock in the circuit for 


¢ e 
gon 


} 
VIEW 


meeting slated to be 
May 16 in New York. 

Understood that Charles P. 
National Theatres prexy, and 
three operators of NT subsids are 
to be permitted to buy approximate- 
ly 20% of the National Theatres 
stock outstanding, if the plan is ap- 
proved by the Securities & Exchange 
Commission and 20th-Fox stockhold- 
ers. From accounts, this would in- 
volve an investment of $4,000,000 or 
more by the purchasers. 

In addition to Skouras, operators 
concerned in the deal include Frank 
H. (Rick) Ricketson, head of the 
Fox Intermountain chain: Elmer C. 
Rhoden, head of Fox Midwest the- 
atres, and Harold J. Fitzgerald, 
ading up the Fox Wisconsin cir- 
cuit, 


Reported that 20th-Fox 
will confer with S.E.C. 
ascertain that the 


held around 


~ 
SKOU- 


attorneys 
officials to 
move to offer 
purchase by 
| the operating partners is not out of 
| line with regulations. Plan will then 
be submitted to stockholders and 
20th-Fox directorate for approval. 

Under terms of the proposal 
neither Skouras nor any of the other 
operators would 
rent profit-participation 
the circuit. Ricketson, 
Fitzgerald are in for a 
regional circuit operating profits, 
while Skouras receives a percentage 
of the overall profits from the op- 
eration of the NT chain. 


PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION 
WANTS A PAID PREXY 


April 18. 
sought by Proe 
which has been 
without active head Fred 
Beetson was forced out, because of 
illness. 

Y. Frank Freeman is 
east to discuss 
yroducer heads there 
prospects for the 


give up their cur- 
deals with 
Rhoden and 


cut of their 


Holly wood, 
Paid prexy is being 


since 
said to have 


matter with 


anda to 


the 
intere 


| 
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Theatre Wing to Open Canteen In 


‘CANTEEN’S’ $1,522,625 
TO SHOW BIZ CHARITY 


Hollywood, April 18. 


London: Lt.-Col. Munsell Set Deal Sol Lesser’s picture, “Stage Door 


American Theatre Wing will open 


a Stage Door Canteen in London, 
quarters having been obtained after 
many spots were considered. It will 
be located at what was Lyons 
restaurant, a_ three-story building 
located at 200 Piccadilly, W1, which 
wes damaged during Nazi bombing | 
three years ago but which is being | 
repaired. 
Lt. Col. Warren P. Munsell of the | 
Wing’s board, who is with the Army | 
Air Force over there, made arrange- 
ments for the London Canteen, be- 
ing accorded aid from Lt. Col. Brian | 
W. Rowe, British liaison officer and | 
Com. Herbert Agar, assistant to 
American Ambassador. Enlisted 
American and British soldiers are 
volunteer workmen getting the 
Canteen ready for occupancy. 
British film industry heads have 
arranged to finance the London 
Canteen’s cafeteria. stage equipment 
being donated by Spyros Skouras, 
20th-Fox prexy, and John Davis, 
Managing director of Odeon theatres, 
London. Max Milder, Warner’s man- 
aging director in England, 
donate films and other supplies. 


London Canteen civilian volun- 
teers are headed by Marchioness 
Townshend and Col. E. C. Heath. 


Around 700 volunteer hostesses have | 


been listed. 


wil] | Broadway shows and players for 


Joan Davis-Haley To | 


Coast After Playing Lin connection with the Fifth War 


N. Y. Service Camps 


Joan Davis-Jack Haley radio 
troupe returned to Coast last Friday 


(14), following four weeks east with, the U. S., 
Thursday night stanzas on NBC for! 
Sealtest originating at service camps | 
area, convinced that similar | all key theatres and a large number 


in 


Allied Success Brings 
Legit to New Zealand 


Auckland, March 2. | 

Clearing of Japs from waters be-| 
tween Australia and New Zealand, | 
plus transport okay, New Zealand! 
patrons now will be enabled to see | 
major stage shows routed from Aus- 
tralia for dating throughout the Do- 
minion. It’s three years since these 
troupes made the sea trip from Aus- 
sie to New Zealand. 

Williamson-Tait completed §ar- 
rangements for regular flow of talent 
and plays here due to start in April. 
Shows scheduled include “Claudia,” 
“Man Who Came to Dinner,” “Susan 
and God,” “Arsenic and Old Lace,” 
“Kiss and Tell,” “Sister Eileen,” “Re- 
union in Vienna,” “Janie,” and 
“Watch on Rhine.” E. J. Tait indi- 
cated that the Australian govern- 
ment was being pressured to sanc- 
tion dollar release in order to import 


Aussie and New Zealand dates. 


ARTISTIC PITCH FOR 
BONDS IN THEATRES 


Charles P. Skouras, National The- 
atres prexy, was in Washington 
Monday (17) discussing plans for ex- 
hibition of war paintings in theatres 


Loan drive, scheduled to start in 
June. 
Paintings, which have been taken 


from life at the battle fronts, will 


Canteen,’ turned over $1,522,625 to 


Theatre Wing and 
charities to 


American 
theatrical 


the 
other 


March 12, according to the producer | 


and United Artists, which dis- 


tributed, 

Hollywood Canteen draws 20%, 
Motion Picture Relief Fund 10%, 
Naval Aid 24%, and stage door can- 
teens outside of N. Y. and Holly- 
wood are given varying percent- 
ages. 


Bob 0’Donnell, Friedl, 
Kennedy on 5th War Loan 


Robert J. O'Donnell (Interstate 
Circuit) has accepted the chairman- 
ship of the film industry’s campaign 
in connection with the forthcoming 
Fifth War Loan June 12 to July 8. 

John J. Friedl, president and gen- 
eral manager of the Minnesota 
Amus. Co., and Richard M. Kennedy, 
of the R. B. Wilby circuit, will be 
associated with O’Donnell in the 
drive. 

The motion picture’ industry’s 
Fourth War Loan campaign commit- 
tee has presented a report to the 
War Activities Committee listing the 
methods employed in the “Bond For 
Every Seat” drive and recommend- 
ing similar methods for future bond- 
selling drives by the industry. 

Reprise of the Fourth War Loan 
campaign activities included men- 
tion of the “Honored 100” contest, 
special issues of trade papers, the 
“Flying Bondsmen,”’ bond preems 
and free movie day as important fac- 
tors in stimulating bond sales. 

The Fourth War Loan campaign 


be exhibited in theatres throughout 

under the current plans. 
Understood that there are enough 

original canvases to take care of 


junkets made at least once yearly | Of subsequent houses as well. 


work to mutual 
cerned—actors, sponsor and public. 


Publicity garnered by the trip is 
{sponsorship of the Treasury Depart- 
| ment and the Council, to discuss war 


judged to be of unestimable value 
with network and film (RKO for 


benefit of all con-| | 
| ing next Friday (21) at the Biltmore 


Agency and media execs are meet- 


hotel, New York, under the joint 


Miss Davis and Haley) flacks beating | financing programs. Ted R. Gamble, 


the- drums to top returns, 

Camps played included: Mitchel 
Field, L. I.; Kings Point, L. L, for 
merchant marine; Hunter College, 
N. Y., for the WAVES and Manhat- 
tan Beach for the Coast Guard. Sev- 
eral get-togethers with the press 
were also arranged, including 
cocktail party at the Hampshire 
House, N. Y., Wednesday (12) that 
resulted in one of largest turnouts 
of newSpapermen and mag writers 
in recent months. 


LADD’S DRAFT APPEAL 
NIXED; ARMY BECKONS 


Hollywood, April 18. 

Alan Ladd will be drafted into 
the Army again, probably as soon as 
he finishes his current acting job in 
“Two Years Before the Mast,” if 
not before. Paramount’s request for 
the actor’s deferment was denied by 
the District Board of Appeals of the 
State Selective Service Board. 

Army discharged Ladd 
vember for physical disability but 
he was reclassified in 1A soon after 
by Draft Board No. 179. 


Shugrue Handling Pix 
For Treasury Dept. 


Washington, April 18. 

Ned Shugrue moved in Monday 
(17) as director of motion pictures 
and-sether special events for the 
Treasury War Finance Division. He 
succeeds Carlton Duffus, resigned 
several months ago. 

Shugrue has been in Washington 
during the last six months promoting 
the four freedoms show to plug bond 
sales. He 
with pix for many years as director 
and writer and several months ago 
he turned out some films for the 
navy with Film Associated, Inc., of 
New York. 


Mrs. French Quits As Hub 


Canteen Co-Chairman 


Boston, April 18. 

Mrs. Malcolm B. French, co-chair- 
man of Hub’s Stage Door Canteen. 
resigned this week. Theatre Wing 
War Service announced. 

No reason given, and no replace- 
ment announced. Mrs. French is 
credited with originating the idea 
for a canteen in Hub and organizing 
it. Mrs. Osgood Perkins remains 


last No- | 


was formerly associated | 


national director of the War Finance 


| Division, and Thomas H. Lane, di- 
{rector of Advertising, Press and | 
| Radio division, will outline Fifth 


| War Loan drive plans. 


| 


Film Biz Gave 


$19,162,568 to 4th Loan 


Indianapolis, April 18. 
participation in Fourth War Loan 
drive added $19,162,568 to total sale 
of bonds in the state, according to 
final figures released by Don R. Ros- 
siter, state chairman in drive for 
W.AC. 

Biggest boost was given by ‘“Pre- 
sent Arms,” all-soldier show, pre- 
|sented in theatres in 14 cities for 
‘total of $9,009,000. 
| Rossiter announced that 284 of 
| State’s 440 theatres participated. 
Pledges already are being sought to 
| increase that representation in Fifth 
| War Loan drive. 

$24,000,000 Bally on 4th Loan 

U. S. Treasury research findings 
made available to the War Advertis- 
| ing Council, reveal that during the 
| Fourth War Loan drive over $24,000,- 
{000 worth of advertising space and 
radio time was contributed by Amer- 
ican business, 

Findings developed furnish the 
‘basic material being used for the 
| Fourth War Loan campaign. Five 
|} advertising agencies, cooperating 
with the Treasury Dept. through the 
War Advertising Council on a vol- 
|unteer basis, are Erwin, Wasey, 
|Young & Rubicam, Ruthrauff & 
| Ryan, Albert Frank-Guenther Law 
and G. M. Basford. 


‘PLENTY FOR PIX FOR GI’S 


| 
| 
| 


| Over 200,000 Screenings Monthly 
Now, Says War Dept. 


Washington, April 18. 

War Department says it is now 
conducting about 200,000 screenings 
monthly in the U. S. of training 
films and film bulletins. Soldier 
audience for these pix is estimated 
at about 23,000,000 monthly. These 
figures do not include overseas 
screenings which run about 100,000 
a month. 

Domestic distribution of the pix is 
handled through 260 field libraries 
in camps and military posts. Head- 
quarters of the Library Distribution 
Division is the Signal Corps Studios 
at Astoria, L. L, with the Holabird, 


head of local canteen. 


Md., depot, aiding. 


Indiana’s motion picture industry | 


committee suggests these and other 
similar ideas as basis for other war 
bond drives. 


| 
Durante May Go Overseas 


‘Between Pix-Radio Dates | 


Jimmy Durante, with Gary Moore, 
|Georgia Gibbs, Roy Bargy, Eddie 
Jackson, Jack Roth and the others in 
ithe Camel radio show, entrain for 
the Coast Sunday (23). The air pro- 
gram will originate from there for 
some time. Durante will do two pic- 
|tures on the Metro lot—‘“Sister Bar- 
bara.” to be followed by “Ziegfeld 
Follies.” Comedian, who has just 
finished his most successful night 
club appearance in New York at the 
| Copacabana and a date at the Capi- 
tol, may go overseas for soldier ap- 
| pearances at the front between films. 
Durante and Irving Caesar have 
| written a new song: number called 
“Umbriago,”’ which goes on the air 
| for the first time on next week’s pro- 
gram from Hollywood on April 28. 


Mayor, 34, In 


Albany, April 18. 

Mayor Erastus Corning 2d, mem- 
ber of the Variety Club and friend 
of local film and radio men, led a 
draft contingent to Fort Dix. Corn- 
ing, 34, and the father of two child- 
ren, passed up a double chance for 
deferment: over 26 and a mayor (the 
latter position makes the occupant 
| deferable, under a new interpreta- 
|tion by Brig. Gen. Ames T. Brown, 
'state director of selective service). 
Corning’s father was lieutenant gov- 
ernor under Al Smith and his un- 
cle long was congressman from this 
district. 


Echo Over Berlin 
Dallas, April 18. 
One of the bombers now dropping 
eggs over Berlin has been named 
“The Barker,’ after the Variety 
Clubs. National Chief Barker R. J. 
O'Donnell, with offices here, was 
asked to send a poster abroad so 
that it could be painted on the plane. 


K. C. Booker to Army 
Kansas City, April 18. 
Harold Hume, city booker Fox- 
Midwest exchange, Army. 
Kreag In 
Albany, April 18. 
Ward Kreag, manager of the 
Community (Fabian), Catskill, 
N. Y., Navy. Bartlett Lawlor, as- 
sistant manager of the Palace, 
Albany, promoted to Kreag’s post by 
L. R. Golding, division chief. The 
job at the Palace, largest theatre in 
the Albany district, has not been 
filled yet. Alex Sayles, a veteran, 
is manager of the Pale 


N. Y. Times’ P. 1 Film 
Review of ‘Memphis Belle’ 


N. Y. Times Friday (14) front- 
paged a review by Bosley Crowther 
on “Memphis Belle.” 

Crowther, in his strongly favor- 


able review of the 4l-minute Tech- 
nicolor short produced by the Air) 
Force camera crew, Said that “‘it is a 
story that every American should 
know.” ‘ 


E. L.. Alperson Sets 
Industry Council 
For WAC Recruiting 


Edward L. Alperson, 
atres general manager who is chair- 


RKO The-) 


there had collected $152,612, 


RKO Reports $2,300 
Per House for Red 
Cross; Big Totals 


Red Cross collection reports com. 


jing into N. Y. headquarters of the 
| War Activities Committee continue 
| to show impressive gains over last 


year. Florida, according to a pre. 
liminary report, shows collections of 
$127,837 from 160 theatres, an aver. 
age of $800 per theatre, with returns 
still to come from 140 Florida 
houses. 

E. V. Richards reported from New 
Orleans that 360 out of 540 theatres 
Rick 
Ricketson, state chairman for Colo. 


'tado, reports $50,511 from 180 the. 


maning the film industry's WAC re-| atres, with 100 theatres yet to re 


cruiting drive week of May 11-17%, 


port. Martin circuit, operating the. 


has created a motion picture indus-| atres in Georgia, Alabama, Tennes- 


try council to serve as a committee | 
for the campaign to boost enlist-| 
ments. 

Among those scheduled to be on 
the committee are Joseph Bernhard, 
Barney Balaban, Nate Blumberg, 
Jack Cohn, Tom J. Connors, Gus 
Eyssell, Si Fabian, Leonard Golden- 
son, Harry Kalmine, Car] Leserman, 
Abe Montague, Rodney Pantages, N. 
Peter Rathvon, Charles Reagan, W11- 
liam F. Rodgers, George J. Schaefer, 
Joseph M. Schenck, Nicholas M. 
Schenck, William Scully, Grad| 
Sears, Joe Vogel, Harry Warner, 
Pete Wood, Oscar Doob, Richard | 
Walsh and others. 

Alperson last week conferred in 
Washington with Col. Oveta Culp} 
Hobby, WAC director, on details for) 
the campaign to stimulate enroll-/| 
ment jin the service. 

Charles B. McDonald, RKO home| 
office exec, has been appointed cam- 
paign field director for the drive 
with Harry Mandel as publicity di- 
rector. 

Alperson announced last Monday 
(17) that Harry Brandt will serve 
as co-field director with Charles B. 
McDonald. 

A short titled “It’s Your War Too,” 
produced by the U. S. Army Signal 
Corps under the supervision of Capt. 
Jack L. Warner, Jr., is to be dis- 
tributed by United Artists in 
nection with the campaign. 


con- 


ARMY TO DX BASEBALL 
TO TROOPS OVERSEAS 


Washington, April 18. 
Comprehensive plan _ for 


see and Florida, collected $23,000 in 
60 theatres. 

First 80 theatres in the RKO cir. 
cuit to report Red Cross collections 
showed a total of $184,834—an aver. 
age of more than $2,300 per theatre. 

Universal made a special $16,000 
contribution to current Red Cross 
drive, representing film rental in ex- 
cess actual production costs earned 
by U from victory shorts made and 
distributed at request of government, 

This is in addition to $20,000 con- 
tribution U made at start of drive, 


Another $644,557 From H’wood 
Hollywood, April 18. 
Record total 22,715 subscriptions, 
amounting to $644,557, turned -in to 
Red Cross by the motion picture 
committee. Industry contribution 
boosted L. A. total to $5,423,015, 


Northwest’s Record High 
Minneapolis, April 18, 
Red cross theatre collections in 
the recent drive reached an all-time 


| high in this territory, according to 


| returns received by John J, Fried], 


| War Activities committee chairman. 
| With more than 250 theatres still to 


city 


DXing | 


league baseball to the troops over- | 


seas has just been announced by the 
Army. 

Each Sunday during the 
the last hour of a game will be short- | 
waved over an East Coast station 
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. ‘EWT) to 
England and North Africa. Last 45 | 
minutes will be shortwaved on week- | 
days over the station to the same 
theatres of operations. 

Two West Coast stations will DX | 
the last hour of a Pacific Coast 


season, 


America, West Indies, and Alaska. In 


addition, there will be a daily half- | 


hour re-creations of a major league 
game to these localities and also to 
the South Pacific and the China- 
Burma-India theatres. 
will beam the re-creations, 


L.A. to N.Y. 
Charlie Barnet. 
Vicki Baum. 
Samuel Bronston. 
Eddie Cantor. 
Dane Clark. 

Jack Cummings. 
Y. Frank Freeman. 
Ketti Frings. 

Jack Goldstein, 
Dave Hilton. 

Hal Horne. 

Gil Lamb. 

Mitchell Leisen. 
Nora Martin. 

Abe Montagu. 
Harry Ommerle. 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr. 
Nate Spingold, 
Mae West. 

Darry!] Zanuck, 


N.Y. to L.A. 
Roy Bargy. 
Nate Blumberg. 
Jimmy Durante. 
Dave Epsteth. 
Georgia Gibbs. 
Al Hall. 
Eddie Jackson. 
Fred Kohlmar, 
Jack Lait. 
Gary Moore. 
Irving Rapper. 
Jack Roth. 
George Seaton. 
Oscar Serlin. 
Leo Spitz. 
Richard Whorf. 


Five stations | 


be heard from, including those of St. 


Paul, the sum is $78,161. Largest 
previous total was that of last year 
when 689 theatres turned in $109,000. 


Interstate’s Collections 


San Antonio, April 18. 

A check for $17,062 was turned 
over to the local chapter of the 
American Red Cross by E. E. Collins, 
manager of Interstate Theatres 
as the contributions collected in the 
local Interstate group the current 
week. 

San Antonio’s three Mexican the- 
turned over $1,559.43 to the 
local Red Cross campaign as part of 
its contributions collected last week. 
The theatres were the El Nacional, 
Zaragosa and the Guadalupe, and the 
amount collected more than tripled 
the amount contributed from the 
same source in 1943. 


atres 


League game to South and Central 9 NEGRO PIX MAY 


PRECIPITATE A SUIT 


Possibility of legal action grow- 
ing out of concurrent showings of 
two films on Negroes looms with 


| booking by five Manhattan theatres 
| of the Army indoctrination picture, 


“The Negro Soldier.” Another film 
with same idea was made by outfit 
called “The Negro Marches On, Inc.” 
Latter group’s feature tabbed, 
“We've Come a Long, Long Way” 
opens at the World, N. Y., follow- 
ing current. pic. 

“Negro Marches On” outfit warned 
the War Activities Committee, dis- 


|tributors of “Soldier,” that it would 


consider legal action if the other 
film was distributed. According to 
Jack Goldberg, prexy of “Negro 
Marches On,” its film was made with 


| cooperation of various Government 


| agencies 


and with understanding 


| that “Soldier” wouldn’t be released 
|until after “Long, Long Way” had 


been distributed. 


WAC has released “Soldier” for 
showing at the Rialto, Criterion, 
Central, Trans-Lux and _ Victoria 


theatres, however, and it remains to 
be seen what action will be taken 
by the commercial outfit which has 


always confined itself heretofore to 


production of films for presentation 
in Negro houses. 


BROWN AIDES HARMON 


Walter T. Brown, former execu- 
tive secretary to former Governor 
Herbert H. Lehman of N. Y., has 
joined the War Activities Committee 
as a fulltime associate to executive 
vice-chairman Francis S. Harmon. 

Brown is a former newspaperman, 
university professor and a veteran 
of World War I and II. He arrived 
in New York Monday (17) to take 
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PICTURES 5 


See No Further Decree Concessions 


By DJ, Big 5; 


Consent 
tween the Big Five and the Depait- | 
ment of Justice have reached a stale- | 
with neither side apparently | 


maic, 
inclined to introduce any further 
concessions or modifications. Pro- 


ducer-distributor chains are waiting | 


for Tom C. Clark, U. S. assistant at- | 


torney general, to make the next | 
move | 

As previously reported in “Va-) 
riety.’ representatives of the Big | 


Five feel that they cannot volunteer | 
further concessions without under- 
mining the structure of their respec- 
tive organizations, 

Rather than go much beyond the 
consent proposals already made, it 
is believed that the majors would 
rather face court proceedings. 

With both the current consent de- 
cree, which officially expired last | 
November, and the newly proposed 
consent decree viewed with equa! 
disfavor by independent exhibitors | 
and majors, opinion in trade circles 
is that there would be little mourn- | 
ing if the consent decree negotia- | 
tions terminated. ; 
2egarding possibility of divorce- | 

| 


ment proceedings, major company | 
reps state they fail to see how such | 
divorcement of theatre chains from | 
producer-distributors would help 
independent exhibitors. Question. | 


first. whether the courts would up- 
hold divorcement secondly. 
doubt that even if chains are di- 


vorced trom film companies whether 
the courts would approve breaking 
up the chains into small units. 

Meantime, distributor representa- 
tives traveling throughout the coun- 
try and talking to exhibitors report 
that the problem Which holds about 
the smallest portion of exhibitor at- 
tention at the moment is the matter 
of a consent decree. Similar 
have emanated from exhibitor cir- 
cles also 


reports 


Hays Prognosticates 
On the Future of Pix On | 
Occasion of 50th Anni 


Will Hays, MPPDA 
tribute to achievements of Thomas 
A. Edison and George Eastman as 
great inventors and great men in re- 
calling 50th anniversary of motion 
pictures at the adjourned annual 
meeting of Hays office directoraie 
in N. Y. last Friday (14). Lacking a 
quorum, session adjourned unti! 
later date after hearing Hays’ 

Hays’ speech marked actual date 
(April 14, 1894) that the world’s first 
commercial showing of motion pic- 
tures was held at 1155 Broadway. 
N. Y.. when first patrons looked into 


10 of ,Edison’s kinetoscope machine 


prexy. paid 


speecn 


( tnessed figures move on Easi- 
man’s film. He predicted a greate 
advance for pictures in the next 
decade than was “Birth of a Nation” 
“Great Train Robbery” 
nickelodeon days. 

Hays predicted that motion 
iuciences, after the war. 


over back in 


pic- 
would 


come from all corners of world in 
sreater numbers than ever dreamed 


Ol. “and artists who create our mo- 
tion pictures are mindful 
the opportunity to bring entertain- 
ment. culture and understanding to 
lese added millions. Story material. 
ldwide in appeal, already is be- 
ng xplored by our producers to 

demand of this wider audi- 
" Studios are developing new 
story-telling methods which will be 
a5 revolutionary as the flashback 
and the lap dissolve of 


the early 
aavances, made in photography. 


already 


He said the significant tec hnical 
color and sound during the war. will 
be veflected in pictures of tomorrow. 

Industry plans for celebrating the | 
Anniv ersary of the motion pi? 
ture business were revealed this 
Week, with the release of Columbia's 
short commemorating the anni. Ex- 
hivitors are given a 10-point com- 
munity plan to follow in local ob- 
servances, now in the hands of local 
exhibs. 

Coiumbia’s short. 
Showing Starting last Friday 


Treieased for) 
(14), 


includes early-day footage on May 


decree negotiations be-+ 


000.000. 


Exhibs Indifferent 


Bogart’s New Starrer 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Warners assigned Humphrey Bo- 
gart, i le working in “To Have 
and to Have Not,” to star 
“Nobody Lives Forever,” 
late spring production. 
Film is based on a novel by W. R. 
Burnett, who is writing the screen- 
play, 


Par Backlog Hits. 


role in 
slated for 


$76,000,000 Total 


Hollywood, April 18. 


Celluloid backlog in the Para- 
mount vaults represents a financial, 
investment of about $26.060,000, with) 
19 features, an all-time record for 


| 
the company, 


ready for showing, and 
six more high budgeters in various 
phases of editing and scoring. By 
May 15 the finished product 
number 25 features, 


will! 
Seven of them! 
than a million, led by 
“Frenchman's Creek,” rated at $3,- 
400,000, and “The Story of Dr. Was-| 
sell.” with a nut estimated at $2,-. 


cost more 


Others awaiting release are “Go-|! 
ing My Way,” “The Hitler Gang,” “I 
Love a Soldier,” “And the Angels 
Sing.” “Double Indemnity,” “The 
Great Moment.” “The Ministry of 
Fear,’ “Our Hearts Were Young and! 
Gay.” “Rainbow Island,” “Till We 
Meet Again,” “The Man in Half-} 
Moon Street.” “Henry Aldrich Plays 
Cupid,” “You Can’t Ration Love,” 
“Gambler's Choice,” “Take It Big,” 
and “One Body Too Many.” 

Finished with shooting and in the 
rooms are “Incendiary 
Blonde.” “Bring on the Girls.” “Sign 
ot the Cross.” “The Road to Utopia,” 
“Hail the Conquering Hero” and 
“Practically Yours.” 


‘tutting 
Cutting 


BING’S PRODUCTION C9. 
INITIALS WITH JOHN L. 


April 18. | 
John Lawrence Sullivan, 


Holly wood, 

Battles of 

in and out of the ring, will form the 
first picture to be made 

ly organized Bing Crosby 
Productions. Inc., for United Art- 
ts’ under the title “The 


Great John L.” Bing will not play 


basis of the 
by the ney 


yew corporation lists Crosby as 
president, with James Edward Grant 
and Frank Mastroly 
work 
Service 

directing. 


as co-producers 
before June 
Studios, with 


Picture goes into 
l at General 
Frank Tuttle 


| yond his 


‘imposing list of directors, 


approximately 1742" and 


| to 1710 % 


| berations at 


With Hollywood's most 


independent producers setting vir- 
tually their own terms with dis- 
tributors for selling their product, 


the pronounced swing of industry 
toppers away from major companies 
looms as the most significant de- 
velopment in the near-term = and 
post-war future of the picture busi- 
ness. 

Signing of top distribution execs 
by producers such as Samuel Gold- 
wyn, William Goetz-Leo Spitz and 
David O. Selznick is regarded within 
the trade as indicating a likelihood 
of more distribution companies com- 
ing into existence when the man- 
power problem eases after the war. 

International Pictures (Goetz- 
Spitz) and Samuel Goldwyn have 
long been reported nurturing aim of 
setting up distribution organizations, 
while Selznick’s tieup with Neil F. 


| Agnew portends plans reaching be- 


current place in United 
Artists. 
Most prominent independent pro- 


ducers have in the past expressed 


wishes to control the distribution of | 


their with an 
writers | 
and stars outside the studio contract 
lists, the producers are swiftly as- 
suming a dominant role in the trade. 

That Goldwyn set distribution at 


product. Currently, 


national made a deal whereby 
tribution charges range downward 
minimum points up the al- 
influence of important 
producers in deter- 


ready 
independent 


strong 


i mining distribution operations. 


Talent Follows Toppers 
Another development noted is the 
tendency of talent (stars. directors 
and writers) to leave studios in the 
wake of the departure of top execu- 
tives, many of them with a 


| following at the studios. 


This occurred when William Goetz 
left 20th-Fox and there are 
Warners since 
parture of Hal B. Wallis. 

At the moment, 
ducers are linked up with 
distribution outlets under 
tively short-term pacts. At RKO 
the independent producer bloe rep- 
resents perhaps the most important 
phase of operation. 
ternational, Disney, 


the de- 


existing 
compatra- 


Edward A. 


Golden, Eddie Cantor, MCA “pack- 
age” pix, and others are in this 
group. 


On the whole, with directors such 
as Sam Wood outside the studio con- 
tract lists, the number and calibre of 
top production talent outside the 
major studios is beg 
pare favorably with the names re- 
maining under studio pacts. 


Extras’ Wage Hike 
Told at Hearing 


Hi 00a, Apr l 
Weingarten $s Op Film extras were paid a total Pad 
Hollvwood. April 18 1 $4,190.060 in 1943, wit an average 
La Weingarten Metro studio! daily wage of $12.63 for 1.080 daily 
s progressing favorably at} calls. In 1936 they drew $2.420,435, 
Cedars of Lebanon hwspital after; with 858 daily jobs at an average of 
appendectomy Sunday $9.02. These figures were disclosed 
right (16) by Howard R. Phi Ib rook, general 
| manager of Central Casting Corp., 
testifying before the National Labor 
Ii John Rice. John Bunnv./ Relations Board in the earing of 
Flora Fin Teddy Roosevelt. Mary | t} petition of the S ¢ Player 
Pickford 30bby Harron, Harry! Union to be designated as bargaining 
Carey and Mabel Normand. New | agent for atmosphere players 
scenes show many outstanding Gist of Philbroock’s testimony was 


creen directors still active after 30 


vears or more in the industry. 


D. C. Fete 
Washjngton, April 18. 

anniversary of the film | 
was celebrated at a lunch- | 
Washington Visual War 
(Tues.). Francis S 
Harmon talked on films in the serv- | 
ice of democracy, with Stanton Grif- | 
fis. head of the OWI domestic mo- | 
tion picture bureau, presiding. Num- | 
vernment and industry peo- | 


Fittieth 
industry 
eon of the 
Workers today 


ber ol 36 


| ple were present. i 


that the 
extras have increased 
the formation of the Screen 


Guild. 


average daily earnings of 


steadily 


Al Pearce’s Rep. Pix 


Hollywood, April 18. 
and Al Pearce 
deal for three star- 
radio comic set to 


Republic got to- 
gether on new 
ring pix. with 
cut in on profits. 

First film under new pact 
based on current radio series, 


Valley.” 


important | 


Inter- | 
dis- } 


strong | 
rever- | 


independent pro- | 


Goldwyn, In-} 


inning to com- 


since | 
Actors | 


will be | 
“Fun | 


+ 


INDIE PRODS. SWING WEIGHT 


Selznick Sets Sales Plans 


Hollywood, April 18. 

Roadshow policy for David O. 
Selznick’s “Since You Went Away” 
is being worked out by Grad Sears 
of United Artists and Neil Agnew, 
sales chief for Selznick. 

Details not set as yet, but believed 
will follow line of “Gone With the 
Wind.” 


Pros and Cons On 


New Coast Bldg. 


Los Angeles, April 18. 
Independent Theatre Owners of 


Southern California are opposed to 
the War Production Board's idea of 


building more theatres in this area 
| to take care of war 


worker amuse- 


ment needs, according to a report by 
'R. H. Poole, ITO secretary, to J. Wal- 
|ter Blair, WPB representative. 

Most of the indie theatres in this 
territory, Poole declared, are run- 
ning at only 40% capacity and are 
capable of providing ample seatage 
for war workers if propely 

On the other 
| chain operators are gandering future 
theatre sites in this territory with 
| the idea of putting on a heavy build- 
ing campaign after the war. General 
opinion is that show business in 
Coast industrial areas will continue 


to thrive in the post-war rehabilita- | 


Understood there has 
land buying in 
|months, with keen scrambling for 
desirable spots. One circuit is said 
to have acquired five sites and made 
advance payments on construction 
steel and other materials for deliv- 
ery as soon as available. 


tion period. 


been much recent 


HUGH OWEN FOLLOWING 


Reported Hugh Owen, eastern- 


southern division sales manager fo! 


Paramount, resign to join the 


David O. 
| ization in a sales 
F. Agnew, v.p. in charge of 
| wide distribution of Selznick 
uct, though there is no 
| confirmation from any quarter on 
such a move. 


may 
Vanguard organ- 
capacity under Neil 
world- 


Selznick- 


prod- 


immediate 


Charles M. Reagan, v.p. over dis- 
tribution at Par, who moved up to 
succeed Agnew there, knew 
of no such reports or intentions on 
the part of Owen, dnd that he had 
|; not as yet reached the point 
| he had anything to report re 


said he 


where 


‘sultant 


upon his accession to the Agnew 
post. Par’s new sales chieftain, how- 
ever, said that he might within a 
| week. 

| Owen, long with Par in sales, wa 
made eastern-southern division man- 


ager two years ago when J. J. Unge 
resigned. He had formerly been dis- 
trict manager at Dalla 

On the 
due back next Monday (27) and will 
few days at Pa 


Coast at present. Agnev 


spend a ‘amount 


clearing up personal matte pre- 
paratory to devoting al! future time 
to the Selznick organizatior 


‘Dark Waters’ for Harrison 


| 
| 
| 


| 


AGNEW TO SELZNICK? 


| in the company 


| the idea of 


Hollywood, 
Joan Harrison, who turned out 
“The Phantom Lady” as we fisst 
producer effort, will produce “Dark | 
Waters” for Benedict Boveat with 


United Artists releasing. 

Bogeaus is rounding up top play- 
ers for the film while Miss Harrison 
is iatitoai on the script. 


at Col. 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Columbia has signed Richard Blu- 
menthal to producer contract. 
It’s his first pix deal since leaving 
' Paramount several months ago. 


' film 


Metro Trailblazing With Simpler 
Contract Form for Selling Product 


Simplified form of standard cone 
tract for selling pictures. 
manded by exhibitors throughout 
the country to replace the current 
lengthy, complicated contract forms 
used by major distributors, is likely 
to come into general use shortly. 

Metro, taking action individually, 
is already preparing a shorter. sim- 
plified form of contract which may 
be ready in time for the Metro sales 
forces to use in selling the seventh 
block of five pictures which is sched- 
uled to be placed on the market 
early next month. 

Metro’s move, the first in the 
direction of a simplified contract yet 
reported, is likely to be followed 
by other majors in due course. 
Metro attorneys are understood 20- 
ing over the final details of the new 
form. From accounts, tentative 
plans are to eliminate entirely about 
six lengthy clauses and to condense 
other clauses, so as to reduce the 
contract to the barest essentials. 

Among other exhibitor groups the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America has in the past strongly 
recommended a simplified industry 
contract form and this proposal has 
been included in virtually every dis- 
cussion anent a consent decree or 
other exhibitor-distributor relations 
confabs. 


long de- 


hand. Pacific: Coast Korda’s UA Sale Puts 


Pickford in Key Seat 
Between Chaplin-D.0.S. 


Hollywood, April 18. 

Deal by which Alexander Korda’s 
United Artists stock was acquired by 
Mary Pickford,-Charles Chaplin and 
David O. Selznick in equal 
will put Miss Pickford in the driver's 
seat, handling the balance of power. 
Selznick and Chaplin often hold op- 
posing views on business policy. and 
if such cases come up in the future 
the femme voice will have the last 
word, 


shares 


Purchase of the 4,000 Korda 
shares, which gave each of the 
owner-members a one-third interest 
was completed atter 


a lengthy protest by Arthur W. 


Kelly, representing Chantn, ho did 
not feel that the tw hy should 
spend $1,000,000 to purchase the 
Korda holdings. but that it should 


have been sold to an outside party. 


Ever since Korda joined Metro, 
there had been discussion of plans 
to obtain hi interests Wl United 
Artists. Korda had maintained that 
he was a “willing seller” and didn’t 
care who bought Wh en he set h 
price recently in New York, the re 
wa mere ly a matter of work ig out 


details of the deal by the UA boarc, 
consisting of Ed Raftery, Gradwell 
Sears, George Bagnall and Kelly 
Kelly, who has always been close 
to Chaplin and 
with J. Arthur-Rank of London, was 
understood to have 
elling the tock on the 


nov associated 


sold his Doss or 


outside, with the British film mogul 
in mind as the buyer. I! a deal like 
that had been engineered, it would 
have Live! Rank in npo Lal OUL- 
let for d ibution of |} product 


Korda Buys Studios 
At Elstreet From Rank 
London, April 18 
Coincident wit tne sale of his 


interest in United Artists, Sir Alex- 


ander Korda* has purchased the 
Amalgamated Studics at Elstree, 
near here, from J. Arthur Rank. 


Fox’s 2 Book Buys 


20th-Fox last purchased the 
rights to “Boomerang.” 
Commander William Chambliss. for 
production by Louis De Rochemont, 
Before joining the U. S. Navy, 
Chambliss was with the 20th ex- 
ploitation department. Book is to 
be published by Harcourt. Brace. 
20th last week also closed for the 
screen rights to “Cluny Brown,” 
nove! by Margery Sharp, deal pre- 
varieusly reported in negotiation, 


week 


book by 


— 
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‘Y Great shorts will round out a great show! With “Buffalo Bill,” play “The Mailman qs 
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a Movietone Adventure, and “My Boy Johnny,” a Terrytoon in Technicolor! 


COOPERATE WITH UNCLE SAM. WAC RECRUITING WEEK MAY llth THRU 17th. 


| 
A 
| CENTURY-FOX 
tchell Edgar Buchanan - ‘Anthony Quinn - Moroni Olsen + Frank Fenton + Matt Briggs - George Lessey 7 
graphe n TECHNICOLOR * Screen Play by AEneas MacKenzie, Clements Ripley and Cecile Kramer + Based on a Story by Frank Winch 4 
i 4 
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Average Theatre Manager Only As- | 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Republic is dusting off “Three Sis- | 
' ters.” musical comedy-drama, after | 
W A Bank Prex —Gallu a long time on the shelf, for a pro- | 
e nown S p y duction start April 26, with Mary | 
Lee and Ruth Terry as two of the} 
Average picture theatre manager¢ | three sisters. Jane Withers, original- 
in the U. S. is only as well known! e j ly assigned to play the third sister, 
as the bank president in a commun-} Appeal Det. WLB Nix | has been reassigned to star in an- 
itv and only 7% of his patrons dis-} ees pare | other musical, slated to start in June. 
cuss film attractions with him, ac-|} prt | Joseph Santley will direct “Sis- 
cording to a survey completed by | An appeal 1S here ters, with Harry Grey pro- 
Audience Research. . Gallup subsid. the Regional War Labor Board's qucer, | 
hat the decision refusing bid to raise local | 
‘inema managers are less known to- Pj k ¢ 
pan, Both city and state film carriers’ IC wic 0 
request for a raise had been joined Lik | 
name of the manager, 7“ — with that of the Teamsters’ Union, Decisions een Li ely 
him which was seeking an increase of |. 
while in 1941 23¢> knew nis varee |$2-50 per man, retroactive to May 1, Curbing Further Suits 
and 38% recogniz d |1943. The request for a raise also 
years ago 10‘, admitted they dis- carried with it a provision for time Victories for the major distribu- | 


cussed screen product with the man- 
ager, 1944 figures representing a 3% 
decline. 

Consensus of the survey is that 
the average American film manager 
is virtually anonymous in his com- | 
munity, with vast majority not 
knowing what the public wants to} 
see for the simple reason that he’s 
not well enough known to paying 
customers and a vast majority never | 


screen attractions with pat-} 


Giscuss 
Tons, 
Audience Research survey covered 
both and individual exhibs, | 
but is confused with what 
the managers are doing on the war 
effort, this being handled in a sepa-| 
rate survey now in work. 
One half of the people living in} 
communities of less than 10,000 pop- |, 
ulation know the theatre managet’s 
name 
Survey attempted to contrast how 
well known the theatre manager was 
as compared with other merchants. 
Aside from showing that even bank | 
prexy, obviously a lesser-known in- 
dividual in the average community, 
is as widely knawn as the film the- 
atre exhib, the checkup showed the 
manager of a grocery store and} 
owner of a drug store, in contrast, | 
was known by more than half of the 
people in communities checked. 


cireults 


not 10 oe 


DOESN'T LOOK SO HOT 


FOR FREON THIS YEAR 


To the dismay of theatre circuits, 
engineers and others, a new highly- 
powerful refrigerant developed by 
DuPont, known. as Freon-22, will 


not be made available for air-cooling | 


in 
the war. 

Meantime, like the ordinary Freon, 
which the vast majority 
and other cooled places have been 
using, the new chilling chemical is 
being diverted to war purposes, ac- 
cording to a check with DuPont. 
However, after peace is won, engi- 
neers envision a boom in refriger- 
ating theatres not now cooled, other 
places of entertainment, 
and homes, because the new Freon-22 
requires a much smaller compressor 
and other more simplified machin- 
ery. Also, it will cool a 
larger area than has been 
up to now with less juice 
lower cost. 

Because Freon itself is no longer 
available, let alone Freon-22, and | 
engineers warn against the use of 
several substitutes on the market, a 
large number of theatres as well 
as film exchanges may be forced to 
lock up their cooling plants. 


and at 


Warning on Winter Coal 
Washington, April 18. 
Midwestern theatres which burn 


coal were on the receiving end of a| 
tip Monday (17) from solid fuel ad- | 
Ickes to buy | 


ministrator Harold 
now and stock up for next winter. 
He warned them not to wait for the 
southern coal but to ouy the product 


of the midwestern mines or risk a} 
very grave danger of having to get 
along next winter with “consider- | 
ably less coal” than they would | 
need. 

Many of the midwest mines, ac- 
cording to Ickes, are producing at 
less than capacity because con- 


sumers are not placing orders now. 


H’wood’s Pooch Pic Play 


April 18. 
once glorified by 
and Rin-Tin-Tin, is 


Hollywood, 
Canine cycle, 
Strongheart 


coming back with four major studios! 


| ers of Eastern Pennsylvania. 


the commercial field until after | 


of theatres | 


restaurants | 


much | 
possible | 


half for hours above the 40- 


week, 


and a 
hour 


Philly Indies Nix 
20th-Fox’s Offer Of 
‘Prompt Adjustments 


Philadelphia, April 18. | 

The offer made by Tom Connors, 
20th-Fox v.p.. to adjust percentage 
pictures on the basis of “overhead” 
for the ‘e, was. given the 
thumbs-down treatment last week 
by Allied Theatre Own- 


Connors’ offer made to a delega- 
tion of Allied leaders two weeks ago | 
was read to a general membership 
meeting. 

Proposal of “prompt adjustments” 
35°) and 40°. product, is not the | 
answer to the problem of basic over- 
selling an Allied spokesman pointed 
out. 


One exhib 


said that adjustment on 
the basis of “reasonable overhead” 
reduced the exhibitor to the status 
of “a glorified janitor.” 

“We take 
compensating 
parable pro 


a’l the risks without the | 
opportunity for com- 
he said. 

satisfaction with the at- 
titude of th-Fox on percentage | 
pictures acd “preferred playing | 
time” was expressed at the meet- | 
ing. | 
| A spokesman for the delegation 
meeting with Connors said that they 
did not feel that “any substantial 
worthwhile progress had been made 
| with 20th-Fox.” 

“The general feeling, however,” he 
| said, “is to await developments and 
see how the policies announced by 
Connors work out in practice.” 

The committee was authorized by 
the membership to continue its ef- 
| forts to iron out differences with the 
distributor. 

It was also suggested that a com- 
mittee study the possibility of organ- 
izing an independent 
| booking combine. This was taken 

under advisement. 
| Committee reports were read on 
|; Manpower, employmer:t and service 
| maintenance in the territory. For- 
exhibitors, representing ap- 
proximately 150 theatres, attended. 


| 
| 


20TH-FOX WANTS 40%, 


General ¢ 


| ty-five 


ware Fox has allocated “Buffalo | 
in its highest percentage brack- | 
yg and is making no contracts | 
preferred playing time is 
agreed to. Very few pictures of this 
| outdoor-western type have been 
sold On such a basis over the years. 
20th-Fox has grouped “Buffalo 
Bill” with two others which are be- 
ing sold either on percentage or flat, 
depending on the accounts, ‘“Tam- 
pico” and “Shine to Victory.” 
Harry Sherman, former Par west- 
erns producer, who shifted to United 
| Artists, was offered a permanent 
| production berth with 20th after the 
company offigials saw “Buffalo Bill,” 
but could not accept, due to his UA 
contract. He brought the picture 
| in under the budget and in less time 
|} than called fot under the 
| schedule. 


FOR ‘BUFFALO BILL? 


Team-Play on ‘Czarina’ 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Strange directorial setup has been 
established for 20th-Fox’s “Czarina.” 


readying five features based on) 
heroic barkers. 

Metro is ready to shoot, “Laddie, 
Son of Lassie,” a sequel to “Lassie | 
Come Home.” and is scripting an-| 
other dog tale. “Hold High the | 
Torch.” Meanwhile, Paramount, | 
20th-Fox and RKO also are going to | 


the bow-wows. 


Ernst Lubitsch production slated as | 


la Tallulah Bankhead starrer. 

Otto Preminger, who has been. 
named director, will rehearse the | 
actors in conjunction with Lubitsch | 


will go before the cameras with | 
Preminger doing the solo director 
chore. 


| Haven case on Friday 


| Prefect 
| Holding Corp. 


| filed. 


| the 


buying and | 


shooting | 


t | ing, now in the hands of the public, 
prior to shooting, and then the film | redemption action will mean a sav- 


Rep Preps ‘Three Sisters’ 


|tors and theatre circuits in the New 


(14), and two 
weeks ago for Warner Bros. and dis- 
tribs in the William Goldman (Phil- 
adelphia) action, plus the settlement | 
of the suit against’ the Lueas & 
Jenkins circuit in Georgia, are ex- 
pected to discourage a flood of anti- 
trust litigation. To some extent this 


? was feared after the Chicago win by 
independent operator. 


New’ Haven suit, brought by 
Pheatres, Inc., Fairfield 
and Grenfield Corp.. | 


The 


in connection with the Pickwick, 
Greenwich, Conn., involving triple 
idamages of $5,450.575, was ex- 


pected to last for several weeks but! 
was dismissed Friday (14) by Fed- ! 
eral Judge Carrol C. Hincks.  Al- 
though a jury was sitting on the 
case, and various distributor de- 
fendant witnesses were yet to be! 
called, Judge Hincks commented in 
throwing case out that fur- | 
‘ther o1 whe“ Was war -% 
vanted.” | 
An appeal is expected in the New 
Haven case, while in the Goldman 
Philadelphia suit for $1,350,000 
against Warner Theatres and major 
distributors, in which Goldman lost, 
notice of appeal has already been | 


In addition to the eight major dis- 


tribs, Skouras Theatres Corp. and} 
Fox-Metropolitan Playhouses were | 
named in addition to George and | 
| Spyros Skouras individually. How- | 
ever. the Skouras brothers were | 
never served in the action. 


Prefect Theatres, Inc., operating 
Pickwick, is headed by Edward 
J. Peskay, formerly buyer for Na- 
tional Theatres (20th-Fox) and now 
eastern rep for several producers re- 
leasing through United Artists. 


Goldman Files Appeal 
Philadelphia, April 18. 

William A. Gray, attorney for 
Goldman Theatres, on Saturday (15) | 
| filed an appeal against the dismissal 
of the anti-trust case against Warner | 
Bros. and major distributors. Gray 
maintained that Federal Judge Wil- 
liam H. Kirkpatrick had erred when 
he tossed out the case in which 
| Goldman asks $1.350.000 triple dam- 


| ages against the defendants in behalf 
| of the Erlanger, which he has under 
| lease. 


| Judge Kirkpatrick in a 17-page 
| opinion had declared that Goldman 
| had failed to show any restraint in 


trade “in interstate commerce,” only 
basis for such a suit in a Federal 
|} Court. If Warners had any monop- 


oly. the Court had ruled, 
and did not involve 
merce. 


15 PIX, 7 IN COLOR, 
PLOTTED AT 20TH-FOX 


Hollywood, April 18. 


it was local 
interstate com- 


| Most active schedule in 20th-Fox 
history being mapped out, with 15 
top pix, seven in Technicolor, on 
shooting schedule Big push gets 
under way with “Winged Victory,” 
followed by “The Czarina,” “Dia- 
mond Horseshoe.” “Where Do We Go 
From Here?”, “State Fair,’ “Two- 
Faced Quilligan,” and “Sunday Din- | 
| ner for Soldier.” 

Other pix will be moved, up in 
order to obviate production lag dur- 


ing the 


summer, 


K-A-0 Redeeming 7% Pid. 


| Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
torate last 


Corp. direc- 
week authorized the re- | 
| demption of all 7° Convertible Pre- 
ferred shares next June 15. 
Stock*will be redeemed at $110 per 
| share plus accrued dividends to that 
date, making $114.46 amount each 
shareholder will receive. Besides | 


| clearing up the 6.983 shares outstand- 


ing of $48.881 annually for the cor- 
poration. K-A-O common is held by | 


| RKO. 


;much difference today, 


/pressagented a strike of picture operators, 


the road 


, clogged 


rhe NAS 
esbere. the mest, dough was 


‘McDermott and Eddie Cox. 


time I vill haf a 


{ musical, 
| production. 
' requested his release from Stone. 


| Jack Chertok takes over 


; handle the Cole Porter biography, 


‘air-cooled picture houses this summer, 
with cool breezes from the Capitol plant. 
representatives would be denied the air cooling systems as well as 


(Continued on page 19) 


Lefty's Notebook 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Ca! 
Dear Joe: 

Sitting here thinking of the coming political conventions at C} 
reminds me it was just 20 years ago (1924) when radio made such a tey- 
rific hit because of the Democratic Convention. Remember “26 for Under. 
What a gold mine that gag was for the comics! 
prices from your favorite bootlegger 
$70, brandy three star $45, 
$70, vermouth $45. 
so much more fun getting it 


wood"? 

That was quite a 
scotch, $70 for rye, champagne 
gin $18, bacardi $35, 
but it 


year: were S4f 
Zin $35 
Not Ve 


20 years 


ior 
Gordon benedictine 


Was 


ago, and what a grand feeling it was when you drank it and lived! 


Pert Kelton did a Chaplin imitation in an act with her mother and dad. 
Her mother played a mean cornet and her dad faked leading the orches- 
tra. They had feuds among columnists thase days, too. FPA and Bugs 
Baer feuded—Bugs claimed that FPA reprinted under contribs names two 
of Bugs’ gags, “In Texas where men are men and women are governors.” 
and “Rome wasn't bilked in a day.” FPA claimed he didn’t read Bugs’ 
column. 

Alfred McCosker, of the board of Mutual Broadeasting, 
local 306. It was the third 
“Abie’s Irish Rose”—it is still with us today on the air and on 
in legit. The Hippodrome was going a terrific business with a 
two-a-day policy of vaudeville, grossing between $35,000 and $50.000 a 
week. Now it’s a parking lot. The Mosconis held the Palace record, 
having played there with different acts 41 weeks in nine years. Sixty 
acts were booked in army camps. Sophie Tucker was billed as “Madame.” 
and when she made her entrance the orchestra boys would yell, “Hello 
Madame.’ The Duncan Sisters in “Topsy and Eva” grossed nearly $500,006 
in 20 weeks in Chicago. Thirty-five new radio stations opened 
up the air lines. Robert Benchley was doing his “Treasurer's 
Report” at the Palate aid goaling “ein. Robert Manteli and Genevieve 
Hamper went into vaude with a scene from “‘Macbeth.” Shakespeare stuff 
was first done in vaude by Julia Arthur with a scene from “Hamlet.” 
The critics panned Dave Belasco’s show, “The Harem,” and Dave pui a 
sarcastic ad in the papers reading, “Gentlemen of the Press, I thank vou.” 


now chairman 


vear of 


a 


| Tammany Young was all set to do an act written by Damon Runyon about 


nty of 
played 


gatecrashing, but they didn't open the vaudeville gates for it. Ple 
standard acts were playing the big picture houses. They just 

Joe Frisco a single, 
Frisco now is better than ever. 
horse talk is one of the top spots of any single we have ever had. 
year burley was introduced to Broadway at the Columbia theatre ‘now 
Mayfair). The first line spoken on the stage there was “Dot's the last 
fight mit ah beer keg.’ Henry Nelson, a Dutch comie, 
Speaking about burlesque reminds me of the old Amazon 


leaving Loretta 
I think his 
That 


The next year (1925) had 


spoke ‘em. 


| marches every show had—then the boxstep that all the chorus girls used, 


Then Mile. DeLeon came along with her cooch dance. She had men come 
up from the audience and take off her garter. She sure packed ‘em in. 
And the cops sure packed her in in many a police patrol. She was re- 
placed by the stripteasers, which kept the wagon going, too. Now there's 
no more burlesque. 

The year of 1925 saw Eugene and Willie Howard split when Willie went 
into “Sky High.” The Morning Telegraph gave up as an amusement 
paper and leaned more towards sports. That was the year the tailor 
racket was going strong: man would come backstage, say he was a tailor, 
take out the actor’s clothes to be cleaned and pressed for the matinee— 
and he never came back. Eva Tanguay came back to the Palace after a 
year and a half absence; she was a riot, singing “Nobody Knows My Num- 
ber Yet and My Lines Are Not Bad.” Clayton, Jackson and Duranie 
opened at the Dover club. Now Jimmy Durante is practically running for 
president. The State Lake theatre. Chicago, the biggest moneymaker «at 
$676,000 that year, cut the salaries of acts playing there. Wow! 

That was the year Frank Fogarty. Jean DeReske, Tom Dingle, Frank 
Morrell, Sandow, Mike Whalen, Press Eldridge, Jean Havez, Frank Mee 
| Nish, James Cullen and Kate Elinore all went to Heaven's Green Room. 
Grand guys. Sez 

Your pal, 
Left. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Larry Adler’s walkout on an Andrew Stone filmusical, “Sensations of 
1944” (U. A.), developed from what the harmonicaist thought would consti- 
tute a misuse of Maurice Ravel's famed “Bolero,” which Adler-has Jong 
featured and to which he was granted gratis performance rights by the 
late French composer. When Stone wanted Adler to play the “Bolere” 
in an office audition routine he balked, feeling that eventually it sheule 
and will be done right. 

An idea of the tune’s intrinsic worth is evidenced by the $20.000 Para 
mount haa to pay Ravel's publishers for one film usage some seasons #£9, 
and Metro would have had to pay double for a proposed Eleanor Powell 
but that deal never jelled. Adler feels it merits full symphonic 
not a brushoff, and rather than underplay Ravel that way he 


Germs, accidents and other human frailties are still an expensive e€le- 
ment in film making. according to a checkup of four pictures in the last 
month. Susan Peters’ ailing appendix caused an indefinite postponement 


of “Secrets in the Dark” at Metro. Fibber sed 
three weeks of idleness the “Heavenly 
Young’s measles and ailments of several other cast members cost a menth 
in the filming of “Minstrel Man” at PRC. Gary Cooper fell off a bicycle 
and delayed “Casanova Brown” for eight days. Several months ago there 
were eight major troupes idling because of numerous illnesses. 


McGee’s pneumonia cau 


on Days” set at RKO. Gera 


Twentieth-Fox office in Pittsburgh refused to allow the Harris to issue 
any newspaper passes at all for “Song of Bernadette” during pictures 
engagement there. Vhen couple of drama eds called up and wondered 
about their usual allotments, they were told only season courtesies were 
being honored and the week-to-week Oakleys were out. Mild protest 
brought them the customary courtesies eventually, however, but they 
were in the form of regular $1.10 tickets which Harris paid for itself. 


Hal Wallis moved his personal effects off the Warners lot after #» 
association of 21 years. He left four story properties, previously on )'8 
production schedule, to be reassigned to other producers at the stucaio. 

the\Bette Davis starrer, “The Corn Is Green: 
Henry Blanke draws “Hotel Berlin—1943"; Robert Buckner gets “God Is 
My Co-Pilot,”. and Arthur Schwartz. recently signed as a producer, ¥ 1 
“Night and Day.” 


Although the Office of Civilian Requirements wili deny freon to ™: 
it wili see that Congress is sup} 


It was hinted that senators ene 
ine 


ne 
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IA Studio Deals Re 


Reopenable If Wage Ceiling Raised 


ady for WL8 But 


Putting the finishing touches to 


two-year individual contracts for 11 
studio locals of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, negotiations on which have 
spread over six weeks of N. Y. 
meetings, these and a new five-year 
basic agreement for the IATSE are 
expected to be formally signed to- 
day (Wednesday) for immediate 


submission to the War Labor Board. | 


Under the deals made, one at a 
time, a total of around 15,000 IA 
studio employees will be brought up 
to the “Little Steel” formula and 
beyond in some cases through re- 
classifreations, new classifications 
and special concessions, such as 
agreement of the producers to seek 
a 25° boost for costumers on 
grounds of inequity. 

While the IA unions, as well as 
other internationals and members of 
the Conference of Studio Unions, such 
as the painters, machinists, police 
guards, ete., are conceded to have 
scored decisive victories, the pro- 
ducers are reported steadfast in re- 
fusing to reopen the deal with the 
cameramen on request for shorter 
hours or to consider sickleave pro- 
visions. Victories for the IATSE 
locals include seniority provisions 
in accordance with by-laws of this 
international’s unions which protect 
working and membership as well as 
work priority rights. These vary 
considerably. In addition to seniori- 
ty provisions, the studios have 
agreed to take back on jobs men 
who have gone into the service with- 
out loss of standing with their re- 
spective unions. 

IA locals, retroactive to Jan. 1 last, 
extend to Jan. 1, 1946, under terms 
reached, it is understood that if the 
ceiling of “Little Steel” is raised to 


“28 


25°, or over, then the unions can re- | 
open their deals on wage scale only. | the presidency. 


Although their deal had been 
formally elosed a week ago, the 
cameramen wanted to reopen it to 
cut 54 and 57-hour work weeks of 
six days to a flat 48 hours for all, 
this looking cold. 
IA’s 5-Year Basic Contract 

With the conclusion of deals cov- 
ering the 11 IA locals, the producer 
negotiating group entered into a 
new five-year basic contract for 
studio jurisdiction with the IATSE 
itself, effective Aug. 1 next, with the 
IA as of that date to represent all 
locals in any matters coming up. 
The IA is one of the seven interna- 
tional unions signatory to the basic 
agreement. New five-year 
agreement, together with individual 


contracts, also goes to the WLB for | 


approval. 


Prior to the lengthy huddles with | 


the IA having settled with other 
members of the basic agreement on 
new two-year deals and with the 
Conference of Studio Unions, all 
that remains to be negotiated is a 
deal with the American Federation 
of Musicians, whose president, James 
C. Petrillo, is demanding studio staff 
orchestras on fulltime basis, 
ing from 25 pieces for Universal, Co- 
lumbia and Republic, to 30 for RKO 
and 35 for Metro, Paramount, 20th- 
Fox and Warners. 
ing with Petrillo 


yesterday (Tues- 


cay) was called off with no immeédi- | 


ate date for discussions set, though 
expected the studio bunch will again 
sit down with the AFM delegation 
tomorrow (Thursday) or Friday 
(21). In addition, it’s expected that 
Wage increases up te total of “Little 
Steel” 
the AFM, together with 
Same as granted all other unions _in 


Studios and other improved work- 
ing conditions. 
Some union representatives who 


have been east more than six weeks 
on the meetings left for the Coast 
Sunday (16): others left yesterday | 
(Tuesday), and some of the pro- 
ducer reps in the studios will start 
back west tomorrow, while a few 
Will remain behind until probably 
the first of next week. ; 

Eastern sessions, now in seventh 
Week, have all been held in the N. Y. | 
Olfices of Pat Casey, general labor | 
Contact for the producers, and at- | 
tended by company presidents or |} 
other high major producer-distribu- | 
tor execs, plus the studio delegation. | 


FIRE RAZES THEATRE 
Memphis, April 18. 
The Saenger, Hope, Ark., one of 
the state's newest houses, was de- 


Stroyed by fire b@lieved caused by 


lightning during an electrical storm 
recently. 

. House was owned and operated by 
I. A. Lightman circuit. 


4.9... 


basic | 


rang- | 


Scheduled meet- | 


or above will be sought by | 
vacations 
| 


| George E. 


| dustry, 


Stanwyck’s Conn. Yule 


Hollywood, April 18: 
Next chore for Barbara Stanwyck 
at Warners will be the top femme 
role in “Christmas in Connecticut.” 
William Jacobs will produce the 
film, based on a novel by Aileen 
Hamilton. 


See Strong Opposish 
To IA’s Walsh Among 


306 Delegates to Conven 


Of the 12 delegates of Local 306, | 
Moving Picture Machine Operators | 
of N. Y., strongest local in the In- | 
|ternational Alliance of Theatrical | 
| Stage Employees, selected to attend | 
ithe IA convention in St. Louis, May | 
29, a majority is understood to be in 
opposition to Richard F. Walsh, 
president. 

A total of seven among these dele- | 
gates are said to side oppositely to | 
Walsh, being Joseph M. Ambrossia, | 
treasurer of 306; Nat Doragoff, re-| 
cording secretary; Sam Kaplan, | 
member of the executive board; | 
Morris Kravitz, N. Y. business man- | 
ager; Ben Scher, Brookly~ business | 
manager; Harry Storin, v.p. and 
member of exec. board; and Eddie 
Stewart of the executive’ board. | 
Herman Gelber, also a delegate and 
president of 306, is reported to be | 
on the fence, with result it isn’t | 
known how his voting will swing. 
ported behind William Bennett of 
the Washington (D. C.) stagehands | 
union who received a_ surprising 
|number of votes, though he made no | 
campaign, at last June's election for 
This time Bennett | 
is electioneering and understood | 
that he has been assured of com- | 
| plete backing by the New England, | 
| middlewestern, Pennsylvania and 
| California delegates. It is also re- | 
| ported that virtually all stagehands’ | 
unions will back him. 

Delegates to the IA convention, in | 
addition to those already named, will | 
be Joe Basson, special IA repre- | 
sentative and assistant to Walsh, 
who was former president of Locai 
/306: Charles Bickman, financial 
secretary of 306; Herman Boritz, of 
the executive board and Frank In 
cardia, non-exec member of the 
union. 

Although a member of 306 but not 
now active in this type of work. be- 
ing editor of the International Pro- 
tradepaper, Harry Sher- 


Ly 


| jectionist, 


number of votes as a delegate to the 
'eonvention, coming within 60. of 
winning among approximate 
2.200 members of the union. He was 
president of 306 prior to Basson’s 
regime. Sherman resigned the 
presidency to go into theatre opera- 
tion. 

Lou Johnson, head of the Metro 
shipping room in N. Y. and presi- 
dent of Local B-51, Film Exchange 
Employees Union, has been chosen | 
'as a delegate to the IA convention. 
| He will represent the 10th district, | 
embracing N. Y., Albany, Buffalo, | 
Rochester and Boston, not only for 
the so-called “B” unions embracing | 
shippers, inspectors, rewinders, etc., | 
but also the “F” unions in this dis- 
| trict, being the frontoffice white-col- 
ilar workers. A meeting was held 
' at Albany Saturday (15) for the pur- 
pose of electing Johnson to the con- 
vention. 


U.S. to Sentence levin | 


In B.&B. Case May 17 


Isadore Zevin, former secretary to 
Browne, convicted ex- 
head of the IATSE, had his sentence 


| postponed on Monday (17) by Fed- | 
eral Judge Alfred C. Coxe in New | 
York until May 17. Zevin was in- 

| dicted on nine-count perjury | 


charge, when he told a special Fed- 
eral grand jury, investigating rack- 
eteering in the motion picture in- 
in connection with the 
whereabouts of the $1,500.000 special 
slush fund collected from members 
of the IA. that the fund was being | 
used to pay salaries and expenses of 
IA representatives. 

According to the Government, 
Zevin knew that the fund was being 
split up by George E. Browne, | 


sters, who were convicted last De- 
for conspiracy to 


cember 


industry. 


| last 


SAG TO HIT PRODUCERS 


man polled an exceptionally large} 


; charging plagiarism of a 


upon 


Willie Bioff and the Chicago mob- |} 


extort | 
more than $1,000,000 from the film | 


Beery’s Blimp Burden 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Wallace Beery’s next starrer for | 
Metro is a blimp drama, “Airship 
Squadron No. 4,” slated to start May 
10 with exteriors at Navy's lighter- 
than-air station at Lakehurst. N. J. ! 
William Wellman is assigned as di- 
rector and Sam Marx as producer. | 


More Legal Troubles 
Complicate Already 
Tragic Kaimann Clan 


St. Louis. April 18. | 
Another page of the familv-biz 
row among officers of the. Balka 
Corp., owner of two indie nabes of} 
the Kaimann Bros. Amus. Co., that) 
has already resulted in one attempted 
murder and a suicide, was unfolded 
week when Mrs. Marguerite 
Kaimann filed suit in the Circuit 
court to’ prevent her in-laws from 
electing a director and vice-presi- 
dent to succeed her late husband. 
The shooting of Clarence Kaimann 
by his brother, William, last Jan. 26, 
is reported to have been the out- 
growth of a family row over an 
election of officers in the comnany. 
Mrs. Kaimann’s suit was filed after 
she received word that a meeting of 
the board of Balka Corp. was set 
for Thursday (13) in the O'Fallon 
theatre, where the shooting occurred. 
Mrs. Kaimann succeeded her hus- 
band as v-p of Kaimann Bros. Amus 
Co., and of the Hyde Park Amus. 
Co., another organization controlling 
houses of the Kaimann chain. Her 
attorney said she felt that her in- 
laws are trying to exclude her from 
a role in the operation of the com- 
panies. 
Mrs. Kaimann’s petition asked the | 


by election, a directorship left vacant | 
by her husband's death, transferring 
the corporation’s bank account, em- 
ploying an advertising man, account- 
ant and bookkeeper, electing a vice- 
president, moving its offices, retain- 
ing counsel and setting specific dates 
for board meetings. 

Circuit Judge William L. Mason | 
issued a temporary restraining or- | 


der and directed the corporation to 
show cause by April 27 why it 
should not be made permanent. The | 
Balka Corp. owns the Janet and 
Bridge theatres. 


FOR EXTRAS’ PAY BOOST 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Screen Actors Guild will renew its 
demand on the producers for imme- 
diate arbitration of pay raises for 
extras, regardless of the petition of 
the Screen Players Union to be des- | 


ignated bargaining for atmosphere | 
players. National Labor’ Board’s | 
hearing on the petition has been | 
recessed. to await compilation of 
payroll records for extras. SAG an-| 
nouncement, disclosed by John 


Dales, Jr., executive secretary, says: 

“During the adjournment, the 
Guild will move immediately to in- | 
vestigate every legal means of forc- | 
ing the producers arbitrate 
Guild demands for new and general 
pay increases for extras. day play- | 
ers and free lance actor minimums. 
The ringleaders of the Screen Play- 
ers Union and their attempts to split 
the Guild are responsible for the 
delay in arbitration. The producers | 
far have refused to arbitrate 
while they face the threat of a com- 
peting union in the screen 
field.” 


Krasne, WB Sued For 
3006 on ‘O’Rourke’ Rap 


New Haven, April 18. 
Krasne, of the 


Academy award for the most “orig- 


sO 


acting | 


Norman winner 
inal” screenplay of the year (“Prin- 
cess O'Rourke”), 
fendant in a $300,000 damage action, 
along with Warner Bros., by Helen 
Grace Carlyle, author, in U. S. Fed-| 
eral court here last week in a suit 
screenplay 


O’Rou! ke” 


was named a de- 


which “Princess 
was allegedly based. 
Miss Carlyle declares that prior to| 
Pearl Harbor her story, “Rich is the | 
Heart,” submitted to various 


was 


| are 


| 


| conditions. 


TATSE Challenges RKO 


| this class of employee 


| settled 


+ 


Sextet Rolling at U 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Universal sends two pictures to} 
the post this week, making a total | 


of six in action on the lot. New- | 
comers are “See My Lawyer,” an/| 
Olsen-Johnson whimsy, and “Boss of 
| Boomtown,” a hoss pistol drama. 

Continuing in work are “The! 
Devil’s Brood,” “Pearl of Death,” 
“Make Way for Love” and “The, 


Singing Sheriff.” 


46 Anti-Trust Suits 


Involving $25,000,000. 
Still Facing Majors 


Major film companies are 
faced with some 46 anti-trust suits, 
involving triple damage claims which 
estimated in trade circles at 
more than $25,000,000. Some of these | 
anti-trust actions have been pend- | 
ing for years, though a number of | 
them are of comparatively recent 
vintage. 

Computed, within the trade, that 
despite the large amounts claimed in| 
various actions, awards given plain- | 
tiffs in such actions over a period of 


more than 15 years are not much in 
excess of $500,000. This figure, of | 


now | 


| course, does not include the amounts | 
Anvelved in the Boston and Chicago |, 


anti-trust. actions which have not| 
yet been finally disposed of. 

Belief is growing in both pro-'| 
ducer-distributor and exhibition | 
cles that “conversation instead of | 
litigation” would solve more indus- | 
try problems faster. It is known) 
that many industry leaders, not! 
merely because of anti-trust actions | 
but because of the new consent de- | 
cree deadlock, would welcome the 
start of another unity movement: | 


| and that some producer-distributors | 


who did not subscribe to the last | 
intra-industry trade plans might)! 
now come into such a movement. 

It is pointed out that many of the | 
actions now pending involve only | 
applications for relief by exhibitors. | 
Others, it contended, concern 
problems which are no longer points 
at issue today because of changed 


is 


| 
| 


Believed, in many’ quarters, that 
unity plans could be further explored 


| so as to save beth time and expense, 


both sides, involved in lawsuits 
in the consent negotiations. 
Recent court decisions favoring 
the major companies in two large 
damage actions (Philadelphia and 
New Haven) is reported lending 
further impetus, among exhibitors 
also, to a desire for industry unity 
via roundtable discussion instead of 
resorting to the courts or the De- | 
partment of Justice as a means of | 
settling differences. The Pickwick 
theatre suit dismissed in New Haven 
last week involved claims of $5,450,- 
000, while the Goldman Theatres’ 
action in Philadelphia was for $1,- | 
350,000. 


for 
or 


Managers’ Jurisdiction 


Because the membership includes 
cashiers, the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees of the | 
A.F.L., is challenging jurisdiction of | 
the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Operating Man- 
Assistants & Cashiers’ Guild, 
embracing frontoffice help in the 
RKO theatres of the Greater N. Y. 
area. It’s unaffiliated at present. 

The question of whether the 
IATSE or the newly-organized union 
among RKO managers, assistants | 
and cashiers, shall have jurisdiction 
the last-mentioned may be 

today (Wednesday) at a 
hearing for the purpose before the 
War Labor Board in N. Y. The IA 
claims cashiers as part of jurisdic- 


by 


agers, 


over 


film companies, including Warners,| tion also involving ushers, doormen 


and was called to the attention of, and porters. 


Krasne. Defendant is 
have taken her theme, plot. story 
development characters and even 
the names of the characters for his} 
“Princess O’Rourke.” Suit was filed! 


alleged to} 


in New Haven because Krasne is a 
resident of that city. 

An injunction and accounting of 
profits are sought. 


Hyman Glickstein, widely known | 


labor attorney who represents the | 
Screen Publicists Guild, N. Y.., is | 
acting for the newly-formed RKO | 


managers union, while Goldwater & 
Flynn is representing RKO itself, 
which is said to have resisted organ- 
ization of its managers, assistants | 


| and cashiers. 


|} opening May 3, 


' newsreel 


Grosses Up Despite Higher Scales, 
Ist Quarter Ahead 5-107, 


The cost of film entertainment has 


{risen as result of added taxes, plus 


a general slight increase in net ad- 
mission to most theatres since April 
1, but, seemingly, in executive opin- 
ion, there is still plenty of money in 
circulation and the public is willing 
to pay. Whether or not revision of 
scales downward later on may come 


is a question, but no fears for the 
immediate future, at least, exist. 
While Easter week and, prior to 


that, Holy week, are two bad ones 
upon which to base comparisons, 
there is no indication that the first 
two weeks of the new 20% tax had 
much effect. Figures would indi- 
cate instead that not only are grosses 
running ahead of last year at this 
time, but, also, the volume of busi- 
ness has not fallen off. Thile 
tendance could drop a little, in the 
face of increased scales, the gross 
level would still be maintained un- 
less declining too far. This isn't im- 
mediately foreseen, however. 

The average of grosses for the 
first quarter this year on a country- 
wide basis ran 5% to 10° ahead of 
the same quarter (January, Febru- 
ary, March) in 1943, according to 
best available figures and compari- 


| SONS. 


‘LADY’-CUGAT-MURPHY’S 
9 WKS, N. Y. PAR MARK 


Cracking all records for the N. Y. 
Paramount in its more than 18 years 
of operation. both as to length of 
run ard gross in that time, “Lady 


in the Dark.” with Xavier Cugac and 
Dean Murphy in person, begins the 
ninth week today (Wednesday ), with 
a gross already of $665,000. Esti- 
mated that on the 10-week run, 
which will end May 2, the gross in- 


take will hit between $775,000 and 
$780,000. 
Only one other picture, “Star 


Spangled Rhythm,” had gone as far 
as eight weeks at the house, which 
opened New Year's week in 1943, 
Since the Par, of which Bob Weit- 
man is managing director, opened 
in the fall of 1926, only_10 pictures 
have gone five weeks or more. 
Paramount circuit flagship will 
seek to equal the “Lady in Dark’- 
Cugat-Murphy record with the show 
being “Going My 
Way” (Bing Crosby) and Charlie 
Spivak orchestra. Theatre signed 
the band for a minimum of eight 
weeks with two weeks of options, 


Famous Players (Can.) 
Net $1,348,450 in 1943 


Montreal, April 18. 
An increase of nearly 25% in gross 
income but only slightly higher net 
profits are shown by Famous Play- 


ers (Canadian) Corp. for year 
ended Jan. 1. Consolidated net 
profit was $1.348,450 compared to 


$1,276.719 in previous year. Profit 
equalled ~$3.13 per share against 
$2,96 a share in 1942. 

Gross operating earning and 
other income totalled $5,022,390 
against $4,055,527. This was largely 
offset by an increase in taxes, $2,- 
434.124 against $1,550,656. Dividend 
payments were $1.50 per share, same 
as in previous year. Funded debt 


was reduced approximately $500,000 
to $5,391,937. 


Shorts Producer’s $4,500 
Suit Against Universal 


Suit against Universal Picture 
Corp. for $4,500 for alleged breach 
|of contract was disclosed Mor day 
(17) in N. Y. supreme court when 
| Justice Charles B. McLaughlin 
granted the film company a _ with- 
drawal of a motion for dismissal of 
the complaint. Action was brought 
by Gem Pictures Productions, Inc., 


” 


producers of “Goofytime Newsreel 

According to the complaint Uni- 
versal is charged with breaching 
the contract when it made an extra 
from one of the prints, 
without consent or approval. Dis- 
covery was made for the first time 


on May 18, 1942, it is alleged. Bee 
sides damages, Gem seeks an ace 
counting in connection with the 


agreement. 


DICK TRACY GOES RKO 
Hollywood, April 18. 
RKO has acquired film rights to 
the Dick Tracy comic strip by 
Chester Gould. Studio figures to 
make two features per year around 
the cartoon detective. 
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Wednesday, April 19, 1944 


Charles Boyer, Ingrid Bergman, 
Joseph Cotten with 
Dame May, Whitty, Angela Lans- 
bury, Barbara Everest * Screen Play 
by John Van Pruten; Walter Reisch 
‘and John Balderston Based 
Upon the Play by Patrick Hamilton 
Directed by George Cukor * Produced 
by Arthur Hornblow, Jr. . 
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Wednesday, April 19, 1944 


11 


“TWO GIRLS AND A SAILOR” with Van Johnson, June, 
Allyson, Gloria DeHaven, Jose Iturbi, Jimmy Durante, Gracie, 
Allen, Lena Horne + Harry James and His Music Makers, 
with Helen Forrest * Xavier Cugat and His Orchestra with, 
Lina _Romay *Tom Drake, Henry Stephenson, Henry, 
O'Neill, Ben Blue, Carlos Ramirez, Frank Sully, Albert 
‘ Coates, Donald Meek, Amparo Novarro, Virginia O’Brien? 
Wilde Twins * Original Screen Play by Richard Connell 
and Gladys Lehman « Directed by Richard Thorpe 
Produced by Joe Pasternak 


SANDY HARDY’S BLONDE 
jTROUBLE”’ with Lewis 
Stone, Mickey Rooney, Fay 
Holden, Sara Haden, Bonita’ 
Granville, Jean Porter, Keye 
Luke and Herbert Marshall 
Screen Play by Harry Ruskin;' 
William Ludwig and Agnes 
Christine Johnson + Directed 
by George B. Seitz 


‘*MEET THE PEOPLE” Starring 
Lucille Ball, Dick Powell with 
Virginia O’Brien, Bert Lahr, 
*‘Rags” Ragland, June Allyson 
and Vaughn Monroe and His 
Orchestra + Spike Jones and His 


City Slickers + Screen Play by 


S. M. Herzig and Fred Saidy 
Directed by Charles Riesner 
Produced by E. Y. Harburg 


>‘THREE MEN IN 
WHITE" with Lionel 
Barrymore, Van Johnson,' 
Marilyn Maxwell, Keye 
Luke, Ava Gardner, Alma 
Kruger, “Rags” Ragland 
Original Screen Play by’ 
Martin Berkeley and 
Harry Ruskin * Directed by 
Willis Goldbeck 
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Wednesday, April 19, 1914. 


(MUSICAL) |“ William LeBaron, direc- | 


Producer 


if 

half, it’s all very pleasi é as. | 
shew Business | half, at's all very pleasing and pleas | 
| 


Hollywood, April 18. tor Bruce Humberstone and the cast, 

Maddie Cat produc scripters, et al. have treated “Pin Up 
| Murphy, Joan Bavis. | Girl’ in uniform spirit. The Mis- | 
| cal who crashes the party of a } 
and Derothy Ben- | welcome - to - a - Guadalcanal - hero | 
“Hert 4 ! dialeg, | «John Harvey) in one of New York’s | 
top niteries brooks no plot examina- 
Clem Beau. |} tion. From there the action shifts | 

Ben to Washington, again a nitery. All of 

* wed stage it makes for song-and-dance specialty 

MINS. Is numbers set in bistros which con- | 
E ‘ tract into intime boites or expand | 
dlearge Geo’ \ into guargantuan proportions, With | 
tte Joan stages bigger than the Roxy and 
‘ ‘space larger than Madison Square 

pho Doug Garden. Thus are sandwiched in the } 


Skating Vanities. doing their stuff on | 
rollers, and that precision military | 
iinale that looks like the West Point 
parade grounds. 

Right from the start, when Betty 
Grable is almost trapped in her gate- 
crashing, she poses us a musicomedy 
actress, mounts the rostrum pronto 
and Charlie Spivak picks up the mu- 
sic cue and it all comes out all right. 
Just like that! 
profitable biz in all runs. | Mack Gordon and James Monaco 

. harkctage | have provided some good tunes, in- 

Title immediately tabs backstage | “Sime 
setting. But that’s not a drawback | eWankee Doodle Hayride,” “Don't 


Eddie Cantor's 
first film as a producer. It’s an aus- 
wicious start, with Cantor wisely 
splitting top importance with George 
Murphy. Joan Davis and Constance 
Moore: and giving latter trio plenty 
of opportunity to catch attention In 
their particular fields. Picture 1s a 
speedy and well-assembled piece of 
diverting entertainment geared for 


“Show Business” is 


in view of present trend to spot; 
every filmusical that way. In addi- | Carry of 
tion to Cantor, Murphy and Joan Robins. Bob te anc 5. 


Davis there are plenty of laugh lines Joe E. Brow 
and situations, with the  horseplay Martha Raye as ous : a 
ideally set up between Cantor and |the low comedy against which * ‘ 
Miss Davis. It's all for laughs, and ; backgrounded expert hoofology by 
oa <a 7 Idies are brushed up a bit the Condos Bros., Spivak’s stuff, the 
ill cateh ‘from the cus- rollerskating routines (which 
omers due to spontaneous -delivery Foster first aia at the N. Y. Roxy 

and the military finale. 
In Technicolor Miss 


+ 
t 


Grable is a 


Story thread carries through looker in pastel shades and spades. 
riod of years In the teens, when | the costumes of the spec numbers 
Murphy is sitaight man at Miner's have likewise been contrived for 


Bowery in era of belles?* bloomers 
and beers. Cantor shows up for 
amateur night. cops first prize when 
he speeds up song and prances around 


ultra sartorial resplendence. All 
combined it makes for merry movie 
moments, Abel. 


Miniature Reviews 


Business” (Musical) 
Eddie Cantor in top 
Will hit profitable b.o, in 


all runs 


“Show 
(RKO). 


form 


color) 


Starrer 


“Pin Up Girl” (musical: 
(20th). Betty Grable 
okay escapology. 

“Bermuda Mystery” (20th). 
Routine whodunit, budgeted for 
duals. 

“Address Unknown” (Col), 
Disappointing film that will lean 
heavily on Paul Lukas’ name for 
boxoffice draw. 

“Slightly Terrific” 
(U). Program filmusical for 


(Songs) 


dual support. 
“Coastal Command” (RKO). 
Absorbing documentary; fine 


dual supporter. 

“Hot Rhythm” (Songs) 
(Mono). Mildly amusing comedy 
suitable for duals. 

“Blazing Frontier’ (PRC). 
Routine western with some high 
comedy spots. 


“Ukraine in Flames” (Soviet). 


Fine documentary for houses 
showing Russian pix. 
the story of one partner who has 
taken his family, and the actress- | 


daughter of his Jewish 
back to Germany in the early days 
of the Hitler regime, leaving his eld- 
est son, engaged to the actress, be- 
hind to help run the business. 

His inculeation of Nazi doctrines 
leads to the point where he refuses 


ito protect his daughter-in-law-to-be 


from the Gestapo, after she flouted 


| Nazi intolerance from the stage. 


Her flight from her pursuers, and 
the process whereby he falls prey to 


stage to duck produce tossed at 7 . the cause he espoused, makes for the 
him. and ‘na with Murphy as Bernd My stery only real pees. in the picture. 
comic. Murphy is a chaser, pursued Lukas strives mightily to instil im- 
by soubrette Nancy Kelly, but falls iamin Stoleff, Sereen- | portance and interest to the role of 
jy Constance Moore who has Miss W. Seott Darling. from story by John the former American turned Nazi, 
In sister act. Four eventually but the madequacies of the script are 
team up for vaude act; Murphy and Xerman MINS vwn April Tt preat to be overcome. K. T. Stev- 
Miss Moore marry: there's the for- | tine, be Keston Foster in her first starring perform- 
mula separation: he goes overseas as | ance, does well in the little she is 
<oldier in last World War; Cantor! Charles. Butterworth | called upon to do. Carl Esmond. 
follows as an entertainer; Cantor and | Angel: ..........20008 ..Gelone Reynolds | Peter Van Eyck, Mady Christians 
Miss Davis sign with Ziegfeld for a | Mrs and Morris Carnovsky provide fine 
“Follics” and uncover Murphy at a Drew SUpport, though they seldom have 
down-and-out Frisco speakeasy for | ee. John Eldre the opportunity to display their abil- 
reunion of quartette in “Follies” and | Mr. Cooper....... Theodore Von ities. 
a double marriage. Wath! The story never measures up to the 
Cantor revives several of his old excellent hotography and handsome 
and standout tunes including “Alas | juice .....Holmes Herbert production given it. 
Want t6 Get Well,” and “Making In “Bermuda Mystery” 20th-Fox ae —_ — 
Whoopee”—latier a standout towards | has dished up a routine whodunit | Slightly Perrifie 
1 finish, with Eddie effectively | with stock situations and obvious de- (SONGS) 
smacking over delivery without | velopment. Too many characters are 


benefit of costly production setting. | rung in as possible villains to make 
op tunes of 20 or more years | the yarn at all plausible and some 
ago are utilized by Murphy, Miss | weak comedy doesn’t help it along. 
Moore and Nancy Kelly; with the’) A “B” film obviously aimed for the 
Cantor-Murphy-Davis-Moore quartet | duals, this is apparently mounted on 
clicking with comedy presentation |'a modest budget. 
of “Sextette. from Lucia,” and a Six buddies, World War I vets. 
siraight rendition of “Dinah,” both as | have pooled some money together 
vaude turns. for investment, the kittyeand what- 
Cantor is ever profits to be shared after 10 
working with years by all or whoever survives. 
turn. Murphy Comes the week the money is to be 


Cantor throughout 
enthusiasm at every 
provides his usual 


strong performance as the song-and- , divvied. and the partners start to 
dance man; teaming with Miss Moore | kee] over. Police say heart attacks. 
for the straight romantic story | but the niece of one (Ann Ruther- 
thread. Miss Davis is spotlighted as | ford) suspects fou] play. 

comedienne working opposite Can- Rest of the film is spent in her 
tor. and pair provide solid laughs | naive methods to track the murderer 
with antics on numerous occasions. down. Preston Foster. as an unwill- 


Miss Kelly is okay as third member 


‘ing private detective rung in on the 
of romantic triangle, while 


Don | case, never seems to be putting too 
much heart 


Douglas carries role of vaude agent in his work. Between 
also in love with Miss Moore. amateur sleuthing and open love- 

Direction by Edwin L. Marin is | making to Foster (who is sbout to be 
topnotch. providing picture with fast married), Miss tutherford never 
tempo and getting utmost out of | seems convincing. Charles Butter- 
every comedy line and_ situation. worth and Roland Drew have most 
Stage acts and songs are smartly in- | to do in the brief parts given the six 
erted for smooth unfolding. Pro- | buddies and Gelene Reynolds 

on mounting and technical con- | good as the “other woman.” 

t ns are high grade. especial 
} ayn D\ Rot rt Gra 


Address Unknown 


\ 


ponderous tale that 
intensity of the book, and 
comes up to expectations. due 


ow 
leu 4 featu 
Bs Kemond, Peter Van Evek, Maus 
(COLOR: MUSICAL) ory by  Kressmann 
Ru Miite ‘ A] 
‘ \ (ile \ 
! Drow? Joh Ii e, 80 MINS, 
} Ik 
! ~ ' 
\ 
Jumes Moe PEMA... ++... . 
] ‘ 
( H Dolancey.. 2.2... 
A 
J 
1) 
! The } +} and ret 
pti n ana aegeneration 
r) re, repatriated German-American 
i R Item who returns to his homeland is the 
HEBEL chi basis of this fi weighed down by 
‘ aruncial dramatics. However. with 
‘ ...deving Bacon Paul Lukas’ name value. it should 
Walt het fare well at the: boxoffice. 
story. teld in a series of letters ex- 
Red \ changed between two German part- 
a = ners in an American art firm. the 
tiv Grable in “Pin Up Girl’—a/ picture has been translated into a 


al. The title and the slow-moving. 
and even if the story isn’t they | Jacks the 
ii right for the 


never 


his is one of those escapist fil- | to the fact that the story. while per- 
Musicals which you accept, or else. tinent 10 vears ago. has become dated 
It makes no pretenses at ultra real- | by time and events. 


ism, and if vou get into the mood Discarding the letter device. cam- 


fast that it's something fo occupy | era moves back and forth between 
your attention for an hour pnd ajGermany and America, recounting 


Hollywood. April 14. 
‘ "| 


if \ x 
I) th Wuatkir 
\. n ! t Car- 
| eweael \ Running 
Gt MINS, 
e+e Teor ! 
lil Richard J 
} Macher 
ers, T | yi} rs, 
\ e ' Juvne 


This lightweight program filmusical 
few diverting moments scat- 
tered through an inane and sopho- 
moric plot. Strictly a dual supporter 
in the secondary houses. 

) rather silly hodge-podge 
ailing efforts of a young theatrical 
group to get attention. Eccentric 
Leon Errol shows up with promise 
to put show on at distant town where 
his twin brother is prominent manu- 
facturer. Mixup of the two look- 
alikes around hotel. which conveni- 
ently has dance and band tor 


pres tation of several numbers 


has a 


ot 1S.a 


flool 


create cont on to carry through 
ior suflici Lootage, 

Eddie Quillan head of the juve 
troupe. wv Anne Rooney. comedi- 
enne Betty Kean and Ray Malone as 
principals Lillian Cornell. Jayn 


( 
arduster harmony quartet, 
Miss Rooney and Miss Kean handle 
tal of nine songs. s« 


ven new ones 
supplhed by Milton Rosen and Ever- 
ett Carter. Director Eddie Cline sup- 
plies broadest comedy techniave in 
attempt noid § pt loge 
t ( ou We 


(Documentary) 
(BRITISH-MADE) 


A British counterpart of our own 


full-length factual film on the work 
of the R. A. F. division which pro- 
tects Britain’s coasis and life-giving 
convoys, is one of the most thrilling 
and graphic pictures the war has 
brought forth. 

Hero of the film is a { 
flving boat. “T for Tommie,” Yhat 
g0es out day after day to protect in- 
coming convoys. Presenting a week 
in the life of the Sunderland, with 
Nazi fighters attacking the ship. the 
film has as its climax the detection 
and subsequent destruction of a Ger- 


man raider, in a battle comparable 


Sunderlend 


associate, | 


= 


to the sinking of the Bismarck off 
Iceland by British. 


shown, and with superb photography, 
| the picture is an engrossing and mov- 
ling account of men’s heroism and 
quiet courage in performing a vital 
job in a cammonplace and unspec- 
tacular manner. 


} 

Hot Rhythm 

(SONGS) 

Lindslev 
Wiliam Beaudine, 
| tobert Lowery, “Tim 
Miller. Story and 
Charles Marion; 


Monogram release of Parsons 
produetion Directed by 
Features Dona Drake, 
i lvene Ryan, Sidney 
> 


so reenplay Tim Ryan, 


ra Morwan; editor, Richard Cur- 
At Brooklyn Strand, week of April 
1%, °44 Kunning time, 39 MINS, 
| ewe eee eee. Siddney Miller 
| Whittle Harry Lanedon 
PACKSOQ. Cyril Ring 


| “Hot Rhythm” is mildly amusing 
iwith a good idea and some. okay 
with the comedy for the 
}most part corny and obvious, The 
|idea—that of kidding spot radio 
commercials—isn’t developed too 
| thoroughly’ or brightly, and film 
The few good gags and the 
half-dozen songs should carry the 
the neighborhoods as a 


but 


gags, 


| drags. 


| film in 
| dualer. 

Story centers around a couple of 

| jingle writers and the love of one for 

a singer. Attempts to get the singer 


lined up with a name band cause 
mild complications and account for 
ithe comedy. Songs spaced 


i through the film and, though pleas- 
ant. are undistinguished. Robert 
Lowery is personable as the hero and 
Sidney Miller 


With the actual secret Operational | 
Room of the Coastal Command being 


itor of the 
| riety 


is comic as his long- |! 


suffering sidekicks’ Dona Drake is an | 
attractive ineenue, with a nice sing- | 


ing personality. notably in warbling 
“Where Were You” and “Talk Me 


ii 

Irene a wacky secretary. 
is sometimes tutny and is good with 
a talking-character “Happiest 
Girl in Town.” But for most part her 
comedy is standard slapstick. as is 
Tim Rvan’s and Harry Langdon’s. 
Latter. former silents comic, 
only a bit role. 


song, 


has 


Blazing Frontier 


N 


Ne 
! Cline: editor, Holbre 
. \ thet week 
\ 14 1, siu Running e, 59 MINS, 
I} ‘ 
oe | nk Wace 
rank 
More exploits of Billy the Kid. 
portrayed this time by Buster 
Crabbe. with good comedy support 


“Fuzzy” St. 


provided by Al John, 


giving stock mm much-needed lift. 
Minus any love interest, film has 


plenty of 
hass-opera 
nicely as 


Plot 


hard riding to satisfy the 
brigade. Should fill in 
dualer. 
has joining 
railroad deicctives set on 
settlers of their land, and working 
from within to thwart their efforts. 
Blackeuards receive just deserts in 
a series of gunplay and fisticuffs 
Starring duo gives satisfactory ac- 
count of itself. despite evident s! 
Direction and pro- 


band of 
robbing 


heroes 


Ort. 
comings of story. 
duction fair.’ 


ies 


‘ 
\ ‘ 
oG MINS 
Movin: di mentary of Read 
Army's battle for the Ukraine 
“Ukraine in Flames” is also notable 
photerr. by cameramen 
Oo advanced shock trooy 
( att] ear broke he N i 
y on Russia 
Sial with e-war shot of pro- 
j nd rial 
vane nder fivé-vear pl 
i \ ( ot 
Incorpe anu ( 
( om tu Ge m1 
film eviden of Ni 
( 0 of 
wuere Ci\ at ( Ol 
oO ( Is Ha 
mie willy of Russian 
Liss n on tofichin: 
ol R oldiers bein: 
reciea ‘ tants of recaptured 
Lie 
Narration by Bill Downs, European 
correspondent for the Columbii 
Broadcasting System, is adequate 


Rev Rells Wave-Hanser 
Republic launched its sea-going 
“Haunted Harbor.” with 
Aldridge and Kane Richmond 


directors on the 
chapter film are Spencer Bennett 
and Waele Crissell, wi 
; Davidson producing. 


vith Zon | 


30° Nitery Tax 


Continued from page 1 


| 
which time they can enjoy the show 
but balk at paying 30°% on top of ‘ 
dinner-and-drink tab which might 
average $6 or $8 a head. 

Already the cafe props are elimi. 
nating dinner shows or dropping e, 
tertainment for dinner, with oniyv 
string music, thus sidestepping the 
30° cabaret tax. Thus, the joints 
will wind up with a supper show. 
their drinking-dancing crowd not 
spending so freely, with 
restrictions on the talent. 

Matt Shelvey, national adminis 
American Guild of 
Artists, and Mort 
AGVA’s national counsel, will con- 
fer in Washington tomorrow (20) 
with Serfator Robert F. Wagner of 
New York in an effort to ease the 
30‘. federal nitery tax situation. 

American Federatfon of Labor rep- 
resentatives will huddle with AGVA 
delegates prior to the Wagner con- 
fab. Understood that Shelvey at- 
tended several AFL meetings in New 
York during the past week and came 
away with assurances that union 
weight would be brought to bear 
in bringing the 30°, tariff question 
to a head. 


resulting 


Va- 
Rosenthal, 


Washington's ‘Bottle Clubs’ 
Washington, April 18. 
The Alcohol Beverage Control 
Board has received two new applica- 


tions for “bottle clubs” in Washing- 


ton. This is an aftermath of the 30°) 
night club slug. Three after-dark 
spots now have these rendezvous 


where you “bring your own,” with 
the profit coming on setups. Likely 
that the applications will be denied. 


There is wholesale ; mobling at 
the Treasury Dept. over the new 
night club burden. Congressmen 


were extremely it 
cartoons delivered in the mail 
ing racetrack 


ked this week by 


patrons marching up 


to pari-mutuel” windows ihe 
plain implication that the racetrack 
lobby blocked <¢ ny taxa ion Otitper 
side of the p ure Is vicemen 
be 0 ( ‘ e 
furlough time 
In Washington the ( priced 
and nt Cit are feel- 
ot say 1 t p onage ) al 
despite the 30 On Capitol 
Hill they say the erests 
are \ oul any ¢ ect S i i- 
tion ana not one word OT pro.esi as 
ie@ard when it wa roposed » put 
his additional burden on fre nk- 
Fe Any change in e law ] 
lave to be favored by the Tre: y 
pi It was Said 1 i j oO 
early vet io hgure whetner aadie- 


revenue will be ac 
If the U. S. gets 


onal 


increased taxation. 


less than it did under the 5‘;, tariff 
there is a possibility that the law 
nay be changed. But the chances 
are slim unless the night club in- 
terests get together and exert some 


pressure on Capitol 


( ( aucniel om O aue- 
( nce qed ( cre a ] 

} to we of; No 
now feel e ¢ s 
no |onge aimed ai ) 


Good Snowmen, suci 


Ralp 
wart oO! in Consequence 
velop a radio te cue ys 
h Oo tne ab to 
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rec ce 
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oo tne 
Qucnce 
i¢ OU ( 
as the lilio Berit 
d the crit n. Ne ( 
you ai it CPITIC ( 
ts baa raaio 
Also pointed out 10 ( s 
the wave of capitalizing on 
local spot or topic by many oO e 
top comedy sh playing s¢ ce 
camps al poi 
While y i ted thi © 
topical ed toward ( ep 
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show is primarily aimed. 
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Wednesday, April 19, 1914 


VARTETY 


HUMPHREY 


STRICTLY FROM 


Jack om Warner, Executive Producer 


BOGART PASSAGE 10 MARSEILLE’ LoRRe TOBIAS 


A HAL B. WALLIS Prod’n = Play by Casey Robinson & Jace Moffitt - From a Novel by Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 


Nordhoff & James Norman Ha Music by Max Steiner 


13 


| 
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7 
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| 
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| 
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Al 
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strongly at Rivoli, and both are pay- 
ing off richly. Both heavily exploited 
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B’way Holds Up; Rhythm -Carle Plus 
Simms-Mayfair Smash $62,000, But 
‘Unknown’ Thin 156, Canary’ Sad 166 


Not only 
sirong on Broadway in most all oper- 
ations, with kids out of school, but 
Monday (17) also proved over ex- 
pectations and yesterday (Tues.) ap- 
peared better than that day nor- 
mally. In spite of rain Saturday (15), 
which hurt some, current semester 
ranges from okay to exceptionally 
big. 

Only three new shows came to 
town during the past week, headed 
by a sock entry in “Broadway 
Rhythm” at the Capitol, with Ginny 
Simms. Mitzi Mayfair, Arthur Blake 
and the Frankie Carle orch on stage. 
Indications point to $62,000 or over. 
“Address Unknown,” which arrived 
at Globe, Saturday (15) with the 
rain. is doing only fairly at $15,000, 
but holds. Palace is on its first week 
with “Yellow Canary.” which looks 
to do poorly at $16,000 but also holds. 

Nothing short of sensational is the 
$125,000 or near that the Music Hall 
will do this week (3d) with “Cover 
Girl” and the Easter spectacle, lat- 
ter going out tonight (Wed.). This 
compares with $126,500 done the pre- 
vious week. : 

Paramount with 


took a jump 


“Lady in Dark,” Xavier Cugat band 
and Dean Murphy, hitting $67,000, 
immense. on the eighth week ended 


Jast night ‘Tues.). Show goes a total 
of 10 weeks to set a new 


paign put on for this 


eanti 


and advertised. 


Indication of what reissues are ca- 
pable of doing is the smash business 
at the Manhattan, Brandt operation, 
with “Snow White.” Scaled at 70c to 
$1.20. house hit an amazing $31,000 
the first week and $33,000 the sec- 


ond, ending Monday night (17). 
Estimates for This Week 


was Easter week very? 


long-run 
record. none having gone beyond 
eight here. Exceptionally fine cam- 
bill as well as 


oc 


was prevented from being held over 
‘further due to booking commitment 
with Whiteman; a shame _ since 
' second week ended last night (Tues.) 
! was $95,000, first close to $100,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 43-85)— 
“None Shall Escape” (Col) and, in 
| person, Allan Jones, Canada Lee and 
| Happy Felton (2d-final wk). Though 
day-dating this week in “A” nabes of 
Loew chaif, still good at probable 
$25,000 or over. First week, rousing 


(WB) (2,756: 60-$1.20)— 
“Uncertain Glory’ (WB) and Ted 
| Lewis orch. Should hit strong $45,- 
| 000 or better on initial holdover ses- 


|sion. First week close to $60,000, 
| very big. Holds. 
Victoria (Maurer) (720; 60-$1.10)— 


“Knickerbocker Holiday” (UA) 
opens today (Wed.) after five money- 
making weeks with “Voice in Wind” 
(UA), finale being $7,500, while 
fourth week went to $9,000. 


Rhythm’ Sock 
156 in L'ville 


Louisville, April 18. 
“Broadway Rhythm,” at Loew's 
State. is pacing the straight filmers, 
| with vaude headed by Jane Withers, 
|and “Nabonga” terrific also, at Na- 
tional. ““lende: Comrade,” at Rial- 
to, also is lusty. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 40-60)—"“Gung Ho” (U) and 
“Hat Check Honey” (U). Moveover 
|is brisk $4.000. Last week, “Ration- 


$3,000 on third downtown week. 


P | Kentucky (Switow) (1.200; 34-40) 
Astor (Loew's) (1,140; 60-$1.20)— | _“Gang’s Here” (20th) and “Flesh 


4 
“Ir 


“Up in Arms” is making the best 
showing at the small Brandeis, 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer) (1.500; 16-60)— 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) and “Passport 
Destiny” (RKO). Dandy $8,000, and 
holds. Last week, “Snow White” 
(RKO) reissue) and “Falcon Out 
West” (RKO). big $9,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-70) 
—“Cry Havoc” (M-G) and “Pioneer 
Follies of 1944” on stage. Fair $15,- 
000. Last week, “Swingtime Johnny” 
(U) and Sammy Kaye orch on stage, 
sock $22,500, and one of biggest 
grosses at this house. 


Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
60)—“Lady in Dark” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fine $9,000. Last week, smash 
$15,000. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-60)— 
“Corvette K-225” «U). Good $8,000. 
Last week, “Purple Heart” (20th) 
(2d wk) and “So’s Your Uncle” (U», 
fancy $9,200. 


‘Buffalo’ Preem, 
Denver, Smashes 


—-2Records at 316 


Denver, April 18. 

The big news here this week is the 
day-date preem of “Buffalo Bill” at 
Denver and Esquire, smash at both 
spots. Not only is the 20th-Fox west- 
erm Opus breaking records ai both 
spots, but also throughout territory. 
“Lady in Dark” also strong on sec- 
ond Denham week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1.400: 46-74)— 
“Sullivans” (20th) and “Whistler” 
(Col). Moveover. Nice $6.000. Last 
(Col), m.o., 


“Two-Man Submarine” 
fair $5,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1.040: 46-74)— 
“Lost Angel” (M-G) and “Rationing” 
(M-G), after two weeks at Orpheum. 
Big $5,500. Last week, “Army” (WB), 


“Hargrove” (M-G) (5th wk). Wound | Fantasy” (U). Satisfactory $1,600. 
up fourth stanza Sunday night oe | Last week, “Whistling Brooklyn” (M- 
at better |G) and “What a Woman” (Col), av- 
ing gotten big Easter boost, erage $1,500, 

(3d) week was $26,000, nice. 


Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300; 40- 

Capitel (Loew's) (4.820; 60-$1.20) 60)—"Broadway Rhythm” (M-G). 

— ‘Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) and,| sock $15,000 likely. Last week, 

On stage, Ginny Simms, Mitzi May- “Bridge San Luis Rey” (UA) and 
fair, Arthur Blake and Frankie Carle | «whictier” (Col), n.s.h. $11,000. 

orch. New show off to a smart start, Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000: 


looking $62,000 or over on the first | 49-60)—“Passage Marseille” (WB) (3d 


week. Third for “Heavenly Body”| wk), fairish $3,500. Last week, 
‘M-G). Jimmy Durante, Bonita | sturdy $5,000. 
Granville, Raye and Naldi, Sonny National (Standard) (2.400: 50-75) 


Dunham orch, near $55,000, good. —‘Nabonga” (PRC) and Jane With- 
Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 60-$1.25) | ers, others. on stage. Miss Withers 
—‘Lost Angel” (M-G) (2d wk). Not) celebrated 18th birthday here, and is 
holding up so satisfactorily at about | jocal fave. She's given credit for 
$18,000, but goes another week. In-| most of terrific $18,000. Last week, 
days over Easter, strong | “Hot Rhythm” (Mono) plus Harry 
535,000. “Gav Wishtiec Revue” 
Globe (Brandt) (1.416; 60-$1.10)— | 
“Address Unknown” (Col). Brought Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 40- 
in Saturday (15) and away slowly, | 60)—*Tender Comrade” (RKO). Fine 
appearing only fairish $15,000, but} $14.000. Last week. “Gung Ho” (U) 
holds. Last week, “Rationing” (M-!and “Hat Check Honey” (U), solid 
Gotham (‘Branat) ( 50- —} Str: ( 
“Women Bondage” (Mono) (4th-final 


Additi 60)—"Tampico” (20th) and “Jam- 
WK). six Gays boree” (Rep). Fancy $4.000. Last 
okay $8,000. Last week, $10,000, good | week “Around World” (RKO) ene 


profit for small-seater. 


Holiyweod (WB) (1,499; 50-$1.20)| est Gal” (Rep), $3,800. 
—‘Passage Marseille’ (WB) (10th | 
wk). Easter not a big hypo here, | ne’. 
but at $18,500 on week ended last Havoc Lt nit, Fairish 
night (Tues.) no squawks; prior $15,000, Leads Omaha 


round was $18,100, including holiday | 


itself. | Omaha, April 18. 


Palace (RKO) (1.700: 60-$1.10)— |. After sensational biz last week, 
“Yellow Canary” (RKO). Opened figures of course, seem 
here Thursday (13), but mild at $16.-|™ild. “Cry Havoc” with “Pioneer 


000. Holds. Last week. “Ali Baba” 
(U) (4th wk), okay $20,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3.664; 50-$1.10) 
—-Lady in Dark” (Par), Xavier Cu- 
sat orch, Dean Murphy (9th wk) 
Jumped to $67,000 on eighth week 
ended last night ‘(Tues.), immense, 
while previous round (7th) was a 
little over $65.000. 

Radio City Music Hall 


| Follies” unit on stage, looks tops, but 


(Rockefel- 


Jers) (5,945: 60-$1.10)—“Cover Girl” 
(Col) and stageshow, plus Easter 


spectacle (3d wk). Amazing pull of 


Detroit, April 18. 


this bill which, however, loses the} Only two fresh bills break into the 
Easter spec tonight ‘(Wed.), will | loop here, which is riding out a post- 


mean smash $125,060 or near, close to | Lenten boom. Michigan is showing 


$126,500 garnered on first holdover | strength with “Harvest Moon” and 
session. Begins fourth stanza t0-|}“Nayy Way.” ‘of 
morrow (Thurs.) and looks in for | dette” at Fox is topping all expecta- 
healthy run. 40-85 | Hons.’ 
Rialto (Mayer (594; we eae Estimates for is W 
“Lady Monster” (Rep) (2d wk).| Adams 
Holding up well, looking $9,000 and | “Phantom Lady” (U) and “Chip Off 
holds. First week, great $13.000. Old Block” (U) (2d wk). After 


Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 85-$1.70)— | week's interim this bill was picke 
“Bernadette” (20th) (13th wk). up from Fox: nice $10,500. 
rival of Easter gave this one an |“Cover Girl” (Col) (3d wk) and “Un. 
added lift, the 12%h week having) censored” (20th). fine $11.300 
ended last night (Tues.) at $46,000, Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 
very good. Previous frame, which | (2.800; 55-75)—‘“Miracle Morgan's 
included part of Holy Week, Creek” (Par) and “Cross Lorraine” 
$40,000, still nice. - (M-G) (3d wk). Continued run of 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 60-$1.20)— | top films from Michigan and Palms- 
“Buffalo. Bill” (20th), Paul White- | State looks okay $14.000. Last week, 
man orch, Victor Borge and Joan| “Bridge of San Luis Rey” (UA) and 
Edwards open here this morning | “Trocadero” (Mono). nice $16.000. 
‘Wed.) after two weeks of “Four Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5.000: 85- 
Harry .Richman. De- 


good $4,000. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 35-70) 


ing” (M-G) and “Nine Girls” (Rep)|—*“Lady in Dark” (Par) (2d wk). 
| Fine $14,500, and holds 
| Last week, big $16.500. 


for third. 

Denver (Fox) (2.525: 46-74)—*Buf- 
falo Bill” (20th). day-date with Es- 
quire. Record $23,000. Last week, 
“Sullivans” (20th) and “Whistler” 
(Col), also Esquire, $14,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742: 46-74)—‘Buf- 
falo Bill” (20th), also at Denver. Ter- 
rif $8,000, also new high here by big 


margin. Last week, “Sullivans” 
(20th) and “Whistler” (Col), also 
Denver, nice $3.500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 64-74)— 
“Song Russia” (M-G) and “Ghost 
Walks” (Col). Good $12.500. Last 


week, “Lost Angel” (M-G) and “Ra- 
tioning” (M-G) (2d wk). fair $9,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 46-74)— 
‘Phantom Lady” (U) and “Million 
Dollar Kid” (Mono). Fine $9.000. 
Last week, “Tarzan’s Desert Mys- 


tery” (RKO) and “Trocadero” 
(Rep), big $11,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878: 46-74)—‘Our 
Time” (WB) and “Two-Man Sub- 


marine” (Col), after Denver, Esquire, 
Aladdin. Nice $3,000. Last week, 
“Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Hi, Good 
Lookin” (U), moveover, fair $2,500. 


‘Eyre’ Big $12,000, Mont’! 


Montreal, April 18. 
“Jane Eyre” leads new pictures 
this week, with “Lady in Dark” doing 
as well On second session. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-62)—‘“Jane 
Eyre” (20th). Great $12,000. Last 
week, “Gang’s Here” (20th), socko 
$14.000. 
Capitol 
Our 


(CT) (2,700: 
Time” (WB) and 


30-62 )—“In 
“Hi, Good 


Moon’ Bright $27,000 Det: 
Fine 186, Bernadette’ Terrif 506, 2d 


‘Time 


with big week-day biz in first ses- 
sion, should hit $50.000 this week 
after wham $65,000 initialer. 

Madison (United Detroit) 
95-75)—“Rosie O'Grady” (20th) and 
“Iron Major’ (RKO). A fine $5.100. 
Last week, “Gung Ho” (U) and “No 
Time for Love’ (Par), back for 


choice $5,300. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
Moon” (WB) and 


55-75) —"Harvest 

“Navy Way” (Par). Great $27,000. 
Last week, “Miracle Morgan's Creek” 
(Par) and “3 Russian Girls’ (UA) 
(2d wk). great $24.000. 

Palms-State (Unifed Detroit) (3.- 
000; 55-75)—“‘Our Time” (WB) and 
“Curse of Cat People” (RKO), Fine 
$18,000. Last week. “Heavenly Body” 
(M-G) and “Cross Lorraine’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), okay $15,000. 

United Artists ‘(United Detroit) 
(2,000: 55-75)—“Lady in Dark” (Par) 
and “Rookie Burma” (RKO) (5th 
wk). Sustained strength and looks 


(1,800; 


Jills” (20th), (20th) (24 wk). 
Marcos and Dave Apollon, which | After surpassing all expectations 


tall $16,000 after great $19,000 for 
Easter week. 


Miracle’-Vande Robust $50,000, Chi: 
Trocadero - Nighties’ Unit Brisk 266 


; Chicago, April 18. 
Business continues at a good level 


Lookin’ (U). Handsome $10,000.) put inclement weather 

Last week, 7 ee into total take. Holdovers in many 
$31,000 and ornado” (Par), big | spots. “Cry Havoc” opened nicely at 


the Garrick and should do around 
$11,000. “Lady in the Dark” jis prov. 
ing excellent draw at the State-Lake 
being headed for $37,000 in second 
week. The Chicago, with “Miracle of 
Morgan’s Creek” and Joan Merrill 
heading stage show looks trim 
$50,000. “Trocadero” and “Gay 
Nighties Revue” gn stage is nice 
$26,000 at Oriental. 
Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-67 )—‘“Lady 
in Dark” (Par) (2d wk). Wham §$12,- 
000 after terrif $17,200 opener. 

Princess. (CT) (2,300: 30-52)— 
“Woman of Town” (UA) and 
“Coastal Command” (RKO). Nifty 
$6,500. Last week, “Phantom Lady” 
(U) and “Hat Check Honey” (VU), 
smash $7,500. 

Strand «United Amusements) (715: 
35-45) — “Where Are Children?” 


(Mono) and “Hot Rhythm” (Mono). 
Good $2,800. Last week, . Lady Mon; | Loop). Trim $10,000. Last week 
ster”. (Rep) and “Rosie Riveter smart $15,000 ’ 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900: 55-95)— 
Ciel et Tor” (2d wk) Big $4300 Creek” (Par) and 
Joan~ Merri eading stage show, 
strong $6,000 in six Robust $50,000. Last week. “Unin- 
St. D ‘nis (France-Film) (2.500: 30- | vited” (Par) (2d wk) and Gracie 
‘Franc Barrie heading stage bill, firm 
40)—"Mayerling” and “Les Croquig- | 5 


nonne.” Average $4,000. Last week $37,000. 


“Le President Haute-Coeur” and 
“L’Ecole des Resquilleurs,” fair $3,- 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 55-95)—"“Cry 
Havoc” (M-G). Dandy $11,000. Last 
week. “Navy Way” (Par) and “Can't 
Ration Love” (Par), 5 days, (2d wk), 


and “Cry Havoc” (M-G), 2 days, 
pleasing $10,500. 
Grand (RKO) (1.150:  55-95)— 


“Tender Comrade” (RKO) and “Hat 
|Check Honey” (U) (4th wk in Loop), 


° 
Holiday -Brown 
| Neat $8,000. Last week. steady $9,000. 


Neat 216 Philly Oriental (Iroquois) (3.200; 44-95: 


“Trocadero” (Rep) and “Gay Nizht- 


ies Revue.” Snappy $26.000. Last 

week, “My Best Gal” (Rep) and 

Philadelphia, April 18. Martha Raye unit on stage, wham 

“Cover Girl,” in second week at | eee (RKO) (2.500: 55-95)—“Ali 
Boyd, leads straight filmers | (2.500: 55-95)—“Ali 


derby currently as biz continues in Baba” (U) and “Hi, Good Lookin 


the groove. “It Happened Tomor- (U) (2d wk). Rousing $21.000. Last 
rove i-chaing week, choice $25.000. 

smart exploitaticn to huge totai. (Ben) — 
“Knickerbocker Holiday.” with Les arvest Moon” (WB) (2d wk). 


Sparkling $20,000. Last week, excel- 
lent $25,000. 
State-Lake (B&K) 


Brown band, looks neat at Earle. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303: 40-85)—“Un- (2.700: 55-95 )— 


invited” (Par), Nice play at $15,500.) “Lady in Dark” (Par) (2d_ wk). 

Last week. (20th), | Hefty. $37,000. Last week, smash 

bright $17,500 on seventh week at | $43,000. 

$1.20 top. United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 55- 
Arcadia (Sablosky) (600: 75-$1.10) 95 )— Guy Named Joe (M-G) (3d 

—“Bell Tolls” (Par) (2d run). Get-| WK). Bright $20,000. Last week, 

ting real play at jacked-up prices for | Sweet $26,000. 

even $10,000. Last week, “Song Rus- | Woods ‘Essaness) (1,200; 55-95)— 

sia” (M-G), good $7,500 second run, | “Voodoo Man” (Mono) and “Ghost 

| Walks Alone” (Col). Nice $9.500. 


Boyd (WB) (2,500; 40-85)—“Cover | Last week, “Phantom Ladv” (U) 5 


Girl” (Col) (2d wk). Continuing | days (2d wk), and “Voodoo” (Mono) 
solid pace at $20,000. Last week,|@"d “Ghost” (Col), 2 days, fine 
Hayworth starrer, was terrif $27.800 | $12,000. 


plus potent $5,600 for Sabbath show- | — 
ing at Earle. 


MB) 2.700: ‘Passage’ Swift $14,000 
Brown orch and Carol Bruce. Nea ° 
Indpls. Ace; ‘Chip Off’ 
116, ‘Russia’ Fair 106 


$21,000. Last week, “Chip Old Block” 
(U) plus Henry Busse orch and Min- 
> Indianapolis, April 18. 
Biz is spotty here this stanza. but 


evitch Rascals, fancy $23,800. 
Fox (WB) (2,245; 40-85)—*‘Miracle 

“Passage to Marseille” is big at the 

Indiana, 


Morgan's Creek” (Par) (4th wk). Ro- 

bust $19,000. Third week, wham 

$21,600. 

(Goldman) (1,000; 40-85 )— 

“Guy Joe” (M-G) (2d run) (3d wk). ‘er 

Okay $6,500 following fine $7.200 last Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 32-55)— 

“Chip Old Block” (U). Good draw 
| from high school set for good $11,000. 
| Last week, “Aldrich, Boy Scout” 

| (Par) with Tommy Tucker orch, Vire 


sesh, 

Keith’s (Goldman) (2.220; 40-85)— 
“Lodger” (20th) (2d run). Surpris- 
ing $6,500. Last week, “Gung Ho” 
(U), $5,800 second run. 


Mastbaum (WB) (4.692: 40-85)—/ginia Weidler, on Stage, hefty $18,- 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) (3d wk). Stil] | 000 at 55-75c. P 
okay at $17,000. Last week, Pair | Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300: 32-55) 
$21.700. |—“Passage Marseille’ (WB). Sock 
Stanley (WB) (2.915: 40-85)—/} $14,000. Last week. “Tender Com- 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) (2d wk). rade” (RKO), fine $13,500. 
Moderate $18,000. Opener good! Keith’s (Indie) (1,200; 35-55)— 
$21,700. “Chance Lifetime” (Col) and vaude, 
Stanton (WB) (1.475; 40-85)— | Oke $5,800 in four days. Last week, 


“Happened Tomorrow” (UA). Getting 
good notices, with huge $14,500 likely 
despite small capacity. Last week, 
“Rationing” (M-G), so-so $10,000. 


“Return Vampire” (Col) and vaude, 
oftish $4,300, same time. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450: 32-55)— 
“Song Russia” (M-G). Fair $10,000. 
Last week, “Cry Havoc” «(M-G) and 
“Heat’s On” (Col), $11,000, better 
than expected, with credit to “Heat's 
On” for big help. 


‘UP IN ARMS,’ FANCY 
$18,000, PACES BUFF. (1000, 22-90. 


| $6.000 on moveover Last week 
| . sete 
Buffalo, April 18. | “Sullivans” (20th), $6,300. also m.o. 
Biz still is robust after sockeroo | _ 


Easter week trade. though holdovers | 


|“COVER GIRL’ WHAM 
$17,000 IN OK CINCY 


tury, and doing top biz currently. 
“Guy Named Joe.” at Buffalo, and Cinci ti. April 18 
incinnati, Apri 
“Cover Girl” is the current down- 


“Cover Girl” are ace holdovers. 
Estimates for This Week : 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)—| '©Wn hot shot giving Palace a sock 
week. “Knickerbocker Holiday.” 
only other new firstrun, fairly good 


“Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Powerful $16,000 on holdover. Last ‘ 

at Keith’s. Combo Albee is under 
par with “Swingtime Johnny” and 


week, rousing $23,500, highest in 
weeks for straight filmer here. é: 

George White’s “Scandals” on stage. 
Estimates for This Week 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000: 40-70) 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-95)— 


—‘Lady in Dark” (Par) (2d wk). 

Hefty $13,000. Last week, gigantic ates ; 
“Swingtime Johnny” (U) and George 
White “Scandals” on stage. Slow 


$24,500 to lead city. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 40-70)—“Tam- 
$19,500. Last week, “Moonlight Ver- 
mont” (U) and Cab Calloway orch, 


pico” (20th) and “Hot Rhythm” 
(Mono). Staunch $12,000. Last week, 
perked in last half to dandy $23,000, 
Way over expectancy. 


“Rationing” (M-G) and “Passport 
Suez” (Col), okay $10.000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 44-70)— 

“Lady in Dark” (Par) (2d wk). Ex- 


Lafayette (Basil) (3.300: 40-70)— 
“Cover Girl” (Col) (2d wk) and 
cellent $9,000 after smash $16,000 
preem. Stays on. 
(1,000: 


“Calling Dr. Death” (U). Hitting 
Family (RKO) 30-40)— 


huge $16,000. Last week. with 

“Racket Man” (Col), lush $18.500. 
“Best Gal” (Rep) and “Frontier Out- 
laws” (PRC) split with “Casanova 


20th Century (Ind.) (3,000: 40-70)— 
Burlesque” (Rep) and “Law Men” 


“Up in Arms” (RKO). Soaring to 
(Mono). Par $2,600. Same last week 


“Snow White’ (RKO) (reissue). 


great $18,000 to lead city. Last week, 
socko $22,000, (Continued on page 20) 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 19, 1944 


‘Buffalo Bill Tops L. A. in 4 Spots 
Cover’ Great 516 


For Two, ‘None Escape’ $39,500 in 3 


a 


Socko $65,000; 


Los Angeles, April 18. +4 


“Cover Girl’ is outstanding cur- 
rently with great $51,000 in two 
houses. This is comparatively bet- 
ter than “Buffalo Bill,” which also 
our theatres. “None Shall Escape” 
looks handsome $39,500 day-dating in 
three spots. “Uninvited” shapes 
good $35,500 in two Paramount lo- 
cations, while “Harvest Moon” likely 
will hit $46,000 in three Warner 
houses second session. 


Estimates for This Week 

Carthay, Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 50- 
$1)—“Buffalo Bill” (20th). Bangup 
$8.560. Last week, “Broadway 
Rhythm” (M-G) and “Rosie Riveter” 
(Rep), good $7.700. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 50- 
$1)—“Buffalo Bill” (20th). Smooth 
$15,000. Last week, “Broadway 
Rhythm” (M-G) and “Rosie Riveter” 
(Rep), average $13,900. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1) 
—‘‘Harvest Moon” (WB) (2d wk). 
Strong $20,000. Last week, sweet 


$22,300. 

Egyptian (F-WC) (1,535; 50-$1) 
—‘None Shall Escape” (Col) and 
“Whistler” (Col). Average $8,000. 
Last week, “Phantom Lady” (U) and 
“Impostor” (U) (2d wk), nice $6,300. 

Four Star ‘(‘UA-WC) (900; 50-85)— 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G) = and 
“Swing Fever’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Boffo $5,000. Last week, strong 
$5.200. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 50-$1)— 
“Lady Monster” (Rep) (3d wk) and 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


(Based on 15 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


‘Gung Ho -Vaude 
Tops Hub, 30/46 


Boston, April 18. 

Average biz this week, with hold- 
overs and rainy weekend hurting. 
Despite this, “Up in Arms,” at the 
Memorial, looks wow. “Gung Ho,” 
plus Bill Robinson and other vaude 
acts, also is strong at the Boston. 
Loew’s is fairly staunch with “Lost 
Angel.” 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200: 50-$1.10)— 
“Gung Ho” (U) plus Bill Robinson, 
Dolly Dawn,. Wallace Puppets, Senor 
Carlos, Pat Henning, on stage. Rous- 


“Trocadero” (Rep) (2d wk). Okay 
$4,000. Last week. good $5,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 50-$1) 
—“Harvest Moon” (WB) (2d wk). 
Rugged $14,000 after first week's 
hefty $26.300. 

Los Angeles (D'town-WC) (2,200: 
50-$1)—“"None Shall Escape” 
and “Whistler” (Col). Big $24,500. 
Last week, “Phantom Lady” (U) and 
“Impostor” (U) (2d wk), excellent 
$14.100. 

Orpheum (‘D'town) (2,200; 55-90)— 
“What a Man” (Mono) with Freddie 
Slack orch, others, on stage. Solid 
$23,000. Last week, “Suspected Per- 
(PRC) with Ella Mae Morse, 


on stage. Okay $17,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)— 
“Cover Girl” (Col). Stout $26,000. 


Last week, “Gung Ho” (U) (2d wk) 


and “Hat Check Honey” (U), thin 
$8,400. 
Paramount (F&M) (3,389; 50-$1) 


—"‘Uninvited” (Par). About average 
$22.000. Last week, “Miracle Morgan’s 
Creek” (Par) and “Minesweeper” 
(Par) (3d wk), nice $15,400. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1.- 
451: 50-$1) — “Uninvited” (Par). 
Modest $13,500. Last week, “Mor- 
san’s Creek” (Par) (3d wk), okay 
59.800. 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- 
$1)—“Cover Girl” (Col). Grand 
$25,000. or bit better. Last week, 
“Gung Ho” (U) (2d wk) and “Hat 
Check Honey” (U), light $14,000. 

Ritz (F-WC) (1,372; 50-$1)—‘‘None 
Shall Escape’ (Col) and “Whistler” 
(Col). Average $7,000. Last week, 
“Phantom Lady” (U) and “Impostor” 
(U) (2d wk), oke $5,200. 

State (Loew's-WC) (2,204; 50-$1) 
—“Buffalo Bill” (20th). Terrif $31,- 
000. Last week, “Broadway Rhythm” 
(M-G) and “Rosie Riveter’ (Rep), 
excellent $27.900. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 50- 


$1)—“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) and | 


“Rosie Riveter” (Rep). Fair $7,000. 
Last week, “Private Hargrove” (M- 
G) and “Swing Fever’ (M-G), great 
$10,300. 

Uptown (F-WC) (1,715; 50-$1)— 
“Buffalo Bill” (20th). Great $10,500. 
Last week, “Broadway Rhythm” (M- 
G) and “Rosie Riveter” (Rep), neat 


$8.000. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 50-$1)— 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) and 
“Rosie Riveter” (Rep). Mild $6,500. 


Last week, “Private Hargrove” (M- 
G) and “Swing Fever” (M-G), $7,500. 

Wiltern (WB) (2.500; 50-$1)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) (2d_ wk). 
Stout $12.000. Last week, handsome 
$16,300. 


‘PASSAGE’ ROUSING 
246, TOP CLEVE. PIX 


Cleveland, April 18. 
Martha Raye is helping “Action in 


Arabia” to satisfactory gross at Pal- | 


ace, but “Passage to Marseille,” at 
Hipp. shows the most powerful pull. 
Second stanza of “Lady in Dark” still 
is packing ‘em into State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 44-65)—‘“Des- 
ert Song’ (WB) (2d wk). Strong 
$8.200. Last week, “Purple Heart” 
(20th) (2d wk). nice $7,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3.700; 44-65)— 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB). Socko 
$24,000. Last week, “Desert Song” 
(WB). extra good $19,000. : 

Lake (Warners) (800; 44-65)— 
“Purple Heart” (20th) (3d wk). Solid 
$3,000. Last week, “Tender Com- 
rade” (RKO) (3d wk), light $2,200. 

Ohio (‘Loew’s) (1,200; 44-65)— 
“Swing Fever” (M-G). Fair $5,000. 

(Continued on page 20) 


(Col) | 


ing $30,500, as house maintains stiff 
| spring pace. Last week, “Moonlight 


| Vermont” (U) plus Andrews Sisters, 
| Mitchell Ayres orch, others, $29,800. | 


Fenway (M-P) (3.373; 40-74)— 
“Sullivans” (20th) and “Timber 
Queen” (Par). Okay $5,400 on h.o. | 
after good $7,000 first. 

Memorial (RKO) (2.900: 


40-85)— | 
(RKO) and “Passport | 


“Up in Arms” 
Great $25,000 fol- | 


Destiny” (RKO). 

lowing socko $27,000 initialer. 
Metropolitan (M-P) (4.367; 40-74) 

—‘Standing Room Only” (Par) and} 


|“Navy Way” (Par) (2d wk). Staunch | 


|423,000 after fine $27,000 last week. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 35-74)— | 
|“Lost Angel” (M-G) and “Hey 
| Rookie” (Col). Sound $25,000. Last | 
| week, “Song Russia’ (M-G), same. | 
Paramount (M-P) (1.700; 40-74)— | 
i“Sullivans” (20th) and “Timber | 
Queen” (Par) (2d wk). Okay $12,- 
000 following moderate $13,500 ini- | 
tialer. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 35-74)—‘‘Lost | 


| 


Angel” (M-G) and “Hey Rookie” | 
(Col). Nice $11,000. Last week, | 
“Song Russia” (M-G), ditto. 


Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74)— | 
“Lady Monster” (Rep) and “Chinese | 
|Cat’ <Mono). Horror stuff big $7,- | 
800, wow for this spot. Last week, 


“Lady Death House” (Mono) and 
“Hot Rhythm” (Mono), $6,200, 


Inkspots Tilt ‘Falcon’ 
To Torrid $42,000 In 
Frisco; ‘Time’ Big 266: 


San Francisco, April 18. 

Town is mostly holdover currently. 
Of new straight filmers, “In Our 
| Time” looks best. Top money goes | 
| to “Falcon Out West,” being boosted | 
to smash session by vaude headed by | 
| the Inkspots, 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 55-85)—“Har- 
vest Moon” (WB) and “Navy Way” 
(Rep). Looks good $27.000. Last 
week, “Heavenly Body” (M-G) and 
“Swing Fever” (M-G), satisfactory 
$25,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470: 55-85) 
—“Our Time” (WB). Above average, 
$26,000. Last week, “Jane Eyre” 
(20th) and “Ghost That Walks” (Col) 
(2d wk), fine $25,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 55-85)— 
“Heavenly Body” (M-G) and “Swing 
Fever” (M-G). Good $15,000 on con- 
tinued first run. Last week, “Passage 
| Marseille” (WB), fair $13,000. 
| Warfield (F-WC) (2.650; 55-85)— 
| “Cowboy Canteen” (Col) with stage 


| 


| show, “Pin Up Girl Follies.” Okay | 
| $24,000. Last week, “Manpower” 
(Par) with stage show, “Girl’s- | 


| Apoppin’,” trim $26,000. 

State (F-WC) (2.010: 55-85)—‘‘Lost 
Angel” (M-G) and “Rationing” (M- 
G) (3d wk). Fine $13,000. Last week, 
excellent $16,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 55-95) 
—“Falcon Out West” (RKO) and/! 
stage show featuring Inkspots. Ter- 
rific $42,000, with show doing six-a- 
day on weekend. Last week, “Curse 
Cat People” (RKO) with vaude. Nice 
$28,000 to lead city’s deluxers. 

Orpheum (Biumenfeld) (2,400: 60- 
85)—"‘Cover Girl” (Col) (2d wk), Ex- 
gellent $18,000. Last week, sock 
$25,200. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,100; 
60-85) —"Happened Tomorrow” (UA) 
(3d wk). Good $10,000 for smail 


house. Last week, stout $11,100, | 


‘Lady’ Grand $17,000, 


| Fifth Ave. 


wk). 


| $9,000. 


i wk), good $9,200. 


Two Port. Spots, 2d Wk. 


Portland, Ore, April 18. 
Mostly holdovers this week, wit! 
“Lady in Dark” standout in two 
houses. “Guy Named Joe” and “Ali 
Baba” also strong in second sessions. 
Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (J. J. Parker) (1.900; 40- 
80)—“Ali Baba” (U) (2d wk). Trim 
$8.500 in six days. Last week with 


~ 


“Find Blackmailer” (WB), strong 
$13,000. 
United Artists (Parker) (900; 40- 


80)—"“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Fine 
$8,000. Last week, great $11,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 40-80)—“Passage Marseille” 
(WB) (2d wk). Nice $9,500. Last 
week, husky $13,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) and “Two- 
Man Submarine” (Col) (2d wk). Big 
$12,500. Last week, wham $17,700. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,040; 40-80)— 
“Lady Dark” (Par) and “Two-Man 
Submarine” (Col). Trim $4,500. Last 
week, strong $6,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-H-E) (1,500; 40- 
80)—"Mad Ghoul” (U) and “Return 
Vampire” (Col). Opened Monday 
(17). Last week (85-$1.20)—“Berna- 
dette” (20th), modest $12,500. 

Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 40-80)— 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Fair $3,000. Last week, $4,000. 


HIGH 
SEATTLE 


Seattle, April 18. 
“Buffalo Bill,” day-dating Para- 
mount and Music Hall, looks class of 
city this week with rousing total for 
two spots though story doesn’t mean 
SO much to (iS city aud’ war pup- 
ulace. “Lady in Dark” still is big at 


Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (H-E) (800: 45-80)— 
“Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (5th wk), 
“Action Arabia” (RKO) (2d 
Big $5,000. Last week, great 


$5,600. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349: 45-80) 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) (2d wk). 
Great $12,000. Last week, socko $17,- 
400. 

Liberty (J & vH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Happened Tomorrow” (UA). Good 
Last week, “Spitfire” (RKO) 
and “Klondike Kate” (Col), oke $8,- 
200. 

Music Box (H-E) (850: 45-80)— 
“Standing Room” (Par). Dandy $7,- 
500. Last week, “Eyre” (20th), good 
enough $4,700. 

Music Hall (2.200; 45-80)—‘“Buffalo 
Bill” (20th). Great at $9.500. Last 
week, “Lady in Dark” (Par), $8,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Big $10,000. Last week, smash $17,- 
300 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 30-$1)— 
“Career Girl” (PRC) and ‘Weird 
Woman” (U) plus stage, “Gay Nine- 
ties Revue.” Last week, “Muggs Step 
Out” (Mono) plus Blackstone on 
stage, new house record at $16,200. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 45-80)— 
“Buffalo Bill” (20th). Sock $14,500. 
Last week, “Standing Room” (Par) 
and “Escape Danger” (RKO) (2d 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 34-59)— 
“Around World” (RKO) and “Iron 
Major” (RKO) (2d run). Fair $4,- 
500. Last week (45-80). “Song Rus- 
sia” (M-G) (2d wk), $4,700. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 25- 
50)—"Riding High” (Par) and “Hos- 
tages” (Par) (3d run). Hot $4,500. 
Last week, “Thousands Cheer” (M- 
G) and “Man Down Under” (M-G) 
(3d run), excellent $4,200. 


‘Lady,’ Bright $23,000, 
Tops D. C.; ‘Sullivans’ 
Plus Vaude, Dull 19G 


Washington, April 18. 

“Lady in the Dark” leads the city 
this week at the Palace, even topping 
the vaude-film layout at the Capitol. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 34-72)— 
“Sullivans” (20th) with vaude head- 
ed by Walter O’Keefe. Mild $19,000. 
Last week, “Heavenly Body” (M-G). 
Roasted by crix but got dandy 
$24,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 34-72)— 
“Tunisian Victory’ (M-G). Good 
$8,000. Last week, “Purple Heart” 
(20th), fair $6,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,240: 70-90)—“Har- 
vest Moon” (WB) with vaude. Hot 
$20,000 on holdover. First week. 
sensational $26,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,800; 44-70)—“Ali 
Baba” (U) (2d wk). Nice $9.500 after 
grand $15,000 first week. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,800: 44-66 )— 
“Cover Girl” (Col). Moveover. Brisk 
$8.000. Last week, “Around World” 
(RKO), mild $5,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 34-72)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par). Great $23,- 
000. Last week, “Bernadette” (20th) 
(3d wk), trim $16,500. 


iris moveovers, 


‘Old Block’-Kaye Giant $20,000, Mpls: 
‘Rhythm’ Fast 136, ‘Joe Loud 116, 2d 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
(Based on 24 cities, 192 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 


Total Gross Same Week 
$2,235,000 


(Based on 26 cities, 185 theatres) 


Higher -Spivak 
Wow 256, Pitt. 


Pittsburgh, April 18. 

Only two new films in town this 
week, “Higher and Higher,” at Stan- 
ley with Charlie Spivak’s band on 
stage, and “Beautiful But Broke’ at 
small Senator. Former is way out in 
front. “Song of Bernadette,” at Har- 
ris, is getting big dough for house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-65)—“Sul- 
livans” (20th) (2d wk), Standing up 
fine at $9,000. Last week, swell 
$13,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 80-$1.10)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (2d wk). Pic- 
ture’s big, naturally grossing more 
than anything here has in past. Nice 
$18,500 after strong $24,000 last sesh. | 
Latter is around $10,000, below what | 
management figured “Bernadette” 
would do on Easter Week opener. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-65 )— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) (2d wk). Off 
to $36,D0D but still tis-for ! 
move to Warner to continue down- | 
town run. Last week, solid $25,500, | 


best here in long time. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 40-65)—Broad- | 
wav Rhythm” (M-G) (3d wk). Sec- | 
ond week at small seater is oKay | 
$3,000. Last week, sturdy $3,500. | 

Senator (Harris) (1.750: 40-65)— | 
i “Beautiful But Broke” (Col). First | 


single feature here, aside from Har- |} 
in some time. Stout 
$3,200. Last week, “Hey Rookie” 
(Col) and “Whistler” (Col), big $3,- | 
600. | 

Stanley (WB) (3.800: 44-85)— 
“Higher Higher” (RKO) and Charlie 
Spivak band. Only new deluxe bill 
in town, so strong $25.000 is likely. 
Last week, Lionel Hampton and “Ac- 
tion Arabia” (RKO), $21,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-65 )—“‘Mir- 
acle Morgan's Creek” (Par) (3d wk). 
Staying second week here on m.0o. 
from Penn. Fine $8,000. Last week, 
terrific $13,500. 


‘Hargrove’ Best Bet In 
K. C., 186; ‘Buffalo Bill’ 
Big 166, ‘Lady’ 136, 2d 


Kansas City, April 18. | 
Grosses at deluxers continue bull- | 
ish. The bell-ringer is ‘Private Har- 
grove” at the Midland with “Buffalo | 
Bill” opened day-and-date at the Es- 
quire, Uptown and Fairway, not far | 
off pace. Newman’s “Lady in the 
Dark” continues great on second 
week, 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire, Uptown and Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820, 2,043 and 700; 
45-65)—“Buffalo Bill” (20th). Big 


$16,000. Last week, “Four Jills Jeep” 
(20th). Sturdy $12,000 but under | 
hopes. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 40.60)— | 


“Private Hargrove” (M-G) and “Nine | 
Girls” (Col). Great $18,000. Last | 
week, “Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) | 
and “3 Russian Girls” (UA), healthy | 
$13,500 although under expectancy. | 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 45- | 
65)—“Lady in Dark” (Par) (2d wk). | 
Lusty $13,000. Total of $18.700 last | 
week broke all house records for a 
regular-scale attraction. - | 

Orpheum (RKO) (1.500; 46-65)— | 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) and “Falcon | 
Out West” (RKO) (2d wk). Neat! 
$11,000 after near-record $15,200 ini- | 
tial frame. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2.100: 41-60) 
—‘“Where Are Children?” (Mono) 
and “Week-End Pass” (U) with 
vaude. Lively $10,000. Last week, 
“Hat Check Honey” (U) with Earl 
Carroll “Vanities” on stage. Brisk 
$11,200. 


‘Passage’ Wow 276, N’w’k 


Newark, April 18. 

“Up in Arms,” last week’s pace- 
maker, is still very strong, although 
on second stanza at Proctor’s. “Pas- 
sage to Marseille,” at Branford, is 
biggest thing in town and may set 
house record. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Adams-Par) (1,950: 35-99) 
—‘“Calaboose” (UA), with Glen Gray 
orch and Marcy McGuire on stage. 
Robust $18,500. Last week, “Hoosier 
Holiday” (Rep), with Bill Robinson 


| healthy 


But 


| praise 


|“Harvest Moon” 
| $14,000 
| $20,200. 


Minneapolis, Apri] } 

After last week’s disappointing 
turns, biz shows signs of a healthy 
comeback currently despite nea;. 
blizzard over weekend. Wel] forti- 
fied are the Orpheum, with its combo 
of Sammy Kaye band and “Chip Og 
the Old Block” and Radio City with 
“Broadway Rhythm.” After big inj- 
tial canto, “A Guy Named Joe” is 
holding strong on holdover at the 
State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 25-35) 
“Two Man Submarine” (Col) and 
“Jive Junction” (PRC). Satisfactory 
$2.000 in five days. “Rains Came” 
(20th) (reissue) and “Cowboy Can. 
teen” (PRC) open Wednesday (19), 
Last week, “Banjo on Knee” (20th) 
(reissue) and “Timber Queen” (Par) 
split with “Here Comes Elmer” (Rep) 
and “Suspected Persons” (PRC), $2.. 
400 in eight days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 44-60)—“A}j 
Baba” (U) (2d wk). Mild $5,000 on 
moveover here. Last week, “Stand- 
oe Only” (Par) (2d wk), fine 
° 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 40)—‘Frisco 
Kid” (WB) (reissue). Good $4,000. 
Last week, “Phantom Lady” (U), fair 


$3.500. 

Lyrie (P-S) (1,100; 40-60)—‘“Pas. 
sage Marseille” (WB) (2d wk). 
Moveover from Radio City. Mild 
$4,500. Last week, “Cover Girl” (Col) 
(3d wk), okay $4,500. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2.800; 44-70)— 
“Chip Old Block” (U) and Sammy 
Kaye orch on stage. Kaye the real 
magnet, but plenty of praise for film, 
too. Soaring to giant $20,000. Last 
week, “Ali Baba” (U), good $10,000, 

Radio City (P-S) (4,000; 44-60)— 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G). Headed 
for strong $15,000. Last week, “Pas- 
sage Marseille” (WB), sad $10,000. 

State (P-S) (2.300: 44-60)—"Cuy 
Named Joe” (M-G) (2d wk). 
ing for hefty $11,000 after huge $17,- 


500 initialer. 
Uptown (Par) (1,100; 40-50)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par). First nabe 


showing. big $4,000. Last week, “Life- 
boat” (20th), $3,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350: 44-80)— 
“Standing Room Only” (Par) (3d 
Third week downtown. Stil 
at $2.800. Last week, “Fight- 
(Rep) (2d wk), lhght 


wk). 


ing Seabees” 
$1,800. 


‘ARMS’-VAUDE BOFFO 
$21,000 IN THIN BALTO 


Baltimore, April 18. 

Biz held fairly well this week, “Up 
in Arms” and vaude layout registers 
ing extra well at the combo Hipp. 
Also attracting some trade is “The 
Imposter” at Keith's. Rest of list is 
fairish. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“Heavenly Body” (M-G). Fairly 
good $16,000. Last week, “Broadway 
Rhythm” (M-G), nice $17,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-74)—‘‘Up in Arms” (RKO) plus 
vaude. Leading city at solid $21,000 
and sure h.o. Last week, “Beautiful 
Broke” (Col) plus’ Charlie 
Spivak orch, bell-ringing $22,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
65)—“Imposter” (U). Okay $14,000. 
Last week, “Lady in Dark” (Par) (3d 
wk), held well at upped holiday 
prices for trim $14,800 after two big 
previous rounds. 

Maryland (Hicks) (1,240: 25-55)— 
“Kings of Ring” (Indie). Good 
$5,000. Last week, “Weird Woman” 
(U), average $4,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) 


25-55)— 


(980; 


| “Phantom Lady” (U) (2d wk). Crix 


helping toward fine $5,000 


| after surprising $5,800 first week. 


(1,680; 20-60)— 
(20th) (2d wk). 


New (Mechanic) 
“Four Jills Jeep” 


| Holding fairly well at $7,000 after 
| Steady initial sesh at $9,700. 


(3,280; 25-65)— 
(2d wk). Solid 
getaway at 


Stanley (WB) 


after great 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,480; 20- 
60) — “Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) 
(moveover). Good action at $5,500 
after in downstairs Century. Last 
week, “Swing Fever” (M-G), okay 
$4,300. 


and D’Artega ogsch on stage, tepid 
$15,800. 

Branford (WB) (2.800° 20-90)— 
“Passage Marseille” (WB) and “Moon 
Las Vegas” (U). Robust $27,000 and 


'may get new record. Last week, “All 


Baba” (U) and “Hat Check Honey” 
(U), strong $21,500, and over hopes. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-$1.10)— 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) and “Passport 
Destiny” (RKO) (2d wk). Handsome 
$20,000. May hold. Last week, sock 
$31,000 
Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
35-85)—“Fighting Seabeas” (Rep) 
(2d wk). Satisfactory $13,000. Last 
week, healthy $18,000 and way over 
expectancy. 
State (Loew’s) (2,600; 35-85)— 
“None Shall Escape” (Col) and “Hey 
Rookie” (Col) (2d wk). Acceptable 
$12,500, Last week, good $18,500. 


Head. 


| 
| | 
| | | 
This Week...... $597,500 | | Se | 
| 
| | 
| | | | 
| | | 
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| | 
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Pageant Started Show Biz 2.500 


Years Ago; Now It's Films’ 50th Anni 


By JOHN A. GOODNO 
Huntington, W. Va., April 16. 
Movies started with a parade! 
Today as the motion picture in- 
dustry begins its 50th Anniversary 


with a typewriter than General 
Grant could have done with an army. 


Alvord’s Pioneering 
Alvord was the first man to ever 


| successfully apply Prof. Freud's the- 
it is well to remember that about | 


ory of “suppressed desire” in show- 


2.500 years ago a bunch of fellows | business —only he didn’t suppress 


staged a pageant near Athens with | 
a result the natives liked it so well} 


they demanded more and this parade 
erew to a drama when a guy named 


neglected a Parade! 

On the street, in the newspaper, 
on the billboards or on the air, the 
Parade’s the thing and, brother, it 
still is! 

Advertising is the showmen’s Big | 
Parade! 

Take my home town, St. Marys, 
W. Va., for instance (pop. 2,200). 
When Billy Bryant’s Showboat or 
the Cotton Blossom used to play 
there every kid within miles knew 


it was coming for weeks, but when |! 


that old band lit into “O You Great 


Big Beautiful Doll” it was the final) 


clincher that made you dig down 
deep and lay it on the line. 
Everybody Loves a Parade! 
The late Al G. Fields was another 
showman who didn’t have to have 
Dr. Watson hand him a needle—Al 


would come in your boxoffice, take | 


a jJook at the ticket rack and imme- 


diately order out the band to blitz | 


another block or two. The B.O. tem- 
perature usually shot up. 

As the advertising parade kept 
moving ahead from the era of street 


printed word reached its peak eile 


the arrival in Huntington of Mr. 
Ned Alvord, the Allah of Adjectives 
and Lord High Priest of the Hyper- 
bole who came here fronting A. B. 
Marcus when the talkie was just 


rearing its head out Sunset Boule- | 


vard. 
This was the same Mr. Alvord who 
was to crack Memphis wide open a 


few seasons later ahead of Billy | 


Rose and create more excitement 


anything and his colorful herald 
must remain the high-water mark in 


| that floodtide of Movieanna of which 
lamec Howard S. Cullman so aptly sum- 
Thespis staged a one-act show in 535, 
B. C.—and thus Hollywood was born. | 

No great showman I ever knew | 


marized as a picture that is “just 
fair’ is “terrific.” 
When Alvord hit your town he 


made a beeline for a sympathetic 


editor—and what a front! As he 
walked up through the business of- 
| fice, on through the editorial rooms 


| people paused and peeked, “Who 


was this guy, anyway?”, for Alvord 
was sartorially out of this world be- 


| decked in striped trousers, black 
| frock coat, trick collar and formal 


tie. 

Alas, there had come dignity into 
the world of the exploiteer. Here 
was the antithesis of the gaudily 
dressed Barnumesque bombasteer of 
the smelly circus, here was the gen- 
uine McCoy, a gentleman schooled 
in all the come-on who packed 88- 
millimeter superlatives in both fists. 

Alvord immediately went to work. 
The parade was forming. A couple 
of sharp pencils, some layout paper 
and a flock of gal cuts, and the next 


Studio Contracts 


Rod Cameron 
series at Universal. 


western 


player 
ticket at 20th-Fox. 
*s option picked up by | 
David O. Selznick. 


Saul renewed as writer at 


by Paramount. 
Dorothy Garner inked player pact 
with David O. Selznick. 


straight writing contract at Metro. 
Reed Hadley handed player ticket 


newed by Universal. 
Lynn Merrick, player, 


Allen McNeil, scripter, , 
Joseph Wright, art director, 
Henry Levin, di 


George Korvin, actor, Universal. 


signed three-pic- 
ture deal at Republic. 
Aeneas MacKenzie. 
Joseph Sternad, 


s “Garbo Talks!” 


Premiere Junkets, and Russell Bird- 


day the printer handed you a flock 
of heralds which you had only to 
toss On any front porch and when 
thev took one look they started ask- 
ing, “When do the tickets go on 


sale?” That was advertising! 


| 
Live, sometimes too effective. but if | 


some censor-minded group rebelled | : 


at the (Un) Cover Girls displayed 
thereon, Alvord could dig down into 
his trunk on short notice and bring 
forth a set of die-cut panties which 
could be sniped on in no time. That 
also was advertising! 

But the advertising parade was 
moving on! 

Frank Whitbeck was astounding | 
us with a new type of layout and ' 


well was going to prove that more 
people would read about who the | 
stars were going to be 
than had read the 
book—a front page smash 
showmen to‘shoot at! 


years and i in respect to that 30 years 
we can only be sure of one 
thing—and that is that it 


I believe, can see the 
the Big Parade after 
that offensive ad- 
vertising is going to prove more than 
bomb-sight through 
lines up the TNT des- | 
Fortress Bonanza. 
Get in the parade! 


Hollywood, April 18. 


= Whitley’s Western Work 


Universal sigued Ray Whitley, 
currently galloping in “Boss of 
| Seaman” to star in a series of 


seven westerns. 


duction reins. 


Dolid’s Promotion 
Causes a General 


the Warner contract department, 
moving up to succeed Al Schwalberg 
as supervisor of exchange opera- 
tions, Ben Kalmenson has named 
Ralph Clark, of the Warner distri- 


time, the WB sales manager is pro- 


of accessories sales, to the post of 


Dolid. 


_Char-| All appointments are effective 


April 30 when Schwalberg joins In- 
ternational Pictures (William Goetz- 
Leo Spitz) in charge of sales, with 
headquarters at N. Y. 

A branch promotion in Warners 
is that of Ray Smith. salesman, who 
has been appointed branch manager 
| at Albany, succeeding Paul S. Krum- 


| enacker, who becames_ city sales 


managey in Pittsburgh under B. F. 
(Dinty) Moore. At the same time 
Jerry Wechsler, who has held that 
post in Pittsburgh. shifts to Boston 
in the same capacity. 


STARR HEADS AMPA 


Martin Starr has been unani-| 
mously nominated for president of | 


AMPA. 


| Starr is director of radio publicity | 


and exploitation for United Artists. 


New hoss dramas start next month 
with Oliver Drake holding the pro- 


Reshuffling in WB 


With I. F. (Mike) Dolid, head of 


bution department, to take over the 
former duties of Dolid. At the same 


moting Bernard Goodman, in charge 


assistant supervisor of sales under 


— 


i Pix Forced More ’n’ More to Radio, 
Billboards, Etc., With Ad Space Cut 


Drastically trimmed on newspaper 
space, film companies are turning 
more and more to radio, billboards 
and other forms of advertising to 
launch preems of pictures in New 
York. Fact that several picture com- 
panies appear satisfied with results 
obtained trom other ad mediums 
poses the question as to how tough 
it will be for N, Y. dailies to regain 
this advertising, now heavily curbed 
by wartime pulp shortage. 

No question but that numerous 
picture companies are upset by the 
way film theatre and screen ads have 
been slashed. Some executives are 
understood to feel that they haven't 
been given a fair shake since de- 
partment stores apparently have not 
been hit much. Others are outspoken 
in saying they have been discrim- 
inated against in the newspaper 
space slash. 

“Cover Girl,” “Private Hargrove,” 
“Lady in the Dark” and now “Follow 
the Boys” are just a few of the pic- 
tures which have been sold heavily 
without too much dependence of 
newspaper ad space. Per usual the 
Music Hall used extensive billboard 
and station poster ads while Colum- 
bia employed many outside mediums 
to attract attention. Biz at the Mu- 
sic Hall attests how successful the 
job was, 

Paramount made use of numerous 
gimmicks, plenty of billboard and 
pretentious theatre marquee display 
besides radio to sell “Lady.” Con- 
trasted with the newspaper space, 
other ad mediums far outbalanced 
this usual daily paper ad medium, 
grove.” 

Besides special preems, Universal 
likely will spend only about $11,000 
in newspapers and the remainder of 
$31.000 for bill boards, posters and 
special signs. One of these is located 
at 47th and Broadway to mark the 
opening of the film at the Criterion, 
U also is using 24-sheets and five 
times as much on the radio as usual 
for a preem. 2,400 posters wil! be 
spotied in the subways. 
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Aussie Film Industry Alarmed 
At Stepped-Up Moves for Theatres 


Sydney, April 18. 

Free-for-all battle between two 
major Australian theatre circuits, 
Hoyts and Greater Union Theatres, 
and U. S. top distributors for addi- 
tional key theatre outlets Down Un- 


der is being viewed with alarm not 
only by Aussie independent exhibit- 
ors butsthe whole industry here. In- 
dies frankly admit these post-war 
expansion grabs are the forerunner 
of industry trouble. Both Hoyts cir- 
cuit and Greater Union have stepped 
out with new expansion deals re- 
cently, and there has been pressure 
by U. S. distribs to take over pres- 
ently operated theatres from current 
owners. 

Hoyts, under managing director 
Ernest Turnbull, is nearing comple- 
tion of a pact with Maurice Sloman, 
former Hoyts chief in Melbourne 
under Charles Munro’s regime, for 
several Victoria houses under his 
control. Hoyts also recently obtained 
24 theatres from Western Suburbs 
cinemas in Sydney. 

Greater Union, headed by Norman 
Rydge, currently is mulling a deal 
with King’s independent circuit here 
in its suburban expansion plans. 
Also bidding for houses of the Clif- 
ford indie chain in Adelaide. 

in Sydiiey, these expansion moves 
by the major circuits is viewed as a 
step to forestall U. S. distributor 
plans to break into the Aussie thea- 
tre field on a greater scale than cur- 
rently. However, 20th-Fox already 
is represented since its now wholly- 
owned National Theatres has domi- 
nating interest in Hoyts. 


Pix For 
UK. From the U.S. 


Washington, April 18. 

About 75% of all motion picture 
footage shown in the United King- 
dom last year was produced in the 
United States, according to the Fed- 
eral Department of Commerce. 
Eighty percent of all pix shown 
there was imported, and all but 5% 
of that came from this country. 

Gross boxoffice receipts for the 
5.000 to 5,300 film theatres was esti- 
mated at about $400,000,000 for the 
past year. Hours of operation for 
picture houses have been cut sub- 
stantially, it was explained, because 
of blackouts and lack of transporta- 
tion facilities. 

Despite wartime restrictions on 
material for new construction and 
repairs, said Dept. of Commerce re- 
port, facilities are reported adequate 
to meet current needs. 


Curtin Lauds Early 
Showing of U.S. Pix 
To Aussie Fighters 


Canberra, April 1. 

Prime Minister John Curtin has 
thanked Motion Picture Distributors 
Assn. for setting the screening of 
pre-release films to Australian troops 
in the Southwest Pacific battle zones. 
He said the MPDA, in supplying 
product without charge, had saved 
the government many thousand dol- 
lars. 

Although there have been some 
complaints from troops regarding 
dated fare in the past, spokesmen for 
MPDA said that every effort was be- 
ing made to get timely pictures to 
the troops, and that product now is 
routed before release in most city 


Bonanova Draws Triple 


Pact for Mexico Films 
Mexico City, April 18. 

Fortunio Bonanova, currently 
working in Metro's “Mrs. Parking- 
ton” in Hollywood, is due here late 
in April to carry out a four-picture 
contract with Victoria Films as star, 
producer and director. 
First of the four will be “Sierra 
Morena,” first Technicolor feature to 
be produced in the Spanish language. 


Odeon Tops Par In 
Can. Theatre War 


Toronto, April 18. 

Odeon Theatres (Canada) won the 
first round in battle between Odeon 
and Famous Players Canadian for 
Dominion supremacy which will 
really get under way when wartime 
building restrictions are lifted. By 
majority vote of common share- 
holders of Hamilton United Thea- 
tres, Ltd., the offer of $711,881 for 
the Palace and Capitol houses by 
Theatre Properties «(Hamilton) Ltd., 
a subsidiary of Odeon, was accepted. 
The general meeting of shareholders 
thereby defeated the FP-Can. pro- 
posal to pay $831,931 for the two 
properties. The proxies vote was 
28,574 for and 214 against. Out- 
United 
Theatres, Ltd. are 5,187 preferred 
and 48,020 common. 

Hon. W. D. Ross, president of 
Hamilton United Theatres, Ltd., said 
he believed the prospects for shares 
in the new company to be better 
than the cash offer of $3.50 a share 
for common made by FP-Can. 

The Odeon chain, started by the 
late N. L. Nathanson after his split 
with Famous and now headed by his 
son, Paul, takes in 94 houses across 
Canada with a total of nearly 66,000 
seats. Famous with the earlier start, 
has 327 houses with 306,995 seats, 
this including the largest theatres 
in the most populous centres of 
Canada. 

The Dominion has 1,275 theatres 
with 706,173 seats but only other 
chain is that of F. G. Spencer who 
has a circuit of 20 houses in the 
Maritimes with 12,684 seats. 


Hoyts Chain (Aussie) 
Plays Off War Films; 
Now Uses Light Fare 


Sydney, April 1. 

Ernest Turnbull, Hoyts chief, who 
ordered stock-taking of all war films 
when he first took over, now is in 
position to play a so-called war opus 
only occasionally. Because he or- 
dered unloading of wartime prints 
via an agreement bewteen Hoyts and 
distribs, holding back frothy fare in 
order to get the blood-and-guts 
screen-dated as quickly as possible. 
This was done via 20th-Fox, RKO, 
United Artists and others. Today 
little war material goes over the 
Hoyts circuit. 

U. S. distrib with most war stuff 
on tap is Warners, backlog being due 
largely to failure to reach terms 
with Hoyts, and other major loops, 
covering contract renewal. Now 
looks as though Warners will be 
caught short with such product as 
“Casablanca,” “Air Force,” “Wings 
for Eagle” and others, awaiting ma- 
jor outlets. 


areas. Pointed out that dated stuff | 
was only used when it was impos- | 
sible to get pre-release material | 
through because of transport delays. | 


Jack Hylton in 1st Stint 
As Future Producer 


London, April 18. 

David Coplan, head of United Art- 
ists here, has been huddling with 
Jack *Hylton on instructions from 
the homeoffice regarding the pro- 
duction of a big filmusical for UA. 
If deal goes through it will be Hyl- 
ton’s first for the screen. He’s been 
a legit producer heretofore. 

Hylton would be given authority | 
to bring over an American picture | 
director and talent. He would also 
be permitted to use some of his gwn 
stellar talent. UA is reported pre- 
pared to finance the entire venture. | 


H’wood Tele Pacts 


from page 1 


such a length of time involving tele 
appearances will not hold up in the 
courts, particularly the clause per- 
mitting a studio to hold an “exclu- 
sive’ on a player. The net execs 
argue that such a contract is not 
in temper with the times; that it’s a 
throwback to monopoly and selfish, 
coin-grabbing interests which in 
these days are not in tempo with 
the progressive spirit as manifest in 
judicial decisions. 

Furthermore, these net execs feel 
the pix industry is underestimating 
the advanced strides tele will make 
once the war is over; that it will not 
be question of 10 years before popu- 
larization of the video medium, but 
merely a question of two or three 
years at the most. 


Pat Kirkwood Set 
By Metro in Britain 


London, April 18. 

Metro has signatured Pat Kirk- 
wood, musical comedy star, to an 
exclusive one-year contract. First is 
the new Alexander Korda film in 
production now. 

Pact calls for six annual renewal 
options, 


Aussie Exhibs 
Form Own Assn. 


Melbourne, April 1. 

Aussie indie exhibitors have formed 
one big major organization to com- 
bat moves by distributors on rental 
increase. Organization is headed by 
William Harrop. 

Formerly indies had their own 
units in each Australian key city. 
Distribs’ organization is the Motion 
Picture’ Distributors Association, 
with Neil Ackland in charge. Many 
indie exhibs, now playing flat rent- 
als, long opposed pictures on per- 
centage. It’s the intention of this 
exhibitor organization to battle dis- 
tribs on percentage increases, with 
example of “Bell Tolls” at 70-30% a 
fighting point. But most of all they 
are resisting any moves from fiat 
rentals to percentage deals. 


Special Services Plan 
Resumption of London 
Play-Producing Setup 


Lontion, April 1. 


After lull since last Augtist, wuen 
Mexwell Anderson's “Eve of St. 
Mark” terminated eight weeks at 
Scala theatre, Theatre Unit, Special 
Service Section, Central Base, is re- 
suming play producing. Looks like 
it would be on bigger scale than last 
year. As formerly, will operate with 
American Red Cross. 


Originally planning to tee off with 
Maxwell Anderson’s “What Price 
Glory,” there’s been a‘ switch to Jed 
Harris’ hit of 1939. “Our Town,” 
with John Sweet, who played in last 
year’s “St. Mark,” assigned the Frank 
Craven role, with other “St. Mark” 
actors in support. Show is skedded 
for Scala theatre for May or early 
June, with run likely to go well be- 
yond two weeks originally ans 
nounced. 

This will be followed by five one- 
act plays selected from Play Contest, 
open to G.I.’s and Red Cross. Judges 
on these are expected to be Alfred 
Lunt, Dwight Deere Wiman, Firth 
Shephard, Hugh Beaumont, head of 
H. M. Tennent, legit producers, and 
Robert Sherwood, if available from 
OWI duties. 


Army Play-by-Play series, as done 
by John Golden on Broadway, is also 
included in program. But these are 
not intended for London, but outly- 
ing camps. Actors will be mostly 
recruited from GI's and Red Cross, 
although TU is anxious to get Pa- 
tricia Sargent, Londas Metcalfe, 
Gloria Claire and Maxine Sheppard, 
legiters, recently arrived here for 
USO-Camp Shows. Major Walker is 
in charge of SSS, with Lt. Jerowski 
on production. 


Current London Shows 


London, April 18. 
“Are De Triomphe,” Phoenix. 
“Arsenic & Old Lace,” Strand. 
All Star Variety, Palladium. 
“Alice in Wonderland,” Scala. 
“Blithe Spirit,” Duchess. 
“Druid’s Rest,” St. Martin’s. 
“Dancing Years,” Adelphi. 
“G’nite Ladies,” Whitehall. 
“Ideal Husband,” Westminster, 
“It’s Time to Dance,” Lyric. 
“Junior Miss,” Saville. 


“Lilac Domino,” Majestys. 
“Lisbon Story,” Hippodrome. 
“Love For Love,” Haymarket. 
“Love Racket,” Princes. 
“Meet Me, Victoria,” Vic Palace. 
“Mr. Bolfry,” Playhouse. 

“My Sister Eileen,” Savoy. 
“Old Chelsea,” Winter Garden. 
“One Room,” Apollo. 
“Panama Hattie,” Piccadilly. 
“Pink String,” Duke of York's. 
“Shall No Night,” Aldwych. - 
“Soldier Xmas,” Wyndham’s. 
“Something Boys,” Coliseum. 
“Something in Air,” Palace. 
“Sweeter Lower,” Ambassador. 
“10 Little Niggers,” C’bridge. 
“Uncle Harry,” Garrick. 


“While Sun Shines,” Globe. 


Literati 


Zanuck Vs. Rice on Pix 


Admitting that Hollywood is pri- 
marily interested in “boxoffice,” be- 
cause Otherwise movies couldn't be 
a factor for social good, producer 
Darryl Zanuck answers Elmer Rice’s 
recent. attack on the industry with 
a strongly worded defense in the 
current issue of Saturday Review of 
Literature (22). 


Accusing Rice of “a good deal of 
confused thinking,” Zanuck main- 
tains that the industry, though it is 
“big business,” is also an art form. 
Its b. 0. interest, he says, isn’t due 
“solely to mercenary motives.” The 
industry has many creative men and 
women, Zanuck says, who “are just 
as eager as Mr. Rice to erase the 
evils of bigotry and intolerance from 
the earth.” But the industry, he 
adds, is guided by the principle that 
no matter what its message. a film 
is simply “an empty gesture” unless 
people see it. Emphasis on boxoffice 
comes first, says Zanuck, because 
audiences have to be attracted. 


There ts also the industry’s obli- 
gations to its stockholders, and its 
thousands of employees, adds Zan- 
uck. He lists “Grapes of Wrath,” 
“Ox-Bow Incident” (which lost 
money), and “Fugitive From A 
Chain Gang,” among others, as an- 
swer to Rice's charge that the in- 
dustry avoids controversial subjects. 

Rice, in same issue, answers Zan- 
uck’s letter, denying that he “at- 
tacked” the movies or said it had no 
liberals. But he still claims the in- 
dustry is controlled in the main by 
reactionary business men who are 
chiefly interested in making money 
and preserving the economic status 
quo. Rice calls Zanuck’s estimate 


“sheer wishful thinking” and main- 
tains the average film gives the 
world a_ distorted conception of 
American life, 


Runyon Improves After Op 

Damon Runyon columnist-author- 
film producer who was operated on 
at the Memorial hospital, N. Y., was 
reported in favorable condition early 
this week. His larynx was removed 
and it is likely that his speech will 
be affected. Popular scribe plans re- 
turning to Hollywood in around 
two weeks, Leo Spitz who accom- 
panied him east having already gone 
back to the Coast, 


sd Quirk Vice Barrett 

Anticipated army service caused 
Ray Barrett to resign from the N.Y. 
News dramatic editorship, but he 
has since become aligned with the 
Jean Dalrymple publicity office in 
N. Y. Meantime, David Quirk has 
moved up as d. e., and Robert Jeans 
is the new asst. drama ed. 

John Chapman, of course, is 
drama critic. 


Jack Lait’s Autebiog 


If, as and when Jack Lait writes 
his memoirs it will be called “Lead 
to Kum.” Meantime, the N. Y. 
Mirror ed is constantly besieged by 
M. Lincoln Schuster (Simon &) to 
do that book, and a $5,000 advance 
royalty check has become a run- 
ning gag between the two. 

Lait has his own ideas on a book 
of this nature, if he ever gets to it. 
Emphasis would be on journalistic 
short-cuts, based on his own vet- 
eran career as star reporter, edi- 
tor and author. 


Arthur Mefford’s Leave 


Arthur Mefford, now resting {fn 
Arizona on half-pay from the N. Y. 
Mirror, will continue to write Sun- 
day crime stories for the daily. 

Incidentally, Union Pacific has en- 
listed Mefford as telegraph opera- 
tor, which was his old job before 
becoming a N. Y. daily newspaper 
star reporter. 


George Dixon’s Deal 

George Dixon, former N. Y. Daily 
News byliner and assistant to John 
O'Donnell, head of the Washington 
bureau of the Daily News, is re- 
portedly getting $500 weekly under 
his new deal with International 
News Service. Salary, it is under- 
stood, is in addition to expenses in- 
volved in operating the Washing- 
ton office of INS. 

Dixon's first column under his new 
assignment appeared in the N, Y. 
Daily Mirror last Monday (17). 

Dixon, 44, was born in Toronto, 
and worked on the Toronto Star and 
other Canadian dailies. 

Introductory piece on Dixon in the 
Mirror last Sunday (16) quotes Dix- 
on as saying, “I didn’t have no 


schooling to speak of. i was a YMCA 
secretary, but I really wanted to 
study to become a burglar so I could 
work at night.” 


CHATTER 

Jill Warren doing a piece on Carl 
Brisson for Movieland mag. 

Michael Stern leaving for the 
Italian front for some more war 
corresponding. 

Jim Marshall rounding up a news 
and camera staff as West Coast edi- 
tor of Collier’s. 

Several publishers bidding for 
new novel by Rene Clair, film 
writer-director. 

Claire Leonard, play broker, is do- 
ing new column, audience reviews 
the Play, for About Town mag. - 

Maurice Zolotow turning out a 
Saturday Evening Post article on 
Henry Nemo, song-writer, gagster, 

Mark Hellinger shoved off for the 
South Pacific to write war news for 
International News and the Hearst 
papers. 

Zachery Gold and Allen Marple, 
one of the Collier’s editors, intend to 
collab on a novel or a play this 
summer. 

Jeanne Bartlett is expanding her 
screen story, “Son of Lassie,” into a 
novel for publication when the film 
is released. 

Harry Riemer upped to the editor- 
ship of the N. Y. Daily News Record 
after more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury on the staff. 

Octavus Roy Cohen, Jr., who, like 


-his author-father, is a writer, and 
Katherine Van Allen Harg to wed 


April 24 in N. Y. 

Harpers will publish a pictorial 
biography of Woodrow Wilson to co- 
incide with the release of the 20th- 
Fox picture, “Wilson.” 

Sheila Graham writing one 
column a week for NANA while 
awaiting transportation for herself 
and daughter to England. 

lifford Dowdey on the West Coast, 
and writing a new novel. Walter D. 
Edmonds also working on a new 
novel, but at his home in Cambridge, 

Chris Cunningham, United Press 
war correspondent, is on his way 
from Italy to Hollywood to play 
himself in the Ernie Pyle picture, 
now titled “The Story of GI Joe.” 

“What They Don’t Know” by 
Ward Greene, of King Features, will 
be published by Random House next 
month and has also been sold to 
McCall’s magazine. It’s his seventh 
novel. 

Maxwell Anderson is writing a 
one-act play about the infantry, to 
be acted by soldiers in camps overe- 
seas. The play is one of a series to 
be tried out at Camp Shanks, 
Orangeburg, N. Y. 

The Banshees will be luncheon 
hosts to the American Newspaper 
Publishers Assn, next Tuesday (25) 
at the Waldorf Astoria ballroom, 
Frank Sinatra, Dunninger and 
Celeste Holm being among the en- 
tertainers, 

George McManus comic strip 
artist visiting from the Coast dated 
for three radio shows this week—a 
judge for Dunniger, Wednesday (19), 
with Col. Stoopnagle on Saturday 
(22) afternoon and judge for Ellery 
Queen’s program that evening. 


Mexico to Make 
$0 Films in 44 


Mexico City, April 18. 


With four big producing companies 
set to turn out 50 features this year, 
it looks like the greatest producing 
season Mexico has_ experienced. 
Smaller producers may contribute 
15-20, making nearly 80 for year. 
The big four are Clasa Films, Films 
Mundiales, Flimex and Producciones 
Grovas, these producing not as & 
combo but separate units. If cur- 
rently outlined plans are carried out, 
each of the four may produce 15 fea- 
tures apiece. 


The matter of raw stock and equip- 
ment replacements may slow down 
this ambitious plan, but the Office of 
Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs has given Mexican produc- 
tion the green light in the past, and 
not much trouble is anticipated on 
this. 


Nix Troop Talent Dates 


Melbourne, April 1. 

U. S. Army officials have nixed 
all requests for soldier talent to ap- 
pear in cinemas or vaude-revue 
houses. 

Officials say that talent in any 
ace spot on ieave from battle zones 
will be used solely for entertainment 
of sick and wounded troops in hos- 
pitals. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


| (Continued from page 8) 


theatres. 


have their aircooling as usual. 


RKO, which is distributing “The Yellow Canary” in this country, has 


Pressure brought to bear on what Congress would do to the 
appropriations resulted in a change of plans, 


Congressional staffs will 


edited the film from its original length of 95 minutes to 84. It's a Herbert 
Wilcox mystery-thriller. Made in England as part of the company’s pro- 
duction schedule to meet its British quota, picture is the 18th from the 
team of Wilcox and Anna Neagle, who stars. 

Shown in London starting in October last year, “Canary” has been lying 
on shelf in U. S. due to backlog of RKO product for past six months. 


Constituting some kind of record fer picture preparation, one year will 


have passed between time production was started and cameras begin roll- 
ing on Lloyd C. Douglas’ best-selling tome, “The Robe.” 


Shooting on the 


Frank Ross production for RKO now has been pushed back to October, 


thus making elapsed time span full 12 months. 


too long, however, in view of the fact thousands of costumes had to be 
prepared for the picture and research had to be done on clothing of 


FY Biblical period. Western Costume had to make over 7,000 costumes alone, 
e because there wasn’t a sufficient quantity available, 

Big swing to use of color in feature productions is shown in recently- 
issued annual statement of Technicolor, Inc., which revealed net income 
of $1.22 per share against 41c in 1942. In 1943 company handled 125,000,000 
feet of Technicolor film as compared with 40,000,000 six years ago and 
5,000,000 feet in 1932. 

Indicative of substantial position which film company shares now hold 
in financial circles is the Wall Street report over the weekend that an 
investment trust added to fts large holdings by purchasing batch of film 
stocks. Buy-in included Loew’s, Universal, 20th-Fox and Paramount. 

Sam Goidwyn has sold Puerto Ricaf reissue rights to 31 of his produc- 
tions to Rafael Ramos Cobian, including films ranging from “Bulldog 
Drummond” to “The Westerner.” Henry R. Arias and George Callahan 
acted as agents in the negotiations. 

New York city theatres, during the first year of the campaign to secure 
blood donors, secured 51,998 volunteers. Drive was started by 10 N. Y. 
exhibs in February, 1943. 

Purchase of 9,896 shares of Loew common last March 27 brought hold- 
ings of Nick Schenck, corporation prexy, to 10,913 shares, recent SEC 
+ 
Selznick Agency Gets 
New Directors Board 
Hollywood, April 18. 

Charles Morrison, new operations 
chief of the Myron Selznick agency, 
will be advised by a new board of 
directors, three members of which 
are clients of the company. 

Gene Fowler will represent the 
writers, William Powell the actors 
and George Marshall the directors. 
Other board members are Lester W. 
Roth and Morrison, 

Small Sets ‘Lorna Doone 

‘ either directly or through Hollywood, April 18. 

in leading Edward Small will produce “Lorna 

insurance companies. Doone,” based on the old R. D. 
| Ask our nearest office fora copy § Blackmore novel and last filmed by 
| of “Travel- Accident Insurance,” | First National 11 years ago with 
Madge Bellamy in the name role. 
Charles Bennett, assigned to the 
\ screenplay, shoves off for England 
hf next month to get an eyeful of the 
book's locale and to do a writing 

chore for the British government. 
LEWIS’ NEW U BERTH 
Hollywood, April 18. 
Universal upped Gene Lewis to an 
| PARKER &CO associate producer berth after a year 
on the lot as writer and dialog di- 
rector. 
Kimgstey 1200 First job for Lewis under the new 
| pact will be to develop an original 
story written by himself. 


commando-type hens . . 


“Our Victory Garden is going to be twice as big this year. 
That's Wheaties for you!” 


Leering potato-bugs, superweeds, | on to Victory ... Really potent nourtsh- 
. what can) ment in Wheaties, “Breakfast of Cham- 
daunt the true Wheaties man? Forti-| pions.” Flakes of whole wheat. P. S. 


Period isn’t considered 


Ignoring Church In 
Distributing Health Pic 


Hollywood, April 18. 

Anti-syphillis educational film, “To 
the People of the U. S.”, is being 
distributed to theatres despite pro- 
test of Legion of Decency. 

Film was made at request of the 
U. S. Public Health Service and the 
California State Department of Pub- 
lic Health by Walter Wanger as a 
no-profit venture. U. S. Public 
Health and OWI withdrew the film, 
at the former's request, from na- 
tional distribution, but the State 
Health Department is going through 
with its plan to make the film avail- 
able for theatres. 

N. Y. State is likewise ignoring the 
church tabu. 


MICHIGAN GETS FIRST 
NEW THEATRE IN YEARS 


Detroit, April 18. 

Because of special needs of Willow 
Run, where Ford Motor Co. built its 
huge airplane plant, Michigan will 
get its first new theatre in nearly 
two years. E. C. Beatty, president 
Butterfield circuit, announced plans 
for 1,200-seat house, which will oper- 
ate chiefly as a film theatre with 
stage shows occasionally. As evi- 
dence of government’s recognition of 
theatre needs in such new areas, 
priorities will permit the house to be 
ready for opening within 60 days. 

Plans for new theatre came after 
government report that this area 
sorely needed recreational facilities. 


Rogell Will Carioca 
‘Braal’ for Republic 


Al Rogell, ace Republic director, 
was reinstated by Herbert J. Yates 
as of March 15, when he drew a sus- 
pension for refusing direct 
“Brazil.” 

At that time Rogell refused to 
handle the film because of technical 
changes he wanted made in script. 
Spot rewrites have been substituted, 
according to Rogell’s demands and 
film will be shot with him holding 
reins now. 


Frank’s Indie ‘Goebbels’ 


May Determine Release 
Minneapolis, April 18. 
W. R. Frank, localite, is gambling 
with his first solo screen production, 
“The Private of Paul Joseph Goeb- 
bels,” which, he asserts, amounts to 
approximately $500,000. He has 
made a deal to have two Twin City 


Paramount circuit houses, the Min- 
neapolis Century and the St. Paul 
RKO Orpheum, show film and it’s 
expected that the results will de- 
termine the film’s fate as far as na- 
tional distribution is concerned. 


Prior to making the deal with his 
Minneapolis competitor, John J. 


Frank had been dickering with Uni- 
ted Artists and 20th-Fox to dis- 
tribute the picture, but so far there 
has been no soap. 


20th’s Future Papas 


Hollywood, April 18. 
Male division of the Stork Derby 
at 20th-Fox registered another entry 
last week when Arthur Space, con- 
tract player, blushingly announced 
his expectant fatherhood in October, 


by The Cereal, he gamely gardens , Wheaties are also second-helping good. 


fetching the list of paternal anxieties 
up to six. Hitherto the femme stars 
on the lot had been getting all the} 
publicity. 

Other male players preparing to 
hand out cigars are Dick Haymes, 
Dave Willock, Henry Morgan, Greg- | 
ory Peck and Bill Morgan. 


Blumberg in Cal. Now 

Nate Blumberg, Universal prexy, | 
left for the Coast Friday (14) after} 
being in N. Y. about two months on} 
his usual winter visit. 

Blumberg suffered a flu attack the | 
last week in the east, and was in bed 
most of time, recovering sufficiently | 
to make the train trip. 


HARRIS HIKED 
Hollywood, April 18. 

Paramount upped Lou Harris, for- | 
merly in charge of trailers, to the | 
status of producer on a new series | 
of Technicolor “Musical Parades.” | 

First chore under the new ar- | 
rangement will be “Happy Day,” 
starting next week. 


Friedl, Paramount circuit president, | 


Vie@ Zagrans in Philly 


Femmes continue to figure heavily 
in industry posts here. Latest 
changes find Judy Thomas, manager 
Garden City theatre; Donna Dreyer, 
manager Mercury; Mrs. Milton 
Jacobson, booker for Stone; Mrs. 
Joseph Morin, manager Lakewood; 
Mrs. James Jeffress, manager Rouge 
and Mrs. Laura Schafer, head cashier 
RKO. 

Other new posts are Charles Col- 
lins, manager Madison; Bob Salters, 
manager Regent; Walter Tucker, 
manager Regal; Herman Jordan, 
manager Van Dyke; Edward Loye, 
now office manager RKO; Walter 
Goryl, circuit booker RKO; Jack 
Bernardi, manager Majestic; George 
Laurian, manager Courtesy; Frank 
B. Hall, manager Majestic, in Wyan- 
dotte; Herman Howell, manager 
Delray; and William Voorheis, man- 
ager Nortown, Flint. 


Krumenacker’s Shift 
Albany, N. Y., April 18. 

Paul S. Krumenacker, branch man- 
ager of the Warner-Vitagraph ex- 
change for six years, transferred to 
Pittsburgh. His successor here is Ray 
S. Smith, formerly branch manager 
for the company in Albany (eight 
years ago) and Buffalo. He returned 
to Albany from Boston in 1942 as a 
special sales representative. 

Associates gave Krumenacker ‘a 
farewell dinner. He worked in Pitts- 
burgh once before for Warners. 
Krumenacker requested a transfer to 
be near his two daughters in school 
and because his wife has not been 
in good health here. 

Tom Creavy, one-time national 
open golf champ, now head booker 
Paramount here. 


Philadelphia, April 18. 

Sam Gross, branch manager for 
20th-Fox, appointed chairman of the 
distributors division for the Philly 
War Activities Committee. He suc- 
ceeds Charles Zagrans, RKO branch 
head, ill. 

The long-shuttered Roxy, South 
Philly, reopened under the aegis of 
Harrison interests. House formerly 
under lease to Stanley-Warners. 

Annual spring meeting of Allied 
States board of directors held here 
May 17. Martin G. Smith, new 


prexy, will preside. 
Lou Coluntuano new manager of 


More Femmes in Exchanges Replace 
Draftees; Transfers in Albany 


S-W Stanton. Howard Kummerly 
shifted from Lindley to Lane by 
Warners. 

The Collingswood, Collingswood, 
N. J., closed over weekend for re- 
furbishing. 

Gus Hartman, manager Princess, 
Camden, N. J., shifted to Clementon, 


Bovim Gets Midland, K. C. 
Columbus, O., April 18. 

Russell A. Bovim, 13 years mane 
ager of Loew’s Ohio, named manager 
of the 4,000-seat Loew’s Midland, 
Kansas City, announced Allen Spar- 
row, western division manager. He 
succeeds William Elder, who shifts 
here. Bovim came to Columbus from 
Canton, and previously managed 
Loew's houses in Pittsburgh and 
Harrisburg. Variety Club, of which 
Bovim was second v.-p., staged a 
farewell party for him Saturday (15), 


Pitt. Theatre Changes 
Pittsburgh, April 18. 

Eddie Selette, with WB in Albany 
seven years, the new manager 
Warners’ Strand, Oakland. 

Bill Graner, former Ross-Federal 
Service manager, new Mono salese 
man here, covering Erie territory. 

Frank Dana to Mono as West Vire 
ginia sales rep. 

Jack Withers returned to PRC as 
salesman; had been with RKO. 

Tom Fahrs, once manager State, 
Erie, returning to theatre biz as 
manager Aris, Erie, succeeds Grant 
Harmon, who died recently. 

Miss M. E. Shively managing Mid- 
State Theatres, Clearfield, Pa. with 

Manager William K. Jackson now 
in service. 

Fred Fisher, manager Mid-States’ 
Scie’ atid ind ~ 
Army, with his wife taking over. 

Nat Mutnick new manager War- 
ners’ Ambridge, Pa., theatre; re- 
places Donn Wermuth. 


New Schine Manager in Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y., April 18. 

William K. Selman, former Schines’ 
Northern Ohio district manager, re- 
places Harry Long as Schine city 
manager here; Long goes to Ohio 
spot. 

Fred Frost, former assistant man- 
ager RKO Temple, made manager 
Schines’ Dixie, replacing Ray Sea- 
man, to Army. 


| New York Theatres 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Presents 


“SONG OF 
BERNADETTE” 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 


RIVOLI Bway & 49th St. 


Humphrey Bogart 


_ In Warner Bros. Hit! 


“Passage to Marseille” 


with 
Claude RAINS @ Michele MORGAN 
Phill 


Sydney 
DORN GREENSTRKEET 
Helmut DANTINE Peter LORRE 
George TOBIAS 


HOLLYWOOD 


Opens 10 A.M. - Bway & 5ist St. 


Continuous - 


ERROL FLYNN 
PAUL LUKAS 


in Warner Bros. 


“UNCERTAIN GLORY” 


In Person 


TED LEWIS and Orch. 


AND STAR-STUDDED REVUE 


B’way & 47th St. STRAND 


STARTS TOMORROW 
Anna NEAGLE 
Richard GREENE 


“YELLOW CANARY” 


“BUFFALO 
BILL” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 


Pius A R O x ¥ oe Bem 


Big Stage | 
Show 50th St. 


Thur., Apr. 20 [| IN PERSON 
ON SCREEN Jerry 
M. POWELL 
WAYNE 
“The in M-G-M's 
HEAVENLY BLOCK 
& SULLY 


JAMES CRAIG | 


DOORS OPEN 10 A.M. 
POPULAR PRICES! 


RADIO 
CITY 


MUSIC HALL 


“COVER GIRL” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


VICTORIA THEATRE 


Breadway at 46th 
United 


“Knickerbocker Holiday” 


Starring CHARLES COBURN 


Street 


Artists Presents 


4-6. M's Color Musical 


BROADWAY 
RHYTHM 


Ges. Murphy Simms 


MITZI MAYFAIR 
ARTHUR BLAKE 


FRANKIE CARLE 
AMD ORCH. 
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| legit warbling of “Kiss Me Again” | 

Frankie Carle Orch. 16) _with bellringer and ample | Minneapolis, April 15. | Joey Rardin, pint-sized comic- Picture Grosses 
Betty Bonney, Paul Allen; Ginny applause response. | wie Kaye Orch iA eS re Singer, is well liked with a George M. 

Simms, Mitzi Mayfair, Arthur Blake; | Biz very big. Burm. | Villiams, Arthur W right, Nadney | Cohan medley, imitations of cornet. 

“Broadway Rhythm” (MG), re- . Norman and Sally Stewart, Roberts trombone, guitar and bagpipes, a 


20 HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


| registers throughout and final bit of 


Capitol, NX. 


“Variety,” Jan. 19, 44. 


viewed in 
National. L’ville 
Capitol booked too much show to Louisviile, April 14. 
play with Ginny Simms and Frankie 
Carle’s orch and the result is a lay-|ton & Brady (2), Demar & Denise 
that’s good entertainment from | (2), Wally Ward & Co. (2); “Naban- 
individual (PRA). 


out 


doesn't handle latter 


Jane Withers, Larry Collins, Bar- | 


Orpheum. Mpls. 


| 


| Sisters & White (3), Ben Beri; “Chip | 


|} Off the Old Block” (U). 

| As usual, Sammy Kaye brings 
bang-up entertainment. Always one 
of the most pleasing of stage bands, 
its musie continues highly listenable 


,two Roberts Sisters and Miss White 


Wednesday, April 19, 1914 


with “San Fernando Valley” and | 
“Stardust.” 


respectable version of “Casey Jones” 
and “Donegal.” Three Drakes, male | 
and two femmes, fit this] 
week's bill, their classical terpinge, 
contrasting badly with more swingy 
portions of the show. Brog. 


make difficult tricks look easy. 


CINCINNATI 


‘Continued from page 14) 
on “Jive Junction” (PRC) and “Boxe 


| Rawhide” (PRC) divided with “Two. 


Man Submarine” (Col) and “Arizona 
Trail” «U). 
Grand (RKO) (1,430; 


| «M-G), $7,500 for season’s lament. 


| 
a viewpoint of perform- | ga” 4 
ances, but one that’s slow as a unit} Chicago, Chi Morgan's Creek” (Par) (2d wk) 
OF It's old home week for Jane cions to confining itself | Chicago, April 14. | Socko $9,500 on heels of big $13.000 
When caught (last, show opemné | withers, now a grown-up gal of 18) mostly selodic| Breese and his Music (18) | getaway. Holds 
night) it was still being rebuilt. | till ars | bby SOX conservative, = with Joan Merrill, George Carroll; |* Keith's (United) (1.500: 44-70 
Ginny Simms, who is importantly | Sil SX.) swing. It's the backbone of a sockO/ pe... Bros. (3). Jack Marshall. The | « te 1900; 44-70 
cast in “Rhythm” and who is the|@%@ bubbles with friendliness. Her | show. | Juvelys (2), Chicago Theatre’ Bal- Knickerbocker Holiday (UA), 
recipient of a Metro buildup, bit of vocalizing, opening | Kaye, who is a smooth emcee USES | (16): “Miracle of Morgan's Fairly good $5,000. bast week, 
given top billing On last, she, With an “Oklahoma medley, then | just the right amount of clowning to} Par) “Standing Room Only” (Par) (3d 
worked when caught in a beautiful) the pin up girl who always sets | punctuate the musical proceedings | wk). hefty $5,000. 
gown {identical with one worn in ynpinned., and closer, Shoo Shoo | and utilization of several drops | Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 44-70 )—"Pur- 
the finale of the film and her ap-| Baby.” Her singing is plenty okay, | makes for production, Several of | ple Heart” (20th) wk). Okay 
pearance, choice of tunes (with one but her bow-off, a fast jitterbug rou- his boys demonstrate good voices | $5,500 following strong $9,500 opener, 
exception), and delivery of them with 1a when they augment the regular | bill is good entertain- | Palace (RKO) (2,600; 44-70 
form a very palatable act. Opening | stronger. Patrons, young and old, singers. Peserene pa S 80 ¢ | “Cov er Girl (Col). _ Wham $17.000, 
vith, “Deacon Jones,” she courses | 8ive her a terrific hand. | “Pistol Packin’ Mama” gets the) Ballet opens | Given big ballyhoo via press and ra- 
through “Can't Help Lovin’ That| Larry Collins, handles m.c. chores.| band off to a lively start. Then} itl ine | blurbs on cover girl contest, local 2 
| Man.” “San Fernando Valley,” | also combining whistling with trick Arthur Wright exhibits a neat voice Th Ath bal: |winner for national honors. plus 
“Besame Mucho” and “Eli Eli.” She | trombone playing. Whistles “Donkey | and personality in vocalizing “Oh, | trade tie-ins of window cards and 
too well. To | Serenade,” then trombones a varied| What a Beautiful Morning. hte | eams wor unique anc trucks. Last week, “Song Russia” 


get off, she refers to her radio pro- |medley. Closes by stripping his 
men listeners, | break-away instrument down until 


jare snappy steppers whose precision 


Breese’s augmented outfit offers a} 


Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 44-70)— 


| which the pop “Goodnight Wherever | he’s tooting with only the mouth- | tap routines grab plaudits. aves “Passage Marseille” (WB). Brought 
Are” fits snugly. | piece. | Sally Stewart, of the band, | back after fortnight at Capito}, 
Miss Simms is in | Barton and Brady, two knockabout young and pleasant on the eyes and | Ay | Pleasing $4,500. Last week. “Broad- 
addition re the three trumpets, three | comedians. plenty clever at the) has easy going with “Tess Torch | etheten ‘with “Suddenly It’s Spring” | way Rhythm” (M-G) (2d run), so-so 
trombones, five sax four! acro-drunk stuff, please the kids im- Song and Do land “Night and Day.” $4,000, 
rhythm in Frankie Carle’s band, by | mensely. Demar and py “Ria | Jack Marshall scores easily with | 
six violins, two violas, cello, harp,| working ballroom team, click with ralley” | his hat brim specialty and the Butch HEAVENLY STRONG 
| xylophone and her own pianist and|a_ difficult. pattern of whirls and | selling San McGurk “which has | ’ 
conductor. Since they're not on- | spins. Femme is a lithsome, blonde. 'expanded into a routine that garners 
stage behi singer, | Tally lay dik 4 + 18 000 LEADS PR V 
Wally Ward. comedian, provides the band’s hottest number, a small- plenty of laughs. | 


seating them posed a problem that} plenty of laughs, aided by femme 
isn't too happily disposed of. Sit-| partner, a Russian gal, who sings in 
uation allows Carle’s band. ta use a clear soprano voice. Ward plays 
only three quarters or less of the | the piano, burlesques opera, engages 
stage, toward the right, while the! jn plenty of buffoonery whilst seated 
left is unattractively empty. ‘at the piano and garners guffaws 

Carle’s new orchestra, playing its; with his screwy antics. Patrons 


sized jam session, and gives a num- 
ber of the musicians an opportunity 
Ben Beri's comedy juggling act 
and 
balls 


stirs laughter 
Keeping five 


kind. Beri 
amazement. 


still is one of the very best of its | 


|done at 


Joan Merrill repeats song routine 
the Rio Cabana, Opening 
with “Yodeling Jive,” then an “OkKla- 
homa,” medley and “Besame Mucho” | 
and encoring with her standard | 
“How Did He Look.” Response big. | 

Berry Brothers are boff with; 
high kicks, strutting. | 


Providence, April 18. 
Loew's State’s “Heavenly Body” is 
heading uewceomers this week, while 
“Song of Bernadette,” at Fay's at 
upped prices, is holding up for great 
second week. 
Estimates for This Week 


first theatre date, does a fine mu-| went for his fun in a big way, and } ¢ <3 _ | Sensational 
j sical job, but its leader's lack of | pair bowed off to terrific hand. hie Nancy Norman of the | "Unning splits, knee falls, and acro- 
experience in handling himself and House filled at first show Friday }pand is a dime-sized honey whose | batics. They're a solid hit. ’ Pie roovdlled yo dave strong $11.000 i 
a show is lessening its impact. | (14). Hold. big league warbling of “G.I. Jive.” | Evolution of the Dance” done in | 000, 
However, when Carle sits at his “I'm in Love With a Sailor Boy” and | ’adium treated costumes by the Chi- | Loew) (1.400: 44-55) 
justifies itself. Perhaps the best Earte. her dueting of “It's Love, Love, | ence to the tast step. $4.000. Last week “In 
item ny eigen Wac medjey Philadelphia, April 14. Love” with Williams is one of the lo ir Time’ (WB) (2d run), good 
| Les Brown Orch (17) with Gordon | Show's principal highlights. Tower. K. C. | $4 000 ‘ 
i followed Miss Simms hen | ,Prake, Doris Day, Butch Stone; Carol | Thanks to Kaye's clever wit and Kansas City, April 14. | Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 76-$1.10)— 
caught, closing the show. It might| Bruce, Chris. Cross, the Albins (2); |ed Bo speed his ae you Want to! Fred Roner, Healy & Mack, George | “Bernadette” (20th) (2d wk). Prove 
be wiser to move it up front, be-| "ickerbocker Holiday” (UA.) | Lead a Band” maintains a high en-| yoore, The’ Cushings (2), The|ing sock holdover at $17,500. First 
tr een Mitzi Mi: yfair 4 and band ——— | tertainment value as a show closer. |Rhythmettes (3), Tower Orch with | week, wow $19,500 
: {It’s still a top fun stunt. Mari , ig 55) _ 
vocalist Pac omer This layout is even better than it Biz good opening show Friday. (Mona) and “Weed-End “Harvest Moon” (WB) (2d wk). 
ments Carle uses, all fine, are “Hin-| appears on_ paper. Les Brown's Rees. Pass” € $12,000 after cleaning up 
dustan,” which opens, “Moonlight | troupe of tooters rate a place on the $16 
Whispers, and “Holiday by the reaction the little guy's > with very nice ‘d 3 200: 47 
on Mer be ota Pa aA the ar | Only fault with the opening show Pittsburgh, April 14. warbler, does a sai of “Chloe” | Busse orch, Little Tough Guys, Bar- 
She sings better than she seemed |C@U8ht, was its length (70 mins). | Charlie Spivak Orch (18), Ray nicely to win a loud hand. George bara Blaine, on stage. Good $7.500 
on “Is My Baby Blue Tonight.” Paul | 7™!™™ing wouldn't hurt. Carlton Emmy's dogs, Irene | tapster, doubles as m.c. cred- | in three-day weekender. Last week, 
Allen. a recent addition, matches the | Brown’s aggregation is equally Higher and itably. |“Dr. Syn” (Indie) and Shep Fields 
) band’s stage inexperience, but still | roovey with jump-rhythms (“Bizet g ‘ | Standout of bill is the puppet act | orch, good $5,000 for two days. — 
goes over big with, “I love You,” | Has His Day,” a drum boogie num- _|by The Cushings. Duo click with} State (Loew) (3,200;  44-55)— 
| “I'll Get By.” He sings well and| ber), as it is with schmaltzy stuff! , Charlie Spivak’s band, made up of | their dolls and vocal work. Bit with|“Heavenly Body” (M-G). Strong 
has to beg off. | (“Holiday for Strings”) . fri Saxes, pet —™ a chesty prima donna is surefire. + $18,000. Last week, “Broadway 
Vocalists ss rariety: | maes ro), our rom bones, Healy and Mack work on a hori-| Rhythm” (M-G), ditto. 
Mite! Maytair recently returned | oh variety: | vuitar, piano, bass and drums, is a] zontal her effectively. Balanci Strand (Silverman) (2.000; 44-55) 
from an overseas USO tour and im-| Butch Stone nets beaucoup laughs | ‘line ‘wisoly atylized. On; 
parts the information with a sour} With “Slender, Tender, Tall,” “Good le 1 Bee or wae tee beat’ then ‘tun = chair atop the bar is socko. Payees|—“Lady in Dark’ (Par) (2c ® “ 6 
vocal of “You Can't Say No to the| Man” and jitterbug routine with an fag Peemet heise i age pesca | went for their routine. On next are | Nice $10,000. Caught swell $15,00 | 
USO.” She can't sing and shouldn't. | unbilled stooge; Doris Day. blonde | Guia himself plays eloquent trum- three moppets, The Rhythmettes, | first week. 
Her dancing is fine. | looker, scores with a mellow war- Night” winners. They x 
-. | bling of “ Nothi 4 sar | é ul any | harmonize “Surrey Wi ‘inge”’ 
Arthur Blake's booking was a mis- | ou Hear ‘playing maestri who hold them- CLEVELAND 
take. Dean Murphy. rated one of the | ‘rom, Me, ‘San Fernando Valley” | ceives to a minimum. tapping (Continued from page 16) 
almost his entire repertoire a few | Blake goes over big with “Music | ome,” gets the show off to a slick | | 
: xe Gets j Tour | with a fast terp r is su- |G) (3d wk), $5,200. 
minutes from the finale. Since the | and “Smoke Gets in Your /tempo and then Ray English, acro-| Palace (RKO) (3.700; 50-95)—‘‘Ac- 
Se teature, batic comic who has appeared! across ‘tion Arabia” (RKO) with Martha 
audience hasn't time to_ forget % Carol Bruce, tempting as ever. sells locally before only in niteries, rings Fred Roner. billed as “The Shits fave. others, on stage. Latter spark- 
Murphy completely before Blake is} her songs in master fashion. “Shoo the bell. Good-looking, talented | national Pickpocket,” works with | ing this to trim $26,500. Last week, 
on with many of the same person- | Shoo Baby, Besame Mucho” and | youngster has plenty on the ball and |four assistants called up from the | “Spider Woman” (U) plus George 
ality apings studded with bright} an Irving Berlin medley earn the would be an even better bet with | audience. Act is a e to Pe EIEN € | White's “Scandals” on stage, fine 
chatter. He's good, particularly his| gal an encore of “St. Louis Blues.” little more attentign to his ma-|hecause hic | $99,000 
exaggerated copyvings of pecuiari-| She had to beg off rig | because his supposed light-handed- | 
ties of ‘emen j Chri hatte | terial. ness is too apparent State (Loew’s) (3.450: 44-65)— 
les of movement of his subjects. His Chris Cross almost halts things} Spivak has a couple of crack | Nice biz opening day Earl | “Lady in Dark” (Par) (2d wk). Goe | 
takeoff on Bette Davis is a gem. He| with extremely clever ventriloquist- singers in Irene Daye and Jimmy| ~ - soll mene ling smartly at $16,500, after big $24,- 
does dames better than males. puppet act, which is novel and of ex-|Saunders. Miss Daye socks across 2 500 ‘est week oe ; 
Biz hig. Wood. j|tremely high entertainment calibre.;|“Once Too Often,” from “Pin-Up Adams, Newark | Stillman (Loew’s) (2.700: 44-65)— 
The Albins comic ballroom routine !Girl.” “Ill Get By” and “Tess’ Newark, April 14. “Knickerbocker Holiday” (UA). 
Hipp. Balto 1S also good for plenty of chuckles, Torch Song” while Saunders lands | Glen Gray Orch (16) with | sow $5.500. Last week, “3 Russian 
Plenty of standees when caught. right side up with “Time Alone Will | Eugenie Baird and Bob Anthony; Girls” (M-G) fair $5,000. 


follows. Trio of males plus Connie} Ruth Nichols. a looker, registers | 
Howell utilize an instrumentation of/ nicely with a medley of old song: Orpheum has aé strictly rhythm | It's a pleasant bill. 
vibra harp, bull fiddle, electric sung first sweet and then hot. Larry | show this week. the King Cole Trio] 
fultal and squeezebox to swing out/ Ross, okay emcee, gives a vocal im-|and Freddie Slack’s band fighting it RKO. Boston K ll G Gi | A ' 
of of “Flight of the Bumble! out. Cole Trio of piano, guitar and Boston, April 15 y ets Ir gain 
and pop selections, registering we ee’ for plenty of kudos and re-!|bass ar groovy ; jus vhe l Daw J 
when caught. Femme takes hold of! peats ‘ith takeoff lefens ane Just what Robinson, Dolly Dawn, Wal- Hollywood, April 18 
be Bin ssa ‘ s hold peats with takeo of a defense;Orpheum patrons like. Negro | lace Puppets, Senor Carlos Co.. Pat Columbia handed Burt Kelly the 
phoning to good effect and worker on early a.m. street car.) threesome have hard time getting | Henning; Larry Flint House Orch 
nows her way around, Actually Louise Shannon does some nifty tap- |off after “Do Nothing Till You Hear} (14); “Gung Ho” (U) | production task on _aaween vs 
for the intimacies of | ping in a couple of well-routined se-| From Me.” “Dreaming of You,” |Girls,” comic mystery with 
combo appeal, | quences, | "Straighten Up and Fly Rite,” “That| This is second vaude show in re- femme slant. 
er big. — and Joan Walton furnish! Aint Right’ and “Honeysuckle | cent weeks sans name band Jand.| New picture will utilize practically 
Pi Fo te y ces Up | o le }laughs with dancing and pantomine, | Rose,” with Slack’s crew. | like the last, is acey stuff. Audience | the whole cast of the recent feature, f 
airi: é vrapped around highlighted by a take-off ona Bonnie| Slack opens show with nifty ar-/likes th shange. “Ni ir}s.” 
wih of y ar-| e change. Show, nicely | “Nine Girls. 
S. &é “Picto] | and scores with | aker Oh, Johnny recording. | rangement of “Furlough Fling,” then | paced, pleases from the tee-off 
FF a vocal of istol Packin’ Mamma” Everette Sanderson, aided by Nanon, |gives with a couple of specialties, in-| Bill Robinson wi ] - il}, | i izi har 
as rendered by film and radio per-|is okay with a trick of playing two cluding “Kitten the Keys.” | which guins as it Vet | 
comedy hypo to/clarinets at the same time. Billy Maestro could spot more of his key- | vigorous and personable as 


Baltimore, April 16. Shal. 
Stubby Kaye, Lynn & Larry, 


Wally Boag, Frank Victor Quartet 


Keith's. Indpts. 


Tell,’ and “Where or When.” 
In between, Spivak goes to town 
on a silky arrangement of “Besame 


Marcy McGuire; “Calaboose” 


lacking 


(UA). 


Although emphasis on) 


Par Shooting Hiatus 


with Connie Howell, Arren Indianapolis, April 15, |Mucho” and sends the house tem- |SWing to the extent customary at the | " +} 
Broderick, Felice Iula and House Ed Ford & Whitey, Barats San-| perature sky high at the curtain} Adams, Glen Gray's crew scores | As Cutting Rooms I ill 
Orch (12); “Up In Arms” (RKO). ‘derson & Nanon. Jules & Jeanne|;With “One O'Clock Jump.” Only | with the customers. Particularly Hollywood, April 18. 
Seligebinas 'Walton, Billy King, Ruth Nicols, | Other turn on the bill is Carlton | well received by the audience was a Filming on the Paramount let is 
Rather brief, inauspicious stage | Louise Shannon, Larry Ross, Ed Emmy, standard dog act, as cute and} Vincent Youmans medley. at a complete standstill this wee k, 


layout is paced by Stubby Kaye in| Resener House Orch; “Chance of 
emcee role in addition to a single | Lifetime” (Col). 

spot of his own at end of bill. Show | 

opens with routine unicycle turn by} Keith's celebrates its second anni- 
Larry & Lynn, mixed duo working | versary of operation under present 


iclever a kennel as there is any- 
|; where. Clean sock for Emmy, and 
| the whole show to boot. Cohen. 


Orpheum, L. A. 


|thony is still on the nervous side but | C@™€FaS. 


Gray has two 
whom are from 


both of | 
Bob An-| 


vocalists, 
home. 


it doesn't affect his ability. Eugenie 


| Baird has class as well as voice. 


one picture before the 
The Pine-Thomas produc- 
work 


without 


tion, “Dark Mountain,” is in 
but not at the home studio. Ll 
Siesta is the result of overcrowc- 


vari-sized bikes for okay response. ! vaude policy with a trump hand Sharing the spotlight with Gray is | My 
Wally Boag, in the deuce, utilizes! that has both length and strength. _ Los Angeles, April 14. Marey McGuire, from Frank Sina-| ing in the cutting rooms, with 12 
j some balloons for comic impressions |Ed Ford and Whitey. a canine that | Freddie Slack’s Orch (25), with |tva’s “Higher and Higher” film. A pictures in various stages of editing. 
wrapped around fairish talk and| plays drunk on order, makes the|/’ogene Lynn; King Cole Trio, bit too much on the cute side, the Production resumes April 24, th 
closes with some tricky hoofery.|best mark. Ford also exhibits a|/3 Drakes, Joey Rardin, Brian Sis- | kid's got talent that gets across. “Murder He cau? ink “Two Years 


Frank Victor instrumental quartet! smart pup called Dolly. 


the setup which holds most effec- | Kin ‘ sli juggling routi 

the closing niche. Opening legiti- | twirling hoops and Indian clubs all 
mately as a standard femme singer |at once. He gets a good hand. Ed 
backed by a piano accompanist, turn | Resener and the band, spotted on 


ters (3); “What a Man” (Mono). 


| board boogie-woogie. 
| 


Vocalist Imogene Lynn is okay for | 


|sight and sound on “Couldn't Sleep 
,2 Wink,” “Silver Wings in the Moon- 
|light” and “It’s Love, Love, Love,” 


peppy personality serves her in good 


| stead. 


| 


ever, | 
wows in soft shoe, taps and audience | 
asides, and he’s forced to beg off. | 

Larry Flint and an augmented pit | 
band are on stage and snow opens | 
with the Wallace Puppets, novel act | 


Before the Mast” starting at 1ne 


Pat Henning, always okay with 
these customers, follows with com- 


}edy monolog of a pretty salty nature 


and tosses in some imitations of 
filmstars to click. Dolly Dawn, 0/9 
this time, warbles “Besame Mucho. 


ond the Stage, take care of the music in| Begs off encores, although well- which catches on for a warm wel-/an “Oklahoma” medley, “Strip 
Vocal earned. Three Brian Sisters are a|come. Next is Senor Carlos & Co., Polka” and others to draw plenty 

: s . é travesty thereafter iz good opening day. Corb. ‘cute bobby sock trio that pleases | dancing and comedy turn in pseudo- , kudos Elie 

& ‘ . 
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RADIO 21 


AIR COPS FOR BANKROLLE 


Boots Boots ‘Horizons 


Boots Aircraft Nut Co., 


which has been televising “Wide Horizons” 
weekly since Feb. 27 on DuMont-W2XWY, 


N. Y., limited its own 


horizons Sunday (16) by yanking the Eddie Dowling emceed video 


show off the air. It was 
spons sored weekly feature. 
“Horizons, 


“revivified tele’s” 


first casualty affecting a 


which also is broadcast over the Mutual net Sunday 


afternoons, had a gala dual preem in February when Cecil & Pres- 


brey. agency producing the show, 


advertising’s “wide horizon” 


ballyed it as the first topflighter to 
combine tele with straight broadcasting. 
with Boots 


Inference was that tele was 
going along. 


Dowling show is scripted around future prospects for America and 
its citizens in aviatton, science and other progressive pursuits includ- 


ing, it was presumed, television. 
Agency reason 


given for dropping the DuMont stanzas was that 


client felt Mutual shows were filling the bill and that too much work 
was entailed in prepping both shows for presentation within four hours. 


Producer Thomas G. 


Sabin henceforth will concentrate all activi- 


ties on the afternoon airer, although Cecil & Presbrey will continue 


occupying the 8:15 p.m. 
video dramatic series. 


DuMont Sunday 


slot for an experimental 


Blue Net’s ‘Non-Hangover Daytime 


Policy Begins to Pay Dividends 


Pioneer spirit as exemplified in the¢ 
‘Break- | 


spotting of ‘ 
“Breaktast Club” | 
progr 


Blue Network's 
fast at Sardi’s,” 
and other “non-hangover’ 


into the daytime formula is finally | 


emerging as a full-fledged trend to- 


ward half-hour radio shows in day- | 


Conceded an almost | 


able struggle in attempts to break 
into the daytime serial picture, the 
Blue’s determination to steer clear 
of “hangovers” is gradually bearing 
fruit in terms of sponsored half-hour 
shows with complete dramatic epi- 
sodes daily. 

Network’s policy was given a 
boost this week with the bowing in 
of “My True Story” as a commercial 


show for Libby, McNeill & Libby on | 


Monday (17). It’s ostensibly a half- 
hour dramatic show, based on “True 
Storv’ mag features, but actually 
airs for 25 minutes because of a five- 
minute news slot. 


The half-hour non-serial daytime | 


picture, further exemplified in CBS’ 
“Broadway Matinee” variety pro- 
gram for Owens-Illinois gets its big- 
gest hypo soon, with 
Gamble pacted to take over the 
half hour, 
Blue for a dramatic stanza of the 
“non-hangover” formula, with ne- 
gotiations also under way for P& G 
to add the 12:30-1 p. m. slot at a 
later date for a similar program. 

P & G's 12-12:30 program bows in 
during July. Sponsor may take 
over the net’s “Ladies Be Seated’ 


.show currently heard sustaining. 


Client is also undecided on which 
product it will plug. 


Danny O Neil To 
Benny Show If- 


Chicago, April 18. 

Question as to Danny O'Neil’s 
contractual status with WBBM- 
CBS, if and wren given the nod by 
Jack Benny to replace singer Dennis 
Day, was clarified last week by Les 
Atlass, CBS local head. Benny can 
have O'Neil, if he wants him, but 
with reservations. 

When asked point blank if he 
would release O'Neil, from his two- 
year contract in favor of Benny. 
Atlass said, “Absolutely no, but I 
Would not stand in the way of such 
an Opportunity for the boy. If Benny 
wants him we'll 
Show but the contract will still be 
in effect with us and CBS will re- 
serve the right to use him on any 
CBS show emanating from the Coast 
aS we see fit.” 

While Benny was pleased with 
O'Neil’s audition it seems ex- 
tremely unlikely that he would be 
interested under those conditions as 
he usually likes to have his cast of 
regulars under exclusive contract. 


McClure Sunday Spot 
Fort Worth, April 18. 
Ken McClure, back from England. 
is being heard over KGKO under 
Sponsorship of Bowen Motor Coaches 
€ach Sunday. Program is aired over 
Lone Star Chain. 


Procter &} 


noon-12:30 spot, on the | 


'show for GI 


| went a step further, 


overseas 


let O’Neil work the | 


Proud of ‘Blue’ 


Blue web theme currently, 
and firstly, used on _ Philco- 
“Variety” Radio Hell of Fame 
show by announcer Glenn Riggs 
‘to be by ait 
stations of network. 

Directive, by order of Edward 
J. Noble, going out this week, 
to read thusly: “(Stress) This 
(pause) is the (stress) Blue 
(pause) Network.” Order fur- 
ther adds—“to be said with a 
sense of pride.” 


sing to Stay 
CBS Restores 


Sat. Turfcasts 


CBS program department had a 
change of heart last week, and in a 
two-way switch cancelled Ted Hus- 
ing off the skedded “Visiting Hours” 


nounced it would resume Saturday 
afternoon turfeasting on April 29, 
with Husing and Jim Dolan back at 
their old stands. 


Switch in plans ends discord be-| 
orogram and sports de- | 
the service will give factual info 
proving or disproving station affida- | 


tween CBS 


| partments, latter having burned over 
decision to drop the Saturday sports | 


session, with Husing reportedly plan- 
ning to go freelance when his pres- 
ent contract with the network ex- 


'pires in August. Because of the 
switch. however, Husing reportedly 


vill stay on. In extending the olive 
palm. CBS program department even 
because of the demand for sports 
among the men in uniform and in 
keeping with the results of the re- 
cent CBS survey among affiliate sta- 


tions. putting the sports roster sec- 


| ond on the list. it would even give a 
| more comprehensive sports coverage 


this spring and summer. In addition 
to turfcasts. bowing in from the Ja- 


| maica track at 4:15 posttime, the net 


will broadcast outdoor track meets, 
which will be shortwaved to 
Horse racing sé 
also be shortwaved. 

New emcee for the 
Hours” show, 
April 29, in the 3:30-4 o'clock slot, ha 
not been set yet. Winding up of the 


Philadelphia Orchestra series on that | 


date clears the air for the racing. 


Gimbels, WIP Owners, 
Gives Biz to Rival KYW 


Philadelphia, April 18. 
Gimbel Brothers’ store, which op- 
erates WIP, last week signed a con- 
tract for a series of daily spots over 


a rival station—KYW. 

This is the first time that Gimbels 
has ever bought time on any station 
but the ene the stere operates. WIP 
is the Mutual outlet here; KYW is 
NEC’s. 


+ 


UNDER 


By SAM X. HURST 
St. Louis, April 18. 


Crippled war vets and_ shut-ins | 


will be enlisted on behalf of radio 
bankrollers throughout the U. S. 
starting May 1 under a plan devel- 
oped by Rev. Bernard W. Dempsey, 
Regent. Sc hool of Commerce 
nance at St. Louis University. Un- 


der the tag of Universal Air Audit. | 
a research activity of the Dept. of | 
it will} 


Marketing of the University, 
enable commercial time buyers to 
accurately check for garbled and in- 


sincere announcements, wrong tran- | 


scriptions and any other inaccuracies 


liable to develop in any radio sta- | 


tion. 


These are factors that most ad- 


vertisers seldom learn of in the affi- | 
There are | 
11 common discrepancies that this | 


davit system of billing. 


service will snot and will insure per- 


fect performance for the bankroller. 
in his investigations | 


Father Dempsey 
found that in some cases shows or 
spots were omitted, portion of com- 
mercial was omitted, shows starting 
late or ending early or both, com- 
petitive products advertised side by 
side, momentary transmitter failure 
causing breaks ia commercial, wrong 
sequence on p.eceding or following 
program. two or three announce- 
ments running on the same 
spot, transcriptions ineffectively han- 
dled, low or high level not accu- 
rately controlled.’ Bankrollers have 
had no practical protection from 
these errors, and although several 
services have made a stab at a 
cure, all have fallen by the wayside. 

The business aspects of this serv- 
ice will be handled by J. L. Schilling 
Co., New York. 

Aside from the commercial aspects 
of the operation, St. Louis Univer- 
sity will use the general data gath- 
ered by this organization as scholas- 


tic material in the School of Com- 


merce and Finance. 


wounded, and an-| 


asserting that, | 


the GIs! 


‘ssions ers that the Government 


“Visiting | 
which aiso bows im} 


The “cops” are being rounded up 
through State Rehdbilitation Bu- 
reaus, the Veterans Administration. 
U. S. Employment Service, Rotary 
| Clubs, Kiwanis, American Red Cross 
and other civic organizations and 


will:be paid on a piecework basis, | 


after being trained and assigned to 
listen to a particular program when- 
ever aired. Father Dempsey be- 


lieves that because of the knowledge | 


that the show is being checked radio 


spielers will be on their toes and if | 


errors are inadvertently made they 
will be immediately corrected. Also 


vit before payoff. 
Connor’s New Post 
Chicago, April 18. 

Richard F. Connor, former Direc- 
tor of Public Relations for the 
Mutual Broadcasting System, has 
joined the Associated Broadcasting 
Corp. as vice-president. 


TINY 


and Fi- | 


| Show. 


/ WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, INC. 


CBS Building 


| technician's  asst.; 


| logging. 


$13,000,000 


EVELYN KNIGHT 


Greetings All and Hi-De-Ho—' 
Evelyn Knight's on the Falstaff 


That's the Falstaff Beer program, 
every Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day, Blue Network. Other radio ap- 
include Million Dollar 
Band. Broudway Matinee and Philco 
Radio Hall of Fame. Also featured 
currently at New York's Blue Angel 
and recording for Records. 

Management: 


pearances 


Up Video Staff 


Influx of 
talent at WCBW, 
television studios in the | 


technical Colum- 


bia's 


Grand Central building, saw 12 per- | 


Staff is be- 
ing whipped into shape for CBS's 


ons added this week, 


first wartime live video show, a two 
| 
hour session the night of May 5. 
Joining the net’s tele department 
were Frances Buss, asst. director and 
researcher; Elwell Cobb, technician | 
and floor manager; Paul Belanger, 
writer and asst. floor manager; 
Harold Doane, technician and asst. | 
supervisor of newsreel films: Howard | 
Hayes, technician; Robert White, | 
Amy Chandler, | 

assistant; Leo Hurwitz, | 
Edward Leftwich, | 
technician's asst.; Freeland Fowler, 
. | 
Frances Harrison, production asst. | 
and researcher, and Mary Riley, pro- 


casting 


writer-director; 


Phil Cohen Rebuts ‘No Courage 


|} week hiatus 
writing, directing and | 


the kid 
| Crosby is 1-A, and has been angling 


| although the talent has 


Blasts By Ex-OWI Air Staffers 


Charges brought by ex-OWI st 


extreme conservatism and lack of 


courage prevented them from proj- 
| ecting the real nature of the war 
into thei raa hateri al last W eek 
brought forth a Presa se from Philip 
H. Cohen, chief of the Domestic 


Radio Bureau of OWI. In answer to 
the OWI critics, Cohen pointed to 
“the question raised as to whether 
or not the Government should di- 
rectly 


whether the Government's job is to 


put into the hands of the radio in-| 


dustry the basic information helpful 


in winning the war and allowing the | 
established radio programs to work) 


this material into the format of their 
own programs.” 

“The Domestic Radio Bureau has 
followed the latter course and the 


result statistically is that before the! 
Radio Bureau was established, the. 


produce radio programs or) 


government was making through it 

own programs four to five million 
impressions per week, whereas dur- 
ing the past week through using the| 
established radio structure it made 
hundred million 
directly re- 


more than seven 
mpressions on subjects 
lated to the war.” 

In answer to those who asserted 
that OWI is doing an extremely ef-| 


fective job in hammering home war| 


messages 
broader 
ing, why 
we're fighting for,” Cohen contends | 
that the job of the OWI Radio Bu- | 
reau is to present war information| 
consistment with the policy laid} 
down by Congress‘and the Adminis- | 
tration. “The most intelligent way| 
to do that job.” he continued, “is to} 
present the information of the Gov-| 
ernment to the writers, producers | 
and executives of the radio industry | 
and ask them to follow through.” | 


but is steering clear of the 
issues of “who we're fight- 


{ loanout 


we're fighting and what | 


‘Women in White Back in Gen. Mills 
Deal; Exit Kitty Foyle 


+ 


4 


Chicago, April 18. 

Probably the largest package deal 
in the history of daytime radio was 
closed here last week when General 
Mills signed a new $13,500,000 five- 
year agreement with Carl Webster 
and Irna Phillips and NBC. Deal 
calls for the return to the air of 
“Women in White” (June 5) which 
has been off the air since 1942 as 
well as a new five-year contract on 
the two shows currently aifed for 
General Mills, “Guiding Light” and 
“Today's Children.” 

New contract on all three shows 
goes into effect June 5th. “Light” 
will be aired 2-2:15 p.m.; “Children” 
2:15-2:30 and ‘‘Women jn’ White” 
2:30-2:45 (all N. Y. time). “Light of 
the World,” formerly ‘in the 2:30 slot, 
moves over to CBS replacing “Kitty 
Foyle” which goes off the air. 

Sam Gale, v.p. of General Mills fn 
charge of advertising, and Ed Smith, 
radio director, handled the deal with 
H. K. Painter, account exee at Knox- 
Reeves. Joe Ainly will produce 
“Women in White” for which audi- 
tions will start next week. 


Vimms Malling 
Summer Sinatra 


For Fall Buildup 


With Eddie Cantor going off the 
air for the summer, Vimms, spon- 
sors of the opposition show on CBS, 
which stars Frank Sinatra, are mull- 
ing the idea of keeping The Voice on 
| the air through the hot months in 
order to build up the program for 
the fall season. 

Sinatra is entitled to an eight- 
allowance, but indica- 
tions now are that he'll stay right 
through with the show, which re- 
turns to the Coast from N. Y. on 
| May 10. 


The Kraft Music Hall Thursday 


{night program will also stay on for 
| the summer, 


although its star. Bing 
Crosby, will go off for a few weeks 


-| after completing his new film. 


Pattern of the summertime sched- 
ule took on a more definite shape 
ast week. with announcement that 


ithe Old Gold-Bob Crosby show will 


stay on as is, unless there’s a change 


brother’s draft status. 


for a marine commission. The Chase 
& Sanborn Edgar Bergen Sunday 
night show goes off after the May 28 
broadcast, and will be replaced by 
a musical program. -Replacement 
show starts June 11, for 12 weeks, 
not yet been 
set. 

Lux Radio Theatre, as in past 
years, goes off July 10, returning to 
the air Sept. 11. Time reverts to 
CBS for sustainer. 

Sinatra’s 5G Per Guest Shot 

Frank Sintara is asking, and get- 
ting $5,000 per radio guest shot. He 
has done two so far at that price, 
| the Lux program weeks ago and the 
pny Bandwagon shot past Sunday 

7 Latter program cost the spon- 
$7,000 for talent alone, 
since, in addition to Sinatra’s 5G’s, 
Axel Stordahl, his conductor, drew 
$1,000 and Fitch paid the band. He’s 
et for Major Bowes next week. 


When singer returns to Coast next 
month, he begins work for Metro 
on “Anchors Aweigh.” He is on a 


arrangement between the 


two studios 


And Still It Climbs 


Mutual’s gross billings for March 
reached a new monthly high of $1,- 
807.031, an increase of 91.9% over 
the $941.523 rung up in the corre- 
sponding period last year. Gross 
billings for the first 1944 quarter 
reached a new high, too, with $5,- 
173,169, an increase of 87.4% over 
the 1943 figures, $2,759,722. 

Best previous quarter was final 
1943 period when total was $4,- 


491,131. 
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| Network Commercial Data, Estimated Program Costs: 1944. 


(Night-time and Day-time Overall Costs Include Production Expenses, Actors, Musicians, Writers, Royalties, Freelance 
Directors, Transportation, Prizes, Etc., But Not Radio Time) 

PRODUCER 


CcOsT ACCOUNT AGENCY NETWORK AIRTIME WRITER 


PROGRAM 


“4 Date With Judy” €3.500 Tums Roche, Wms. & Cunnyngham NBC Tues., 8:30-9 p.m. Helen Mack Aleen Leslie 
Abbott & Cestelle 11,000 Camel Wm. Esty NBC Th., 10-10:30 p.m. Martin Gosch # (See below) 
“Abe Lincoln's Stery” 2,500 t. Small Bus. Men's Assn. Schwimmer & Scott Mutual Sun., 4:30-5 p.m, Alan Fishburn Carl Haverlin 
) “Abie'’s Irish Rese” 6.500 Procter & Gamble H. W. Kastor NBC Sat., 8-8:30 p.m. Sod x 
“Aldrich Family” 6.500 General Foods Young & Rubicam NBC Th., 8:30-9 p.m. Ed Duerr # 
| “All Time Hit Parade” 10.000 Lucky Strike Foote, Cone & Belding NBC Fri., 8:30-9 p.m. Lee Strahorn 
Fred Allen 14,000 Texaco Buchanan CBS Sun., 9:30-10 p.m. Walter Batchelor 
“Amanda Heneymoon Hill” 1.500 Phillips Chem. Dancer, Fitzgerald CBS M-F, 11-11:15 a.m. Sieve Gross Jane Pierce 
“America in the Air” 2.200 Wrigley J. Waiter Thompson CBS Sun., 6:30-3 p.m. Les Weinrott Les Weinrott 
“Amercan Album” 3.100 Bayet Dancer, Fitzgerald NBC Sun., 9:30-10 p.m. Frank Hummert 
“American Melody Hour” 2.600 Bayel Dancer, Fitzgerald CBS Tu., 7:30-8 p.m. Frank Hummert 
i “American Women” 1.900 Wrigley Arthur Meyerhoff CBS M-F, 5:45-6 p.m. Bobby Brown D. F. Hursley 
{ ¢ “Amos ‘'n’ Andy” 9.000 Lever Bros. Ruthrauf? & Ryan NBC Fri., 10-16:30 p.m. Murray Bolen Ba 
“Jack Armstrong” 1,700 General Mills Knox-Reeves Blue M-F, 5:30-5:45 p.m. James Jewell Irving J. Crump 
i “Armstrong Theatre” 2,500 Armstrong Cork B. B. D. & O. CBS Sat., 12 n-12:30 p.m. Kenneth Webb 
“Aunt Jenny” 2.000 Lever Bros. Ruthraufi & Ryan CBS M-F, 11:45-12 n. Mrs. Pat Bowman x 
“Bachelor's Children” 2.500 Vonder Bread Ted Bates CBS M-F, 10:45-11 p.m. Russ Young Bess Flynn 
“Backstage Wife” 1,600 Phillips Chem. Dancer, Fitzgerald NBC Mon., Tu., 4-4:15 p.m. Lou Jacobson Albert Bannister 
Lionel Barrymore 5.500 Lever Bros. Ruthrauff & Rvan CBS Wed., 9:30-10 p.m. Don Clark = 
“Beat the Band"-Hildegarde 5,500 Raleigh Russel M. Seeds NBC Wed., 8:30-9 p.m. Jack Simpson Myron Golden 
Jack Benny 22,500 General Foods Young & Rubicam NBC Sun., 7-7:30 p.m. # # 
Jack Berch 1.500 Kellogg Kenyon & Eckharat Mutual M-F, 1:15-1:30 p.m. John Hines Ken Lynes 
Edgar Bergen 12,000 Standard Brands J. Walter Thompson NBC Sun., 8-8:30 p.m. Antony Stanford # 
“Big Sister” 2.000 Lever Bros. Ruthraulff & Ryan CBS M-F, 12:15-12:30 p.m. Thomas Vietor Julian Funt 
“Big Town” 2.500 Tronizead Yeast Pedlar, Rvan & Lusk CBS Tues., 8-8:30 p.m. Jerry McGill Jerry McGill 
“Blind Date” 3,000 Lehn & Fink Wm. Esty Blue Mon., 8:30-9 p.m. Helen Phillips Ken Routh 
“Blondie” 5,000 Camel Wm. Esty CBS Mon., 7:30-8 p.m. Don Bernard Johnny Green 
“Blue Jacket Choir” 1.000 Minneapolis-Horeywell Addison Lewis CBS Sun., 11-11:30 a.m. Al Morey Mike Connor 
i Boston Symphony 12.000 Allis-Chalmers Compton Blue Sat.. 8:30-9:30 p.m. Addison Amor Ira Marion 
Major Bowes 8.500 Chrysler Ruthrauff & Ryan CBS Th., 9-9:30 p.m. Major Bowes 
j “Brave Tomorrow” 2.200 Procter & Gamble Compton NBC M-F, 11:30-11:45 a.m. Shirling Oliver Ruth Knight 
“Breakfast at, Sardi's” 5,500 { Procter & Gamble Compton Blue M-F., 11-11:15 a.m. Tom Bannerman . 
j Kellogg Kenyon & Eckhardt 11:15-11:30 a.m. . 
i “Breakfast Club” 5,450 \ Swift J. Walter Thompson Blue M-Sat.. 9:30-9:45 a.m. Lou Green Don MeNeil 
/ | Kellogg Kenyon & Eckhardt M-F., 9:45-10 a.m. 
| “Bright Horizon” i 2.000 Levei Bros. Young & Rubicam CBS M-F., 11:30-11:45 a.m. Ralph Butler Ted Maxwell 
“Broadway Matinee . 5,000 Owen-Ill nois Glass J. Walter Thompson CBS M-F, 4-4:80 p.m. C. Maurice Holland Ed Ettinger 
a eee 6,500 Ballantine J. Walter Thompson CBS ~~ Mon., 10:30-11 p.m. Ed Rice Ted Hedeger 
Burns & Allen 8.500 Lever Bros. Young & Rubicam CBS Tu., 9-9:30 p.m. Ned Toliinger Ted Maxwell 
Bob Burns 9.000 Lever Bros. Ruthrauff & Ryan, NBC Th., 7:30-8 p.m. Sam Pierce 3 
Judy Canova 4.500 Colgate Sherman-Marquette CBS Tu., 8:30-9 p.m. Carleton Alsop Paul Conlan 
“Can You Tep This?” 3.500 Colgate-Palmolive Ted Bates NBC Sat., 9:30-10 p.m. Jay Clark 
Eddie Cantor 12,500 Bristol-Myers Young & Rubicam NBC Wed., 9-9:30 p.m. ; + . 
“Capt. Midnight” 1,900 Ovaltine Hill-Blackett Blue Mon.-Fri., 5:45-6 p.m. Allan Wallas Robert Burrt 
“Carnation Hour” 5.000 Carnation Erwin, Wasey NBC Mon., 10-10:30 p.m. Harry Gilman . 
Jack Carson 7.500 Campbell Soup Foote, Cone & Belding CBS Wed., 9:30-10 p.m. Martin Gosch Henry Taylor 
“Cavaleade of America” 7.000 Du Pont B.B.D.&0. NBC Mon., 8-8:30 p.m. Homer Fickett 
“Chamber Musie Society” 3.750 Jergens Lennen & Mitchell Blue Sun., 9:15-9:45 p.m. S. J. Andrews Jay Sommers 
j “Cities Service Concert” 4.000 Cities Service Foote. Cone & Belding NBC Fri., 8-8:30 p.m. + 
“Corliss Archer” 4.000 Anchor-Hocking Glass Wm. H. Weintraub CBS Sat., 5-5:30 p.m. . Thomas MacAvity F. Hugh Herbert 
“Correction Please” 2.000 Lewis-Howe Roche, Wms. & Cunnyngham CBS Sat., 10:15-10:45 p.m. Harold Kemp _ George Layton 
“Cresta Blanea Carnival” 6.000 Schenley Import Wm. H. Weintraub CBS Wed.,: 10:30-11 p.m. Theo Gannon Charles Sncer 
“Crime Doctor” 3,500 Philip Morris Biow CBS Sun., 8:30-8:55 p.m. Max Marcin Max Marcin 
| Bob ( rosby 6.000 Old Gold J. Walter Thompson NBC Sun., 10:30-11 p.m. Robert Brewster Carroll Carroll 
| Xavier ¢ ugat 4.000 Dubonnet Wm. H. Weintraub Mutual Wed., 8:30-9 p.m. Ted Hediger Fd Brinbrever 
| “Stella Dallas 1.600 Phillips Chem. Dancer-Fitzgerald NBC M-F, 4:15-4:30 p.m. Richard Leonard Helen Walpole 
Joan Davis-Jack Haley 16,000 Sealtest McKee & Albright NBC Thurs., 9:30-10 p.m. + +t a 
“Death Valley Days 2.200 3 rax McCai n-F) ickson CBS Th., 8:30-8:55 p.m. Dorothy McCann Ruth Woodman 
Dr. Christian 4.000 Vaseline MeCann-Erickson CBS Wed., 8:30-8:55 p.m. = 
Q.” 4,000 Vicks Chem, sGrant NBC Mon., 9:30-10 p.m, Jimmy McClain Evelyn Elam 
Double or Nothing 3,000 Pha ico Ruthrauff & Ryan Mutual Fri., 9:30-10 p.m. John Wellington Jo} n Reed King 
Morton Downey 3,900 Coca-Cola D'Arcy Blue M-F, 3-3:15 p.m George Lothar George Lothar _ 
“Duffy's Tavern” 5.500 srisiol-Mvyers Young & Rubicam Blue Tihs '8:30-9 p.m. Hill 
Dunninger 3.000 Kem-Tone Newell-Emmett Blue Wed., 9-9:30 p.m Gc Wiest 
Jimmy Durante-Garry Moore 7.500 Camel Wm. Esty CBS Fri., 10-10:30 p.m Phil Cohan . # 
Aces” 3.500 Anacin Dancer-Fitzgerald CBS 7:30-8 p.m. 
“Everything for the Boys” 11,500 Electric Auto-Lite Ruthrauff & Ryan NBC Tu 7-30-8 "Ob 
“Famous Jury Trials” 2.500 Williamson brey, Moore & W., Blue Tu., 9-9:30 p m. C: OF 
“Pashions in Rations” 1,100 Servel B.B.D.&O CBS Sat., 11:30-12 n. rg 
.D.&O. Sat., 11:30-12 n. tober a Bour ancy Hamilto 
“Fibber McGee & Melly” 10,000 S. C. Johnson Needham, Louis & B. NBC 9:30-10 p Una 
“First Nighter” 3.000 Campana Wallace-Ferry-Hanley Mutual Wed., 9:30-10 m 
‘tek 3.500 F. W. Fitch L. W. Ramsey NBC Sun., 7.30-8 p.m. 
“Kilty Foyle” 2.500 General Mills Knox, Reeves CBS M-F, 10:15-10:30 a.m Rikel Kent Doris Halm: 
“Freedom of Opportunity” 3.000 Mutual Benefit & Health Arthur Mevyerhoff Mutual Fri 8:30-9 p.m A n] 
“Friday on Broadway” 4.500 Anacin Dance -Fitzee rald CBS Fri., 7:30-8 p.m Fra 
“Front Page Farrell” 1.700 Wveth Chem. Dancer-Fitzgerald NBC Mon Tu 5:45-6 p.m hen | pon d 1 Rahort Sh: 
“Gang busters” 4.200 Sloan’s Liniment Warwick & Legler Blue Fri 9-9:30 p m Le 
“Gay Nineties” 5.000 Vill’s Bes Arthur Kudner ‘Re 
“The Goldberes” Kudnet CBS Mon., 8:30-8:55 p.m, Frank McMahon Frank MeMahon 
2 3.500 Procter & Gamble Compton CBS M-F, 1:45-2 ! : i : } 
ill Hour 2.500 Peaberry Walker & Downing Mutual Sun., 10:15-11 p.m R. Cc. W lruff 
“Grand Central Station” 3.000 Pillsbury MeCann-Erickson CBS Sat 2 1 130 p.m B ll R sbasteshg 
“Grand Ole’ Opry” 1.500 ( All William Esty Sat. 10:31 
Albert William Esty NBC Sat., 10:30-11 p.m. Kenneth M’Gregor 
. “Great Gildersleeve 6.500 Ki wr am, Louis & B. NBC Sun., 6:30-7 p.m : Inder 
“Great Moments in Music” 6.500 Celanese You & Rubicam CBS Wed 10-10:30 
“Green Valley, U. S. A.” 1.800 Emerson Radio Wim. H. We ‘aub M Sun 55-30 
“Greenfield Village Choir* 1,000 Ford J. Walter Thompson Blue Sun. 8-8:15 m. 
“Guiding Light” 3.000 General Mills <nox-Reeves ‘BC -M-F. 2-2:15 pm 
x lills ] ves NBC M-F, 2-2:15 p.m. Joe Ainley Irna Phillips 
arum 2.500 B. T. Babbitt Duane Jones NBC M-F, 11:45-12 n eae tT 
Bob Hawk 2.500 Camel Will 1 Esty CBS S 7:30-8 " n. 
Gabriel Heatter 5.500 Barbasol, Zonite, Semle Erwin, lutual Sun., 8:45; MF 9 p.m 
Horace Heidt 3.000 Line W. Ayer 
“Hello Sweetheart” 600 G Laboratories Junkin Blue Si t.. 5-45-6 
“Help Mate” Sat., 9:40-6 p.m. Hal Makelim Harry Hess 
elp Mate 2.500 O Dutch { NBC Mon.. F.. 10:30-10:45 am 
“Here's to Romance” 4.000 BE ois Foo Cone & Beldi ‘Re Th 10-21 eatlieaaess a Whipple Margaret Lewerth 
< Iding CBS Th., 10:30-11 p.m. Fred Bethel A Fie 
Hook ‘n’ Ladder Follies 3.000 ( ar \ BC Sat., 11-11:30 p.m ae : 
Bob Hope 14.750 Pe dent Cone & Belding Tu. 10-10 30 
“Hot Copy” 1.400 Oks r Corp W 311 sun. 3:30.4 
oore & W. Blue Sun., 3:30-4 p.n N 
“Hymns of All Churches” 2.200 General Mills Fitzverald NBC M. W gr 
“I Leve a Mystery” 3.000 Procter & Gamble ( CBS M-F . rke Gibbs Free 
“Information Please” 10,000 Heinz Mon. 9 30 10 — 
“Inner Sanctum” 2.000 ( ate B CR S t 8:30. 9 oT “4 een 
“It Pavs to Be Ignorant” 4.500 llip Morris CB Fri.. 9-9:30 4 
Allan Jones-Frankie Carle 7.000 Old Gold ter Thompson CBs Wed 
“Lorenzo Jones” 1,500 R. L. Watkins ce Fitzge rald NBC M T 
“Just Plain Bill” 1.560 Anacin Dar rala NBC - 2:15-2:30 p.m. Ra ph Butler Julian Funt 
NBC M-F., 5:30-5:45 p.m, Gene Eubanks Marie Baumer 
veer : 3.9 arter’s Pills fed Bates Blue Sun., 8:30-9 p.m Jav Clark 
“Kraft Musie Hall” 12,500 Kratt J. Walter 'Thompso Th. 9-9:30 pan, 
lompson NBC Ph., 9-9:30 p.m. Bob Brewste “arr ‘arrol 
Kay Kyser 8.500 Lucky Strike Toate Cone & Melfins NBC Wed. 16.11 > Brewster Carroll Carroll 
“Let Yourself Go” 3.500 Eversharp Biow Bh 
a “Let's Pretend” 2.000 Cream of Wheat B. B.D. & O # 
“Life Can Be Beautiful” 2.750 Pzoctcr & Gamble Co Nila Mack Nila Mack 
“Life of Riley” 5.500 Amer. Meat Institute Leo Burnett Hide 3 
“Light of the World” 1,600 General Mills Dancer, Fitzgerald NBC M-F. 2-30-0458 « 
“Lighted Windews” 2.300 Aluminum Co, of Amer. Fuller, Smith & Ross NBC Sat “11:30 12 
Guy Lombardo 5.500 Larus & Bro. Warwick & Legler Blue Sun. 10:36 
“Lone Ranger” 1,800 General Mills Dance -Fitzgerald Blue M W F ey 4 Lothar 
awto 50 . T. Babbitt Duane Jones NBC M-F, 10-10:15 
ad ie M-Th., 8:15-8:30 p.m. Robert Dwyer I, ‘n’ Abner 
“Luncheon With Lopez” 5,00 Stokley Bros ‘alkins & ld ‘ 
p 9.000 Stokley Bros. Calkins & Holden Mutual M.-F., 1:30-1:45 p.m. Chester Miller Edward Brainard 


nd 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
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RADIO 23 


PROGRAM COST ACCOUNT AGENCY NETWORK AIRTIME 
“Lux Radie Theatre” 16,000 Lever Bros. J. Walter Thompson CBS Mon., 9-10 p.m. 
“Ma Perkins” 3,000 Procter & Gamble Dancer-Fitzgerald CBS M-F, 1:15-1:30 p.m. 

NBC M-F, 3:15-3:30 p.m. 

“Manhattan Merry-Go-Round” 3,200 R. L. Watkins Dancer-Fitzgerald NBC Sun., 9-9:30 p.m. 
“March of Time” 3,750 » Time Young & Rubicam NBC Th., 10:30-11 p.m. 
“Mary Marlin” 2,500 Standard Brands Thompson: K. & E. CBS M-F, 3-3:15 p.m. 
Groucho Marx 7,500 Pabst Warwick & Legler CBS Sat., 8-8:30 p.m. 
“Perry Mason” 2,500 Procter & Gamble Pedlar, Ryan & Lusk CBS M-F, 2:45-3 p.m. 
“Maxwell House” 15,000 General Foods Benton & Bowles NBC Th., 8-8:30 p.m. 
“Meet Your Navy” 2,500 Hall Bros, Henri, Hurst & McD. Blue Fri., 8:30-9 p.m. 
“Metropolitan Opera” 7 See note Texas Co. Buchanan Blue Sat., 2 p.m. till finish 
“Mr, & Mrs. Nerth” 2,500 Woodbury Lennen & Mitchell NBC Wed., 8-8:30 p.m. 
“Mr. District Attorney” 5,000 Bristol-Myers Pedlar & Ryan NBC Wed., 9:30-10 p.m. 
“Mr. Keen” ’ 2,000 Kolynos Dancer-Fitzgerald CBS Th., 7:30-8 p.m. 
“Mother & Dad” 1.100 Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Walker & Downing CBS Sat., 5:30-6 p.m. 
“Music America Loves” 6,500 RCA J. Walter Thompson Blue Sat., 7:30-8 p.m. 
“Musical Steelmakers” 2.200 Wheeling Steel Critchfield Blue Sun., 5:30-6 p.m. 
“My Best Girls” 1,750 Energine Young & Rubicam Blue Wed., 8:30-9 p.m. 
“Mystery Theatre” 2.250 Molle Young & Rubicam NBC Tu., 9-9:30 p.m. 
“National Barn Dance” 5,000 Alka-Seltzer Wade NBC Sat., 9-9:30 p.m. 
NBC Symphony * See note General Motors Arthur Kudner NBC Sun., 5-6 p.m. 
N. Y. Philharmonic 10,000 U. S. Rubber Campbell-Ewald CBS Sun., 3-4:30 p.m. 
“One Man’s Family” 4,500 Standard Brands Kenyon & Eckhardt NBC Sun., 8:30-9 p.m. 
“The Open Door” 3,000 Standard Brands Ted Bates CBS M-F, 10:30-10:45 p.m. 
“Our Gal Sunday” 1,500 Anacin Dancer-Fitzgerald CBS M-F, 12:45-1 p.m. 
“Palmolive Party” “6.000 Colgate Ted Bates NBC Sat., 10-10:30 p.m. 
“Parker Family” 2.000 Bristo!-Myers Pedlar, Ryan & Lusk Blue Fri., 8:15-8:30 p.m. 
“Pause That Refreshes” 7,500 Coca-Cola D'Arev CBS Sun., 4:30-5 p.m. 
Al Pearce 5.500 Dr. Pepper Tracy-Locke Blue Sun., 4-4:30 p.m. 
“People Are Funny” 2.500 Wings Russell M. Seeds NBC Fri., 10-10:30 p.m. 
“Pick and Pat” 2.900 Helbros Watch “ Wm. H. Weintraub Mutual Tu., 8:30-9 p.m. 
“Portia Faces Life” 2.500 General Foods Benton & Bowles CBS M-F, 2:30-2:45 p.m. 
“Prudential Family Hour” 9.500 . Prudential Benton & Bowles CBS Sun., 5-5:45 p.m. 
“Quiz Kids” 5.000 Alka-Seltzer Wade Blue Sun., 7:30-8 p.m. 
“Radio Hall of Fame” 15,500 Philco Sayre Ramsdell Blue Sun., 6-7 p.m. 
“Radio Reader’s Digest” 10,000 Campbell Soup Ward Wheelock CBS Sun., 9-9:30 p.m. 
“Report to the Nation” 4.000 Electrical Cooperative N. W. Ayer CBS Tu.. 9:30-10 p.m. 
“Reveille Roundup” 2.000 Grove Laboratories Russel M. Seeds NBC M.. W., F., 7:45: 8:45; 10:30 
“Right to Happiness” 2,250 Procter & Gamble Compton NBC M-F., 3:45-4 p.m. 
“Road of Life” 2.750 Procter & Gamble Compton NBC M-F., 11-11:15 a.m, 
“Romance of Helen Trent” 2.250 American Home Prod. Dancer, Fitzgerald CBS M-F., 12:30-12:45 p.m. 
Frank Sinatra 12,500 Lever Bros. J. Walter Thompson CBS Wed., 9-9:30 p.m. 
“Saturday Night Serenade” 4.500 Pet Milk Gardner CBS Sat.. 9:45-10:15 p.m. 
“Screen Guild” 8,500 Lady Esther Pedlar & Ryan CBS Mon., 10-10:30 p.m. 
“Second Husband” 2,000 R. L. Watkins *” Dancer, Fitzgerald CBS 
“The Shadow” 2.000 D. L. & W. Coal Ruthrauff & Ryan Mutual Sun., 5:30-6 p.m. 
“Sherlock Holmes” 2.500 Petri Wine Young & Rubicam Mutual Mon., 8:30-9 p.m. 
Dinah Shore 7.500 General Foods Young & Rubicam CBS Th., 9:30-10 p.m. 
“Silver Theatre” 7,000 Inter. Silver Young & Rubicam CBS Sun., 6-6:30 p.m. 
Ginny Simms 4.500 Phillip Morris Biow NBC Tu., 8-8:30 p.m. 
Red Skelton 8.000 Raleigh Russell M. Seeds NBC” Tu., i0:30-11 p.m. 
Mary Small 4.200 D. L. Clark Walker & Downing Blue Sun., 5-5:30 p.m. 
Kate Smith Hour 8,500 General Foods Young & Rubicam CBS Fri., 8-8:55 p.m. 
Kate Smith Speaks 2.500 General Foods Young & Rubicam CBS M-F., 12 n.-12:15 p.m. 
Phil Spitalny * 6.000 General Electric B. B. D. & O. NBC Sun., 10-10:30 p.m. 
“Spotlight Bands” 12,500 Coca-Cola D'Arcy Blue M-Sat., 9:30-9:55 p.m. 
“Stage Door Canteen” 8.000 Corn Products C. L. Miller CBS Fri., 10:30-11 p.m. 
“Star and the Story” 11,500 Goodyear Young & Rubicam CBS Sun., 8-8:30 p.m. 
“Starring Curt Massey” 1,200 Schutter Candy Schwimmer & Scott NBC Sat., 5:45: 6:30 p.m. 
“Stop or Go” 3,000 McKesson & Robbins J. D. Tarcher Blue Th., 10:30-11 p.m. 
“Stradivari Orchestra” 2.000 Prince Matchabelli Morse International NBC Sun., 12:30-1 p.m. 
“Superman” 3.000 Kellogg Kenyon & Eckhardt Mutual M-F, 5:45-6 p.m. 
“Suspense” 6.000 Roma Wine Biow CBS Th.. 8-8:30 p.m. 
“Sweet River” 2,300 Staley Mfg. Hill-Blackett Blue M-F., 10-10:15 a.m. 
“Take It or Leave It” 5,000 Eversharp Biow CBS Sun., 10-10:30 p.m. 
“Telephone Hour” 8,500 Bell Telephone N. W. Aver NBC Mon., 9-9:30 p.m. 
“Terry and the Pirates” 2.200 Quaker Oats Sherman, Marquette Blue M-F. 6-6:15 p.m. 
“That Brewster Boy” 2.750 Quaker Oats Ruthrauff & Ryan CBS Fri., 9:30-10 p.m. 
“The First Line” 2,500 Wrigley Arthur Meyerhoff CBS Th., 10-16:30 p.m. 
“The Listening Post” 2.100 Sat. Eve. Post McFarland, Aveyard Blue Tu., Fri., 10:45-11 a.m. 
“Thin Man” 4,000 General Foods Benton & Bowles CBS Sun., 10:30-11 p.m. 
John Charles Thomas 11,000 Westinghouse McCann-Erickson NBC Sun., 2:30-3 p.m. 
“Those We Love” 4.009 General Foods Young & Rubicam CBS Sun., 2-2:30 p.m. 
“To Your Goed Health” 1,500 E. R. Squibb B.B.D.&O. CBS M-W-F, 6:15-6:30 p.m. 
“Today's Children” 1,600 General Mills Dancer-Fitzgerald NBC M-F, 2:15-2:30 p.m. 
“Top of the Evening” 5.250 Westinghouse McCann-Erickson Blue M-W-F, 10:15-10:30 p.m. 
“Dick Tracy” 1.500 Sweets Co. of Amer. Duane Jones Blue M-F, 5:15-5:30 p.m, 
“Treasure Hour of Song” 4.500 Conti Bermingham. Castle & P. Mutual Th., 9:30-10 p.m. 
“Truth or Consequences” 6.500 Procter & Gamble Compton NBC Sat.. 8:30-9 p.m. 
“Valiant Lady” 2.500 General Mills Knox-Reeves CBS M-F, 10-10:15 a.m. 
“Vic and Sade” 3.000 Procter & Gamble Compton NBC M-F, 11:15-11:30 a.m. 
“Voice of Firestone” 3.500 Firestone Sweeney & James NBC M-F., 8:30-9 p.m. 
“Voice of Prophecy” 1.000 Voice of Prophecy G. C. Haskin Mutual Sun., 9:30-10 a.m. 
“Vox Pop” 3.750 Emerson Drug Ruthrauff & Ryan CBS Mon., 8-8:30 p.m. 
“Waltz Time” 2.500 Phillips Chem. Dancer, Fitzgerald NBC Fri., 9-9:30 p.m. 
Fred Waring 12.000 Chesterfield Newell-Emmett NBC M-F., 7-7:15 p.m. 
“Watch the World Go By” 1.000 Ford J. Walter Thompson Blue M-Sat., 8-8:15 p.m 
“We Love and Learn” 1.750 General Foods Young & Rubicam NBC M-F, 5:15-5:30 p.m. 
“We, the People, at War” 7.000 Gulf Oil Young & Rubicam CBS Sun., 7:30-8 p.m 
“When a Girl Marries” 2.500 General Foods Benton & Bowies NBC M-F., 5-5:15 p.m 
Walter Winchell 6.500 Jergens Lennen & Mitchell lue Sun., 9-9:15 p.m 
“Nero Wolfe” 1,500 Elgin J. Walter Thompson . Blue Fri., 7-7:30 p.m 
“Woman of America” 2 500 Procter & Gamble Benton & Bowles NBC M-F., 3-3:15 p.m 
“World of Song” 4.600 Sherwin-Williams Warwick & Legler Blue Sun., 4:30-5 p 
“World News Parade” 4.000 W. A. Schaeffer Russel M. Seeds NBC Sun., 3-3:30 p.m 
“The World Today” 3.700 General Electrie Maxon CBS M-Sat., 6:45-6:55 p.m. 
“Young Dr. Malone” 2.200 General Foods Benton & Bowles CBS M-F., 2-2:15 p.n 
“Young Widder Brown” 1,600 Phillips Chem. Dancer, Fitzgerald NBC M-F.; 4:45-5 p.m 
“Pepper Young's Family” 2.200 Procter & Gamble Pedlar & Ryan (CBS (M-F., 2:45-3 p.m 

»YNBC | M-F.. 3:30-3:45 p.n 
“Your America” 4.000 Union Pacific Caples NBC Sat., 5-5:30 p.m 
“Your Hit Parade” 11,500 Lucky Strike Foote, Cone & Belding, CBS Sat., 9-9:45 p.m 


* Lump sum of $785,000 paid for 52 broadcasts covering time and talent, with 
y Lump sum of $250,000 paid for season of 16 broadcasts covering time, Opera, comn 


* 


“Abbott & Costello” (writers) Harrs 


‘rane. Ed Forman, Joe 


entator, etc. 


PRODUCER 


Fred MacKaye 
Roy Winsor 


Frank Hummert 
Lester Vail 

Jay Hanna 

Dick Mack 
Carlo De Angelo 
Al Kaye 

Al Boyd 

H. Souvaine, Inc. 
S. J. Andrews 
Ed Byron 
Richard Leonard 
Wendell Adams 
Lester O'Keefe 
Wheeling Advt. 
Wesley McKee 
Day Tuttle 

Ed Simmons 
Arthur Austin 


Carleton E. Morse 
Paul Stewart 
Steve Gross 

Don Cope 

Ollie Barbour 
Pau! Lewis 

Henry W. McMahan 
John Guedel 

Ed Wolfe Assoc. 
Kirby Hawkes 
Bill Rousseau 

Ed Simmons 
DeVere Englebach 
Bob Nolan 

Earle McGill 
Dorothy Collentine 
Frank Papp 
Gilbert Wilber 

O. J. Neuwerth 
Ear! Ebi 

Roland Martini 
William Lawrence 


M..Tu.,W., 11:15-11:30 a.m. Martha Atwill 


Robert Steel 
Tony Hart 
Arthur Moore 
Ted Bliss 

_ Myton Dutton 
John Guedel 
Ed Wolfe 

# 

Carol Irwin 
David White 
Bob Salter 
Roger White 
Rupert Lucas 
Cecil Widdifield 
Bill Krauch 
Nick Dawson 
Allen Ducovey 
William Spier 
Allan Wallace 
Richard Lewis 
Wallace Magill 
Cyril Ambrister 
Owen Vinson 
Bobby Brown 
Henry Klein 
Hi Brown 
Clare Olmstead 
Tony Hart 


Gilbert Gibbons 


Wiley Adams 
Roger Bower 
Ralph Edwards 
Rikel Kent 
Homer Heck 
Ed Dunham 


Frank Hummert 
Fred Waring 


Dave Levy 

Dodie Yates 
Travis Wells 

Hi Brown 

Lillian Steinfeld 
Tevis Huhn 

Jack Simpson 
Creston Pumphrey 
Dodie Yates 
Martha Atwill 


poe 


Lyle DeMoss 


Arturo Toscanini and Leopold Stokowski included among maestroes. 


WRITER 
Sanford Barnett 
= 


Jane Cruisenberry 


Ruth Borden 
Phil Rapp 
Sid Gerson 

# 

# 
David Davidson 
Harry Hermann 
Harry Hermann 


John Kelcey 


# 
David Hall 


Carleton E. Morse 
Sandra Michael 
Ruth Borden 


Priscilla Kent 
Gilbert Seldes 
Jack Hasty 
Wm. Franchey 
Mort Lewis 
Mona Kent 
Carl Bixby 
John Lewellan 
Poa 


Dorothy Collentine 
John Young 
Irna Phillips 
Mary Reeves 
Mannie Manheim 
Erma Proetz 
Harry Cronman 
Nancy Moore 
Edith Merser 
Glenn Wheaton 
Milton Lazarus 
Milton Merlin 
William Franchey 


Jean Holloway 
Jayne Thompkins 
Alton Alexander 
Rosemary Boyle 


# 
Charmles Tazwell 
Cecil Widdifield 


Helen Zimmerman 


Charles Jackson 
Edith Oliver 


Al Barker 


Nelson Shawn 


Foster Carling 
Agnes Ridgeway 


Irna Phillips 
Foster Carling 
George Lothar 


Ralph Edwards 
Howard Teichmann 
Paul Rhymer 

Ed Dunham 


Martin Stern 
# 
Elaine Carrington 


Hi Brown 
Cliff Thomas 
Len Finge 
Wm. Franchey 


Frank Provo 
Elizabeth Todd 
Elaine Carrington 


David P. Lewis 
Bob Smith 


Kirk, Don Prindle. 


“Abie’s Irish’ Rose” (writers) Jimmy Haupt, Adelaide 
Mathews, Anne Nichols, Joe Rines, H. H. Stinson. 
“Aldrich Family” (writers) Clifford Geldsmith, Sam Taylor. 


“Amos 'n’ Andy” (writers) Charles Correll, Freeman Gosden. 

“Aunt Jenny” (writers) Mary B, Post, Della Decker. 

Lionel Barrymore (writers) Howard Breslin, Charles Tazwell. 

Jack Benny (producers) Walter Bunker, Bob Seal; (writers) 
George Balzer, Sy Howard, Milton Josefberg, Tack Tacka- 
berry. 

Edgar Bergen (writers) Joe Connelly, Bob Mosher. 

Bob Burns (writers) Hector Chevigny, Howard Harris, Glenn 
Wheaton, 

Eddie Cantor (producers) Dave Elton, Andy Love; (writers) 

P Izzy Ellinson, Bobby O’Brien, Jim Quillen. 

‘Cities Service Concert” (producers) Paul Dumont, Walter 
Lurie, 

Joan Davis (producers) Tom McAvity, Bob Seal; (writers) 

. Richard Chevillat, Raymond Singer, Si Wills. 

Dr. Christian” (producers) Dorothy McCann, Florence 
Ortman. 

Dunninger (writers) Len Finger, Marjorie Sloane, 


Durante-Moore (writers) Howard Harris, Syd Zelinka “National Barn Dance” (writers) Jack Frost. Peter Lund. 

“Freedom of Opportunity” (wri@rs) Ed Gardner, Lou Turkel. “Radio Hall of Fame” (writers) Milton Geiger, Deems Tavy!or. 

“Grand Ole Opry” (writers) Wally Ford, Ray Hawey, Jack “Report to the’ Nation” (writers) Margaret Miller, Bill 
Huston. Slocum, Jr. 

“Great Gildersleeve” (writers) Sam Moore, John Whedon. Mary Small (writers) Arthur Henley, Peggy Mayer, Dave 

Bob Hope (producers) Andy Love, Tom Sawyer; (writers) Victor, Melba Weiss, Miriam Wolf 


Chet Casselhoff, Paul Lavin, Reni Du Plessis, A! Schwartz, 
Norman Sullivan. 

“It Pays to Be Ignorant” (writers) George Faulkner, Ruth 
Howard, Bob Howell. 

Kay Kyser (producers) Paul Phillips, Harry Saz. 

“Let Yourself Go” (writers) Hal Block, Hal Collins, Jay F. 
Jones, Peggy Mayer, Fred Norman, Dave Victor. 

“Life Can Be Beautiful” (writers) Carl Bixby, Don Decker. 

“Lighted Windows” (writers) Fulton Oursler, Charles Robin- 
on. 

“Ma Perkins” (writers) Leston Huntley, Henry Sellinger. 

“March of Time” (writers) Malcolm Meacham, Paul Milton, 
Garett Portor. 

Met Opera (writers) George Marek, O. Ernest Moore, Henry 

Mrs. Nerth” (writers) Jerome Epstein, Louis Vittes. 

“Mr. District Attorney” (writers) Ed Byron, Jerry Devine. 


Kate Smith Hour (producers) Harry Ackerman, Ted Collins, 
Francis van Hartesveldt. 

“Stage Door Canteen” (writers) Bob Marko, Frank Wilson. 

“Stop er Go” (writers) Erna Lazarus, Vic McLeod, Ben 


Pearson. 

“That Brewster Boy” (writers) Pauline Hopkins, Owen 
Vinson. 

“Top of the Evening” (producers) Clare Olmstead, Archie 
Scott. 


“Vox Pop” (producers) Robert W. Ballin, David K. Grant. 

“We, the People, at War” (writers) Paul and Ted Adams, 
Ruth Barth, Julia Dorn, Earle Kennedy, Eljen Robin, 
Vivien Skinner. 

“We Love and Learn” (producers) Carl Eastman, Mary Harris. 

“Pepper Young’s Family” (producers) Chick Vincent, Melchor 
Ferrer. 

“Your Hit Parade” (producers) Jack Meakin, Lee Strahorn. 
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Collector’s Item 
WNEW toppers last week came 
across a 1938 piece ots sales pro- 


Mean Remote Rehe 


egrets to Inform ‘Ma Perkins 


of the singer hopefuls working Eddie Cantor, who will b 


'a month or more with 


Chicago, April 18. |agency, believes that i: cidents of this there at that time. 
, Per-, Kind cannot be avoided if radio Is The list included: Frank Si- 
going to be honest and portray life natra, Barry Wood, Dinah Shore 
las it really is. “If it can happen to At AFRA 
telegram from the War Dept. Mrs. Slotnik: or Mrs. Smith, why 
vising that her son had been killed | can't it happen to gag aga he 

action. has aroused a storm of! asked when discussing the matter. 


ent broadcast of a “Ma 
ed on Sunday (23) practically 
ee a wire for his “Radio Hall 
guest shot. He fortified h 


kins” sode, in : 
and Helen Forrest. 


scale, no less! 


and we do not intend to bring him 
back in later episodes,” he continued, 


en avalanche of letters on the sub-| ee 
ject. Many program, production men 
and other radio execs here have ex- : ae 
pressed the opinion that writing this! gave Ma Perkins the same problem 


incident into the script was bad ra- as other mothers face. We also be- 


Hollywood, April 18. | Cantor, who hasn't broad 
John MeMillin handed in his res-| New York for a couple 


Gio. They take the position that) lieve that, in the face of the type | isnation Monday (17) as veepee in) prevailed on Philco to work out mat- 
ae milli | ‘kins ‘trays ‘reative production for rs that way rather than disappoint 
illions of| character Ma Perkins portrays, the! charge of creative producto ters tha s ; 
wartorn America, with m Differences of | a Utica, N. ¥.. army hospital en-| “ hen many network outlets will be 


wives and mothers of loved on*s| episode will give strength to her lis-| the Compton agency. | 
overseas and about to enter combat,} teners who have already faced the] opinion on management were cited| gagement Saturday night. 
Stas 
should not be reminded, on the air, 
ef such grim expectations. com) 
On the other hand, Roy Winsor. | verce criticism on the terms that we| 15 years. D 
supervising director of the show for|have done, something honest in McMillin has no plans be ag u-| ness, 
the Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample. radio.” ture other than a Jong vacation. 


future.. We are willing to face ad-| the company after an association of | set not only the radio cl 


For ‘Hall of Fame’ Shot 


| show, worked his way eas 
| hospital circuit, and arrives in N. Y. 


‘constant contacting in advi 
Paul Whiteman and the Philco pro- 


protest from listeners all over the|“We did not use the death of John, | OHN W’MILLIN WITS ‘ducer. DeVere Engelbach, 
country and flooded the sponsors Ww! ith | Ma Perkins’ son, as a story device | J ' everything is set up in tin 


same kind of tragedy or may in the] as reason for his resignation from | Millar has preceded the comedian to | 


RKO filmitsical whic 


| 
| the preem of Cantor's “Show Busi- | 
* | duced on a participation deal. | 


Cantor’s Hospital Dates Net Editors Get 


arsals 


Invasion Jitters 


“Invasion jitters” are being ex- 
perienced in network newsrooms fol. 
under the | lowing recent. issuance of instruc. 


of Fame” |tions to writing and enginee: 
imself by 
ince with 


e east for 
his radio | 
t via the} 


staffs on procedure when the big 
news breaks. Time element, of 
so that course, is the biggest headache with 


1e for his tup execs and night editors especi- 
ng the 6 


EEPEE Sunday 1 sar ‘ally affected. 
COMPTON cong | New York newsrooms operating on 


“He's dead. and the point is that we songstress, preceded him into N. Y. 


an all-night sked are wondering 
what's going to happen if news re- 
| leases announcing the invasion ex- 
plode in the early morning hours 


cast from 
of years, 


P.a. Mack | Off the air. Decisions on whether to 
: | open up the nets when the flash ar- 
rives must be made in a hurry with 
responsible execs subject to phone 
calls for decisions at any hour. 
Indie stations beaming all-night 
, record programs, naturally, seem in 


1ores but 


h he pro- | 


SPEND MORE MONEY 
MORE MERCHANDISE 

MORE PEOPLE 
= ON WLW 
THAN ON ANY OTHER 
RADIO STATION IN 

WORLD, 


DIVISION OF THE CROSLEY CORPORATION 


NAPIONWS MOST WISER CAN DIS 


| the best positions as far as a “scoop” 
;} is concerned inasmuch as most of 
i them are provided with the news 
tickers as ‘the webs and can inter- 
rupt shows at once. Once the news 
breaks, however, running reports of 
happenings will be strictly compet 
tive, with listeners expected to 
“cruise” ‘on the dial seeking the sta- 
tion that will give them the livest 
best-presented bulletins 
commentary. 


and 


Another contributing factor to 
news room jitters is expectation that, 
for reasons of security, Allied head- 
quarters may withhold invasion an- 
nouncement for some time after op- 
erations commence. In this event, 
it’s believed Axis sources may break 
the big story. 


‘Little Steel’ Formula 


Applies to Air Talent 
Fees—WLB Decision 


War Labor Board has ruled that 
talent fees, in addition to wages, 
for radio performers come under the 
“little steel” formula and any in- 
creases are subject to approval of 
thatvagency. 


Case in point was a recent query 
by WCCO, Minneapolis, which re- 
= cently pacted an agreement with the 
= International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers unit in that city. and 
sought to bring talent fees on comes 
mercials for its announcers up to the 
basic seale of the contrac 

Ruling by Frank Ba om of the 
wage stabilization unit of the WLB, 
stated that any increases planned 
must be submitted to that agency 
for approval. 


CORWIN CBS SERIES 
GOES TO COAST SOON 


! Norman Corwin leaves for Holly- 
| wood May 11 to present eight or 10 
| consecutive programs in his CBS 
| Sustaining Tuesday night series. West 
Sis segment, planned when Cor- 


win’s deal with the network was set, 


| will see studio names lending their 
; talents to dramatic half-hours orize 
|inating in KNX, Columbia's L. A. 
| outlet. 


Among West Coast shows planned 
} are four with Charles Laughton, 
{first of which probably will be a 

dramatization of “The Moat Fi: 

Murder,” an old English 

tale. Laughton also is pencilled for 

} 


a trilogy presenting incidents fr 
the lives of Walt Whitman, C: 
Sandberg and Thomas Wo!! 

Orson Welles, Robert Youns 1 
Franchot Tone also will do C 1 
shows with Young skedded for ‘Tel 
Aviv,” the third in a series of dr: s 
|} about cities. Cromer, England. 
Boston, Mass., will be local 


preceding “city” programs 


M-G-M's ‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ completed 
3 New CAMEL PROGR aM. Friday 


Met.: LOU CLAYTON 
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its 28,000,000 


EVER MIND what the census savs... 
since Johnson’s Wax gave America our 
Fibber McGee and Molly in April, 1935 this 
pair has made part-time Peoria citizens of 
darn near every one who listens to the radio. 


Now as James and Marian Jordan enter 
into their tenth year of broadcasting over 
an NBC network in the same character 
parts ... with the same writer, the same 
sponsor... they “come in” even more secure 
in the affection of the public than ever before. 


NBC feels that not only this network but 


the entire world of entertainment owes a, 


salaam in the general direction of Fibber 
and Molly and Don Quinn, the writer 
whose exceptional talent has contributed so 


much to the success of this program. 


They all tune to the 


It’s a National Habit 


The McGees and their neighbors and 
friends portray the warmheartedness, the 


ready wit, the human frailties that Ameri- 
cans understand and appreciate. But there 
must be more to their popularity than that. 


Maybe it’s because the public senses that 
the friendliness they project over the air is 
as real in real life as the characters of Fibber 
and Molly are to their millions of listeners. 


a 


Whatever it is, NBC proudly numbers this 
show in its top-notch list and points out 
that it is programs of this caliber... plus 
the finest facilities in radio... which make 
NBC “The Network Most People ‘Listen to 
Most.” 


America’s No. 1 Network 


A Service of Radia 
Corporation of America 
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All Branches of Radio Lined Up For 
Participation in 5th War Loan Drive 


Washington, April 18. 

Part that radio will play in the 5th 
War Loan Campaign was disclosed 
over the weekend by Thomas H. 
Lane, head of the press, radio and 
advertising section of the drive, who 
also disclosed that Sgt. Paul Dudley, 
ex-Pot of Gold and Spotlight Bands 


producer, has been lent by the Army | 


to replace William Rainey in charge 
of the drive’s New York radio office. 
Rainey has switched to the National 
Assn. of Manufacturers. 


Drive kick-off will 


to be a woman's program which will 


feature Mrs. Roosevelt, Mrs. Morgen- 


thau, either the Queen Mother of 
England or Mrs. Winston Churchill, 
Madame Chiang Kai-Shek, a repre- 
sentative of Russian women, and the 
heads of the WACs and WAVES. 

A Labor-Management broadcast 
will feature heads of the unions, plus 
the prexys of U. S. Chamber of Com- 
merce, National Assn. of Manufac- 
turers and possibly one or two 
others. National Farm and Home 


be Sunday,} Hour over NBC will be taken over 


June 11, day before the campaign | once to plug the drive. Since schools 
formally opens. It will be a four-} generally will not be in session dur- 
web hookup featuring addresses by | ing the campaign, there is to be a 


President Roosevelt and Treasury 


Youth Program on NBC. 


Johns, BBD&0 Board 
Chairman, Dies At 76 


William H. Johns, 76, chairman of 
the board of directors of Batten, 
Barton, Durstine & Osborn, Inc., 
died Monday (17) in Flushing, N. Y. 
He had been associated with George 
Batten since 1289 and became presi- 
dent of the firm upon Batten’s death 
in 1918. 

In 1929 Johns was made prexy of 
BBD&O formed by merger with 
Barton, Durstine & Osborn. In 1936 
he became chairman of the executive 
committee and in 1939 of the board 
of directors. Johns was noted as a 
leading trademarker, being respon- 
sible for many well-known trade- 
marks. He was one of the founders 
of the American Association of Ad- 
vertising Agencies and was its first 
president. 


Mueller, Chi’s Busy Man 
Of Radio, Checks Out 
For Hollywood Shows 


Chicago, April 18. 
With over 100 national network 
and local shows under his belt, Mar- 
vin Mueller leaves the local radio 
scene for Hollywood Friday (21). 


Mueller’s record includes. appear- 
ances as actor, announcer or narra- 
tor on nearly every local and net- 
work show in the past five years. 
Up to a month ago he maintained 
a man-killing schedule of 45-shows- 
a-week from early morning to late 
at night with an estimated income of 
close to $65,000 a year. Actor- 
narrator's schedule is so tight that 


he broadcasts here up until Friday; 


night (21). He arrives in Hollywood 
on the morning of the 24th and be- 


Ludlam Replaces 


Phil Cohen 


George P. Ludlam, deputy chief jn 
charge of the N. Y. office of the Ow! 
domestéc radio bureau, will succeed 
Phil Cohen as bureau chief jn 
Washington following the latter's 
re-‘gnation which takes effect in the 
near future. Cohen, chief since 
November, 1943, has applied for a 
commission in the Marine Corps. 


Ludlam’s position will be filled by 
Jack Mullen, former BBD&O \p, 
and now in charge of the editorial 
and production division in N. Y. The 
shifts were arranged by George 
Healy, director of OWI's domestic 
branch. 


— 


Survived by widow, two sons and 
two daughters. 


gins his new Coast career at once, 
continuing as narrator on “Coronet 


Storyteller” which is being moved Schram, Livingston 


Secretary Henry Morgenthau. In ad- Ted R. Gamble will give a nightly 
: dition, there will be pick-ups from| resume of the drive, beginning the 
the battlefronts and from British and | second week, and there will be a 


U S. war plants. 


Number of special one-shot events | 


repetition of the Radio Bond Days, 
with each web devoting an entire 


over the air are scheduled. There is| cay to the sale of bonds. 


Atlanta. — Albert Coleman _ has 
been named musical director of 
WSB, 50-kw NBC outlet here. 


Questions PO D E 


time? 


Which station do 
you listen to most 
during the day- 


under the same sound 


gement policy 2s WNOX, 
Knoxville, Tenn.; and WMPS: Mempnis, Tenn. 


to Hollywood. Mueller 
signed as announcer of the 
“Star Playhouse” and the Red Skel- 
ton show. 


Mutual's Super 
Invasion Bally 


Elaborate pre-invasion promotion 
kit distributed to over 200 affiliates 
last week by Mutual met with mixed 
reactions in the industry. While it 
was pretty generally agreed that the 
project represented a bang-up job 
of its kind, some criticism was 


voiced over the appropriateness of 
such a pitch tied in with a military 
operation whith undoubtedly will 
bring, sorrow to thousands of Amer- 
ican homes. 

Lavish use is made of such promo- 


tional materials as mats, mimeo- 
graphed biogs and stories 
concerning Mutual commentators, 


photos, maps and layouts all neatly 
filed in marked folders, Entire kit 
boxed for shipment also was termed 
an error in judgment by some who 
pointed to the paper shortage as one 
big reason why the stunt might re- 
act unfavorably. 

The web makes no bones about 


also has | 
Dreft 


Resign Blue Posts 


Bill Livingston and John Schram 
resigned production staff posts at the 
Blue last week to accept similar po- 
sitions elsewhere. 

Livingston goes to Warwick & 
Legler, while Schram takes over as 
radio director at the American Eco- 
nomic Foundation. 


Out-Flanked! 


roduct IS out- 
the Hartford 
Market— unless you 
cover the entire trading 
area. WDRC—the basic | 
Columbia station for 
Connecticut—gives you 
complete coverage. of 
Connecticut's Major 
Market. 

USE WODRC TO 


CONNECT IN 
CONNECTICUT 


the invasion being the reason for 
the news department ballyhoo. One 
piece of literature is slick) 


paper folder bannered “Invasion!” in 
scarehead red caps backgrounded by | 
helmeted soldiers wading waist deep 
from landing barges 
smoking shoreline 

In addition to materials included 
in the “invasion” kit the net audi- | 


towards a} 


ence promotion division offers car 
cards, film trailers and other ma- 
terials to be provided Mutual sta- 


tions free of charge on application. 


‘Blackbirds’ for Radio | 


Lew Leslie’s “Blackbirds” is dick- 
ering to go on the air with Ethel | 
Waters, the Cecil Mack Choir and | 
Duke Ellington and his orchestra. all | 


under Leslie’s supervision. Nat Dorf- | 
man is to do the scripting. 

N. W. Ayer agency is handling the | 
deal. | 


Overseas for USO Since Jan. 
'43—Now Touring British Isles 


FRED LIGHTNER 


PHIL COSCIA£ 


RADIO SCRIPT WRITER 


New—Desires Contact or Con- 


nection. Good, but Facetious. 
Write, “Duffy.” Box 267, Variety, 
154 West 46th Street, New York 


IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN 


Tibet, in Western China, is situated between 


the Himalaya and Kwentun mountains. It 


covers an area of 349,419 square miles and 
has a population estimated at 3,000,000. Its capital is Lhasa. 


SELLING IN 


The World Almanac gives these as facts. We wouldn't know 


because WFIL does not cover Tibet. But we can give you facts 
about what's happening in radio in the Philadelphia Trading Area. 
It's a fact that more and more people are listening 
more and more to WFIL! It's a fact that more and more 
new advertisers are using WFIL! It's a fact that 
the most progressive radio station in the entire 


Philadelphia Trading Area is WFIL! And we 


prove it! No longer is the alert time buyer swayed 
by opinions or outworn phrases. He demands the 


facts. And we have them. 


When you advertise in Philadelphia, if you want ie 
SALES in the Philadelphia Trading Area—and not 
in Tibet or any other “foreign community”—then 
we cordially invite you to broadcast over WFIL... 


“that progressive station.” 


A BLUE NETWORK AFFILIATE 


Philadelphia's Most Progressive 
Radio Station 


REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY THE 


can 


KATZ AGENCY 
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CONNECTICUT S PIONEER BROADCASTER | 
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Shown by a Radio Quiz, held through blind | 
| ads in all Cincinnati Papers, which brought A 
1608 replies. Received and tabulated by 
two impartial Cincinnati Advertising Agen- 
cies, these replies show WCPO Cincinnati's 
most listended to station ALL DAY LONG! 4 wth 
| \ 
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Something’s up. Something you’llrec- — brought to you in a new radio style—is 
sts ognize as anew high inradio...“‘Arthur ahappy blending of thetalentsof NBC’s 
Hopkins Presents’... a series of NBC- Wyllis Cooper, one of radio’s most gifted 
po- built-and-produced dramatic programs writers, NBC’s Wynn Wright, the fa- 
& featuring, in their original roles, Broad- mous radio director, and Arthur Hop- 
io way and Hollywood stars. kins, the dean of American theatrical 
producers. No team could be better - 
suited to the task of recreating for radio 
“Arthur Hopkins Presents”—great those outstanding dramatic productions 
theatre dramas of the past thirty years that have made stage history. 
. ARTHUR HOPKINS, whose association with NBC 
in the presentation of this new series brings 
to radio a background of three decades of 
triumphant experience in the American theatre. 
WYLLIS COOPER, ‘‘the radio writer’s writer” 
who has achieved in ‘‘Arthur Hopkins Presents” 
| accomplishments equal to his brilliant script 
conceptions for ‘‘Lights Out”? and “Good Neighbors” 
and the “Army Hour.” | 
= 
WYNN WRIGHT, NBC National Production Manager, 
whose reputation for faultless timing and imagina- 
; tive staging has won wide recognition, again 
| effects in ‘Arthur Hopkins Presents” all the ex- 
citing direction which distinguishes his work. 
Tonight: “OUR TOWN 


with Frank Craven 


COMING: 
April 26 —‘‘Redemption” 
with Louis Calhern and Dorothy Gish 
May 3 —“‘A Successful Calamity” 
with Philip Merivale 
May 10 —“‘The Philadelphia Story” 
with Katharine Hepburn 


‘Arthur Hopkins Presents,” an hour broadcast over the NBC Network every 
Wednesday night at 11:30 EWT, starting April 19, is only one of the many NBC- 
built shows which have contributed to the truth that NBC is “‘the Network Most 
People Listen to Most.” 


America’s No. 1 Network 


They all tune to the 


National Broadcasting Company 


It’s a National Habit 


& 


A Service of Radio i 
Corporation of America, 
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Tele Seen Opening 


Improvements in television equip- 


ment that will make possible bet- 
ter spot news coverage and provi- 
sion for image scanning that will 


help show television on the theatre 


screen were detailed by William H 
Sayre, 
Allen B. 
speaking 
the 55th 
ference of Society of Motion Picture 

Engineers in N. Y. Monday (47). 
Sayre said that the variety of spot 
news events that can be brought into 
the home and theatres by ¢elevision 
had been greatly increased by recent 
technical developments, whereby the 
size and weight of portable televi- 
i sion equipment was cut in half. This 
; means that these developments and 
television camera refinements would 
§ make possible a news crew of four 
or five men instead of 10, making for 
more speedy coverage and economy 

in handling spot news. 

For theatre screen projection of 
television, Sayre stated that the 
Radio Technical Planning Board has 
provided in its study for the increase 
in image scanning from 525 to 1,000 
lines to provide definition and clar- 
ity needed for magnification of the 
received image. He. claimed the 


development engineer of 
DuMont 


the opening session ot 


Laboratories. 
at 
semi-annual technical con- 


New Vistas On 


'cable which could be made avail- 
able for television. 
Sherman Price, television consul- 


tant for Filmedia Corp., which com- 
pany is making a survey of televi- 
sion possibilities for Press Assn., the 


radio affiliate of the Associated 
Press. spoke on the scientific ap- 
proach to television program pro- 
duction. He believed that in pro- 
duction planning television  pro- 
|ducers could take what has been 
learned from screen production in 
order to eliminate guesswork, 


Actors Switch 


Odd switch on current shortage of 
radio personnel is the tangent taken 
by four topflight air actors who dur- 
ing the past fortnight shifted from 
thesping to directing chores in N.Y. 

Carl Eastman ahd Peter Kappel 
have caught on as directors at 
Trans-American. Wylie Adams now 
directing the Blue web’s “Dick 
Tracy,” while Shirling Oliver is ‘do- 
ing a similar chore at same web for 
“Parade of Tomorrow.” 


years of successful N 
Top-notch cast, scripts 
to networks either as 


SHOOT THE WO 


Questions and ivories 
minute for 30 minutes. 


MAN OF MAGIC 


feats as baffling as anytl 


“LIVE™ PRODUCTIONS 


FOR NETWORK 


FIVE STAR FINAL 


Fast-paced daily dramatization of last-minute 
news and headlines. Backed by more than 10 


or one half-hour program a week. 


Novel quiz show starring a pair of jumbo dice! 
Contestants “roll dem bones” for prize money. 


oping new emcee and quiz audience. For sale 
completely produced or with your own talent. 


Combination telepathy, magic and studio stunts, 
Comedy, thrills, Hollywood stars-—and mental 


air. An unusual half-hour of novel entertain- 
ment. Entire production—talent, material, 
staging—made-to-order for national presentation, 


- 


PRESENTATION 


ew York broadcasting. 
, production. Available 


15 minute nightly strip 


RKS 


combine in a laugh-a- 
Ideal vehicle for devel- 


1ing performed on the 


WRITE, WIRE OR 
= PHONE FOR 
AUDITION RECORDS 


Reade Wight, World 


Spot News Coverage, Image 


plans of RTPB contemplate the use 
of unattended booster relay stations. 
Sayre said that the American Tele- | 
phone & Telegraph had installed and 
| in use nearly 2,000 miles of co-axial 


| Wally 


Broadcasting, Joins 


Wight, longtime World 
Broadcasting System exec, joined the 
William Morris agency in the radio 


nde 


| dept. under Bill Murray this week. 


He'll take up the slack created by 
manpower shortage in the office's 
Chicago branch, by commuting be- 
tween N. ¥. and Chi. This, in Mur- 
ray’s opinion, will give the Chi ter- 
ritory a N. Y. perspective. 

Harry Ommerle, who 


left the 


Morris Radio Dept. 


| scripts 
many cases by well-known and suc-! 
has been 


Morris office to become a Ruthrauff , 


& Ryan v.p. a year ago, and is now 
on the Coast winding up details on 
Jack Benny's contract, will probably 
return to the Morris agency as soon 
as he can. Ommerle prefers the 
talent end to the ad firm’s point of 
view. 

(‘The Jungle”) Jordan re- 


j turned from a four-week Hollywood | 


| sojourn 


on biz-v@eation, 


| concerned with the Orson Welles- 


Cantor sold $40,000,000 worth 
bonds in his 24-hour appearance on 
| the air from San Francisco in the 4th 


' CBS situation. 


primarily | 


WBKB, Chi, Video 


Program Chief 


Finds Script Problem Big Headache 


Chicago, April 18. 
Difficulty in obtaining properly 
prepared scripts is one of the biggest 


problems in television broadcasting 


today, according to Helen Carson, 
program director of the Balaban &| 
Katz's WBKB. “In the numerous 


submitted to us, written 
cessful radio writers, it 
necessary to rewrite almost every 
one before they could be used. This,” 
she said, “is because the authors con- 
tinue to think in terms of dialogue 
instead of visualizing the pictorial 
aspects of television.” 

Much interest in television 
been aroused locally in the past few 
weeks and Station WBKB has been 
the subject of numerous write-ups. 
Being on an experimental basis has 
allowed many musicians and per- 


' formers to take advantage of the 


| Murray is taking Wight on an in- | 


troductory swing into Chicago, Min- 
|neapolis and St. Louis this week, for 
,about a week. 


Phil Harris As 


| Phil Harris, maestro on the Jack 

Benny show, auditioned last week in 
| California to replace Kay Kyser for 
the summer the latter’s Lucky 


Kay Kyser Sub? 


| Strike-sponsored “Kollege of Musi- | 


wants a long vacation to heip fim 


remain as is, of course, if Harris took 
over. 


nitely known whether he got a pass- 
|ing mark. Neither is the date set 
| for Kyser’s vacation. 


‘CANTOR TO ENCORE ON 
BOND DRIVE INAUGURAL 


Hollywood, April 18. 


his round-the-clock 


performance in Juné, this 


augurate the 5th War Bond Drive. 


| War Bond Drive. 


Eddie Cantor is slated to repeat 
salesmanship 
time 
broadcasting from New York to in- 


of 


cal Knowledge.” Kyser has been ail- | 
ing for the past several months and | 


back to health. His program would | 


Harris was the only one auditioned | 
for the spot, and it’s not yet defi- | 


station’s facilities in acquiring tele- 
vision experience for future use. 
Management of the station is inaug- 
urating an instruction course in the 
fundamentals of television for mem- 
bers of the Chicago Radio Manage- 
ment Club, starting tomorrow (19) 
to continue for several weeks. Pur- 
pose is to give agency radio direc- 
tors a working knowledge of televi- 
sion with an opportunity to whip up 


some experimental shows after they | 
| 


have completed the course. Course 
will be under the supervision of 
Cmer. William C. Eddy, USN. Cmdr. 
Eddy headed B&K television activi- 
ties before switching over to the 
armed forces as a radar expert, hav- 
ing been brought on from New York 
in October 1940. 

Tue Balaban & Katz station has 


in! 


has | 


; been on the air since March 194] 
when it started operating 15-minute. 
daily, five days each week. Despite 
wartime obstacles the station js now 
televising and maintaining pro- 
gram schedule of 1% hours each ;¢ 


Tuesday, Thursday Friday 
nights-and an hour on Wednesday 


afternoons comprising newscasts. j|- 
lustrated lectures, vocal and instru. 
mental numbers, sketches and mini- 
ature musical comedies. Actual op- 
eration of the station is by 10 girls, 
under Miss Carson, assisted by four 
male technicians headed by A. H, 
Brolly, chief engineer. 


PIXLEYS BUY STATION 
WCOL FOR $250,000 


Toledo, April 18. 

Lloyd A. Pixley, Columbus, gen- 
eral manager of the Fort Industry 
Co., Toledo, for the duration 
‘cause of absence of Lt. Comm. 
| (Navy) George B. Storer (prez), and 
iJ. Harold Ryan (v.p.), new presi- 
ident of NAB, will buy WCOL, Co- 
| lumbus, 250-watt Blue Network out- 
let. for $250,000, subject to approval 
of the FCC. Pixley and his wife 
will hola 5i°% of the stock, while his 
| parents, Mr. and Mrs. Milton A. 
| Pixley, will hold the rest. 

| Kenneth B. Johnston, president 
and general manager of WCOL, said 
i he wanted to sell because of the “un- 
{certainty of outlook in radio, due to 
the imminent extension of FM and 
| television seryice.””, plus his desire 
to devote full time to law practice. 


be- 


AVAILABLE 


Agency Producer—Supervisor of Top- 
flight Network Shows—Washington Radio 
Chief—Solid Commercial Experience— 
Outstanding Record—Draft Exempt. 


Write Box 826, Variety, 154 West 46th Street, New 
York 19, N. Y. 


studio organ ever built. 


NATIONALLY KNOWN ORGANIST JOINS WKY STAFF 


Venida Jones, named “Queen of the Console” in a nation- 
wide poll, is well qualified to succeed the accomplished 
predecessors who have presided at WKY’s Kilgen, largest 


Only the best in music, the best in programming, the 
best of everything can meet thy WKY standard. 
why WKY is the best listened-to station In Oklahoma City 
and the best investment for advertisers. 


That's 


Representative: The Katz Agency 


NBC AFFILIATE 


| 
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Bases no oxygen tent, no set of surgical instruments 
in WCCO's studios. “Ether” to WCCO’s listeners means 


the stuff through which radio waves travel. Yet plenty of 


sound medical information goes out over WCCO every 
Saturday morning when Dr. William A. O’Brien broad- 
casts to our neighbors up here in the Northwest. 

As far back as 1928 we sensed an imperative need 
for a radio program that could offer practical medical 
information in everyday language. So, with the blessing 
of Minnesota’s State Medical Association, Dr. O’Brien 
started a series of weekly broadcasts that today have 


become “must” listening for thousands of families. 


. People hereabouts have followed his easy, informal 


words for more than 800 weeks. He’s a household figure 
throughout the Northwest —as his latest CBS Diary 
rating of 12.8 shows. In WCCO’s 129-county primary 
area, 55% of the ava ilable listening audience tunes him 
in at 9:15 a.m. each Saturday. 

Dr. O’Brien’s case history begins and ends‘with good- 


Good Neighbor to the Northwest ‘ 


| 


W 


\ 


\ 


will. Important to public health in normal times, his WCCO 
broadcasts are doubly vital now. They help to “fill in” for 
doctors in the armed forces, and to ease the heavy bur- 
dens of those who remain at home. 

Dr. O’Brien isn’t sponsorable; he sells nothing but the 
idea that health is a precious asset which must be 
guarded carefully. We tell you about him merely as 


another example of:the friendly public service that has 


earned for WCCO the title ‘‘Good Neighbor to the 


Northaest.” 
Being neighborly In a realistic manner is WCCO’s 


first order of business. 


Represented by 


WCC 


MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL 
90,000 Watts - 830 ke 
COLUMBIA OWNED 


Radio Sales, the 
SPOT Broadcasting 


Division of CBS 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Margaret Halligan has resigned as Blue staff scripter to join Foote, Cone 
& Belding to write commercials on American Tobacco account... .Lindsay 
MacHarrie, just returned to Blue production after year and a half with 
Red Cross as public relations director in Great Britain, and Charles War- 
burton producing “My True Story,” sponsored, beginning this week, by 
Libby, McNeill & Libby....Ruth Ray, night receptionist at WOV, crashed 
the august National Academy of Design with a painting for its current 
exhibit—and sold it opening night. 

William F. Faiffanks, formerly with OWI and NBC, and Douglas 
Chandler, formerly with Erwin Wasey and Co., have joined the Compton 
agency, the former as time buyer, latter as a program supervisor....Tom 
Pedlar, formerly with Arthur Kudner agency, last week joined sales staff 
of the New York office of Jyseph H. McGillvra, ad agency for broadcasters 
...-Richard deC. Sanville filling in for Nila Mack on CBS’ “Let’s Pretend” 
during her illness....Doria Folliott now scripting the CBS “Open Door” 
show in place of Sandra Michael, who’s been ordered off show by her 
doctor. Miss Folliott has scripted “Mary Marlin” and “Pepper Young’s 
Family” in the past. 

Larry Hammond back from Mexico....Henry Souvaine to Boston for 
the Metopera broadcast and to see his son, in training at Harvard....Dr. 
Peter Goldmark, CBS tele expert, back in New York after a long spell at 
Harvard....WJZ, N. Y., Victory Troupe to make ninth appearance at 
Manhattan Beach Coast Guard station May 3 in connection with showing 
of Paramount's “The Hitler Gang”....Jean Hersholt brings “Dr, Christian” 
airer back from Coast May 17....Doug Storer, General Amusement exec 


out 


NOT BAD, NOT BAD 


It seems that more people turn to the local 
news and commentator programs on WOR 
every weekday, than to those on any other New 
York station.* Out of the 10 favorites, WOR 
chalked up 5, another major station knocked 
off 2, and the rest of the boys rated 1 each. 
There’s no catch; we purposely left out net- 
work news broadcasts. We wanted the LOCAL 
picture because, essentially, we’re not meant to 
be heard in Valparaiso, Seattle, or Ann Arbor. 


MANUFACTURERS WHO WANT TO SELL NEW YORK 


should know that New Yorkers listen pretty 
exclusively to WOR when it comes to local 
radio programs of ANY kind. Maybe it’s be- 
cause we ve been around so long that we know 
what our neighbors like to hear. Our address 
is WOR, that power-full station, at 1440 Broad- 
way, in New York. . 


*Crossley personal-interviewers dug up this fact. 


who handles Bob Ripley’s MBS show, back from three-week Florida 
sojourn....Chick Vincent has opened new package show office at 509 
Madison ave.....Charles “Bud” Barry, Blue program megr., 1-A. 

Dr. Frank Stanton, CBS v.p., recently put in 1-A by his draft board, 
has been given a 2-A classification....“Buck” Prince, NBC news editor, 
transferred to the night trick this week as part of the net’s pre-invasion 
planning....Harry Conover readying a “cover girl” tele show for DuMont 
and has named Ruth Thorly to head the model agency’s video division as 
coach and caster. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Arden Pangborn, general manager of WGW, Portland, Oregon, in town 
visiting George Jennings, director of the radio council of the Chicago 
Board of Education....Johnny Neblett broadcast his “Open House” pro- 
gram from St. Louis over KWK and the Mutual net Tuesday (18). Neblett, 
who is currently working on 22 Chicago shows a week, got his start on 
KWK....Sangston Hettler, Jr., formerly with Foote, Cone & Belding, has 
been added to the local CBS spot sales staff....Don Roberts, CBS Western 
sales head, recently witnessed a Sinatra broadcast in New York and still 
doesn’t believe it....Although Charlie Garland, WBBM sales manager, 
hasn't been elected congressman yet from his district at Des Plaines, I1., 
his chances are so good that friends are already addressing him as Con- 
gressman Garland around the Wrigley building....Walter Preston, WBBM 
program director, is planning an all-Negro sustaining naval show.... 
Ed Roberts, who succeeded Durward Kirby as announcer on the Quiz Kids 
show, has adopted a boy from the St. Vincent’s Orphanage....Barbara 
Hotchkiss, of the New York Compton agency office, was in town in con- 
nection with the Bess Flynn Crisco show....Print of the M-G short “Pa- 
trolling the Ether” did not arrive for last week's showing at the Graemore 
hotel, but was televised last night (18) over the Zenith Radio Corp. sta- 
tion W9XZV. Cocktails followed the press showing. 


John Barclay has been added to the “Guiding Light” cast in a part 
equally as important as the one written out when Arthur Peterson was 
drafted....Coronet Storyteller, five-times weekly show, is being moved to 
Hollywood and will be aired from there starting April 24. Marvin 
Mueller will continue to star on it. The Coronet “Quick Quiz” Saturday 
night five-minuter will remain here....Bob White, producer-director of 
the Blue’s National Farm and Home Hour, after studying the seed catalogs, 
has decided to plant 80 acres of corn and beans on his farm in St. Clair 
County, Mich., and that’s a lot of succotash....Speaking of crops, William 
Drips, NBC director of agriculture, is making an eight-day tour of the 
South to inspect crop production and farming developments in that region 
....George Gilbert is now assistant night manager for NBC central divi- 
sion....WMAQ observed its 22d anniversary last Thursday (13). 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Having put his house in order for the summer, Y & R's Hub Robinson 
trained back to New York....NBC went through its busiest day last Fri- 
day, with 43 broadcasts, rehearsals, previews and recordings keeping the 
eight stages busy for most of the day and night. Marjorie Moline, of the 
network staff, directed traffic without a bobble....J. Donald Wilson has 
another whodunit series ready to go on CBS under sponsorship of Planters 
Peanuts. It’s dubbed “Adventures of Bill Lance” and title role goes to 
John McIntyre. Wilson's other entry is “The Whistler”....Don Sharpe, 
of the Frank Vincent agency, has two summer shows spinning around the 
agencies. One is the old sleuthie, “Michael Shayne,” and the other a 
comedy turn with Elvia Allman and Arthur Q., Bryan....Phil Harris may 
fall heir to Kay Kyser’s duties for eight weeks this summer when the ol’ 
professor takes his first vacation from the job in six years. With him a 
vacation is entertaining the boys in camps and hospitals....NBC tossed a 
buffet for Jim and Marion Jordan to fete their 10th year on NBC. Well 
wishers who couldn’t show up sent telegrams....Sid Strotz’s industry 
committee topped its Red Cross quota with plenty to spare and doubled 
last year’s....Felix Mills auditioned a new musical format with 60 musi- 
cians and a mixed chorus of 16....“Snow White” is being revived on 
Screen Guild Players April 24 for Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy 
with a novel comedy twist....Milt Samuel’s Blue publicity department 
crowded out of NBC’s Radio City and forced to take shelter in the rear 
studio of a camera shop....Joe Hernandez back on KFWB to re-create the 
easily races on California tracks....Harry Ommerle may hang out his own 
shingle when he washes up with Ruthrauff & Ryan this week. 


BASIC STATION... COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
G. A. Richards, Pres., John F. Patt, Vice Pres. & Gen. Mgr. 


Edward Petry & Co., National Representative 


Atlass Says AFL Wants s 
Petrillo to End WJJD 
Strike, But Men Still Out 


Chicago, April 18. 

Although Ralph Atlass, president 
of WJJD, has been notified by na- 
tional headquarters of the AFL that 
James C. Petrillo will be advised to 
terminate the strike which began last 
Friday (14), Petrillo has not yet 
communicated with the Chicago lo. 
cal and the men still have not re. 
turned to their jobs. Atlass said the 
AFL notification also added that 
Petrillo would be urged to settle any 
differences with the station in a 
hearing before the proper govern. 
mental authorities, probably the 
WLB. 

Situation came about when 10 pan. 
cake turners, members of Petrillo’s 
union, were ordered out after Atlass 
refused the union’s demand for hir- 
ing an additional 10 men, No strike 
threat or vote had been taken by 
the musicians or any complaint re« 
ceived of working conditions, Atlass 
said, the employees acting merely on 
union orders. Phonograph jockeys 
at WJJD receive a minimum of $75 a 
week for a maximum five-hour, five. 
day week and average less than 
seven and half hours per week per 
man, according to Atlass. 


San Antonio.—Lt. Ronald P. Game 
ble, new officer in charge of the ra- 
dio branch of the special information 
office of the San Antonio Air Serv- 
ice Command, Kelly Field, was fore 
merly with WJR, Detroit. 


HERE’S 
YOUR RADIO 
CAREER 


More lucrative than the stage, more fas- 
cinating than the screen, is your career 
as radio artist or commentator, script 
writer or emcee, 


How to rise to radio stardom is one 
thing; how to stay there is anotlier. 
There are no clacques in the 
audience,” fan mail alone is fractional 
and on the surface. The radio audience 
has been a mystery, but now at last this 
mystery Is solved. 


“unseen 


RADIO AUDIENCE MEASUREMENT 
tells ‘“‘who listens to what program and 


why.” Its 15 tables, 43 charts and 246 
pages of text hold the explanation of the 
many careers of radio personalities If 
radio is your chosen career you need 
this text-bobok. 

No authors are better known fn their re- 
spective fields than Mr. Hooper, a pioneet 
in practical measurement of radio audi- 
ences, and Dr. Chappell, former psy- 
chology professor at (Columbia University 
and international authority on the cone 
trol of behavior through mass media 


Five Days’ Free Examination 


Examine “RADIO AUDIENCE MEA- 
SUREMENT” for 6 days. If you don't 
agree that it gives you a new, vital, prac- 
tical insight into radio, return the book 
unharmed, and your deposit will be cheer- 
fully refunded. Clip coupon NOW—mail 
to: Stephen Daye, Inec., Publishers, 48 


East 43rd St., New York 17, N. Y. 


T Stephen Daye, tne. (Dept. V4) 


48 E. 43rd St., New York 17, N. Y. | 
Send me “RADIO AUDIENCE MPASURE 
a MENT’ by Chappell & Hoope: I enclose 
check or money order for $2.50. You agree §f 
F to refund this deposit in full if Lf return book ry 
unharmed within 5 days 
' City eevee (ZONe No. if any...- | 
state 


© (in New York City, please add 4c Sales Tax) 
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GUEST STARS 


Brian Aherne 
Andrews Sisters 


Mildred Bailey 
Benny Baker 

Phil Baker 
Lucille Ball 
Tallulah Bankhead 
Binnie Barnes 
Diana Barrymore 
Ralph Bellamy 
Robert Benchley 
William Bendix 
Constance Bennett 
Milton Berle 

Al Bernie 

Joan Blondell 
Eric Blore 
Shirley Booth 


- Victor Borge 


Connee Boswell 
Horace Braham 
Carol Bruce 
Virginia Bruce 
Billie Burke 
Johnny Burke 
Burns and Allen 
Charles Butterworth 
Jeanne Cagney 
Joseph Calleia 
Canay Sextette 
Eddie Cantor 
Harry Carey 
Madeleine Carroll 
Chase 
Ina Claire 
Jeanne Collins 
Jerry Colonna 
Jerry Cooper 
Jane Cowl 
Laird Crear 
Xavier Cugat 
Double Daters 
Bette Davis 
Marlene Dietrich 
Brian Donlevy 
Tommy Dorsey 
Morton Downey 
Jack Durant 
Joan Edwards 
Ralph Edwards 
Florence Eldridge 
Skinnay Ennis 
Maurice Evans 
Frank Fay 
Joan Fontaine 
Preston Foster 
Kay Francis 
Jane Froman 
Reginald Gardiner 
Gardner 
John Garfield 
Elwood Gary 
William Gaxton 
Dorothy Gish 
Lillian Gish 


and the Sponsors of 


“On the 


(Broadcast Over CBS Fridays, 10:30 to 11 P.M., EWT) 


Again gratefully acknowledge the continued generous cooper- 
ation of all those who have participated in making this pro- 
gram so popular—both with men in service and their folks at home 


Benny Goodman 
Bert Gordon 
Igor Gorin 
Eddie Green 
Tito Guizar 
Edmund Gwenn 


Connie Haines 
Walter Hampden 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
Pat Harrington 
Teddy Hart 

Helen Hayes 

Dick Haymes 

Jean Hersholt 
Hildegarde 
Hi-Lo-Jack and The Dame 
Lou Holtz 

Bob Hope 

Miriam Hopkins 
Edward Everett Horton 
Willie Howard 
Marion Hutton 
Frankie Hyers 
Helen Jepson 
George Jessel 

Al Jolson 

Allan Jones 
Beatrice Kay 

Gene Kelly 

Patsy Kelly 

Pert Kelton 

Guy Kibbee 

Kay Kyser 

Hank Ladd 

Bert Lahr 

Olyn Landick 
Carole Landis 
Charles Laughton 
Paula Laurence 
Gertrude Lawrence 
Majorie Lawrence 
Gypsy Rose Lee 
Jerry Lester 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Howard Lindsay 
Ella Logan 

Peter Lorre 

Anita Louise 
Andy Love Quartette 
Paul Lukas 
Jeanette MacDonald 
Fredric March 
Margo 

Herbert Marshall 
Mary Martin 
Giovanni Martinelli 
Chucho Martinez 
Nino Martini 
Chico Marx 

Ilona Massey 

Elsa Maxwell 
Lauritz Melchior 
James Melson 
Adolphe Menjou 
Helen Menken 
Yehudi Menuhin 
Una Merkel 

Ethel Merman 
Merry Macs 


Glenn Miller Singers 
Lucy Monroe 
Grace Moore 
Victor Moore 
Claudia Morgan 
Michele Morgan 
Zero Mostel 
Allan Mowbray 
jan Murray 
Anne Nagel 
Anna Neagle 
Gertrude Niesen 
Merle Oberon 
Helen O’Connell 
Walter O'Keefe 
Maureen O'Sullivan 
Frank Parker 
Parkyarkarkus 
Louella Parsons 
Gail Patrick 
Jack Pearl 

jan Peerce 
Minerva Pious 
Zasu Pitts 

Nan Rae 
Gregory Ratoff 


Captain Gene Raymond 


Irene Rich 
Paul Robeson 
Bill Robinson 
Lina Romay 
Maxie Rosenblum 
Lt. Lanny Ross 
Ann Rutherford 
Jimmy Savo 
Bidu Sayao 
Scott 

erb Shriner 
Ginny Simms 
Frank Sinaira 
Cornelia O. Skinner 
Smith and Dale 
Jack Ward Smith 
Kenneth Spencer 
Lionel Stander 
Arnold Stang 
Anna Sten 
Rise Stevens 
Dorothy Stickney 
Colonel Stoopnagle 
Stroud Twins 
Gloria Swanson 
Gladys Swarthout 
Akim Tamiroff 
Veree Teasdale 
Alex Templeton 
Lawrence Tibbett 
Franchot Tone 
Arthur Treacher 
Sophie Tucker 
Bea Wain 
Cheryl Walker 
Mary Jane Walsh 
Mrs. Waterfall 
Ethel Waters 
Jerry Wayne 
Robert Weede 
Orson Welles 


Bert Wheeler 


Dame May Whitty 
Jane Withers 
Anna May Wong 
Barry Wood 
Peggy Wood 
Monty Woolley 
Ed Wynn 

Nan Wynn 
Roland Young 
Henny Youngman 
Yvette 

Vera Zorina 


ORGANIZATIONS 


AFRA 
Emily Holt 
George Heller 


Actors Equity 

Screen Actors Guild 
AGMA 

AGVA 

A. F. of M. 

Tom Malone and staff 


REPRESENTATIVES 


Arthur Ashley 


Walter Batchelor 

Herman Bernie, Inc. 

Ted Collins 

Columbia Concerts, Inc. 

Frank Cooper 

Consolidated Radio 
Artists, Inc. 

Mack Davis 

Dolan and Doane 

Bernie Foyer 

Frederick Brothers 

Gale, Ine. 

General Amusement Corp. 

William Gernannt Co. 

Hal Hackett 

Mark Hanna 

Leland Hayward, Inc. 

Constance Hope Associates 

Edith Hophan 

Bill Joyce 

Judson Concerts Bureau 

Dick Lamarr 

Paul Lewis 

A. and S. Lyons, Ine. 

William McCaffrey 

Bart McHugh 

A. T. Michaud 

William Morris Agency 

Bill Murray 

Music Corp. of America 

National Concert and 
Artists Corp. 

National Radio Artists 

Leon Newman 

Del Peters 

Popular Concerts Guild 

Bruce Powell 

Saul Reiss 

Wynn Rocamora 


Produced by C. L. MILLER COMPANY for 


CORN PRODUCTS REFINING COMPANY 


One of the Producers of Dextrose 


The American Theatre Wing 


TAGE DOOR CANTEEN 


Herb Rosenthal 

James Saphier 

Bernard Schubert 

Myron Selznick, Ltd., of N. ¥. 
Louis Shurr 

Henry Souvaine, Inc. 

Larry White 

Wolf Associates, Inc. 

Nat Wolff 

Jules Ziegier 


“ANGELS” 


Maxwell Anderson 
Joan Blondell 
Governor J. Bricker 
Katharine Cornell 
Frank Crowninshield 
Howard Dietz 

Irene Dunne 


James Farley 

Vinton Freedley 

Rube Goldberg 

Gen. Edmond B. Gregory 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2nd 
Hedda Hopper 

Herbert Hoover 

Fannie Hurst 

George S. Kaufmann 
Mayor F. H. LaGuardia 
Governor Herbert Lehman 
Sol Lesser 

Lieut. John B. Lodge 
Colonel Ben Lyon 

Paul V. McNutt 

Lt. Com. Robert Montgomery 
Pat O’Brien 

Cdr. J. N. Opie 

Brock Pemberton 
General Phillipson 
Grantland Rice 

Richard Rodgers 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Mayor Angelo Rossi 

Gov. Leverett P. Saltonstall 
Alfred E. Smith 

Lieut. I. J. Stickney 
General del Valle 

Wendell Willkie 

Dr. Lin Yutang 


% PROGRAM STAFF 


Roger White, Producer 


Frank Wilson! . 

Bob Marko Writers 

Bert Lytell, Officer of the Day 
Raymond Paige and Orchestra 
Bill Harding, Production 
Frank Protzmann, Engineer 
Jack Amrhein, Sound Man 
Clayton Collyer, Announcen 


Helen Menken, Chairman 
Radio Committee 
American Theatre Wing 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 19, 1914 


“THREE OF A KIND" 
With Bert Lahr, Uka Chase, Basil | 
Rathbone, Hanley Stafford, Wilbur | 
orch. 
Comedy 
Writer-Director: Phil Rapp 
Sustaining 
Thurs., 9 p. m., 30 Mins. 
KNA-CBS, Coast 
For a Coast has 
tossed in a heap of to, 
expose Phil Rapp’s “whopping new 
comedy idea” o clients who don't} 
mind paving $14,000 for a package. } 
That's the price tag in season, but] 
for the 13-week warmup the tab| 
runs closer to $6,000. It was put to-| 
get ostensibly for Campbell soup } 
and the first platter is off to Cam- 
den 


CBS 


tender 


sustainer, 


legal 


vethe) 


Rapp might have been inspired | 
by “Lady in the Dark” in typing out | 
this wacky bit of psychiatry, but} 


more germane to the farcical goings- | 
on would be the sub-title, “Fun in | 
a Doctor’s Office.” The story line is | 
this: two quack psychiatrists ‘Bert 
Lahr and Hanley Stafford) set up an 
estab to relieve patients of their psy- 
chosis and bankroll. Ilka Chase was 
the nurse-accomplice and first vic- 
tim Basil Rathbone, who had the 
convenient affliction of body frigid- 
itv whenever he removes the $10,000 
in bills glued to his undershirt. It’s 
up to the pseudo-psychos to make off 
with the lettuce sheaf. 

What may have looked promising 


on paper failed to come off in the | 
enactment. Rathbone was forced to | 
affect an even thicker British 


ac- 
cent and Lahr played along in kind | 
for the laughs that dribbled rather | 
than rolled. Miss Chase was tossed | 
a few flip lines and Stafford handled | 
plot connectives. Music of 


20-piece crew 
tinkling notes. 
had the 


bur Hatch’s 
wasted on a few 
Advance publicity 


tied in 

OWI. but due to off-timing only one | 
pitch was made for War Bonds 

Windup was so speeded up that the 
payofl fizzled and none was aware | 


vhethe not Rathbone 


Ol 


| fleeced of his dough. 


All stations along the network are 
offered the series, but due to the late 
hour of airing it is doubtful that the 
east will ever get wind of it. After 
a few weeks of feeling his way, 
Rapp should iron out the bugs and 
sailing smoothly. He knows 
as well as anyone in the biz 


get it 


comedy 


and the results of his doctoring 
should be evident in subsequent epi- 
sodes Helm. 
“TILL WE MEET AGAIN” 
Dramatization 

15 Mins. 
Monday, 3:45 p. m. 

Sustaining 


WCAL, Philly 

This show started out as a tleup 
with RKO’s “Tender Comrade,” and 
looks like a permanent feature on 
this station. It’s an ingenious idea 
and has lots of listener appeal. It 
involves the reading of letters from 
servicemen to their families, submit- 
ted by listeners. Persons receiving 
letters chosen are interviewed on 
the program with corsage of posies 
and $5 worth of war stamps given as 
prize. Mark Gregory, staff an- 
nouncer, puts lots of punch in read- 
ing the missives. A little too much 
chit-chat with interviewees slowed 
down things somewhat. 
# Joe Gottlieb, WCAU production 
head, gets producer credits. Shal. 


series | 


was | 


i} small cast. 


was | “ESCAPE FROM LAUGHTER” 
With McKay Morris, Joe Bradley, | 


ete. 


with the Treasury Dept. and | Writer: Alan Fishburn 


30 Mins.; Mondays, 11:50-12 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

Out of Chicago 
NRC's “Escape.” In th 


ind a chapter it 


Mstance a 


| thin script and a walk-through for a 
NBC has been playing | 


around with series such as these for 
a long time and it was from 
11:50 p.m. crop “Words at War” 
born. 
A 


Was 


twist to this “Escape from 


and pretty active in these hop. skip 
and jump playlets out of the Loop. 
But Joe Bradley is in the pitcher's 
box this time. Take a peek behind 
that “Joe” and for all the tea in 
China this is “Curly-Slow Ballad- 
Cottonseed Let's Go"-Bradley. He's 
been around Chicago since Mrs. 
Murphy’s cow missed Ransom Sher- 
man and got the lantern instead. 
When “Club Matinee” was matince- 
ing, Bradley's ballads were slower 
than Warneke’s change of pace, giv- 


time to rest up for the daily closing 
one-mile relay. Bradley not only 
went through the Sherman-Moore 
regimes on “Matinee” but also must 
have worn out a dozén sound-effect 
records on “Road to Danger.” After 
you've 11:30’d as much as Bradley 
you probably have to have back- 
ground music for that half-hour 


this | 


Laughter” episode is that its author 

Alan Fishburn, is director of the | 
“Abe Lincoln's Story” show. while 
McKay Morris plays “Lincoln” on 
that program. So here thev both 
sauntered over from Mutual for 
NBC. Morris is a former legit actor 


ing both Sherman and Garry Moore | 


every evening. 


he could sing a nice song if he'd shitt 
vears, 

“Escape from Laughter” was just 
a war story of the undersized boy 
afraid of ridicule. His pilot finally 
straightens him out, the girl is wait- 
ing, and the program is waiting for 
the next series. It’s been on some 
|} weeks and can go through as a sum- 


' mer filler. Sid, 
“THE FALSTAFF SHOW” 
With Alan Reed, Evelyn Knight, 


John Gart Trio 
Writer: Don Johnson 
Producer: Victor Seydel 
| 15 Mins., Mon., Wed., Fri., 10:00-10:15 
p.m. CWT 
| FALSTAFF BREWING CO. 
WOW-Blue, Omaha 
(Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample) 
| 


Popularity of this show will de- 
; pend on Alan Reed, its central char- 
;acter. In short, it amounts to an 
/expansion of the same type of stuif 
/he has been doing on the Fred Allen 
| programs, aided materially by an ex- 
cellent musical combination of vio- 
lin, harp and Hammond organ in the 
John Gart Trio. Eormat is simple 
and is mostly Reed with poems of all 
sorts, the long explanation gag and 
a corny Falstaffian melodrama based 
on “Mairzy Doats,” which is the 
weakest part of the otherwise smooth 
scripting by Don Johnson. 

Reed, of course, is excellent in his 
line, and the John Gart Trio, accom- 
panying Evelyn Knight as she sang 
“Shoo, Shoo Baby” and in their own 
| Spot doing “Cincha,”’ are a decided 


have the 


Look to WFBR for the listeners you want! The solid, 


substantial Baltimore 


families... the people who 


have made WEBR a daily listening habit for over 
twenty-two years. Today, there are over a million 
people in Baltimore .. . and they spend four hundred 
million dollars annually! 


PROGRAMS DID IT! 
We've built a loyal family of radio listeners dur- 
ing the twenty-two years we've been on the air... 
built it with programs Baltimoreans like best. In 
addition to airing all top-notch programs of the fast- 
growing Mutual Network, WFBR-produced shows 
have been longtime favorites;“Morning in Maryland,” 
On the air six times a week for over six years; ‘Club 
1300,” six times a week for over four years; “Quiz of 


Two Cities,” a half-hour weekly for over 350 con- 
secutive weeks; and the’ Tune Shop,” which increased 
WFBR’s afternoon listening audience over 50% in three 
months, Shows like these give W FBR the audience! 


ADVERTISERS KNOW ITI 


Many advertisers have capitalized on the reliability 
of the WFBR audience. One advertiser has been, 


on the station thirteen years; 
one, for ten years; three have 


one, for eleven years; 
been on eight years! 


Such longtime records of radio-wise advertisers 


prove our poiat, 


The facts add up to one [mportant conclusion for 
radio buyers... if you want the audience in Balti 
more, WFBR is the station that can deliver it! 


* ANOTHER GOOD REASON WHY Wk B R IS YOUR BEST BALTIMORE BUY! 


RADIO CENTRE, BALTIMORE-2, MARYLAND @ NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE: JOHN BLAIR & CO, 


But is now 
“Joe” and he’s quit singing o’ nights. 
Which is something of a shame, for 


asset with cleverly played instr. 
mentations. Commercials are 
handled by Dan Seymour, and Vieto~ 
Seydel has kept the show movins 
wih a knowing hand. Program .; 
piped out of, N. Y., though with ». 
N. Y. outlet, with Reed, of course 
continuing on the Allen show 


Morg, 
“WORLD OF SONG” 
With Leonard Warren, Frances 
Greer, Milton Cross, Wilfred 


Pelletier orch. 
Producer: William Livingston 
Writer: Bob Smith 
30 Mins., Sunday, 4:30 p. m. 
SHERWIN-WILLIAMS 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Warwick & Legler) 

Carry-over for sponsor's standard 
“Met Auditions of the Air” misses 
the boat because of injudicious chan- 
neling of talent. In former years 
sponsor went off the air for the sum. 
mer, but this year, following the pat. 


tern of many sponsors, who are 
giowing increasingly reluctant to re- 
linquish their hold on their audi- 


ences, the paint outfit is attempting 
to bridge the summer gap by re- 
prising the winners of the earlier 
“Auditions.” Basic idea of carrying 
over an audience is sound, but new 
format looms as possible factor in 
losing regular listeners who are 
geared for presentation along the 
operatic plane rather than the pas- 


tel offering of the® lighter semi- 
Classics now being purveyed, 
It's a definite waste of talent to 


submerge the vocal abilities of sing- 

ers like Leonard Warren, winner in 

the 1938 “Auditions.” and Frances 

Greer, *41 winner, beneath the froth 

of “Song of the Musketeers,” “One 

Night of Love” and an “Okla®Oma” 

medley. Not that these songs are 

not worthy, bui they allow fair 
play for the capabilities of such 
trained singers. Two singers in ques- 
tion sounded no different than any 
number of their Jess gifted col- 
leagues on the ether in their treai- 
ment of the songs in spite of their 
known vocal achievements. 
Commercial copy on the stanza 
was relatively short and well-writ- 

ten, and was ably handled by Mil- 

ton Cross. Turo. 

“TRANSATLANTIC QUIZ” 

With Russel Crouse, Christopher 
Morley, Alistaire Cooke, Ronny 
Waldman, Col, David Niven, Prof, 

D. W. Brogan, Don Heyworth 

15 Mins.; Sat., 1:15-1:30 p. m. 


Sustaining 
Blue-BBC, New York 

If the initial program is any cri- 
terion, the Blue Network and BBC 


have a click transoceanic program on 
their hands. On the teeoff Saturday 
(15) “Transatlantic Quiz” was a 
punchy 15 minutes of spontaneity 
which combined adult entertainment 


with more significant overtones of 
dovetailing Anglo-American humor. 


Just as the recent “Arsenic and Old 
Lace” exchange over the 3,000 miles 
of water between the Broadway and 
Piccadilly companies pointed up the 
potentialities for spotting stars 
around the world for a_ broadcast 
performance, the new transatlantic 
version of “Info Please” portends 
an equally significant post-war tren, 

Program spots Buck Crouse, Chris- 
topher Morley and Alistaire Cooke; 
latter as quizmaster, on this end, 
with Col. David Niven (ex-Holly- 
wood), now in the British army; 
Prof. Dennis Brogan, Briton’s fac- 
simile of John Kieran, and Ronny 
Waldman from London. Latter 
subbed on the first program for quiz- 
master Lionel Hale, bedded wit 
mumps. 

For purpose of security, programs 
are first transcribed, subject to War 
Dept. censorship. Saturday’s q. and 
a. stance however, was geared strict- 
ly in a light-humored vein, wit! 
Crouse and Morley easily out in front 
on the uptake. 

BBC will send out the transcribed 
program to the Near East, Africa and 


other fighting fronts. Rose 
THE CATHOLIC HOUR 

(“Letter to Jackie’) 

Cast: Lon Clarke, Jackson Beck, 


Owen Jordan, Floyd Buckley, Do- 
lores Gillen, Myron McCormack, 
Barry Kroger (narrator) 
Writer: Rev. Timothy Mulvey 
Director: Herbert Rice 
Music: Leo Kempinski 
and composer) 
30 Mins.; Sunday, 6 p. m. 
Sustaining 
WEAF-NBC, New York ; 
First in a new series of dramatic 
productions marking revised format 
on the “Catholic Hour” earned 3 
place Sunday (16) among the best 
things of this kind ever to hit 
airlanes. Father Mulvey’s sc! 
Herbert Rice’s direction, the moving 
(Continued on page 34) 


(conductor 


mt, 


AND HIS 
ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 


Personal Management 


ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 


Direction: William Morris Agcy. 
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Campus Thesps Borrow GE Video 
Facilities for Drama Experiments 


Schenectady, April 18. 


Appearance Sunday night (16) | Mull Dick Tracy’ For 


Yale drama students in a television 


one-actor, “Where There’s a Will 
——.,.” for GE’s video outlet, WRGB, 
points up increased activities in this 
new medium by eastern schools. 
Classes from Russell Sage Women’s 
College, Troy, and the Feagin School 
of the Drama, N. Y., also have done | 
experimental tele plays from GE's 
studios. 

Troupe from New Haven under 
the direction of Edward C. Cole in- 
cluded three girls and a male for 
presentation of the play authored 
by Ira Richards, former Yale drama 
student. Russell Sagers earlier tele- 
vised “Taming of the Shrew,” “Alice 
In Wonderland” and a Noel Coward 
short from “Tonight At 8:30.” Feagin 
school thesps put on J. B. Priestley’s 
“Time and the Conways” some time 
ago. 


Bill Slater Vice Schacht 
On WINS Mound Spiels 


Bill Slater, recently retired from 
the Army, where he served as a 
Special Services Lt.-Col., bowed in 
over WINS, N. Y., Monday (17), as 
running mate for Don Dunphy on 
the Gillette baseball series present- 
ing home games of the New York 
Yankees and Giants. He replaces Al 
Schacht, “Clown Prince of Base- 
ball,” originally named to work with 
Dunphy. 

Schacht pulled out of the assign- 
ment after airing a few exhibition 
games feeling that broadcasting was 
not well-suited to his type of com- 
eay. 


Slater’s first assignment was from | 
| compeution in 


West Point, N. Y., where he worked 
the Giants-Cadets exhibition game 
He and Dunphy then moved into 
regular league games with season's 
official opening yesterday (18). 


| Company currently sponsors 


Fall Vitamin Series °° Artists, New York agency. 


“Carmichael's 
Inn,” show is being dangled before 


Sweets, Inc., manufacturers of 
Tootsie Rolls, which has a new vita- 
min drink, is mulling possible spon- 
sorship next fall of the “Dick Tracy” 
serial on the Blue on a five-times- 
a-week basis to plug the product. | 
“Tracy 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
but may bow off for the summer 
prior to launching the vitamin prod- 
uct campaign. 

Ward’s Tip Top Bread meanwhile 
is taking over sponsorship of the 
Tuesday and Thursday segments of 
the serial on WJZ, Iv. Y., and WENR, 
Chi. 


‘CUZZIN ARCHIE’ SUIT 
BUZZIN’ VS. COLUMBIA 


Hollywood, April 18. 

Archie W. “Cuzzin Archie” 
writer and producer of the “What's 
radio shows, start- 


Buzzin’ Cuzzin’”’ 
ed a $75,000 damage suit against 
Columbia Pictures Corp., claiming 
they stole his radio idea for their 
picture of the same name. 


Hall said he wrote, produced and | 


starred in the series of airrers broad- 
cast over KMPC from 1940 to 1942 
and that Columbia sought to capital- 
ize on the show by making a film 
with the same title without his con- 
sent. 


Metro Tele Station 
For Midwest Denied 


Chicago, April 18. 
Report that Metro is lining up a 
television 
the m idwe st are: 
| based upon the compar 


Hall, | 


station here for future} 


ise of the! 


| Zenith Corp.'s station WOXZV. is un- | 


founded, says W. G. Bishop, 
western exploitation manager. 


M-G | 


Hoagy Carmichael Show, 
‘Stardust Inn,’ on Market 


As Summer Replacement 


Hoagy Carmichael is extending his 
into the 
of radio via a musical program be- 


ing packaged by Consolidated Ra- 


activities production end | 


AT&T, Spending $2,000,000 to Test 
Tele Relays, Still Likes Co-Axial 


@ Recently announced $2,000,000 
Y. and 
Telephone & 


radio relay test between N. 
Boston by American 


Cashman Heads F-C-B 


Titled 


several agencies 
placement unit. 
Howard Carrawa 
scripting, with ] 
production end. 


Format calls for a name band, a | 


w.k. comedian and 
with Carmichael 
woven 
though not to the 
compositions. 


Composer, who 


a collaboration stint 
with Johnny Mercer, has dabbled in 
radio hitherto only as a guestar, ap- 
pearing on the “Fitch Band Wagon,” 
Basin Street” and with Bing Crosby 


and Kate Smith. 


Understood “Stardust” 
c-1ly turned down an offer of $2,500 
per for a New York theatre engage- 


ment. 


into the musical 


Telegraph looms as a showdown be- 


Radio Office on Coast tween AT&T and General Electric 


Hollywood, April 18. 


Stardust 
and Radio Corp. of America on tele- 
as a summer re- a a pgp arrived fr we} y ision transmi ssion, according to 
Hi Cooper andj| the east to look over shows ana) 1 ode reports. GE and RCA recent ly 
are doing the! talent for Foote, Cone & Belding. | 
atter also in on/|remains to head the Hollywood | caver of reli 
sadio office, He formerly produced| previously always 
program has leaned towards the co-axial cable 
television shows. And, while not ad- 
mitting it officially, the film industry 
Don Belding has been handling the has ms chips down on AT&T and its 
firm's radio activities since the de- co-axial cable method, realizing what 
parture of Viek Knight. it will mean for theatre showing of 
television. Picture officials feel that 


the cable method means a network 
CBS Budgets $78 000 for theatres which can’t be tapped 
b 
To Phil Rapp Sustainer 


a vocal ensemble, 
numbers _ being 
score, 
exclusion of other 


recently finished 
in Hollywood 


writer re- 


‘BANDWAGON’ SINGERS 


Due to the inability of the Fitch | 
Bandwagon to obtain enough of the. 


better bands to mz 


musical policy, the idea of using out-| 
standing vocal personalities on the| 
such as last 
Frank Sinatra date and 


show, 


Smith appearance 
will be repeated a 
Program 


cago area soon and then to the Coast 
and will repeat the vocal 
often as possible with whatever per- | 


sonalities that can 
Sinatra’s work 
accompanied by a 


ducted by Axel 
ranger. Miss Sr 
guested, used Ja 
band, for years a { 


Snows, 


moves west into the Chi-| 


any more than radio programs, sent 
over cables, are today. 

The N. Y.-to-Boston radio relay 

. test is a realistic attempt to try out 

As Opposish to Benny for the first time the commercial 

feasibility of this means of television 

Indicative of a trend at CBS is its| transmission. Understood that the 

$6,000 commitment for a 13-week telephone company officials secretly 

inant with the Pail Ra sii burned when GE bluntly announced 

Wi PP that the radio relay method would 

as a sustainer, unléss bought in the| pe “the medium” for handling tele- 

The package, scripted! casting after the war, coupling this 

with a back-handed retort about the 

| Lahr, Reggie Gardner, Hanley Staf-| Unfeasibility of co-axial cable trans- 

ford, and a guest. Herbert Marshal]; ™!Ssion, 

pn er Oe oe was the first guester on its debut | With this in mind, AT&T toppers 

zintain its standard | last Thursday (13) (reviewed in this| decided it was high time to test 

issue). Incidentally, the premiere | whether the radio relay system could 

show had Ilka Chase subbing for| be used commercially over a distance, 

Gardner, due to the Jatter’s lateness | since nobody had actually tried it. 

in returning to Hollywood. 

Show eventually is primed for the} 

7 p.m. Sunday slot on CBS opposite | 

Jack Benny. 


Sunday's (16) 
the Kate 
two weeks before, | 
s often as possible. | 


20th-Fox Pacts WMCA 
Newscast for 52 Weeks 


Departing from usual spot ad 
technique, 20ith-Fox assumed spon- 
sorship on a 52-week basis of the 


shows as 


ROD CUPP SWITCHES TO KMBC 


be bought. | 


past Sunday was| Kansas City, April 18. | across-the-board WMCA, N. Y., 15- 
studio band con-| Rod Cupp, production manager | minute news roundup, “The World's 
Stordahl, his ar-|and for seven years associated with | Front Page,” on Monday (17), 6:30- 
mith, when she) WLS of Chicago, is resigning that} 6:45 p.m. Session features pickups 
ck Miller's radio} position to assume the duties May 1| from important overseas points of 


the c@rrespondents of the Christian 


fixture on her own]! as program director of KMBC, Kan- 
Science Monitor. 


|sas City. 


starting anew 
in Hollywood 


Dancer Fitzgerald & Sample 
Leo Burnett Company, Inc. 
Aubrey Moore & Wallace, Inc. 
Sherman & Marquette, Inc. 
Henri Hurst & McDonald 
Needham Louis & Brorby, Inc. 
Campbell-Ewald Co. 

E. H. Brown Adv. Agency 
MacFarland Aveyard & Co. 


“thanks Chicago” 


Frederic Ziv Co. 


Ma rVvin Muell = fl , in leaving Chicago for Hollywood, 


after 5 successful and busy years, 
on numerous programs and shows 


agencies for their splendid cooperation and consideration: 


Russel M. Seeds Co. 

J. Walter Thompson Co. 
Wallace-Ferry-Hanly Co. 
Hill Blackett 
Compton Adv., Inc. 
McCann-Erickson, Inc. 
Sherman K. Ellis & Co., Inc. 
Ivan Hill 
Maxon, Inc. 
Richard Bradley and Associates 


CORONET STORYTELLER 


April 24th 


Show Moving to Hollywood 


London Chicago 


Management 
MCA ARTISTS, LTD., Affiliate of 
MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


Sen Francisco 


acling, announcing and narrating 


extends his thanks to the following 


Schwimmer & Scott 
H. W. Kastor & Sons Advertising Co. 
Foote Cone & Belding 
Carl Wester Co. 
Benton & Bowles 
McJunkin Adv. Co. 
N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc. 
Weiss & Geller, Inc. 
The W. E. Long Co. 


Ruthrouff & Ryan, Inc. 
Arthur Meyerhoff & Co. 
Knox Reeves 
Grant Advertising, Inc. 

Wade Adv. Agency 
Roche Williams & Cunnyngham, inc. 
Beaumont & Hohman 
Earle Ludgin & Co. 

C. L. Miller Co. 

Craig Dennison 


DREFT STAR PLAYHOUSE 


April 25th 


RED SKELTON SHOW 


May 5th 


Beverly Hills - Cleveland - Dellas 
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‘The Moor’ Fights Fascism 


oO nost eloquent, iorcei ppeals yet eard oO the a mn 
i ot Lor i ( ne ) 
in de mn of fascist } ) the orld and ¢ the ome 
Ca fron ho Dusine (16) i Robeso: 
currently starring in the Broadway production of “Othello” as the 
No is interviewed by W S. Guilmore ove WHN (N.Y.). 
Bi i eC With the celebrati 1 tobeson’s 46th bit thd; 
brought forth the wish from the commentator that the peoples of the 
United Siates could give the star a memorable birthday gift by aboli- 
tion of the poll tax in the passage of the bill currently before Congress. 

{oOHesor appearance on t program once more pointed up the 
manner in which the Negro star has utilized the vast audience created 
by his outstanding artistic ability to further the fight for a real democ- 
racy based on the Four Fieedoms and the principles of the Teheran 
conference 

Robeson, always outstanding in taking up the cudgels on behalf of 
his people and other minority groups, emphasized that the fight is not 


that it 
fascism is 


Rose. 


waged nation: 


must be a united fight of 


one that can be alone by any o people or 


all the freedom-loving people if 


wiped from the face of the earth 


Television Reviews 


“SIDE SHOW" 


| With Ringling Bros.. Barnum & Bai- 


ley Performers 


| Producer: Tony Leader 
| Technical Director: Ed Wilbur 
Cameras: E. W. Stolzenberger 


20 Mins.; Sat. (15), 6:50. p.m, 


| Sustaining 
| WNBT-NBC, New York 
First of a series of three Saturday 
afternoon video show emanating 
from Madison Square Garden, N. Y., 
ind the first live production since 
NBC dedicated its reopencd tele stu- 
dios in Radio City earlier in the 
week, this one, put on in cooperation 
with the Ringling Bros.. Barnum & 
Zailey management. was primarily 


operation 
put on a program over the GE tele- 
Visiotr 


preceded by films. 


American Mag’s Video Philly Airer Thinks 
| About G.I, Wives 


Philadelphia, April 18. 


Shot at Schenectady 


Schenectady, April 18. | 
American .Magazine, in Cco- | 
with staff of WRGB. will | 


A show aimed at the problems 
servicemen’s wives will bow 
WCAU beginning April 20. 

The tag will be “G-I Wife” a 
feature Army and Navy 
wives of men in service, R 


The 


station, Thursday night (20).! will 


It will feature Dr. George T. Pen- 


sonnel, 


i Variety mugg in Philly. 


of} 
on 


} 
;siae Snow, 


nd 


per- | 
| 


ed | 


ner, news analyst; Muriel Stafford.| Cross officials and the like. Semi- 
mystery writer, and Reamer Keller! dramatic in character, it was con- 
and Gurney Williams, cartoonist. | ceived and written by Si Shaltz, 

Hour show at 9 o'clock will be, Philly Record assistant city ed and) 


Kansas Cit 


IT’S RAINING RESULTS in Kansas City for WHB ad- 
vertisers. "Phone us for availabilities if you're considering 


spot programs or announcements in this booming mark 


of Kansas. For availabilities, call 


DON DAVIS 
KANSAS CITY — Scarritt Building ~— HArrison 1161 
NEW YORK CITY—507 Fifth Avenue—VAnderbilt 6-2550 
\ CHICAGO — 333 North Michigan Blvd. — CENtral 7980 
\ HOLLYWOOD—5855 Hollywood Bivd.—HOllywood 6211 ry 


et. 


“Your Mutual Friend” is Kansas City's Dominant Daytime 
Station...delivering the “most listeners per dollar” through- 
out the western half of Missouri and the eastern third 


KEY STATION for the KANSAS STATE NETWORK 


| neither replica of stage, 
| studio presentation. 
j}ture the 
tense of witnessing a 
cus, the video medium will have to 
| capture 
the smell of the sawdust. the call of | 
the peanut 


| DuMont 


| have to be 
| ence’s 
| minutes of a style show blurred by 


i scribing to 
and, of 


WHB 


Kansas City * Wichita Salina Greot Bend Emporia 
Missouri Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas 

MONTHS: JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 1944—KANSAS CITY 

| 
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HOOPER STATION LISTENING INDEX 


TOTAL COINCIDENTAL CALLS — THIS PERIOD 14,483 


MORNING 
Station | Station | Station | Station Station 
INDEX 
sizam. | 68 | 7.1 | 31.7 | 16.4 | 28.4 | 
Stetion Station | Station | Station WHB Station. 
| izsem [13-2] 6.8 | 21.7 | 32.9 | 22-5 | 


geared for moppet appeal. 

ing the circus into the home 
in itself, a distinct innovation in the 
video realm, and as NBC has 
taken a forward step in experiment- 
ing with tele ideas. But it will re- 
main for the succeeding two per- 
formances to illustrate just how suc- 
cessfully. if at all, the broad, kaleido- 
scopic pattern of circus life can be 


such 


| televised, 


This one. as the title implied, made 
no pretense of being anything but a 
with the usual assortment 
of freak attractions introed by the 
inevitable barker, backgrounded by 
the usual canvas placarded come- 
ons. As such it required but a mini- 
mum of imaginative camera work, 
the lens merely switching back and 


forth from spieler to performer, with | 
closeups often sacrificed to work in | 
Hence | 


the circus-motifed backdrops. 
the performance might just as easily 
have eamnated from the WNBT-NBC 
studio, for the sawdust flavor of the 
big ton seemed singularly lacking, 
despite the recurrent calliope theme. 

Tele will come of age when it has 
created its own niche and developed 
an individual technique that is 
screen nor 
If vou want to 
indoors on.the pre- 
televised cir- 


kids 


the three-ring atmosphere, 
vendor. And you can't 
give the animals:a brushoff, either. 
Rose. 
“HARPER'S BAZAAR FASHION 
PARADE’ : 


| With Jack Pearl, Gloria Lehr, Betty 


Gribble, Adrian Storm 
Producers: Adele Dillingham, 
MeClure 
Director: Cecil Hackett 
HARPER'S BAZAAR, Wed., 9:45 p.m. 


Jean 


| W2XWV-DuMont, New York 


(Abbott-Kimball) 


Following in path of two other 


| mags—Mademoiselle and Click—Har- 
| per’s Bazaar last Wednesday (12) in- 
; augurated a 15-minute semi-weekly 


series of television shows over the 
station in N. Y. Tee-off 
was neither auspicious nor memora- 
ble, not because of the format of the 
stanza, but due to the lack of tech- 


| nical finesse of the medium. 


This sort of show could turn into 


| one of the most popular video stan- 


zas extant with its display of feml- 


| nine pulchritude, styles, etc., but as 


now much work wiil 
done to hold the audi- 
long-drawn 


it stacks up 
interest for 15 


poor technical facilities, 

Format is primarily chatter with 
Gloria Lehr, of Harper’s Bazaar, de- 
Jack Pearl, comedian— 
course, the 
modes. colors, materials, etce., of the 
hats, dresses and sports clothes worn 
by models Betty Gribble and Adrian 
Storm. Pearl, in looking. the situa- 


tion over, makes with the supposedly | 


funny remarks, Staging and direc- | 
tion were good, and maybe when 
new and larger studios are opened 


by DuMont technicians will be able 
to do a job with this program that 
should be accomplished without too. 
much trouble. Sten. 


Troy.—Jim Healey, Albany Times- 
Union columnist, is now doing a 15- 
minute late evening news commen- 
tary on WTRY, three-times-a-week 
for the Stanton brewery. Leighton 
& Nelson is the 


agency. 


CREATIVE FORCE 


with Producers, Musical Directors, 
Home Economists, Staff Writers, 
News Editors, and Publicity Dept.— 
make WTAG a BIG station in a 
BIG market, 


Project- | 
proved, | 


viewers—the | 


Followup Comment 


Attempt by WNEW. N. Y., Wednes- 
|}day (12) to rib Norman Corwin by 
using his own “primer” 
{appeared to be one of those things 
which sounded like a fine idea when 
first suggested and then ran out of 
team during rehearsals. It was any- 
thing but a lively half-hour, 

“Words at War” took a tumble 
down the scale with “Wild 
(11). Trouble was too much narra- 
tion. Doubtful if any radio program 
can get over with so much of it be- 
cause it then becomes a monolog. In. 
cidentally, do all Russian characters 
have to speak in dialect? And if 
radio doesn't stop calling everybody 
“Comrade” in these things it can cost 
Russia a lot of tourist traffic after 
the war. 


“William and Mary” drama-come- 
dy stanza featuring Roland Young 
and Cornelia Otis Skinner,-. which 
formerly was an eight-minute 
on the Dinah Shore program, was 
expanded to a full half-hour and 
played well on the CBS Silver Thea- 
tre last Sunday (16). Program, in 
| the nature of a test, with “W. & M” 
being set for sponsorship, bodes well 
for popularity. 

Judith Evelyn and Henry Daniell 
gave a good account of 
Tuesday (11) in the leading roles of 
“Death Takes a Holiday,” heard over 
ithe CBS “Romance” show. Latter 
program, incidentally. continues to 


hit a top stride, as evidenced in the | 


past few broadcasts, 


H. R. Gross, former announcer 
with WHO, Des Moines, has joined 
KXEL, Waterloo, Ia. 


technique | 


River” | 


spot | 


themselves | 
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Continued from page 32 


intelligent narration by RB, 
Kroger and the all-around ex, 

, lence of the cast and productio uy 
added up to a moving half ho: 

| flecting war in all its grimness. 
“Letter to Jackie” was the star- 

of Lt. Commander John J. Shes 

Massachusetts, who met death bra: 

lv and with honor in the South P.. 


cific when the, carrier Wasp 
| down in a Jap torpedo attack. His 
letter to his five-year-old son, wide. 
ly published following Comayr. S} 
| death, provided the solemn, te i 
| climax. Read with restraint and sin- 
cerity, the hero’s missive constituted 
a worthwhile message to tl 
“Jackies,” everywhere counseling 


love of country, family and ch) 
Father Mulvey’s script built up to 
the climax skillfully giving full evi- 
dence of Comdr. Shea’s love to: 
family and the pleasures he hoped ¢ 
return to and, using the officer's ov 
words, telling of his affection ar 
pride in his ship, his crew and th 
Navy. Flashbacks to happier days 
at home and at sea were elfective 
breaks in the battle-danger continu. 
ity and, although, every listener 
| knew the ultimate ending. suspense 
/ Was maintained throughout. 
| Program, facilities for which are 
| provided by NBC as a public serv- 
ice, is arranged by the National 


is 
n - 
{ 


Council of Catholic Men, but 
specific religious appeal was stressed 
on this first of the new series 

“Letter to Jackie” set a 
hard to beat on succeeding shows of 
| the series which replaces the pro- 
| grams formerly heard with Mser, 
; Fulton J. Sheen and a choir. Do: 


standard 


MORE THAN 


isers of time on this station for five 


America's Pioneer Broadcasting Station — First in Detroit 


Owned and Operated by The Detroit News 
National Representatives 


THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 


($20,000 Per W 


Does a client have to gamble 
$20,000 and up per week (exclu- 
sive of network time) to give the 
public 30 minutes of laughs? 


When the saturation point be- 


what? 


Isn’t there room for some new 
IDEA SHOW to be developed 
which will also amuse the pub- 
lic? 
tions? 

The answer obviously is “yes.” 
Very definitely, 

| have now‘available a new half 
hour comedy series built on a 
solid comedy premise, entitled 
“ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN.” 


tween the pay check and the | 
Crossley has been reached—then | 


Without a lot of complica- | 


‘eek for Laughs) 


he show has a superb cast in- 
| cluding Elsie May Gordon, Flor- 
| ence Halop, Art Kohl, Joe Lat- 
| ham—the Forrest Sisters, a new 
| singing team—and music by Lew 
| White and a small combination. 
| Well known theatrical celebrities 
will be woven into the story. 


| A few seasons ago “DUFFY’S 
| TAVERN” was a new idea. So 


“FIBBER McGEE ANDO 
/MOLLY.” “ANYTHING CAN 
| HAPPEN” can soon take its 


place beside them. It is that kind 
of a show. The price is righ! 
It will take only 30 minutes to 
hear it. It is ready to go on the 
air immediately —no fuss—no 
bother. ‘Crossley and Hooper are 
waiting. 


FRITZ BLOCKI 


W RITER—PRODUCER—DIRECTOR 
655 Fifth Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 


Also Currently Writing and Directing for Decca Records «ard 
Twentieth Century-Fox Film Co. 


PLaza 9-6180 


| 
t 
— 
| 
| 
More than 25% of WW4J's present | 
advertisers have been consistent . | 
| | | B yearsormore! | 
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Booking Agencies Sniping At Each 
Other for Bands Despite Pact Bars 


depleted of¢ 


Booking agencies, 
good names by the draft, are sniping 
at each other’s band properties with 
more vigor than normally. While 
there is always a fair amount of 
shifting from agency to agency by 
smaller names, the past. couple 
weeks has found the major agencies 
making strong bids for each others’ 
talent, in one or two cases despite 
the fact that bands involved are 
tied down for more than a year yet. 

Amusing occurrence recently was 
the pitch made by one agent for one 
of the top names of another outfit, 
while the latter was making a pass 
at a top name under contract to 
the first. Both moves, presumably, 
unknown to the other. 


‘O'GRADY’ COMPOSER 
SUES FOX ON PIC 


Twentieth-Fox was named de- 
fendant in a suit filed Friday (14) 
in N. Y. federal court by Maude 
Nugent Jerome, composer of “Sweet 
Rosie O'Grady,” asking for account- 
ing on film of that name produced 
by 20th, plus an injunction restrain- 
ing its exhibition. Mrs. Jerome, 
who wrote the tune in 1896, claims 
the film company unlawfully ap- 


‘Oopriated the song and title for use | . : 
| booking too far in advance. 


in the picture. 

Suit grew out of the failure of 
negotiations between 20th and Mills 
Music, which owns pubiishing rights 
to the tune on renewal (Marks was 
original publisher). Agreement had 
been consummated between the two 
whereby 20th would be licensed to 
use the song for $5,000. However, 
complications developed and_ the 
money never was paid despite the 
fact that 20th went ahead and re- 
leased the film. 


Sgt. Jack Leonard, former vocalist 
with Tommy Dorsey and a soloist 
before entering Army, now in Eng- 
land after two years at Fort Dix, 
WN. 


indefinite 
| (though his contract calls for two), 


Zucker’s Aides 


Jack Miles and Marve Dubin have 
been added to the staff of the Stan 
Zucker agency in N. Y. 

Miles goes into the radio depart- 
ment with Dubin taking over the 
road assignment in the Ohio terri- 
tory. 


James 4-F; Opens 
Astor, N.Y., May 22 


Harry James drew a 4-F last week 
due to a back condition and will re- 
organize his band. Leader will play 
a couple of dates on the Coast early 
in May, then heads east for commit- 
ments in the N. Y. area. He opens 
at the Astor hotel, N. Y., May 22 for 
six weeks, a date held open as the 
result of his uncertain draft status. 

Following the Astor, James goes 


No Sugar Rationing 


For Henry Jerome ‘Summer Biz Looms Okay If Gas 
Situation Maintains Status Quo 


Henry Jerome’s band, which re- 
cently completed a theatre tour un- 
der Milt Britton’s baton, has junked 
its entire library and is currently re- 
organizing as a sweet combo. It was 
that originally, but less than a year 
ago switched to swing. 

Band is rehearsing in N. Y., using 
12 men, singer and the leader. 


0’Connor’s Illness 
Cancels Important 
Meeting of Pluggers 


Johnny O'Connor, president of the 
Contact Men’s Union, will go to| 
Walter Reed hospital, Washington, 
D. C., this week for an operation 
to relieve a sciatica condition that 
has kept him inactive for weeks. He 
is a veteran of World War I, hence 
the retirement to the Army hospital. 

O'Connor's illness cancelled an 
important meeting of the CMU 
Council, scheduled for Monday night 
(17). An executive of one of the! 
major publishing firms was due to | 
attend this confab for the alleged | 


to the Paramount theatre, N. Y., for | was the recent flurry of job-shifts by 


number of weeks 
then plays at Frank Dailey’s Terrace 
Room, Newark, opening Aug. 10. 
James disbanded his orchestra sev- 
eral weeks ago due to his vague draft 
status, which prevented him from 


Consolidated Edison To 
Resume Summer Dates 


Consolidated Edison Co. will re- 
sume this summer its sponsorship of 
name band dates at various N. Y. 
public parks. Company has budget- 
ed $20,000 to underwrite a total of 54 
dates between June 29 and Sept. 15. 
It will be the third season of such 
activity. 

Dates are played at least once 
weckly at Central Park, N. Y., and 
Prospect Park, Brooklyn, and alter- 
natingly at various other parks and 
playgrounds throughout the other 
boroughs. They are booked through 
General Amius. 


contact men. Certain executives are | 
said to be agitating for legislation to | 
curb job-changing with its attendant | 
increases in salary, but the ability of | 
the CMU to enact any rules to gov- | 
ern this problem is doubted by other | 
publishers and members 
union, 

Regulation sought would prohibit | 
a publishing firm from offering a| 
job to any contact man already em- | 
ployed and would also prohibit a/| 
contact man from approaching a| 
rival outfit for a position unless he | 
has given present employers notice. | 


‘STRANGE FRUIT’ SONG 


“Strange Fruit,” title of the con- 
troversial novel of the south preach- 


lished by E. B. Marks. 
The “strange fruit’ in both the 
song and the book are the bodies of 


lynching. 


, and Publishers, out last week, was 


ing race equality, which was banned 
in Boston, is also a song title pub- | latest exam and he’s not likely to re- | 


| which the foundation of the deal was 


Negroes hanging from trees after a | 


Akron May Tax Jukes, Too: 


| close to pre-war totals this summer, 


Councilman John A. Head is spon- 
soring an ordinance which will tax 
juke boxes and pinball machines $25 | 
each per year. 

Measure is designed to raise an 
estimated $17,000 annually for the 
City. 


$1,450,000 ASCAP 
Quarterly Melon 


Quarterly distribution by Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 


Akron, O., April 18. | 


in the neighbornood of $1,450,000. one 
of the heaviest in some time and sub- 


j,Stantially larger than the payoff for 
| purpose of exposing trade violations |"the 
| of which he is said to have proof. | with the sharp business increase in 
; Another item to have been taken up | 


previous quarter, conforming 
the field. 

Distribution was computed on the 
old plan. Society’s point plan for 
distributing earnings. supposed to 
have become operative last Jan. 1, 
has still not been put into effect. Too 
much opposition from standard writ- 
ers, et al., is holding it up. 


Is Barnet a 1-A, Or Is 
~ He Justa Sax Tooter? 


Charlie Barnet was back on fa- | 
miliar ground Monday (17) evening, 
following his third physical in less 
than three months at the N. Y. in- 
duction center. He was relayed to 
Governors Island. N. Y.. again. 

Barnet returned from the Coast 
late last week, after finishing a film 
for RKO with a studio band. He 
was contracted for two more, pend- 
ing, of course, the outcome of the 


organize his own dance band until 
they are completed. 


| Hal McIntyre’s orchestra to single. 


; good names: ditto Ritz 


| Herman. 


| ting of music in M-G pictures. 


Gloria Van leaving vocal spot with | 


Number of summer one-nighters 
and parks using name bands, in the 
east and midwest, will return fairly 


according to bookings already set 
and queries on bands available. It’s 
all predicated on the gasoline situa- 
tion remaining unchanged. If it gets 
tighter the pendulum can and prob- 
ably will swing sharply in the re- 
verse direction. 

Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa.. one of 
the more important one-nighters, 
resumes operation Saturday nights 
on May 6 with Tony Pastor. Both 
Lakeside and Lakewood Parks, Ma- 
hanoy City, Pa., intend operating, 
while Valencia Ballroom, York, Pa., 
hinges its future on the results of a 
date last week (Tuesday) with 
Tommy Dorsey. 

In New England the standard Old 
Orchard Beach, Me., intends resum- 


'ing in late April; Pleasure Beach, 


Bridgeport, will if it can get some 
Ballroom, 
Bridgeport, which has been going all 
winter with local outfits midweek, 
names weekends, 

Among parks and summer locations, 
Palisades Park, Fort Lee, N. J., re- 
sumes April 29-30 with Ted Fio Rito; 
Vogue Terrace, McKeesport, Pa., gets 
going April 21 with Mal Hallett; 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City, opened over 
the past weekend; Hamid’s Pier is 
to follow later, possibly with Woody 
Eastwood Gardens, Detroit, 
starts late in May and has a string 
of names booked. 


HARRY LINK MAY HQ. 
ON COAST FOR FEIST 


Harry Link, general prof. manager 
of Feist Music, part of the Merto- 
Robbins combine, will probably shift 
to California to supervise the spot- 
Link 
was on the Coast recently, during 


laid. It is not yet completed. 

In the new post, Link would spend 
the majority and perhaps all of his 
time west. 


“It’s a hit!” says Guy... 


INTRODUCED 


COAST-TO-COAST By 


OMBARDO 


GUY 


Words and Music by HENRY PRICHARD 


(Now Overseas With the Armed Forces) 


BROADCAST MUSIC, Inc. 


NEW YORK 


CHICAGO 


HOLLYWOOD 


| | | 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
On His CHELSEA CIGARETTE and EDGEWORTH TOBACCO Program, Sunday, 10:30 P.M., BLUE Network 
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Inside Stuff—-Orchestras—Music 


Benny Goodman's dispute with Music Corp. of America over latter's 
rr sal to release him from a contract that |! more tna 4 year to run 
1 { settied Both e ada! t the MCA 
will 1 rel e e agre re -tances, 

Goodman. emingly, has no immediate plans He has turned down 
ofl » guest on radio programs since getting back to N. Y. a couple 
weeks ago. However, “Popsie.” his band boy, whom Goodman assertedly | 
is ke ¢ the oraril went to \ ith | 
Woo He na wand las Hy li told friends he es ta with 

it oO cig eeKs This, after a conference with Goo i 

Willard Alexander and Bennv Goodman have veteran caitlemen scratch- 
ing heads ove: e dud show biz yproachn beef-selli Pair have 
Botte a sh tnro Wwe plugging the heifers o Harmony 
Fa Doug lle P nanner and vernacular of show biz. 
Ha ) ( istance, ¢ cribes one beety prod t DOS wing, “When we 
$a bik Cu she nas evervthing. 


Good old Geo. ge Svelvin, busiest actor in legit history, is getting the air, | 
a victim of popular songwriting. For vears on one ot the Los Angeles | 
dailies the drama editor has been using George in various forms whenever } 


sufficient identify- 
he anonymous was always George Spelvin, or 
foreign dramas. he became Gregor 
Now it is different. Since that song 
background are Marcia Doates or 


flacks turn in theatrical or film group pictures without 
ing names. In i 
Georgianna, if a femme. In case of 
Svelvanovitch or Georg Splevanski. 


figures in the 


such cases 


came out, the anonymous 
Ivy Lambe. 

ummating the purchase of on 
Berlit Inc.. 
vith Irving Berlin. 
out an agreement on 


Irs. Tillie Wi 


e-sixth 
this past week, to give 


attorneys fot both 


the split-up. 


London music publisher, long domiciled 
Bros. theatre in Frisco, but stijl trying 


jammed with the contact 


Jimmy Campbell (ex-Connelly), 
in the U. S.. is managing a Nasser 
get back into the music business where 


men’s union. 


Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


LEEDS CO. BUYS OUT 


catalog: latter is a small firm whose 
copyrights consisted ot 
two authors turned out 
picture scores several years ago. 

Among the 13 tunes are “Beware,” 
“Heavenly” and “Breeze on Lake 
Louise.” 


Mood For Love 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Published by 
Robbins 


Les Brown’s orchestra signed for 


World Transcriptions. 


Mickey Addy now affiliated with 
CAMPBELL-PORGIE, Inc. 
and their NEW HIT 


LOVE WITH SOME ONE 


islow's 162 in ABC | 


CREENE-REVEL FIRM 
Pm In The sor “Revet | 


13 songs the . 
for three! 


|, Gate theatre, San Francisco. 


| ris and MCA occurred last year. He 


10 Best Song Sellers 


(Week: Ending April 15) 
Love, Love, Love Santly 


San Fernando Valles 
I'll Get By 
I Love You.... 
Don't eart Me. Advanced 
Long Far Away. .C 
River of Roses .... Shapiro 
Wish I Could Hide......Shan‘vo 
Wren They A 
Besame Mucho 


Morris 
Berlin 
appell 
Sweet 


rawford 


3erhlin 


Melocdyvlane 


Caie Men Carry Fight 
Vs. N. Y. AFM Raise 
To War Labor Board 


Application to the War Labor 
Board by N. Y. Local 802 of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
for a scale increasé in location jobs 
fought by the Cafe Men’s!} 
and the N. Y. Hotel Men's 
fepresentatives of both agen- 


William 


is being 
Assn. 
Assn. 
cies opposed the union 
Feinberg, Harry 
Suber, business manager, last week 
(14) at a hearing the N. Y. 
WLB. Another meeting was sched- 
uled for yesterdays 


revs, 


secretary, and 


Local 802 is seeking a average 
5 increase from cate and hotel mu- 


sicilan employers and, pending WLB| 


approval, had advised buyers last 


Sept. 15 that the raise had been 
ordered and would be retroactive to 
then. Since then most hotels and | 
cafes have been holding the in-| 


creases in escrow pending the WLB 
decision. 

Cafe and hotel increases in every 
other field have been secured in the 
Dast couple months. 


Freddie Slack Seeks To 
Break Morris Contract 


Freddie Slack has filed a notice of | 
cancellation of contract with the | 
William Morris agency, which has | 
been booking his band since a union | 
decision pried it loose 
from Music Corp. of America and re- 
turned it to Morris. Slack’s reasons 
for attempting to sever Morris con- 
nection are vague. Latter agency | 
booked him on current Orpheum | 
theatre. Los Angeles, date and a 
forthcoming week at the Golden | 
Morris | 
agency in N. Y. claims to know 
nothing about the maestro’s move. 

Dispute over Slack between Mor- 


months ago 


was originally with the former, and, 
after he was for same months with 
MCA, the AFM decreed that he was 
still Morris property and ordered 
MCA to turn over all commissions 
he earned during that period. 


| week beginning Monday and through Sunday, April 10-16 Sroni 
1 a.m. 


| music publishing industry. 


'And So Little Time 


i he figures to stay on here. 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual 


Following is list of the most played popular tunes on the networl-s for the 
th 
List represents the first approximately 25 leaders i; alphabeticat 
order (in some cases there are ties, accounting for a longer lists T ‘ga 
compilations embrace the NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks. os +o 
sented by WEAF, WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based 


provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking sour 


dat 


€ Oot the 


TITLE 
Amor—*"B'way Rhythm” 


PUBLISHER 


Besame Mucho 


Do Nothing Till You Hear From Me 
Don't Sweetheart Me 

Goodnight Wherever You Are........ 

I Wish I Could Hide Inside Letter..............0.0.0cceeee Shapiro 
I'll Get By—i"“Guy Named Joe” .......... Berlin 
I'm In Love With Someone...... ... Chappell 
It’s Love. Love, Love Sanily 
Long Ago and Far Away—7“Cover Girl”... cco Crawford 
Louise—*“You Can't Ration Love” Paramount 
| My Heart Isn't In It—;“Calling All Stars”........... Leeds 


My Love You Haven't Gone Away .......... B. Harms 


Take It Eas\ “2 Sisters and a Sailor” te 
Time Alone Will Tell—*"Pin Up Girl’.... 


+ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


U. §. DRAFT MAKES MEX. 
MAESTRO OF HOAGLAND 


Mexico City. April 18. 
Everett Hoagland, who came here 


Billy Eckstine Setting 
Own Band, Maps Tour 


Billy Eckstine, Negro singer for. 
merly with Earl Hines, will form his 
own band next month to background 
him on a road tour. Eckstine has 
bec 1 working as a single since leay- 
ing Hines last summer. He will go 
south on one-nighters and 


from theStates 15 months ago . .d 


has remained ever since, doing very 
himself, has forced 
Mex with- 
Uncle Sam has snagged 


well for been 


into maestroing a band 


theatres, 


out choice. Singer recorded last week for 


all but two of the. original 11 men} Deluxe Records and is currently at 
he brought with him and the nine the Apollo theatre, N. Y. 
empty places have been filled with 
local tooters 
Hoagland claims the Mexican mu- 


sicians are okay for his,purposes and 


Al Trace Signed By 
Col. Pix for 2 Films 


Al Trace and his band have been | 


WARNER BROS. 


and ALL other pleture studios 
use this 4x5 VISUAL record of 


signed by Columbia Pix for two song hits of over 100 publish- 
films at $7.500 eact Pact al ‘alls ers, plus old) favorites. in- 
MS al /,0 eacn. act also Calls cludes lead sheet and yrles of 
for $1,000 extra for each film to chorus. Samples free. 
cover transportation 

Trace, who introduced “Mairzy 


Doats” at the Hotel Dixie. N. Y., and 
helped make it a success, goes on a 
theatre tour prior to reporting to 
the Coast. | 


TUNE-DEX 


1619 Broadway New Vork 19 


Lyrics by BOB RUSSELL 


“Ont 


Now, stop being 10 modest, Coys, really.a great song 


TILL YOU HEAR FROM 


Music by DUKE ELLINGTON 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATI re N 799 SEVENTH AVENUE, N, Y.19 JERRY JOHNSON, Gen. Prof. Mgr, 


| 
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Per Melo. | 
B ( Someday I'll Meet You Again “Passage Marseilles” ......W 
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ds at Hotel coat 10 Best Sell Coin-Machi 
Bands e O's C-P on the Coast | est Sellers on Lom-Machines 
| Campbel] - Porgie Music Co.| 
the (Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover | divides executive attention between | (Records below are vrabbing most nickels this week in jukeboo 
charge business being done by mame bands in various New York hotels. | N. Y. and the Coast beginning later renoried 1 “Varietu.’” N 
‘ical Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give | this week. Al Porgie, partner inthe) 
The room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and | firm, goes west permanently to run | the title ates: 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) | the outfit’s Hollywood offices while lay 
ne Band . Hotel Played Week On Date | WOrk the N. Y. end. thesis indicate C ber of weens each song been i the 
Emil Petti....... Biltmore (400; $1-$1.50)...ceeeeeee. 4 850 4,400; Addy switched over to C-P last! gnq respective publishers.) 
Lani McIntire... .Lexington (300; 19C-$1.50) 114 1.850 206.400 | week from Triangle Music. 
Jerry Wald.......New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 6 1.850 12,725 | ‘Ji 
Sonny Dunham.. $1-$1.50)........ 0 1.300 1.300 | 1. Besame Mucho (15) ‘Melodylane)...... we 
o Reisman.....Waldorf (550; ........ 8 2,600 24,250 F h F d F 
Basie...... Lincoln (275; 1 1.300 2.000 | 0x 0 e oncerts e Couk Sleep Wink (9) (T. B. Harms) Frank S a C% 
Guy Lombardo .. Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)... 1.800 52.375 T A F iD Shore 
Vaughn Monroe Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 4 1.600 7,800 0 ront S By | 3. When They Ask About You (6) (Berlin) CY 
* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. New Yorker and Biltmore Mobile Disc Library 4. Don't Sweetheart Me (6) (Advanced).....Lawrence Welk ...... 
have ice shows. Waldorf has Russell Swann, Victor Borye, Talia, Lexing- 
ton, Hawaiian floor show. Washington, April 18. 5. Do Nothing Till You Hear (Robbins). K 
+ 3 days. Foxhole concerts, largely of | Stan Kenton Capitol 
| Popular orchestra recordings, are \ Bing Crosby ........ 
Chi } being given for G.I.’s within range 6. Poinciana (6) (Marks). ..seeeceeseeeees ) David Rose .......... 
icago | of enemy shells on the Anzio beach- , 
Carmen Cavallaro (Empire Room, Palmer House: 750: $3-$3.50 min.). head, according to Army public = 7. Love, Leve; Love (5) (Santlhy)..sccscws ) King Byaters eer 
No siump here. Cavallaro and Larry Adler, heading show, brought in} lations. Musie is handled by a| 
excellent 10,500. | truck, equipped with loud speakers | (1) (Ch 
Jimmy Jey ‘(New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel: 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.). | and a library of 300 records, which! 
3 Big turnover so Joy pulled in around nifty 4,500. 'is driven along the front where men | ' ; : Prat \ Bing Crosby ..... 
. George Olsen ‘Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel: 700; $2.50-$3 min.). Busi- | most in need of some form of recrea- | 9. I'll Be Seeing You (1) (Williamson)... ) Tommy Dorsey ...... 
ness on upbeat, Olsen accounting for increase to 3,400. tion are found. \ Jan Garber ’ 
Teddy Powell (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.).| “Ordinarly,” explained Corp. H. O.|10. No Love, No Nothin’ (14) ¢Triangle)... Elli Mae 
Picked up some for around good 5.200. | Englebretson, who handled the truck ! sila Mae MOVse......Capito 
———- jin the Anzio sector, “I play dance | 
Los Angeles big ids, 
Freddie Martin (Ambassador: 900; $1-$1.50). Trade here can absorb | a ee ee 
tax. Climbing back to 4,000 tabs. them stroll out of the: ‘all | N () 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Solid as Gibraltar. Grooved! 
miles, when the music starts. 


Location Jobs, Not 


(Chicage) 


Det Courtney ‘Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.). 


for- alright with about 4.000 tabs. 

his 

und (Los Angeles) 

has { Hal McIntyre (Palladium B, Hollywood, fourth week). 


in Hotels 


Well 


New 


Tax hurt some but still 


followed 


Leveled off for steady 


floor- 


ave end building. Should nick 32,000 payolas. 

0 Horace Heidt (Trianon B, Southgate, 14th week). 
va take of 7,000. 

Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie’s, N, Los Angeles, 24th week). 

for 59 

2 show packing same 5,200. 

_ NEW C-P TUNE SPLIT Dean Hudson Set For 


BETWEEN ASCAP. BMI 


Linceln, Ist N. Y. Date 


wigs at 


Fleck of Infantry Songs 
Fashioned By Music Men 


Music War Committee, in an 
tempt to popularize the 
character of the foot soldier's 


critical 
work, 


lished morale _ building infantry 
tunes Thursday (13), for Army big- 
the office of Oscar Ham- 
merstein 2d, chairman of the MWC. 


Included in the group were “The 
American Infantry.” by Hammer- 
stein and Richard Rodgers: ‘Here's 


Mud in Your Eye to 
by Irving Ca 
Infantry.” by 


the Infantry,” 


The Ame: 


ores 


Mort 


| 
| 


at- | 


| auditioned a group of seven unpub- | 


cordially invites his friends to attend the opening 


festivities of a new 


FRIDAY, 


FROM 


publishing company on 


APRIL 21st 


TWELVE NOON 


Chelsea 


MUSIC CORPORATION 


Dean Hudson’s orchestra, which Dixon al d Ray 
wet Performing rights to “Twilight has never before played a N. Y. spot, He ee The Bunion Brigadiers, 
eS Time new tune publsnea | follows Count Basie’s into the Lin- | «pre Infantry Moves On.” bv Vail 
American Society of Composers, Au- | At plays Sour and Kent; ("What a Helluva New York IS. N.Y. (Brill Building—Room 703) 
ors and Publishers. and BMI. a|tW2 weeks first at the Roosevelt ho- Wal ) Without the Infant y, by 
dios 7 rare occurrence. It’s due to the fact | tel, Washington, opening May 17. Buck eee 9 J. Fred ¢ ay ane P.S.—Our Current Song Is 
u of that Buck Ram, the melody’s writer, Hudson ¢ormed his current band ¥ou Gotta Have Oomph’ in the in- , 
an is ey» ASCAP member. while C-P is!, ?—F aes fantry,’ by Charlie Tobias and Abel WANT 72 
- se BMI affiliate Three Suns at Pic jast Summer alter supervising the Baer. 
cacillv hotel. N. Y.. wrote the lvric. selection of men for Tommy Dor- ——_—_—— CLIKE > > DO 
Thev're neither ASCAP nor BMI sey’s orchestra, then being reorgan- Tommy Reynolds orchestra re- 
nbers. ized. t was constructed of the sur-! fused to begin work at the Pacific | ie = oe a ee A+ As 
Last dual-righis tune was “Pistol plus of musicians who applied for Palisades ballroom because pro- 
Packin’ Mama.” for which Morris! jobs with Dorsey. Just prior to that moter failed to meet the payroll. 
Music, ASCAP firm, recentiy col-; Hudson was mustered out of the Place is closed temporarily to await “ . a 
19 lected $9,000 from BMI. Army. new management - 
Gil 
NG | 
now 
4 wee oe = = 
wae 
bath done 
Lyris by HAROLD ADAMSON Music by JIMMY McHUGH 
Came Of 20th-CENTURY FOX’S musical smadsh FOUR JILLS IN A JE! 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 79¢ SEVENTH AVENUE, N. Y.19 JERRY JOHNSON, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
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Octavus Roy Cohen 
Nitery Scene, Sez 


By OCTAVUS ROY COHEN | 
(Recent'y returned to New Yori 
from Havana, where he vacationed | 
for several months.) | 
Nightclub entertainment in Ha-| 
vana today rates two below zero.| 
It isn’t because of the war or be-, 
cause there isn't plenty of lettuce! 
waiting to be spent. It's because the | 
patrons keep coming whether or not! 
you give ’em the entertainment they 
want, and so the club owners don't. | 
They admit that they can afford to} 
spend more for acts than ever be-| 
fore. but at the same time they yell 
that they can’t meet the price com- 


Reviews Havana 


Talent ‘2 Below 0 


petition which comes from Panama 
and Mexico City. As an example: 
In all the nightclubs of Havana 
which were in operation between 
Dec. 1 and April 1, there wasn’t a 
single rhumba team on display. The 
claim is that the minute a couple 
shows the ability to do a fast hip- 
swinging routine without prattfalls 
somebody from the lands farther 
south shows up with a contract, and 
they're off. 


years. That's been closed for more 
than a year, and although there is 
talk of opening this summer, there 
are those who doubt. The lads who 
ran it have opened a similar place 
with the same name in Mexico City 
and are said to be cleaning up. And 
in Mexico it's without the gambling. 
which is the mainstay in Cuba. The 
second casualty is the Casino Na- 
cional, which, however, never re- 
mained open even in the salad days 
except for the three peak months of 
the winter season. 

There are no American acts on 
display in any of the clubs, in sharp 
contrast to the pre-war policy of the 
better spots. How much of that is 
due to war restriction, and how 
much to the fact that the bosses 
won't lay it on the line for first-rate 


There are only two real war casu-] talent, is anybody's guess. The local 
alties in the Havana nitery picture.| talent is pretty ghastly, with a few 


The outstanding one is Sans Souci, 
standard class spot for these many 


exceptions. The so-called shows, 
which go on about 1:15 and last for 


Frank Quinn, Mirror: Walte 


“Harry Richman, The 


DeMarcos and Dave | 


ald Tribune: 


“Roxy Tribute to Rus- 


Direction, WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


This True? 


Lee Mortimer (N. Y. Daily Mirror) Says: 


At the CONCURRENT Engagements of 


At 


THE ROXY THEATRE LATIN QUARTER 


NEW YORK 


The Other New York Reviewers Seem to 


r Hamshar, Her- | on, the funnier 


his little 


ously 
Apollon give the Roxy a sia Dave Apollon “ L” sponta neously | extravagant melodies on 
hefty talent lineup ...| tops off the. - enter- his mandolin as only 
Apollon gagging regis- | tainment... excellent.” | Robert W. Dana, Herald | he can in his majes- 
ters with the Tribune: i tically ecstatic Russian 
| -..an amiable, ebul- 
| New York Sun: | tient p nalitvy with a | *Pellen fits well into 
Lee Mortimer, Mirror: i | 7 : the night club scene,” 
Apollon occu- 4 true instin show- ; ‘ 
Dave Apollon .| pies the starring spot | manship. 
Russky comic, head- | and makes his debut as E - | Mori, VARIETY ° 
iner. i arl Wilson, N. Y. Post: | 
liner, is in rare form,} a night enter- | Apollon clicks 
one of the funniest men} tainer; The longer he’s Ge Fact, 
| 


‘splandia’.” 


And Continuing at the LATIN QUARTER, New York 


DAVE APOLLON 


Personal Mgt., BERNARD BURKE 


he and 
Filipino play- 


mates become ,. 


Agree 


Paul Martin, New York 
World-Telegram: 


“Whether he’s playing 


BASIN STREET PROGRAM, WJZ-Blue Network, Sunday, May 7 


approximately a half hour, are over- 
board on singers, especially tenors. 
Nobody shows any symptoms of lis- 
tening while they work, which is a 
considerable achievement, because 
these lads crowd the mike, tune her 
up to top pitch and start giving. 
Loud byt not sweet. That’s usually 
the signal for the patrons to make 
more noise and the waiters to clatter 
more dishes and silver. But the 
mass psychology is such that with- 
out entertainment, the money 
wouldn't come in. 
Class Bistro 

Most successful spot is Mont- 
martre. That's on the edge of the 
swank Vedado residential section, 
just two blocks from the Hotel Na- 
cional, the town’s foremost hostelry. 
It’s been there for years under one 
name or another and has ranged 
from a hostess pickup spot to its 
present respectable elegance. There’s 
a cocktail and supper room with in- 
formal entertainment, and a huge 
dining room with a nifty dance floor 
and a couple of bands. Moderate 
dinner trade, but good booze patron- 
age, and the chief income source is 
the gambling, this being the only 
public place in the confines of Ha- 
vana proper where a_ full-fledged 
gambling room is allowed. The .rou- 
lette, dice and blackjack here is run 
along businesslike, rather grim, 
lines; but there’s plenty of play. Rich 
Cubans— male. and female — who 


sling stacks of chips around, plus a 
steady play from young American 
soldiers, sailors, officers and mer- 
chant mariners. 

Show for three months consisted 
mainly of two acts: a very loud 
tenor and a tops Spanish dancer: 
Rosita Segovia. Senorita Segovia 

(Continued on page 42) 


| Ice Show Skips N. Y. 


Schedule entanglements will keep 
| the forthcoming new edition of “Ice- 
Capades” out of New York during 
1945. 

Skating show had an 18-day run in 
Madison Square Garden last Septem- 
ber, and was offered similar booking 


forced to turn it down. 


Win Colleano Hurt 


Buffalo, April 18. 
Winnie Colleano, trapeze artist 


in Memorial Auditorium currently, 
was injured Wednesday (12). 
Attempting to somersault to a web, 
she missed and fell into the net, 
striking a rigger who was standing 
beneath and injuring her shoulder, 


spot for the new °45 edition, but was | 


| with the Bob Morton Shrine Circus | 


Hold Over Pitt Ice Revue 
Pittsburgh, Ap" 1g 
Big biz of McGowan-Mack ice 
revue at Terrace Room, William 
Peng Hotel, during Holy Weex jn. 
duced Tom Troy, manager of town’s 
leading inn, to hold over the rink 
show for another three weeks. 
Skating unit had originally teen 
scheduled to close last Saturday 
(15), winding up four months of ice 
shows (spot had Dorothy Lewis pre- 
viously) for Terrace Room. 


Manie Sachs, head of Columbia 
Records’ N. Y. offices, became god- 
father to Frank Sinatra’s recentiy 
born son, 


AL BORDE 


PRESENTS 


BENNY MEROFF 


*“FUNZAFIRE” 


COMPANY 
(FIFTH YEAR) 


Fourth Week 
Jack Lynch's 
WALTON ROOF 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


FOR RENT ——— 
SMALL-LARGE OFFICES 
TIMES SQUARE 


modernized, Victorian The- 
Brondway & 46th Mf. 
Bostwick, Wisconsin 


Kecently 
autre 
Premises or Mr. 

7-500, 


*Satirical Retlections~” 


Personal Management 


WILL WEBER-ANTHONY PHILLIPS 


Direction 


| GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
| (Thanks to Harry Romm) 


Just Concluded 
CHEZ PAREE 
Chicago 
PALMER HOUSE 
Chicago 
ROOSEVELT HOTEL 


New Orleans 


Currently 
Capitol Theaire 
New York 
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Basis of Indie Contractor Ruling 


Philadelphia, April 18. 

Letters have been sent all pres- 
ent and former members of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
inviting them to become parties to a 
suit planned by the union to col- 
lect back social security and with- 
holding taxes. 

Benjamin Donolow, AGVA coun- 
sel, is of the opinion that the thesps 
are entitled to a rebate from the 
Government which may total more 
than $300,000 on the basis of a re- 
cent Internal Revenue Department 
ruling that they are “independent 
contractors” and as such are 
subject to these levies. 

Another ground for the suit, 
Donolow believes, is the fact that 
most actors, because they work for 
diverse employers, had overpayed 
social security taxes. Donolow is 
collecting powers of attorney. As 
soon as this is effected he will 
file suit in Federal Court here. 


Hotel New Yorker To 
Make Ice Rink Repairs 


New Yorker hotel. N. Y., has set 
aside the week of May 1 to do the 
long-waited repairs on its ice rink 
and will substitute a floor show con- 
sisting of acts, but no line. 
Rosini will double from the Ver- 
sailles, N. Y.. and the Norton Sisters, 
vocal trio, are set. 


not | 


Paul | 


Others are ten- | 


Tax In; Femmes Out 
Los Angeles. April 18. 

One result of the 30° tax bite 
on nitery entertainment in this 
sector is an increase in the stag 
line at the bar and a decrease in 
the boy-meets-girl theme in the 
booths. 

Corollary is a heavy demand 
by innkeepers on the whole- 
salers for hard liquor to ease the 
tonsils of lone males, who pre- 
fer liquid to vocal escapism. 


Mimic Roy Rogers 
Nixed By AGVA On 
Agent Pact Squawk 


American Guild of Variety Artists 
turned thumbs down last week on 
request of Roy Rogers, pantomimist, 


that his exclusive three-year agent’s | 


contract with Johnny Singer be 
abrogated. Rogers is not to be con- 
fused with the cowboy film star of 
the same name. 
Rogers charged 
contract by not 
proper buildup of 
not. increased his 
and that commissions in excess of 
the legal 10‘) had been deducted 
from his. salary. AGVA_ upheld 


Singer violated 
contributing to 
his career, had 
earning power, 


| Singer on all counts except the last, 


tative. 
Week is the final one for Jerry | 
Wald's orchestra. Tony Pastor re- 


places May 8 when a new ice show, 
which will be rehearsed by the skat- 
ers during the week's layoff, opens. 
Current show at the hotel hasn't 
been changed since last October. 


A NEW SINGING STAR 


JEAN TIGHE 


Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


NOW ENTERTAINING 
THE BOYS IN SCOTLAND 


WILLIE SHORE 


AL BORDE 


| spot only. 


ruling that commissions over 10% 
deducted from Rogers’ salary prior 
to Jan. 1, 1944, be returned. 


Since Jan. 1 AGVA members have | 


been permitted to pay commissions 
up to 15‘-, but the extra 5° may be 
paid only to an authorized booker 
who has an agreement to 
fect and who represents a Class A 
The agent, per usual, is 
entitled te his 10%. 


‘Harlequin, N. Y,, Set 


On Casablanca Site 


The Harlequin, N. nitery, 
opens April 25 on the site formerly 
occupied by the Casablanca. Club 


| will be operated by Joe Jacobs and 


Joe Bonds. 


Initial bill will be headed by 
| Dale Belmont. Irving Conn orch 
and Ramon’s rhumba band will al- 


Havana-Madrid Back 
To Lines After Squawk 
Havana-Madrid, N. /Y., 
which discontinued 
girls when the 30° 


ternate on the podium. 


nitery 


Federal 


ment tax went into effect early this | 


month, has reversed itself, 
Bistro is reverting to 
line policy when new show bows in 
early next month. 
agement that economy effected when 
girls were dropped didn't sit well 
with the customers. 
In addition to the 
coming show will also 
and Eva Reyes. 
from “Mexican Hayride.” 


its 


ponies, forth- 
include Raul 
doubling 


dancers, 


AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX y/ 
7160 W. Abth St. N.Y.€. BRyant 9-7800 


OFFICES 


| 
| one to 
| was 


lunch 


that ef- | 


its line of eight | 
amuse- | 


former | 


Figured by man- | 


New York. 
Editor, “Variety”: 

With Mort Singer and John Me- 
Guirk passing on, the colorful boys 
, Of the theatrical business are grad- 
ually making their exit. «tAbe) Sab- 
losky & McGuirk were really a pair, 
mostly prominent in the ‘20's. I re- 
member the two of them when I was 
|} managing the Broadway theatre at 
| 4lst street and Broadway. 
used to come in every Tuesday, as 
Amalgamated Booking Offices 


They | 


U. of Mich. Studes, Butterfield Chain 


Wrangle Over ‘Unfair Competition’ 


Detroit. April 18. 

A row between students at the 
University of Michigan. who were 
booking acts and bands to entertain 
soldiers on the campus, and a repre- 
sentative of. the Butterfield circuit, 
which operates all five theatres in 
the college town at Ann Arbor. 


| flared up last week. 


| were in the Broadway theatre bidg. | 


| The two men were insenarable; you 
never one without the other. 
They even walked in step and rumor 


Saw 


from 
| together. 


away home, they even slept 
Of course, the cynics 
cl-imed this was due to a desire of 
watch the other, but 
not so. 

Both possessed a lot of humor in a 
dry, laconic way. I used to 
with them on Tuesday 
at Brown's Chop House, at 


over 
which 


| Which generated on the rialto since 
| the previous Tuesday, as well as any 
dope on the latest vaudeville acts, 
pictures, ete. I first knew them 
| when I was a young fellow playing 
in vaudeville in a school room act. 
They had a theatre in Norristown, 
Pa., where the State Insane Asylum 
| was also located. Regular acts, play- 
ing Keith's Philadelphia, used to fill 
in the following week at Norris- 
|town. If the week they played there 
| happened to contain a holiday, like 
T nksgiving, Christmas, ete.. Sab- 
losky & McGuirk would ask the 
acts to give a morning show at the 
foolish factory. They then recipro- 
'cated by setting up the holiday din- 
ner for the actors at the local hotel. 

During this period, I, as 


a number of other young fellows | 
had sideline writing parodies. 
There used. to be a type of act in 


those days that would come on the 
bill and part of their routine would 
be to sing a dozen or more verses 
on topical subjects, i.e, The Sheath 
Gown. Harry Thaw, the Cut Up, Dr. 
Mary Walker, wearing men’s pants: 


that | 


hath it, when on the road, traveling | 


What gave the feud plenty of fire- 
works is that the representative of 
the theatres, Edmund Shields. a vice- 
president of Butterfield, also happens 


to be a regent of the university with- 


plenty of say on student affairs. 
a result of his protest. University 
President Ruthven nixed the show 
“Victory »Varieties,” which was to 


As 


/play in Hill Auditorium Jast Satur- 


go to} 


time they caught up on any gossip | 


aay. 

A month ago, students on the cam- 
pus, to entertain the 2.000 Army and 
Navy trainees at the U. of Mich.. 
started importing talent from Chi- 


cago and lost $400 on the first show 


| However, 


well as | 


| Tammany Hall. Any scandal or front | 


page news was quickly seized upon 
and parodied in verse. We 


selling a couple or two to an act on 


the bill whose stuff might have been | 


hot a month previous, but was a 
little stale, due to tempus fugiting. 

I remember on the occasion of the 
Thanksgiving dinner, following our 
morning show at the insane asylum, 
Sablosky & McGuirk were both 
present and under the 


used to | 
| pick up $8 or $9 or $10 a week by 


influence of 


a couple of ales, everybody stood 
up and did something. My contri- 
bution was as follows (to the tune} 


of “Throw Him Down McCloskey”): | 


Throw “Em Down Sablosky 
Drag ’Em Out McGuirk. 

If you want a next-to-closing act 
Just call up Billy Burke.” 

His acts. are all big knockouts 
A riot on any bill 

Three cheers for Abe Sablosky 
And one for vaudeville. 


Of course, amid great applause 
some rabble-rouser wanted to know 
why I had left out McGuirk, which 


the spot, 
vith McGuirk wa 
didn't want to start a 


ving Day. 


put me on 
I could rhyme 
“turk” and I 
fight on Thar ksg 
Burke produced the s ool- 


McDonald 


TARAS 


and 


MASTERS 


Dance Perfectionists 


GOLDEN GATE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
of April 5 


* 


ORPHEUM 
OAKLAND 
Week of April 12 


Thanks to 


John Dahlinger Agency 


San Francisco 


as the only thing 


students felt they were 
beginning to feel their way into show 
business and were set to continue 
their project until Shields, in-his eca- 


pacity as regent, voiced his sharp 


protest on using public buildings for | 


private entertainment and for com- 
peting with legitimate show biz in 
Ann Arbor. 

The students, in turn, acting 
through Roy Boucher, president of 
the Michigan Union, charged that 
the university president had acted on 


Shields’ instigation and added that | 
the university had engaged in other | 


| theatrical enterprises without 
| test from the theatre group in Ann 
| Arbor. 


pro- 


It is understood that the cancella- 
tion of the show last week, which 
had booked professional talent from 
Chicago, will result in no change in 
Coca-Cola's plans to bring its “Spot- 
light Band” program to the univer- 
sity campus this Saturday, where it 
will also pay for which 
follows for the military trainees at 
the school. 


the dance 


New Philly Org to Act 
For Nitery Employees 
Philadelphia, April 18. 

A council embracing unions of all 
crafts working in nightclubs and 
hotels was organized here last week 
to deal with employee problems in 
this field. 

The organization is to be known 
as the Hotel and Cafe Trade Council. 
Officers of the council are: Richard 
C. Mayo, local American Guild of 
Variety Artists, president; Anthony 
Matz, Power and Maintenance Work- 
ers, vice-president, and Larry Stoltz, 
Hotel and Cafe Employees, 
tary-treasurer. 


secre- 


LATER WITH MCA 


Kenneth Later joined staff Mone 
day (17) of Musie Corp. of America. 

He'll’ work out of MCA’s N. Y. 
office for two weeks and then join 
MCA staff on the Coast. 


—— | 


THE CHORDS 


World-Famous Imitators of Popular Bands 


4TH CONSECUTIVE WEEK THIS SEASON 
NOW 


SLAPSY MAXIE’S 


Hollywood, California 


(Thanks to JACK FLYNN) 


Just Completed Our Latest Picture 


“STARS ON PARADE”’ 


To Be Released Soon 


Persenal Management, EDDIE SMITH 


Paramount Building. New York, N. Y. 


30 
14 | 
| 
| 
| 
wie 
| 
| | 
l U 
TRO 


40 VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 19, 1944 


U.S. Performers Squawk Against 15%, 


Canadian Tax Sans Expense Allowance 


vaude acts working in? 

objecting to the 15% 

Tax regulation 
there recently. 
withholding regulation in- 
stituted in the U. S., the Canadian 
regulation makes no _ provision 
expense deductions 
is withheld. 

Cafe Owners of Canada dis- | 
patched its attorneys to Ottawa, the 
Dominion’s seat of government, to 
argue the point. They were equipped 


American 
Canada are 
ithholding 
into effect 
the 20%, 


has 


for | executive, 
before the tax this week to size up clubs and other 
| work 

acts, 
He'll be gone about three weeks, 


put ‘Tom Martin to Mex City 
Unlike | Por Gen’l Amus. Double-O 


Tom Martin, General Amus. Corp. 


leaves for Mexico City 


opportunities for American 


with a copy of deductions permiss- ‘Max Finn to Confer 


ible under the U. S. withholding | 
law, which was supplied by the} 
American Guild of Variety Artists. | 


With AGVA on Ban 


Max Finn, representative of FE. M. 


Loew's theatres, New England chain, 


T: 
W atson W Ins Infringement | will confer tomorrow (20) with Dave 
Suit on ‘Beef Trust’ Lift | Fox. director of the N. Y. local, 


| American Guild of Variety Artists, 


Billy Watson, veteran burlesque 
comic-producer, who recently filed 
suit against Sam Briskman, former 
burlesque operator, for infringing on 
and illegally producing “Krouse- 
meyer's Alley” and “Watson's Beef 
Trust.’ won an out-of-court settle- 
ment last week. Amount not dis- 
closed, although Watson said it was 
a sizable and satisfactory figure. 

Watson, who authored and repeat- 
edly produced “Krousemeyer’s Al- 
ley" 
group of hefty chorines, all over 200 
pounds, as “Watson's Beef Trust,” 
sued Briskman for using them in a 
stock burlesque at the Casino, Cen- 
tury theatres, Brooklyn, and else- 
where without his consent or a roy- 
alty arrangement. 


tive unfair list since Anpril 7. 
ming out of a claim against the the- 
|atre for three days’ salary by Josie 
| Thorpe, who charges breach of con- 
tract. 


La Martinique, N. Y., nitery. 
in for four weeks. 


in an effort to reach a settlement of | 
| the AGVA “unfair” list against the 
| Court Square theatre, Springfield, 
| Mass. 


House has been on the AGVA ac- 
stem- 


and also contrived the idea of a ‘Rose Marie Dated 


For La Martinique 


Rose Marie joins bill May 10 at 
She’s 


Buddy Lester, comedian, current, 


will share top billing with singer. 


| union’s 


Benny Davis May Be 
Put on Unfair List In 
AGVA Cafe Action 


Benny Davis, whose Frolics nitery 
atop the Winter Garden, N. Y., was 
closed more than a year ago by the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
for non-payment of salaries, faces 
further AGVA action as a result of 
a report of administration expenses 
issued in connection with  bank- 
ruptey proceedings of the nightclub. 
Latter is now the cafe Zanzibar. 

Total of wage claims filed and al- 
lowed for all personnel, including 
performers, is $2,085.56, as shown by 
the report. of which AGVA claims 
only $92 to have been received to 
cover talent salaries. 
AGVA that wages still due members 


of the bill total $1,103.90, less pay- | 
ments made to each performer from | 


monies collected by the union prior 
to the Frolics’ close. 

AGVA’'s loudest beef is directed at 
the expenses compiled in official set- 
tlement of the bankruptcy. Legal 
expenses, it is contended, virtually 
consumed the remaining assets after 
the nitery folded. 

AGVA looks to Davis to make good 


personally on the $1,103.90, with the | 


alternative of being placed on the 
unfair list. 


Bea Kay’s Pic Comes Ist, 


Beatrice Kay will be unable to 
join Lou Walters’ new “Slap Happy,” 
vaude show, because of a conflicting 
film commitment. Comedienne is 
slated to leave for the Coast soon to 
begin work on “Diamond Horseshoe,” 


her first picture under term contract 
with 20th-Fox. 


Claimed by | 


DIAMOND HORSESHOE, 


nitery, 
revue has 


Diamond Horseshoe 
York, May 4 New 
operatic motif. 


is staging, and show has lyrics 
Rose and 


Harriet Hoctor directing 


costumes. 


N.Y. IN MAY 4 DEBUT 


“Opera En Caserole” will supplant 
“Post-War Prevue” at Billy Rose's 
New 


an 


John Murray Anderson, as usual, 


by 


music by Dana Suesse. 
the 
dances. Albert Johnson is doing the 
sets and Miles White designing the 


Cast will include three holdovers, 
Herman Hyde, Bob Hall and Billy 
Banks, all of whom will do new spe- 


cialties; the Mangenes, Marcia Dale, 


prima; William Quentmeyer, Mitchell 
Edwards and Mitchell Britton, Three 


| Rosebuds and Cecil Levin, ballerina. 


Cross-Dunn, Costello, 


Naldi for new show at his N. 
Latin Quarter. 


date is June 25. 


forthcoming 
vaude revue 


Walters’ 
Broadway 


new nitery show. 


SET BY ‘ICECAPADES’ 


Cafe, has just been contracted 


number for the linegirls in 
capades of 1945.” 


or three weeks to start rehearsals. 


Happy.” expected to day-date w 


Raye-Naldi in N.Y. LQ 


Lou Walters has pacted Cross and! 
Dunn, Diosa Costello and Raye and 


Tentative opening 


Cross and Dunn would double into 
two-a-day 
“Slap 


ith 


Pittsburgh, April 18. 
Vie Charles, puppeteer at Nixon 


by 


John H. Harris, president of Arena 
Managers Assn., to stage a marionet 
“Ice- 


Charles leaves for the Coast in two 


Los Angeles Evening Herald- 
Express, 
Wednesday, April 5, 1944 


Boogie Tilts 


With Corn 
Watsons, Ella Mae 


Morse Split Honors 
By W. E. OLIVER 


You could divide the five new 
Orpheum acts into two parts this 
week, a headliner to each. The 
middle act, Coco, Steve and Eddie, 


a trio of comedy acrobats, you 


could throw either way—to close 
the first half or open the second, 
Wouldn't make any difference, 

But it would make a difference 


in caps if you left the Watson Sis- 
ters out of the first half. 

They practically open the show, 
following Al Lyons’ orchestral 
backgrounding of the Briants, a 
pair of mute comedians. The 
tumbler’s loose-jointed buffoonery 
is good entertatinment, but no kind 
of act for a pair of bustling dames, 
such as the Watson girls, to follow, 

One of them, Kitty, is a flip and 
cagey trouper. The other one, Fun- 
ny, calls to mind the stout-hearted 


and irrepressible Marie Dressler. 
Her full-figured, blow-the-man- 


down type aptly fits her partner's 
jibe: a great big sweater girl. 
Dressed in military uniforms, 
they amply play on the funny side 
of the women's side of army life. 


@ SMART CORN 


Cracking their own material, up 
to date as a new issue of Stars and 
Stripes and as ripe with corn as an 
Abbott and Costello routine, they 
take over the audience and hold 
them solidly for the most 
enjoyable sessions of laughter in 


vaudeville’s golden 


one of 


this town since 
davs. 
tan 


Man, woman, child or boogie 
you'll like this doughty duo. 


I vouch for the boogie crowd. 
too. I saw plenty who came to hear 
boogie Queen Ella Mae Morse 
make her local debut, taking in 


those Watson girls like something 
they never knew existed, 


WATSON SISTERS 
ORPHEUM THEATRE 
LOS ANGELES 


CLUBS. 


Sae 44-18—Las Vegas, Nev. 


FOR LAUGHTER AND ENTERTAINMENT YOU CAME 
THRU 100 PER CENT ON YOUR INITIAL NITE CLUB 
ENGAGEMENT. A NATURAL FOR HOTELS AND NITE 


MAXINE LEWIS, DIR. 
RAMONA ROOM 


11 


HOTEL LAST FRONTIER 


Just completed return date within 3 months 
GOLDEN GATE, SAN FRANCISCO 
ORPHEUM THEATRE, OAKLAND 


SON 


SIST 


FANNY AND KITTY 


Personal Management—JACK CURTIS 
1908 Paramount Bldg., N. Y. 


THE ONE AND ONLY ORIGINAL 


Daily Mirror, N. Y., 
December 9, 1943 


NICK KENNY SPEAKING: 

ThD COLLINS ought to grab 
those hilarious chatter-boxes, 
kitty and Fanny Watson, for the 
Kate Smith show. They area radio 
find. Bridgeport is still raving oye 
their appearanace there Sunday at 
the Lyric. 


Los Angeles Examiner, 
Friday, April 7, 1944 


Laugh Note 


SISTERS KITTY and Tranny 
Watson hit a laugh hysterical note 
in the fun-crammed Orpheum 
stage revue, when dressed as a 
WAC and a WAVE they bemoan 
regulations. 


Los Angeles Daily News, 
Thursday, April 6, 1944 
By CRAIG DOUGLAS 


A pair of gals who found they 
couldn't break away from the fas- 
cination of the two-a-day are the 
Watson sisters, who have recently 
returned to show business with 
a wacky WAC routine that starts 
with chuckles in the audience and 
builds up into guffaws. Good old 
corn is dished out in double help- 
ing portions from both the 
Who yesterday afternoon had even 
that suave batoneer Al Lyons join- 
ing in for some neat ad libbing. 


gals, 


Las Vegas Morning Tribune, 
Tuesday, March 21, 1944 


Watson Sisters Are 
Laugh Provokers At 
Hotel Last Frontier 


Setting what many have termed 
“a new high in the comedy side 
of the army,” the Watson Sisters 
have recently opened the new show 
at the Frontier with their riotous 
laugh skit, “A Couple of Wacs.” 


In the popular unitorm of the 
Army branch of Uncle Sam’s nieces 
in the services, the sisters are 
nightly politely satirizing their 
“GL” sisters, 
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| 
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itors 
bankruptcy, will relight as soon as 
several legal tangles are unravelled. 
Ben 
Ueberall is planning to take over and 
reopen as the Moulin Rouge. 


of the 


| counsel for 
| Variety Artists, 
| pulled out 
| week by the new selective service 
| ruling affecting men past 26. Rosen- 
| thal was slated for 


day (11), but received’an official 
notice the previous day telling him 
to report. 


not 


Saranac 


By Happy Benway 


The sparkler Tootie Emerson 
flashing is an engagement gift { 
Goode Holmes. Nuptials are 
mid-summer. Both 
and flashing good reports. 

Frank Hoffman visited his 
Betty, who is responding 
treatment here. 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., April 1g, f 
is 


Among the former colonyites who 


made the grade here and have 


turned to their homes are Ford Raye 
mand, Bill Fletcher, Monroe Cole. 


man and Hazel Gladstone, Los An. 
geles; Tommy Vicks and Bob Catae 
ret, Boston; Joseph Vaughey, Den. 
Pat 
Mass.; Bob Care 


ver; Bobby Graham, 
Rogers, Worcester, 
ter, Detroit. 

Dr. Henry Leetch 
medico, being groomed as 
Mayoralty candidate here. 


Toronto: 


Eddie Vogt still handing out plenty 
of good cheer to the less fortunate 
Lad ig 


here between rest periods. 
showing fine improvement. 


The passing of Mannie Lowy, Rudy 
Vallee’s fiddler, was a sad blow to 
He was the co-sponsor 


this colony. 
of our Good Samaritan Club. 


Write to those who are ill. 


Club Continental, N. Y., 


Due to Reopen Shortly 


Club Continental, New York, which 


folded several weeks ago when cred- 
threw the management into 


New syndicate headed by 


Nitery is located in the basement 
former NVA clubhouse on 


West 46th street, currently operating 
as the Hotel Sharon. 


Rosenthal Deferred 


Mort Rosenthal, acting 
the American 
was 
of the 


among 
draft ranks 


rom 
set for 
are Rogerites 


wife, 
nicely tg 


ex-NVA 
next 


national 
Guild of 
those 

last 


induction Tues- 


ENTERTAINING OVERSEAS WITH 
USO-CAMP SHOWS 


BOB EVANS 
WITH JERRY O'LEARY 


Personal Management 
EZ KROUGH 


Broadway’s Youngest 
Producer-Designer 


JOE CROSBY 


Now Preparing 


The Surprise Package .. . 


“Midnight in Manhattan” 


CAPPELLA :PATRICIA 
Now TROCADERO 
Reno, Nevada 


ALWAYS WORKING 


*‘Whitey’’ Roberts 


Now in Fourth Week at 
Jack Lyneh’s Walton Roof, Phil., Pa. 
“The real show stopper is “Whitey’ 
Roberts, a clever comedian, dance! 


and juggler.’ —PHIL, NEWS. 


UNUSUAL GOWN OFFER 


Gorgeous exhibition daneing and 
ing gowns. Jeweled bodices, parisian 
feather skirts 7 and & yards wide, 
nets; chiffons, with rhinestones, span- 
gles, jei, etc. Some never used, others 
like new (sizes 12-14), From $15 to 
$150 

ACT QUICKLY—SAVE MONEY 

x 474, Variety, 154 as | 46th St., 


New York 19, N 
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Wednesday. April 19, 1944 


VARIETY 


4! 


THE CUSTOMERS 


To 


ERROL FLYNN 
and PAUL LUKAS 


(IN "UNCERTAIN GLORY") 


To 
The Warner Bros. Theatre Staff 
And To 


My Gast... 


For their aid in making my stay at the 
Strand Theatre, N. Y., such a gratify- 
ing success... 


THANKS Also To 


DAVE WOLPER... 


In appreciation of his splendid coop- 
eration during my six months at his 
Hurricane Restaurant... 


Ted Lewis 


Currently Strand Theatre, New York 
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VARIETY 
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Kelly’s Stable Phil D’Arcy _—— 
| Clark Monroe Ore 3 Merrymakers e e 
| Coleman Hawkins Sig Schotb Ore 
| Clarence Profit 3 Ruban Bleu | ul eviews 
ro ri | j | Dink Patterson Imogene Coca 
| Billy. Daniels Bill Goodin 
| Miss Rhapsody Diane Courtney — — ntinued from page 
WEEK OF APRIL 21 La Conga Ce page 38 
| Cordova AC was due for the Room, legit. Good pics draw real coin 
F ills below indicate opening day of show ' Harris, Claire & 8S Sammy's N. Y., just before that spot closed its| Havana populace also goes strong f 
— split week : Bowery Guy 90's | doors, but now seems to be ma-j| good music when it’s available.” 
: Machito Rhumba Bd) Marty Reide rooned in Havana. At three shows} In fact, there’s plenty of dough 


Paramount | 


NEW YORK ere Billy Holiday 
Paramount (19) OLYMPIA 
Xavier Cugat Bd Miami (18) 
Cugat Choir 
Lyn Shirley E Lindsay Dancers 
- Dean Murphy Gene Baylos 
CHICAGO Raye & Pedro 
Chicago (20) Nick Lucas 
Jack Marshall Chas O'Donnell Co 
Berry Bros TOLEDO 
Juvelys Paramount (21-23) 
Joan Merrill Chas Spivak Bd 
Regal (20) Terry & Ralph Rio 
Tiny Hill Bd Nelson's Novelettes 
BOSTON Gene Sheldon 
RKO (20) 3 Hearts 
Henry Busse Ore (13) 
Ray Eberle Martha Raye Co 
Georgie Kaye 3 Winter Sis 


ITDe Val Merle & Lee 
13) 


Wallace Puppets 
Senor Carlos Co 
Pat Henning 
Dolly Dawn 
Bill Robinson 
CINCINNATI 
Palace (20) 
Tommy Tucker 
Marion Hutton 
Hal Le Roy 
Cy Reeves 
(13) 
&eorge White's Co 
CLEVELAND 
Albee (20) 
Les Brown Orc 


Ore 


Roy Smeck 

Condos Bros 

3 Swifts 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (25-27) 

George White's Co 

(18-20) 

Tommy Tucker Ore 

Marion Hutton 

Hal LeRoy 

Cy Reeves 


ROCHESTER 
Temple (14-16) 
Johnny Long Ore 
3 Hearts 
Max & His Gang 
Terry & Ralph Rio 


Southern 


ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
Pantage (20-23) 
Tropical Nights 
Dothan 
Martin (16) 
Gray Gordon Ore 


Lyrie (20-23) 
Follies d’ Armour 


Criterion (19) 
Youth & Beauty 
Charleston 
Victory (17-18) 
Talk of the Town 
Columbia 
Carolina (19-20) 
Talk of the Town 
Greenville 
Center (18) 


Patricia Bright The Masons 
| Mata & Hari Galli Sis 
Ber Mar Nancy Healy 
CAMDEN Ted & Art Miller 
Towers (21-23) Kay & Karol 
Terry Sis 24-26) 
Elaine Barrett Elliott & Hal 
Wally West George Ross 
Howell & Bowser Aunt Jemima 
Del Martins PROVIDENCE 
ELIZABETH Metropolit'n (21-23) 
Liberty (20-23) Johnny Long 
Charles & Barbara | Mage & Karr 
The Graysons (2 to fill) 
Bobby Henshaw SPRINGFIELD 
Renee & Jim Court Sq. (20-23) 
Gene Bedini Marey McGuire 
HARTFORD Hank Siemon 
State (21-23) N Bac Dancers 
Woody Herman Ore| Del Rae Bros 
Lennie Gale Lou Brown Co 
Eunice Healy WOONSOCKET 
NEWARK New Park (21-23) 
Adams (20) Ben McAtee 
| Bob Chester Ore Tripp & Fall 
(jay Nineties Rev Rhythmettes 
Billy Reves Chester Dolphin 
Leonora Sola Bob Fullers Co 
NORFOLK WORCESTER 
Center (20) Plymouth (16-19) 
Allen & Kent N Bac Dancers 
Windy Cook Ray Eberle 
Amazing Ballantine} Hank Siemon 
Virginia Weidler Del Rae Bros 
PATERSON Lou Brown Co 
Majestic (20-23) Barr & Estes 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Aquarium West. 
Jones Boys (3) 
Skunk Hollow 8 
Angie Bond 3 
The Fleshmen (3) 

Armando’s 
Ann Francine 

Bal Tavarin 
Roy Douglas 
S Montmartra Gls 
Acorn & Simmons 
Jack Barrie 
Lou Harold Ore 
Frank Warren Ore 

Bill Bertolotti’s 
Norma Raymond 
Laura Wilson 
Vincent Pierce 
Sally Goodwin 
Moya Gifford 
Loretta Lane 
Victor Dietz 
Judith Baker 


Harry Meehan 
James B. Allison 
Four Rose Buds 
Will Quentmeyer 
Rosalie Grant 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
Jose Morand Ore 
Hotel Astor 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
Jose Morand Ore 
Hotel Berimont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Peter Chan 
Kim 
Mei Lings 
Kathryn Lee Chang 
Wong Sis 
Hote! Biltmore 
Ann Warren 
Hal Chase 
Ray Heatherton Ore 
ftlotel Commodore 


en BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


NEW YORK 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMA 


PARAMOUNT BUILDINS 


BEVERLY 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. 


AGENCY 


La Martinique Jack Sheehan 


Retty Garrett Spivy’s Roof 
Mark Plant Spivy 

Morey Amsterdam Walter Liberace 
Fanchon Fred Keating 
Jimmy Byrnes Stork Club 


Max! Bergere Oro 

Socasses Ore 
Latin Quarter 

Mazzone & Abbott 


Russ Smith Orch 
Tavern-on-Green 

Joe Ricardel Orc 
Tony’s Trouville 


Dave Apollon’ Cy Walter 
Walter Nielson Rita Molina 
The Blanchards Alex Giraldo 


Don McGrane Orch} Harry Le Roy 
Jose Cortez Orch Edy 
La Vie Parisienne | p:ys 
Celeste Holm 
Leon & Exidie’s 
Eddie Davis 


Davis 

Ubang! Club 
Viola Jefferson 
Hot Cha Drew 


Sherry Britton Versailles 
3 Little Sis Carl Brisson 
Wynn 2 Paul Rosini 

Ken Buffett Ray Sinatra Ore 
Walter John Machito Bad 
Beatrice Fung Oye Diana Corday 
Lou Martin Orc Larry Douglas 


Monte Carlo 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Flayne Hume 
Ralph Rotgers Bd 
Delores Del Carmen 

Old Reumaniap 
Ralph Fielder 
Harriet 
Vera Niva 
Murray White 


Village Barn 

Zev Carver 
Dick Thomas 
Red River Dave 
Estelle Loring 
Tiny Clark 
Gerri Gale 
Pop Brownlee’s H 

Village Vanguard 


Sadie Banks Albinny Jones 
Joe LaPorte Ore Ginger Dulo 
Paris Qui Chante Gwen Tyne 
Milde Hudpie Ledbetter 
30b Maurice 
Leo Pleskow Bo see : 
Erie Asken Carmen Montoya 
Myrette Ponselle Tommy Hayden 

Queen Mary Mile. Hildeen 

i Gertrude Hild 


Naya Grecia The 


Harry Horton Ore 
Pat Clayton Zanzibar 
Irving Conn Ore Ethel Waters 
Peter Rotunda Bd Maurice Rocco 

Son & Sonny 


Rogers Corner 
Korn Kobblers 3. Peppers: 
Harry Lefcourt Ore | Harold Nicholas 
Papaya Hawatians Tops & Wilda 
Victor Quartet Sabby Lewis Orch 
Harold Green Peewee Marquette 
Ross MacLean Hal Thomas Bd 


_ Lin Yutang | 


Continued from page 1 


short subjects. Film stars have been 
conscripted by the government for 
the making of propaganda pictures, 
according to Dr. Yutang. 

“There is a need for the importa- 


HILLS, CAL. 


GEORGIA 
Augusta 
Modjeska (20-22) 
Youth & Beauty 
NO. CAROLINA 
Charlotte 
Broadway (21-22) 

Star Dust Rev 
Salisbury 
State (20) 
Dust Rev 
Wilmington 
Carolina (21-22) 
Talk of the Town 
SO. CAROLINA 
Anderson 


Star 


Youth & Beauty 
Spartanburg 
“State (17) 

Youth & Beauty 
TENNESSEE 

Knoxville 
Bijou (17) 

Tropical Nights 
VIRGINIA 
Newport News 
James (17-19) 

Eye Dears of 1944 

Roanoke 
Roanoke (19) 
Star Dust Rev 


Wa 


rner 


NEW YORK CITY, Teddy Powell Ore 
Strand (21) Virginia Austin 
Ted Lewis Ore 4) 
(14) Charlie Spivak Orc 
Ted Lewis Ore Ray English 
ELMIRA Carlton Emmy 
Keeney (24-26) UTICA 
D'Artega Orc Stanley (25-27) 
(17-19) Woody Herman Or¢ 
Johnny Long Ore Lenny Gale 
Terry & Ralph Rio Eunice Healy 
3 Hearts WASHINGTON 
PHILADELPHIA Earle (21) 
Earle (21) Renald & Rudy 
Tars & Spars Roxvettes 
(14) Pat Henning 
Les Brown Ore Dupree & Charlo 
Carol Bruce (14) 
The Albins Paul Remos 
Chris Cross Gali-Gali 
PITTSBURGH Roxyettes 
Stanley (21) Eileen Ritter 
Bill Robinson Betty Jane Smith 
| 
NEW YORK CITY| Sabins Personettes | 
Musie Hall (20) (3 to fill) } 
Harrison & Fisher Lynbrook (22-23) | 
Grace Panvini Alice Breeze 
Janice Ciofi Ollie Franks 
Geo Young (3 to fill) e 
Roxy (20) Sunnyside (22-23) 
Paul Whiteman Ore] Moore & Connors 
Jean, Jack & J Adele Brae 
Jeannie Brideson (3 to fill) 
Pauline Koner ALLENTOWN 
Victor Borge State (24-26) 
Harold Gordon Chester Dolphin Co 
Joan Edwards Wally West 
Crotona (18) BALTIMORE 
Elton Britt Hippodrome (20) 
Sabins Personettes Sally, J & Mascot 
Alice Breeze Wally Boag 
Smith & Hart Arren & Broderick 
Rosalie Dee Stubby Kaye 
3 to fill) G Victor Quartette 
LONG ISLAND Royal (20) 
Jamaica (17-19) Lil Greene 
Tripp & Fall Tiny Bradshaw Ore 
Charles & Barbara | Tampa Boys 
Bobby Henshaw 3 Welles 
Ginger Rae & Fifi | Tanglefoot & B 
2 Tones Jerry Taps 
(20) State (20-22) 
Alice Breeze Elliott & Hal 
Rosalie Dee Sasha Leonoff 
(2 to fill) BOSTON 
(20-23) Bradford Hotel (26) 
Gerri Sullivan Artie Dann 


George Morris Ore 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Roberto Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90's 
Ethel Gilbert 
Joan Reilly 
Charles Rosoft 
Bernie Grauer 
Harold Willard 
Jack Ryan 
Charles Strickland 
Jimmy Burns 
Bill Kelsey 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Blue Angel 
Robert Cyum 
The Bernards 
Evelyn Knight 
Nora Sheridan 
| Ellis Larkins Trio 
Stuart Ross 
Bunty Pendleton 
Cafe Soclety 
(Uptown) 
Hazel Scott 
Jimmy Savo 
Mildred Bailey 
Kenneth Spencer 
Cugene Fields 3 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Cafe Soeety 
(Downtown) 
Pear! Primus 
| Mary Lou Williams 
Josh White 
Virginia Hope 
Eddie Heywood Orc 
Casbah 
Kiraly 
Harkins 8 
Danny Yates Ore 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Nicholas Khadarik 
N Veralle Ballet 
Viadimir Lazarev 
Cc. Codolban Ore 
Cerutti’s 
| Tom Morro 
| Eddie Steele- 
| Toni Morrow 
| Maxine Johnson 
Club 18 
» Sedley 
» Curran 
Noel Toy 


Sandra 
Jimmy 


Lord 
Gordon Andrews O 
Club 51 

Frankie Hyers 
Pat Harrington 
“Prot” Adducie 
Hilda Taylor 
Marco 
Peggy O'Neill 
Marie MeCall 
Marcia Kent 
Barbara Duane 
Club 1-2-3 
Roger Stearns 
Myra Kingsiey 
Copacabana 
Sophie Tucker 
Ted Shapiro 
Mildred Law 
Joel Herron 
Frank Marti Ore 
Coa Reuge 
Kathleen Kova 
Dick Wilson. Orch 
B Bizony Enemble 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Bob Hall 
Vivien Fay 
Victoria Rane 
Ross Sis 
Keith Hall 


Ore 


Georgie Auld Ore 
Miller Modernaires 
Hotel Dixte 

Al Trace Orc 
Hotel Edison 
Art Kassel Orc 
Hotel Essex House 
Nick D’Amico Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Lani McIntire Ore 
Leilani 
Mokihana 
Al McIntire 
Harold Aloma 
Hotel Lincoln 
Count Basie Ore 
Hotel McAipin 
Gladys Tell 
Ernest Hamory 
Eric Correa Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Jerry Wald Ore 
Hotel Park Centra: 
Bob Chester Orc 
G & G Bernard 
Hotel Pennsytvanta 
Frankie Carle Ore 
Hotes Pierre 
Dr Giovanni 
Jane Pickens 
Winters & Angeline 
Forrest Goodenough 
Kitty Crawford 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Ellen Mitchell 
Hotel Plaza 
Bob Hannon 
Celeste Holm 
Andree & Bonnie 
Mark Monte Ore 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Walter Perner Ore 
Hotel Savoy 
Clemente Ore 
Florinda 
Joseph Marvin ‘Ore 
Hotel Sheraton 
Duncan Sis 
Milt Herth 
Betty Westmore 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Dolores Del Carmen 
Ron Perry Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
Freddy Miller Ore 
Theodora Brooks 
Virginia Hays 
Bob Simone Ore 
Evan Jones Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 


Hotel Waldorf-A 
Russell Swann 
Victor Borge 


Dane & Talia 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hurricane 
Duke Ellington 
Wini Johnson 
Aibert Hibblen 
Crosby Sis 
The Albins 
Jerry & J Brandon 
Burton Biros 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Glenda Hope 
Jeanne Lynne 
Jo Ann Collier 
John Rockwood 
Burke 2 
Terry Spike 
Renee 
Mildred Truce 
Romero & Rosita 
Carter & Ross 
Lorna Rhode 


Ore 


Syivia Barry 


Joe Capello Ore 


Plaza | 


tion by Hollywood of first-class 
| Chinese actors and actresses for the 
| purpose of making films suitable for 
exhibition in that market. There 
used to be prejudice against actors 
and actresses in China, but not now 
with the upsurge of the drama,” he 
stated. 

Pointing out that there are sev- 
eral topflight stars in Chungking to- 
day who are capable of working in 
Hollywood, Dr. Yutang declared 
that a film like “Dragon Seed,” cur- 
rently being made on the Coast, 
would be the type picture Chinese 
stars such as Chin Yi, most popular 
Chinese actress, would excel in. 
Chinese are studying American film 
techniques amd steadily moving 
ahead in the making of pictures, he 
added. 

In the course of his trip, Dr. 
Yutang saw several shows put on 
by experienced artists for the troops, ¢ 
including “Arsenic and Old Lace.” 


Dr. Yutang visited with Richard 
Watts, Jr., drama critic on leave 


caught she did one turn each. She 
works hard and well, but her audi- 
ence jis a discouraging one. When 
the war ends, she’s a sure click for 
any New York spot wanting firstrate 
new talent of the type. Rene Toucet 
orch, a large outfit, is perhaps the 
best in Havana. Relief Cuban combo 
adequate. 

Rivalling the temporarily demised 
Sans Souci in class and al fresco 
beauty is Tropicana, which has been 
running for quite some time. It has 
music, dinner, two bands and an un- 
distinctive show. It also thrives on 
gambling. Saturday night business 
in good weather is excellent. Prices 
at all spots are reasonable—by 
American standards—though rather 
high for Havana. 

Casino de la Playa—the Summer 
Casino—opens for gambling every 
afternoon at three, which means five- 
thirty. For two months this winter 
it put up a valiant fight to establish 
itself as a swank dinner and dancing 
spot, and even put on an excellent 
show with such talent as was avail- 
able. But that attempt wasn’t sig- 
nally successful. Only the gambling 
room kept it from going hopelessly 
into the red, and finally the manage- 
ment abandoned all thoughts of din- 
ner and dancing crowds except on 
Saturday nights. 

Best act in Havana is on display 
occasionally at this spot. It’s an 
acrobatic-adagio pair billed as Car- 
lisse & Christian. Christian has a 
wow South American rep. Several 
years ago he knocked ’em for a loop 
in Havana, and on a return trip with 
a partner named Giselle, he repeat- 
ed. His new partner is a Cuban girl, 
and plenty oke. The act is playing 
for peanuts and has had a raft of 
offers from the States, but as he is 
on a Spanish pasport, there have 
been difficulties. As an act, it be- 
longs anywhere. 

Quite successful under new man- 
agement is the Club Casablanca, in 
the heart of downtown Havana. This 
place opened years ago as the French 
Casino, and flopped. Appeal is now 
directed at the multitudinous middle 
classes, and is a click. Dinner from 
eight, and music starts at 10. Three 
orchestras: straight, Cuban and Ar- 
gentine. The straight outfit ranks 
with the Toucet band at Montmartre. 
It is directed by Julio Brito and 
knows its way around. Cuban band 
is up to par. Argentine outfit defi- 
nitely NSG. No show here. 

Also in the process of transforma- 
tion from a hostess jernt to a re- 
spectable spot is the Zombie, for- 
merly the Eden Concert, next to 
Sloppy Joe's on Zulueta street in the 
middle of the city. Dinner and danc- 
ing. Prices reasonable: food and 
service fair. But the better class of 
Cubans have never enthused about 
any heart-of-the-city night club, and 
they’re not responding to this. How- 
ever, it catches quite some trade 
from service men. Management 
startled this mugg by a unique dece 
laration of policy in discussing new 
respectability of the place. He said 
they were barring unattached men. 
When asked why, his anfwer was 
simple and logical. “This is a dance 
place,” he explained. ‘When men 
come in alone, they must be looking 
for women. We have no hostesses 
and we don’t want our feminine 
guests bothered. So we keep ’em 
out.” 


from the N. Y. Herald Tribune to 
the OWI, in Chungking, and also 
saw Brooks Atkinson, N. Y. Times 
drama critic now reporting on the 
war for that paper. These men, he 
stated, are interested in furthering 
entertainment among the Chinese 
and he looks to them as good-will 
ambassadors and liaisons after the 
war, 


| 


Loew's Pension 


continued from page I 


cluding the pension plan, would be 
submitted to stockholders on or| 
about May 6. 

Retirement fund, which will cost | 
Loew’s, Inc., an estimated $3,000,000 
annually, currently plans for women 
to become eligible for retirement at 
60 and men at 65 years of age. | 

Amount of pension will be based | 
on 25% of the average annual nan! 
ings over a period of years, 42% ad-| 
ditional for each year of service. The | 
minimum of $240 and maximum of! 
$52,000 annual pension prevails, | 
from accounts, in all instances. 

In the meantime, however, Louis! 
B. Mayer’s deal with Metro, under 
present plans, calls for an adjust- 
ment whereby he will receive $500,- 
000 and other executives will accept 
a ceiling of $200,000 annually in sal- 
ary, all giving up their profit partici- 
pation deals. 

Mayer is slated to leave N. Y. for 
the Coast around the end of this 
week, 


| spectable. 
Conquistadores, who seem tired of it 


Second Raters 
Unabashedly second-rate, but in- 
teresting and successful, is the Club 
Faraon on Zanja street, which is the 
center of the old Chinese section. 
Two loud bands, plenty of liquor, a 
show with gals, responsive ladies 
sitting about, and an appeal to locals 
and visiting military who want to let 
their hair down. No rough stuff. 

Just plenty of good time. 
Cocktail and dinner dancing at the 
Hotel Nacional is veddy, veddy re- 
Music by a quintet, the 


all. But the dining room is good and 
the food is the best. in Havana. 
There’s no rule that you’ve got to 
listen to the music. 

Waterfront dives are either closed 
or haye become abysmally dives. 
You pays your money and you takes 
your choice—if you're reckless. They 
used to be fun for tourists, but not 
any more. Maybe that’s because 
there aren't enough tourists. 

Out near La Playa there are a 
dozen hot spots with sizzling native 
bands. Tariff there is plenty light, 
and fun can be had if you like it 
lowdown, 

Race track was open all winter, 
four days a week. Nags wern’t much 
good, but at least they were healthy 
enough to go the distance. Gam- 
bling, of course, every afternoon: 
roulette, birdcage, blackjack, bacca- 
rat and what-have-you. 

Chief amusement in the city is jai 
alai. Big fronton open every night 
except Monday and Friday, and 
averaging 5,000 per night. The Ha- 
bana-Madrid—the so-called “little 


fronton’”—putting on full programs 
seven afternoons and two nights per 
week and drawing the best crowds 
in its long history. 

Plenty of picture shows. No vaude 


around and it’s being spent freely 
Service men in quantity have made 
up for the lack of tourists. They're 
treated well by the natives and seem 
to have themselves plenty of good 
time. But there’s no reason why a 
good time can’t be had in Havana to- 
day. To the naked eye, they don't 
know there’s a war on. 


Latin Quarter, N. Y. 


Dave Apollon (4), The Blanch. 
ards (2), Son & Sonny, Walter Niel- 
son, Frank Mazzone & Gypsy Abbott 
(5), Una Cooper, Adele Parrish, 
Henri Therrien, Line (16): Don Mc.- 
Grane Orch, Ferando Canay Orch: 
minimum $2-$3. 


Lou Walters’ new revue, spot- 
lighting four new turns, shapes up 
stronger than its immediate prede- 
cessor, and is easily one of the spot's 
best. It has more production values 
than usual for present-day nitery 
lineups, with the Wally Wanger 
beauts highlighting four wham en- 
semble numbers, staged by Mme. 
Kamarova. Setup is so deftly paced 
it plays faster than the actual 75 
minutes running time. 


Dave Apollon has the star spot, 
and he, with three other acts plus 
Mazzone-Abbott acrobatic Apache 
dance novelty, now a fixture here, 
make the show jell. Apollon is us- 
ing his three Hawaiian musicians 
and his long familiar guitar manip- 
ulating for nice returns. Hawaiian 
boys are spotted also for comedy re- 
lief. Combo fits nicely in nightclub 
surroundings. 

The Blanchards, different knock- 
about acro-daiicing, ballroom com- 
bo are a happy addition. Mixed 
pair, which around 
in N. Y. class spots, really clean up 
with rugged stepping and slam-bang 
terps feats, 

Son and Sonny, trim colored boy 
tapsters, grab laurels with legit and 
unusual stepping. One is exception- 
ally agile tapping ballet style while 
other goes in for twirls and acro- 
batic splits. Easily a top turn in 
this category. 

Walter Nielson, whose unicycle act 
has been in Broadway musicals, 
adds novelty. Besides usual one- 
wheel bikes, he performs glibly on a 
walking stilts contraption, a barrel 
top with pedals and a miniature 
bike. Uses enough patter to break 
the monotony of daring stunts. 

Mazzone-Abbott dancers (four 
girls and male), besides scoring 
heavily with their by-now standard 
knock-about Apache specialty, re- 
turn for a typical acrobatic num- 
ber with gals barefoot. Also a hit. 


Holdovers include Adele Parrish, 
whose violin solos figure more im- 
portantly in current revue; Una 
Cooper, comely blonde acrobatic 
dancer, who leads a couple of pro- 
duction numbers; and Henri Ther- 
rien, male  balladist, scores 
nicely with a brief routine. Of sev- 
eral ensemble numbers, ‘Valse 
Viennese” and “Classic in Blue” are 
standout in costuming and staging. 
Don McGrane and Ferando Canay 
orchestras alternate for show and 
dance music repectively. Wear. 


N. Y. Nitery Followup 


Buddy Lester-Sunny Skylar 
premiere at La Martinique was a 
mad, jampacked affair which forced 
stripping the show, of all its trim- 
mings, with only Lester and Skylar 
doing their stuff. No room for the 
girls, and no room for dancing, s® 
Dario and Jim Vernon just put on 
the stars and the customers were 
amply rewarded. The younger 
brother of Jerry Lester, Buddy is @ 
facile funster whose forte, in Chi- 
cago and elsewhere, has been on the 
risque side but under Dario’s wise 
advice he sapolioed his stuff, to no 
personal disadvantage. He has some 
excellent comedy bits in that finale 
Safari routine. (Routine originated 
and still done by his brother, inci- 
dentally). The Richman, Tibbett, 
trumpet and kindred hokum also 
registers. As for Skylar, he’s the ex- 
Vincent Lopez vocalist, thus making 
still another alumnus of a band to 
step out on his own and make good. 
Skylar,-besides, has written English 
lyrics to such Latin hits as “Besame 
Mucho” and “Amor,” which lends 
him extra distinction. “Sinatra, Stay 
Way From My Door,” “If I Had You 
and “I Love You” round out an ac- 
ceptable vocal] routine. Maximilian 
Bergere’s music backup is good; his 
dansapation ditto (from memory, 
since patrons had no space am , 

e 


Vido Musso returns to Woody Het- 
map sax section April 21. Billy 
Bauer has replaced Hy White on 
guitar, Juan Tizol,, who was set to 
join Herman, joins Harry James’ 
reorganized band instead. 


| 
| | | 
| 
| | | 
| | | 
| 
| | 
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Inside Stufi—Lesit 


N. Y. Times Sunday (16) carried a double-truck in its magazine sec- 
tion marking the 25th year for the Theatre Guild. Text was accompanied 
by six pictures indicating some of its outstanding attractions, first being 
dated 1919, the show being “Bonds of Interest,” and the last a scene from 
the current “Oklahoma” (St. James). Those intervening: “Saint Joan,” 
1923; “The Guardsman,” 1924; “Strange Interlude,” 1927: “Elizabeth the 
Queen,” 1930; “Ah Wilderness,” 1933; “The Philadelphia Story,” 1938. Not 
similarly highlighted are two other current Guild hits, “Othello” (Shu- 
pert) and “Jacobowsky and the Colonel” (Beck). 

Until about five years ago the Guild had a board of governors who se- 
lected the plays to be done by majority vote, but there were withdrawals 
during a period when the organization’s productions did not click, and 
since 1939 Theresa Helburn and Lawrence Langner have been the execu- 
tive directors. Earlier, also on the board, were Rollo Peters, Philip Moel- 
ler, Helen Freeman, Helen Westley, Justus Freeman, Maurice Wertheim, 
Lee Simonson and, for a time, Alfred Lunt. 


Report that “A Connecticut Yankee” must get extremely high grosses 
to operate profitably was incorrect. In Washingten the musical got around 
$24,000 last week, the profit approximating $3,500. It played the capital 
for two weeks, drawing capacity and could have maintained that pace 
without American Theatre Society subscriptions. “Yankee” opened a 
three-week engagement in Boston Monday (17). 

Dick Foran of “Connecticut Yankee” got a pounding in type from Jay 
Carmody, drama editor of the Washington Star, for failure to appear at 
the Naval hospital in Bethesda, Md., after he had been announced. Foran 
went to his New Jersey home to welcome a new baby, and at the same 
time was classified 1-A in the draft. Rebuke was an open letter run in 
the editor’s column in which other members of the company were praised 
and Foran scored. Carmody was emcee of the program. Actor called him 
up after the letter and there was a lively verbal exchange, with the inci- 
dent apparently closed. 


Mrs. Gilbert Miller, wife of the producer, will receive half the personal 
property in the estate of her father, the late Jules S. Bache, banker, philan- 
thropist and art patron, according to the terms of his will filed in sur- 
rogate’s court, N. Y. Gilbert Miller is executor of the estate. 

Bache explained in the will that he was making no further bequest to 
Mrs, Miller, or to his other daughter, Mrs. Frederic Beckman, because he 
had already made ample financial provision for them. A third of the residu- 
ary estate will go to a granddaughter, the wife of General John J. Persh- 
ing’s son, Warren. His huge art collection, valued at $12,500,000, will go 
to the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Bache died March 24 at Palm Beach. 
He was 82. - 


It appears that the N. Y. World-Telegram is impervious to petitions in 
reference to its byliners, latter being backed up by the editor right along. 
One protest reported having a flock of actor-signators critical of Burton 
Rascoe’s criticisms is still going the rounds but two similar squawks were 
sent the daily previously. Only professional names on one recognized 
around the World-Telly were those of Mary Martin (“One Touch of Venus,” 
46th Street, N. Y.) and Helen Hayes, who recently closed in “Harriet.” 
The other petition was signed by stagehands. It is indicated that pro- 
ducers have no urge to register a complaint against the reviewer, who 
frequently disagrees with the opinions of other critics. 


Mike Todd and Bobby Clark, starred comedian in Todd’s “Mexican 
Hayride” at the Winter Garden, N. Y., were guested Saturday night by 
The Lambs at the latters’ clubhouse in New York. It was a ribfest emceed 
by George Givot, also in “Hayride,” and a mob of several hundred turned 
out for the affair, which was featured by a number of skits kidding the 
pair, both members of the club, in addition to the usual feed. 


Two theatrical guides giving legit data, to supplant one suspended re- 
cently by Sam Zolotow, have been started. One, to be distributed to 
managers and newspaper drama departments, is due this week, being 
compiled by Ted Strong and Earl Blackwell, who operate Celebrity 
Service, Inc., titling their new release the “Theatrical Calendar.” The 
other is called “theatrical information bulletin” and it’s already on hand. 
Jean Marlowe and Betty Blake are issuing the bulletin. 


A freelance reporter with “Variety” for some months, Leo Shull is no 
longer connected with this paper. He’s the director of Genius, Inc., outfit 
of young actor hopefuls who make their headquarters in the St. James 
hotel, New York. 


100% EMPLOYMENT 


Hedgerow’s 21st Anni 


Philadelphia, April 18. 


OF TREASURERS UNION 


All members of the Treasurers 
and Ticket Sellers union are em- 
ployed, it being the first time in 
years that the boxoffice men have 
been 100% occupied. Opening of the 
racing season and the circus (Madi- 
s0n Square Garden) brought about 
an unprecedented demand for men, 
boxoffice occupancy being unusually 
high because virtually all legit the- 
atres are currently lighted. 

In order to hold its standing at the 
racetrack, the union decided to 
“draft” ticket men from some box- 
offices. There have been’ three 
ticket-sellers in a number of thea- 
tres, but one has been assigned to 
the track, where the pay has been 
raised from $8 to $10 daily. In order 
to maintain the racing employment 
quota, James Murphy and Morrie 
Seamon, business agents of the 
union, are filling in at the Jamaica 
track. Part of the union’s member- 
ship is in uniform. A few b.o. men 
are at the mutuel windows, the 
others selling tickets of admission. 


Seeks Daly’s, N. Y. 


Murray Brown is angling for 
Daly’s theatre, N. Y., closed for sev- 
eral seasons, to showcase five new 
Productions which the Murray 


Brown Associates, Inc., would ‘do at 
the theatre which, on 63d street, is 
off the beaten legit path. He'd do 
four-week runs and bring those 
showing promise to downtown the- 
atres in the Times Square district. 

Hitch is that Brown wants house 
on percentage while owners are ask- 
ing flat rental, 


Ramon Naya’s “Quintin Quintane” 
will have its premiere Friday (21) 
at the Hedgerow theatre, Rose Val- 
ley, Pa. Show will be the 154th 
production and 39th original to be 
done by this repertory company 
since it was founded by Jasper 
Deeter. 

Friday will also mark the 21st an- 
niversary of Hedgerow, theatre hav- 
ing opened April 21, 1923. 


Herk Joins McCoy 


I. H. Herk is back in show busi- 
ness, having joined the staff of 
Frank McCoy. He'll be company 
manager of “The Old Soak,” being 


‘COCKEYED INFERNO’ 


Magician Takes Cue from Pittsburgh 
Newsman for Show’s New Title 


Pittsburgh, April 18. 

Dante, the magician, has for a long 
time been looking for another title 
to tack onto his hocus-pocus show, 
which he has billed as “Sim Sala 
Bim” for several seasons now. Last 
week in Pittsburgh, he found it. Kap 
Monahan, of Scripps-Howard Press, 
in reviewing the veteran magi’s com- 
bination of comedy and legerdemain, | 
labeled it “Dante’s Cockeyed In- 
ferno.” 

Label hit the bearded Merlin with 
a bang and he announced that next 
season his revue would be billed 
exactly that way. 


$7,500,000 For 
‘Stars,’ Ends Run 


“Stars on Ice,” which finaled at the 
Center, Radio City, Sunday (16), 
topped Broadway last week, quoted 
gross being $48,000 for 15 perform- 
ances. Total takings for the rink 
revue approximated $2,500,000 dur- 
ing a two-part run of 89 weeks. 

Skating shows have been the most 
successful policy at the Center since 
it was built, having started in Octo- 
ber, 1940, the initial show being “It 
Happened on Ice.” Arthur M. Wirtz 
and Sonja Henie produced both 
shows and will present the third, 
called: “Hats Off to Ice” in June. 
San Carlo Opera Co. occupies the 
Center for a limited stay starting 
April 


‘Winged Victory’ Wins 
Priority for Theatre 
On Cooling Equipment 


Although the governmental ban on 
new cooling apparatus for theatres 
was Stated to be as strict now as last 
year, if not more so, the 44th Street, 
N. Y., is being equipped with an air- 
conditioning system. House has the 
Army Air Force drama, “Winged 
Victory,” and it is understood that 
because the proceeds go to Army 
Emergency Relief, a priority for the 
materials was granted at the latter’s 
request. 


The theatre is operated by the 
Shuberts, “Victory” playing on per- 
centage, which has netted the house 
end excellent profits. Managers will 
pay for’ the installation. The 
ticket sale for “Victory” extends for 
only another month (May 20). 


Claimed that the Century (“Fol- 
low the Girls’) and Adelphia 
(‘Allah Be Praised”), both pur- 
chased by the Shuberts more or less 
recently, will also have cooling sys- 
tems but whether priorities for mod- 
ern apparatus have been oktained 
has not been reveaied. Neither house 
was known to have been equipped 
for summer operation but, according 
to present indications, both are 
slated to remain open during the hot! 
period with the new musicals. | 

The 44th Street, which is in the 
heart of the theatre district while | 
the other two houses are somewhat 
outside the Broadway zone, could 
not have been operated during sum- 
mer. Last year “Rosalinda” moved 
from that spot to the Imperial be- 
cause of the torrid interior. An at- 
tempt to play vaudeville thereafier 
abruptly ended for the same reason. 

A deal to buy the 44th Street by 
the N. Y. Times, which planned to 
use the property for paper storage, 


revived with Guy Kibbee. Show 
opens at Toronto next Monday (24) 
and arrives in Detroit, at the Lafay- 
ette, May 15 for an indefinite stay. 

Herk was manager of the Detroit 
house when summoned back to New 
York early in the winter to serve 
a sentence in connection with “Wine, 
Women and Song.” He was released 
after about four and_ one-half 
months, Herk being in the hospital 
with pneumonia most of that time. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Stovepipe Hat’—Irving Gaumont. 

“Career Angel’—Andrew Billings, 
Joseph Dix. 

“Slap Happy”—Lou Walters. 

“Hickory Stick”—Marjorie Ewing, 
Mary L. Elkins. 

“Same Time Next Week”—Berle, 
Billings. 

“Helen Goes to Troy”—New Opera 
Co. 

“Pick-Up Girl’—Colligan, Bloom- 
field, Kaplan (Michael Todd). 

“The Old Soak” (road)—Frank 
McCoy. 


was reported several months ago 
but, with the installation of a cool-| 
| ing system, shows will apparently be 
| presented in the house indefinitely. | 
| 
} 
| 


large picture theatres, is more scarce | 


After 5 Years of Pros and Cons 
Big Union’ Idea Is Still a Headache 


a 


Rep Group Soliciting 
Bankrolling Via Mail 


Producers of Broadway plays now 
being solicited by mail for backing 
for a repertory theatre. Outfit 
known as Gotham Cavalcade Thea- 
tre trying to raise $50,000 to put on 
variety of plays from Chekhov and 
Strindberg to Elmer Rice and Rachel 
Crothers., 

John Parrish, vet actor-director, 
is general manager of “Gotham,” 
with Gene Cantrell, script-writer, 
and Alexander Wilde, actor and pro- 
ducer, as associates. Offering 1% 
interest for each $500 investment, 
with investors sharing in one-third 
of profits. 


$30,000 Advance 
Pre- Wind Bow 


So strong was the advance sale for 
Lillian Hellman’s “The Searching 
Wind,” which Herman Shumlin pre- 
sented to press plaudits at the Ful- 
ton, N. Y., last week, that regular 


agency allotments will not be made 
for another four weeks at least. Be- 
fore “Wind” opened takings approx- 
imating $80,000 were assured, 
through advance selling and mail 
orders, those transactions being en- 
tirely outside of agency circles. 

The advance sale includes 26 the- 
atre parties, sold in advance of open- 
ing and dated up to May 26. Those 
deals left one or two _ evenings 
weekly open for agency allotments 
up to that time, and what with mail 
orders only a few tickets have 
reached the brokers. There are nu- 
merous parties, too, for “Jacobowsky 
and The Colonel,” Beck, and the 
more recently arrived “Follow The 
Girls,” Century, which accounts for 
limited numbers of tickets available 
for the brokers. In the instance of 
“Jake” the usual Theatre Guild sub- 
scription further lessened’ the 
agency tickets. 


Zelma 0’Neal Sought 
For Old $800 Payoff 


Equity is querying the where- 


+ For nearly five years ways and 


means to merge the talent unions 
of the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America have been gabbed about 
without appreciable progress. De- 
tailed data is being assembled for 
the purpose of finding a solution to 
the problem but present indications 
are that the idea is as puzzling as 
ever. 


Plan that all talent groups come 
within Equity as a general organ- 
ization, dropping the various union 
labels such as Screen Actors Guild, 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists, ete. with each group an 
Equity division, has met determined 
opposition. Each Four A’s affiliate 
appears anxious to retain its “sov- 
ereignty.” 

Equity, from which the other af- 
filiates originally stemmed, is al- 
luded to by other group leaders as 
being “archaic,” etc., in the latter’s 
nix of Equity’s plan for an enlarged 
council as the controlling “one big 
union” body, with stage, screen, 
radio, opera and concert plus vaude- 
ville divisions retaining their iden- 
tity along similar lines that the 
chorus branch’ operates under 
Equity. 

Each talent union has different 
dues, initiations and working condi- 
tions but how such varied regula- 
tions can be jelled and made work- 
able has not been discovered. Some 
unions have sliding scales for dues, 
which amount to as high as $100, ac- 
cording to the members’ earnings. 
At present when a legit actor goes 
into pictures or radio he pays half 
the initiation of the other unions and 
half the dues. The nearest to a 
merger was worked out last season 
when AFRA (radio) was to absorb 
the American Guild of Musical 
Artists (opera and concert). Al- 
though that combine was claimed to 
have been made, nothing ever really 
happened. Both happen to have the 
same president, Lawrence Tibbett. 
Only evident advantage to artists if 
a merger is made, is that each will 
have a card applicable to other fields 
instead of separate cards for each. 


Question of jurisdiction over tele- 
vision actors now hinges on outcome 
of current efforts to merge the 
actors’ unions into one organization. 

Merger plans are currently wait- 
ing on compilation and analysis by a 
group of accountants of pertinent 
data on membership, dues and over- 
| lapping of occupational fields of the 
| participating unions. 

If the merger falls through, it’s 
expected that Equity will possess 


abouts of Zelma O’Neal, for whom 
there is more than $800 awaiting her 


tele jurisdiction by virtue of it be- 


on an old salary claim. Miss O’Neal, 
who appeared in several Broadway 
shows, including “Good News,” is 
apparently in retirement. The coin 
due was in connection with “The 
Gang’s All Here,” produced in 1931 
by Morris Green and Lewis Gensler, 
and when that attraction closed it 
owed Miss O'Neal $7,350. Part of the 
total claims were collected and dis- 
bursed among others in the cast but} 
Miss O'Neal’s share has been on 


ing the parent organization and 
therefore having original rights. 


4A’s Huddle Skedded 
Hollywood, April 18. 
Stating agents in east have tele- 
vision actors at their mercy plus 
fact that 250 working actors now in 
coast video want to join Screen 
Actors Guild, SAG board of direc- 
tors last night appointed special® 
committee to meet with Associated 


hand for around’ two years, 
Equity’s legal 
cleared up a court action that has 


also been pending for some time.| 


Around 13 years ago a play called 
“The Right to Happiness” was writ- 
ten and produced by Robert Duroy, 
who sued Equity for forcing the 
show to close. He hadn't paid sal- 
aries. Suit, surprisingly, resulted in 
Duroy getting a verdict of $40,000 in 
damages, which, however, was re- 
versed in the higher court. Duroy 
thereupon sued Equity for alleged 


libel because of a story which ap-| 

house | 

It is said that the chemical used for | organ. Case went to the appellate! prama originally opened in the Hub, 

cooling systems, especially in the) division but it was only a few weeks! where it drew mildly, the duplicate 


peared in the association’s 


ago that the action was dismissed, 


department has} 


Actors and Artistes of America. 
Committee, which is composed of 
| Murray Kinnell, Florence Marston 
and Walter Abel, all of whom are 
east, will confer with 4A’s reps 
there concerning immediate or- 
ganization of all television actors. 


‘DECISION’ ROAD CO. 
CLOSES AFTER A WEEK 


Road company of “Decision” closed 
abruptly in Boston Saturday (15) 
after being out a week and a half, 


company being sent there on the 


|than last year. Two legit houses,| the plaintiff not putting in an ap-| theory that because the play fared 


| Beck and Miller, have similar sys-} 
tems which are more costly to in-| 
stall than the machines in other} 
Broadway legiters which require! 
daily supplies of ice. 


Schlesinger Out of Hosp 

Morris S. Schlesinger, former ac- 
tive showman of Newark, where he 
once operated two legit houses, was 
removed from a New Jersey hospital | 
last week after one leg had to be! 
amputated above the knee. Schles- 
inger’s last Broadway. assignment 
was as manager of the Hollywood 
|during the run of the George M. 
‘Cohan film, ““Yankee Doodle Dandy” 
(WB). 

Around 70, Schlesing: 
j home in Orange, N. J. 


is at his 


pearance. 


Cohan Plays Skedded 


For Pasadena Revival 
Pasadena, April 18. 

Seven George M. Cohan plays will 
be staged by the Pasadena Commun- 
ity Playhouse during its 10th annual 
midsummer drama festival, starting 
June 27 and running one play each 
week. 

Program consists of “The Song 
and Dance Man,” “Seven Keys to 
Baldpate,” “Hit the Trail Holliday,” 
“Pigeons and People,’ “Get Rich 
Quick Wellingford,’ “A Prince 
There Was” and “Forty-Five Minutes 
From Broadway.” 


okay on Broadway, it might develop 
a draw. 

Show is current at the Ambassa- 
dor, N. Y. 


‘Gallows Hill’ for B’way 


Hollywood, April 18. 
| Lee K. Holland has bought “Gale 
| lows Hill,” by Denison Clift, for pro- 
| duction on Broadway in September. 
| George Saunders is being sought for 
‘lead in the New England-localed 
i crime play. 

Clift has just wound up script job 
on his novel, “Secrets of Scotland 
' Yard,” for Republic and the book 
will be published this summer by 
| Arcadia House, simultaneously with 
the release of the film. 
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GRATEFUL APPRECIATION 
THE AUDIENCES AMERICA 


and thanks the authors, actors, artists, technicians and its subscribers 


who have made possible the production of these and other plays, : 


OKLAHOMA! JACOBOWSKY AND THE COLONEL; OTHELLO; — 


AH, WILDERNESS! IDIOT'S DELIGHT* STRANGE INTERLUDE * 
A MONTH IN THE COUNTRY JANE CLEGG TAMING OF THE SHREW 
AMPHITRYON 38 | JOHN FERGUSON THE ADDING MACHINE 
ANDROCLES AND THE LION LILIOM APPLE CART 
ARMS AND THE MAN MAJOR BARBARA | THE BROTHERS KARAMAZOV 
BACK TO METHUSELAH MARCO MILLIONS "THE DEVIL'S DISCIPLE 
BIOGRAPHY MARY OF SCOTLAND THE DOCTOR'S DILEMMA 
BOTH YOUR HOUSES * MR. PIM PASSES BY THE GARRICK GAIETIES 
CALL IT A DAY MOURNING BECOMES ELECTRA THE GUARDSMAN | 
CAPRICE PEER GYNT THE PHILADELPHIA STORY 
ELIZABETH THE QUEEN PORGY THE SEA GULL ~ | 
FATA MORGANA PORGY AND BESS THE SECOND MAN 
‘GOAT SONG | PYGMALION | THE SILVER CORD 
GREEN GROW THE LILACS REUNION IN VIENNA THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE * 
HEARTBREAK HOUSE R. U. R. TWELFTH NIGHT + 
HE WHO GETS SLAPPED SAINT JOAN ie VOLPONE 
_ HOTEL UNIVERSE SCHOOL FOR HUSBANDS WINGS OVER EUROPE 
THEY KNEW WHAT THEY WANTED* THE MOON AND THE YELLOW RIVER 
= { Produced in association with others —* Prize Play 
THE THEATRE GUILD, INC. 
Subscription Cities: BALTIMORE, BOSTON, BUFFALO, CHICAGO, 
i CINCINNATI, CLEVELAND, COLUMBUS, DETROIT, MILWAUKEE, 
| NEW YORK, PHILADELPHIA, PITTSBURGH, ST. LOUIS, WASHINGTON. 
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Chi Spurts; ‘Blossom Time’ 196, 2d, 


Chicago, April 18. 


With one exception, all attractions 
enjoyed a nice increase last week, 
indicating that the increased Federal 
dmissions have had no ef- 


xes on a a 
wet on patronage. “Blossom Time,’ 
selling out several performances 


each week, did $19,000 in its second 
stanza, and “Abie’s Irish Rose,” at 
the Studebaker, jumped to $11,200. 
“Kiss and Tell” gained a grand at 
the Harris to hit $15,500, and “Ok- 
Jahoma” is a continued sellout at the 
Erlanger to $30,000. 

“Tomorrow the World” closed a 
93-week run at the Selwyn Saturday 
(15) with receipts spurting to $14,000 
on the final week. “Rebecca’’ moved 
into the Selwyn last night (17). “Un- 
expected Honeymoon” called it quits 
at the Great Northern Saturday (15) 
and house is dark until April 29, 
when “Uncle Harry” opens. Ralph 
Kettering, lessee of the Civic theatre, 
is in New York seeking an attraction 
for the house. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Abie’s Irish Rose,” Studebaker 
(4th week) (1,400; $3). Fairly okay 
at $9,000. 


“Blossom Time,” Blackstone (2d 


week) (1,200; $3.60). Did fine at 
$19,000. 
“Kiss and Tell,” Harris (49th 


week) (1,000; $3). Gained to $15,500. 

“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (22d week) 
(1,500; $4.20). Sellout $30,000. 

“Tomorrow the World,” Selwyn 
(23d week) (1,000; $3). Closed Sat- 
urday (15) to $14,000. 

“Unexpected Honeymoon,” Great 
Northern (2lst week) (1,400; $3). 
Called it a run Saturday (15) for 
around $4,000. 


‘YANKEE’ STURDY IN 
WASHINGTON $24,009 


Washington, April 18. 
In its final eight performances at 


the National theatre. “Connecticut 
Yankee” grossed $24.000 last week, 


with all performances S.R.O. except 
matinees. 

Ethel Barrymore, making her third 
trip to Washington in “The Corn Is 
Green,” has sold out the balconies 
for the entire engagement. 


‘ROAD’ $9,700 IN 
12TH CLEVE. VISIT 


Cleveland, April 18. 

Twelfth visit of “Tobacco Road” to 
Cleveland last week caught $9,700 in 
11 performances at Hanna at $1.50 
top, as result of two extras Sunday 
(16). 

For May 8 house has calendered 
“Good Night Ladies” for two weeks; 
May 22, repeat on “Doughgirls,” with 
Ethel Barrymore's “Corn Is Green” 
closing season week of May 29. 


‘Blithe Spirit’ $15,900, 
Strong, in Twin Cities 


Minneapolis, April 18. 

“Blithe Spirit” did near-capacity 
for four performances at, the 2,100- 
seat Lyceum, grossing splendid $12,- 
500 at $3 top despite bad weather. 
Critics gave play and company rave 
notices. Same show pulled terrific 
$3,400 for single night at the St. Paul 
Auditorium. 

“Kiss and Tell,” “Sons o’ Fun” and 
“Tomorrow the World” underlined 
here for May and “Student Prince” 
for June, 


‘Abie’ 18G, Seattle, 
For Sockeroo 11 Days 


Seattle, April 18. 
Rose” landed esti- 


“Abie’s Irish 


mated $18,000 at $2.50 top in 11 days | 


(two matinees) / olitan |} 
matinees) at the Metropolitan | yore 


theatre (1.480 seater). 

Show plays Vancouver, B. C., this 
week, and then returns for another 
week here. Meantime, 
Time” comes for eight-day stand. 


‘Ladies’ 216, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, April 18. 

“Good Night Ladies,” first show 
here in six weeks, hit the ceiling for 
$21,000, biggest take of the season, in 
nine performances at the English 
(1,500) at $2.50 top April 9-15. San 
Carlo Co., here April 17-18, and “3 in 
a Family,” 20-22, followed by “Kiss 
and Tell,” week of April 23, will close 
local program, as matters stand. 


G-S OPERA HAS 86, N. H. 


New Haven, April 18. 

Full week of Gilbert and Sullivan 
at Shubert (10-15) coasted along to 
a moderate estimated $8,000. Not too 
good for eight shows at $3 top. 

Current last half brings “Highland 
Fling” for four shows (20-22) and 
May 4-6 gets preem of “Same Time 
Next Week.” 


“Blossom | 


| 427; 


‘BOYS’ NEAT 216, DET.; 
‘VANITIES’ HOT $33,000 


Detroit, April 18. 

Grosses are back in the big brack- 
ets along the rialto here starting up- 
ward with Easter and fresh openings. 

“Something for the Boys” at the 
Cass kicked off to $21,000 at a $3.60 
top and is set for two more weeks. 
“Doughgirls,” back in town, this time 
at the Lafayette and with a new high 
($2.20) for the pop-priced house, 
grossed fine $12,000. 

Earl Carroll’s “Vanities,” which 
relit the Wilson and with the revue 
headed by Bert Wheeler and the 
Murtah Sisters, piled up $33,000 at 
$3.60 top in its first week. 


Met Opera Paces 
Boston, $120,000 


Boston, April 18. 

A generally off week all around in 
the legit stands this week is account- 
ed for in some measure by the fact 
it was opera week, the Met, here 
after a season away, taking the town 
to the cleaners for close to $120,000 
in eight sessions, but the new tax 
bite may be a strong factor yet un- 
proved. “Allah Be Praised” finished 
a three-day stay at the smaller Ply- 
mouth, but failed to go clean there 
when matinees collapsed. ‘“Deci- 
sion,’ intending to make a stand, 
folded afier a bad week at the Cop- 
ley. “Sheppey” and “Pretty Little 
Parlor’ moved out for Broadway. 
“Dream with Music” and “Connecti- 
cut Yankee” opened Monday (17). 
Ahead are “Lovers and Friends,” 
“Pick-Up Girl,” “3 Is a Family,” 
“Same Time Next Week” and “Stove- 
pipe Hat.” 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Allah Be Praised,” Plymouth (1,- 
$4.20). Had a disappointing 


| week at $18,000, estimated, matinees 


being especially weak. Moved out 
Sat. (15) for B’way opener tonight. 
House is dark until 24th. 

“Decision,” Copley (1,200; $2). 
Show drew little biz on first week of 
stand and folded Saturday (15) after 
a poor $5,000, estimated. House dark. 

Metropolitan Opera Co., Opera 
House (3,000: $7.15). Sellout for all 
eight performances to gather esti- 
mated $120,000. Nearly $30,000 in 
mail orders turned pack and count- 
less thousands in boxoffice turn- 
aways. Two seasons ago the Met 
took more than 200 grand at the 
4,367-seat Met theatre. Got same 
house this year, but change in open- 
ing, from 17th to 10th, conflicted with 
Met theatre’s film commitments, and 
opera had to take smaller Opera 
House. 

“Pretty Little Parlor,” Wilbur (1,- 
300; $2.50). Just abount held its own 
on third for $8,000, not enough. 
Moved out Saturday (15). House 
dark until 25th, “Pick-Up Girl” then. 

“Sheppey,” Colonial (1,500; $3). 
Never caught on and dwindled on 
second to $6,500, way off. Moved out 
Saturday (15); “Connecticut Yan- 
kee” here now. 


TWO BOW IN AS ‘KISS’ 


ENDS L. A. RUN AT 1136 


Los Angeles, April 18. 

Lights go on for two newcomers 
this week: “Life With Father,” open- 
ing last night (17) at the Biltmore 
theatre for its third local engage- 
ment, and “Dream of Romance, new 
light opera which bows in at the 
Mavan Thursday (20) under aegis of 
Sheroni Productions. “Kiss and Tell 
finished two-week run at the Bilt- 
Saturday (15) with $11,500 


lafter clocking same figure the first 


week. 


| 26); 


Long-lived “Blackouts of 1944” at} 


the El Capitan, Hollywood, continues 
steady with estimated $15,000 com- 
ing up on the 95th week after hit- 
ting usual $14,800 last stanza. 
“Sweet ’n’ Hot” couldn’t make it at 
the Mayan, even with revise, and 
folded Saturday (15), a week after 
reframing, with light $4,000 estimate 


“Meet the People of 1944” finishes | 


six weeks with a new edition at the 
small Assistance League Wednesday 
(19) and reopens at the Music Box 
(21). Fifth week at smaller house 
hit $3,200 with $3,500 in sight for 
final days there. “Cavalcade of 
Mysteries” lingers at the Playtime 
through April 30, giving it six weeks 
and six days in the small house. The 
John Calvert mystery show — took 
$2,500 for its fifth week and will do 
the same this stanza. 


‘Miss’ $9,000, Balto 
Baltimore, April 18. 
“Junior Miss” made a quick return 
to Ford’s last week after a two-week 
stay earlier in season, and managed 
to get fairish $9,000. 


‘KISS’ SWELL $15,000 


N 2D WK. ST. 1p Broadway Booms Again; ‘Wind’ Boff 


$15,000 Ist Will Sellout 
‘Goodbye’ Fair 76 in 7, Chicken’ 156 


St. Louis, April 18. 
With the Lenten season passed, biz ! 
speeded up locally and “Kiss anc 
Tell,” George Abbott’s comedy fea- | 
turing Violet Heming, Walter Gilbert | 
and Betty Ann Nyman, wound up | 
the second of its three-week stand 
Saturday (15) at the American thea- 
tre with nice b.o. Eight perform- 
ances, in the 1,700-seat house, which | 
was scaled to $3.05, grabbed swell | 
$15,000. Estimated take for the first 
stanza was $12,500, neat, considering 
it was Holy Week in this heavily 
populated Catholic community. 


Current Road Shows 


(April 19-29) 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” (lst Co.)—Stu- | 
debaker, Chicago (19-29). 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” (2d Co.)— 
Lyric, Vancouver, B. C. (19-22): 
Mayfair, Portland, Ore. (24-26); Met- 
ropolitan, Seattle, Wash. (27-29). 

“Arsenic and Old Lace” (2d Co.)— 
Locust St., Philadelphia (19-22): 
Mosque, Newark (23-29). 

“Blackouts of 1944” (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (19-30). 

“Blithe Spirit” — Victory, Dayton 
(19); Cox, Cincinnati (20-22); Na- 
tional, Washington (23-29). 

“Blossom Time” (lst Co.)—Metro- 
politan, Seattle (19-22); Strand, Van- 
couver, B. C. (24-27); Royal Victoria, 
Victoria (28-29). 

“Blossom Time” (2d Co.)—Black- 
stone, Chicago (19-29). 

“Connecticut Yankee” — Colonial, 
Boston (19-29). 

“Corn Is Green”—National, Wash- 
ington (19-22); Locust St., Philadel- 
phia (24-29). 

“Decision” (2d Co.)—Copley, Bos- 
ton (19-22). | 

“Doughgirls” (2d Co.) — Shubert | 
Lafayette, Detroit (19-29), | 

“Dream with Music” — Shubert, | 
Boston (19-29). 

“Gay Nineties Revue”—Taft Audi- | 
torium, Cincinnati (19); Murat, In- | 
dianapolis (20); Shrine Audi., Fort 
Wayne (21); Civic Audi. Toledo 
(22); Memorial Audi., Dayton (25- 
Auditorium, Louisville (27-28). | 

Gilbert and Sullivan Repertory— | 
Court Square, Springfield, Mass. | 
(19); Academy of Music, Northamp- | 
ton (20): Memorial Audi., Worcester 
(21-22): Boston Opera House, Boston 
(23-29). 

“Good Night, Ladies’ — Hartman, 
Columbus, Ohio (19-22); Nixon, | 
Pittsburgh (23-29). 

“Highland Fling” — Shubert, New | 
Haven 

“Ice-Capades of 1944”—Will Rog- 
ers Coliseum, Fort Worth (19); Pan- 
Pacific Auditorium, Los 
(27-30). 


more 


| amazing at this stage of long run. 


(20-22). | 
| grossers 


Angeles | mated close to $40,000. 


Business boomed on Broadway 
during Easter Week. grosses for most 
attractions snapping back to levels 
registered during March and high 
marks being reached by some newer | 
shows. There are more than 20% | 
legiters lighted than at the 
same time a year ago. 

“The Searching Wind” is the new- | 
est hit and looks sure to sell out, 
meaning a $20,000 weekly pace, while 
“Follow the Girls” went to capacity, 
as expected, with $40,000. “Chicken 
Every Sunday” did very well and so 
did “Mrs. January,” though “—But 
Not Goodbye” appears to be in doubt. 
The Ringling, Barnum & Bailey 
circus did cleanup biz last week at 
Madison Square Garden. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


“Allah Be Praised,” Adelphi (M- 
1,434; $4.80). Presented by Alfred 
Bloomingdale; book and lyrics by 
George Marion, Jr.; music by Don 
Walker and Baldwin  Bergerson: 
promising business in Boston: opens 
Thursday (20). 

“Angel Street,” Golden (123d 
week) (D-789: $3.60). Came back to 
better than quoted $9,000 and would 
have gotten more but for rainy 
Saturday. 

“Arsenic and Old Lace,” Hudson 
(171lst week) (CD-1,094; $3.60). 
Bounded upward to around $14,000, 


“—But Not Goodbve,” 48th Street 
(Ist week) (C-909: $3.60). Drew | 
mixed notices but mostly favorable, 
fair business; estimated around $7,000 
in first seven times. 

“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (20th 
week) (CD-1,900; $4.80). Improved 
but not as much as expected, quoted 
gross, however, being over $35.500. 

“Chicken Every Sunday,” Miller 
(2d week) (C-940; $3.60). First full | 
week drew excellent money; ap- | 


proached $15,000, which indicates 
successful stay. 

“Decision,” Ambassador (11th 
week’ (D-1.105; $3.60). Picked up 
but pace not as good as when at 
Belasco; rated around $11,500. 

“Early to Bed,” Broadhurst (44th 
week) (M-1,160: $4.80). Also came 
back fairly well, with takings esti- 
mated around $20,000 


“Follow the Girls,” Century (rst | 
week) (M-1,713; $4.80). Started like | 
;real. winner, jumping among top 


with first full week esti- 


“Jacobowsky the 


Beck 


and 
(5th week) 


Colonel,” 


“Janie” (ist Co.)—Walnut, Phila-| Playing to capacity, and shoyld go 


delphia (19-29). 


“Janie” (2d Co.)—Erlanger, Buf- 
falo (19-22). 
“Junior Miss”—Nixon, Pittsburgh | 


(19-22); Hanna, Cleveland (23-29). 


“Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)-—Harris, 
Chicago (19-29). 

“Kiss and Tell’ (3d Co.)—Univer- | 
sity of Wyoming Auditorium, Lara- | 
mie, Wyo. (20); Broadway, Denver | 
(21-22): Pueblo Audi., Pueblo, Colo. 
(24): Chief, Colorado Springs (25);) 
Forum, Wichita, Kansas (27); Shrine 
Audi., Oklahoma City (28); Conven- 
tion Hall, Tulsa (29). 

Kiss and Tell” (4th Co.)—Ameri- 
can, St. Louis (19-22);>English, In-| 
dianapolis (24-29). 

“Life With Father” 
Biltmore, Los Angeles 

“Lovers and Friends” 
Boston (23-29) 

“Oklahoma” (2d Co.) — Erlanger, 
Chicago (19-22). 

“Qld Soak” — Royal Alexandria, 
Toronto (23-29). 


(2a Co 


(19-29). 
Plymouth, 


“Pickup Girl” — Wilbur, Boston 
(23-29). 

“Rebecca”—Selwyn, Chicago (19- 
29). 

“Rosalinda” — Forrest, Philadel-| 
phia (19-29). | 

San Carlo Opera Co. — Park, | 
Youngstown, Ohio (23-29). 

“Sim Sala Bim” — Ford’s, Balti- 


more (19-22). 

“Something for the Boys”’—Cass, 
Detroit (19-29). 

“Sons o’ Fun”—Curran, San Fran- 
cisco (19-29). 

“Student Prince” — Auditorium, 
Oakland (19-20); High School Audi., | 
Stockton (21); Memorial Audi.,} 
Fresno (22); Lobero, Santa Barbara| 
(24): College Audi., Ventura (25); 
Civic Audi., Pasadena (26); Munic-| 
ipal Audi., Long Beach (27); Russ 
Audi., San Diego (28-29). 

“Three’s a Family”—State, Kala- 
mazoo (19); English, Indianapolis 
(20-22); Cox, Cincinnati (23-29). 

“Tobacco Road” — Colonial, Utica 
(19); Erie, Schenectady (20-22). 

“Tomorrow the World” (2d Co.)— 
Fischer, Danville (19); Coliseum, 
Evansville, Ind. (20); Memorial 
Audi., Louisville (21-22); American, 
St. Louis (24-29). 


| week ) 


| (D-1,154; $3.60). 


through summer and well into next 
season: $21,000. 


“Kiss and Tell,” 
week) (C-920: $3.60). Laugh play | 


rated around $14,000; another sum- | 


mer looks sure. | 

“Life With Father,” Empire (329th | 
week) (C-929; $3.60). Came back | 
with bang, jumped around $4,000 
and quoted getting $16,500; sensation- | 
al for run leader. 

“Lovers and Friends,” Plymouth | 
(D-1,075: $4.20). Final and 2ist! 
week; improved to $15,000 and should 
top that figure for windup; “A High- | 
Jand Fling” next week. 

“Mexican Hayride,’ Winter Gar- 
den (1lth week) (M-1,423; $6).| 
Broadway's top grosser holds to ca- | 
pacity pace, with count quoted at| 
$45,500 and sometimes more | 

“Mrs. January and Mr. Ex,” Be- 
lasco (2d week) (C-1,097; $3.60) 
Climbed towards $14,000, goodly 
money during Easter; should make 
grade. 

“Oklahoma,” St. James (54th 
(M-1,.520; $4.80). Guild has 


had hits in its 25-year existence, but 


no other attraction of its production 


compares with popularity of this one; 
$30,600. 


“One Touch of Venus,” 46th Street 
(28th week) (M-1,347: $4.80). Ca- 
pacity, $34,500. 

“Only the Heart,” Bijou (2d week) | 
(C-608: $3.60). Slim $3,500 

“Over 21,” Music Box (15th week) 


(C-1,001: $3.60) 

lo .capacity, 

$19,000 
“Pretty 


Bounced right back 
with gross quoted over | 
Little Parlor,” National 
Presented by John 
Moses and Ralph Bellamy: written 
by Claiborne Foster; opened Monday 
(17). 

“Public Relations,” Mansfield 
week) (C-1,001; $3.60). Got less than | 


(2d 


| $3,000, but due to stay another week: | 


guaranteeing house; using two for | 
ones, 

“Ramshackle Inn,” Royale (15th | 
week) (CD-996; $3.60). Jumped sur- | 
prisingly last week, when gross 
quoted at nearly $14,000. 

“Sheppey,” Playhouse (CD-865:;| 
$3.60). Presented by Jacques Cham- 
brun; written by W. Somerset Maug- 
ham; moderate draw out of town: 
opened liast night (18). 

“The Doughgirls,” Lyceum (68th 
week) (C-997;: $3.60). Laugh show 
turned ’em away at midweek mati- 
nee; $16,000 quoted. 

“The Searching Wind,” Fulton (1st 
week) (D-948; $4.20). Acclaimed by 


| agency allotments, 


(CD-1,214; $3.60). | 


1 
Biltmore (56th | langer 


critics as top drama ‘of season: 
around $15,000 in first six perform- 
ances; has enormous advance sale 
and looks like smash. 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Mo- 
rosco (19th week) (D-995: $4.20). 
Sold out until late June except for 
which are sure 
money; around $22,000 right along. 

“Tomorrow the World,” Barry- 
more (53d week) (D-995; $4.20). An- 
other show that improved to tune of 
nearly $4,000 from Holy Week; al- 
most $14,000 quoted. 

“The Two Mrs. Carrolls,” Booth 
‘37th week) (D-712; $3.60). Right 
back to virtual capacity, with gross 
close to $14,500. 

“3 Is a Family,” Longacre (4044 
week) (C-1,108; $3.60). Picked up 
nicely to approximately $10,500 and 
could play into summer. 

“Wallflower,” Cort (13th week) 
(D-1,064; $3.60). Improved, too, with 
profitable business right along; rated 
around $12,000 again. 


“Winged Victory,” 44th Street (22d 


week) (D-1.409; $4.80). Tickets on 
sale until May 20 but attendance 
warrants longer stay; selling out; 


$35.500 for Army Air Force drama. 


“Ziegfeld Follies,” Imperial (54th 
week) (R-1,327; $4.80). Drawing 
profitable grosses and revue may 
run through another summer; esti- 
mated around $33,000. 


REVIVALS 


“Merry Widow,” Majestic (37th 
week) (D-1,695; $3.60). Came back 
to goodly $23,000 and may also be 
among summer holdovers; tickets on 
sale for another month. 

“Othello,” Shubert (26th week) 
(D-1,325; $3.60). For Shakespearean 
tragedy to play six months to ca- 
pacity is unprecedented; can extend 
through summer judging from $23,- 
000 pace. 


Porgy’ Tops 2G 
In 4th Philly Try 


Philadelphia, April 18. 

Philly’s legit biz skyrocketed back 
into high gear as predicted following 
the Lenten slump, and last week, 
|with four houses open, there was 
|plenty of b.o. activity for all con- 
cerned. 
|- Real wallop was “Porgy and Bess,” 
|making its fourth appearance here, 

his time at the indie-operated Er- 
Gershwin musical clicked to 
the tune of $21,200 in first session, 
and already original two weeks’ stay 
been expanded to three, with 
almost a certainty that show will 
hold for four weeks at the big West 
Market street house, and it may even 
grab itself a fifth. 

Last week’s actual leader was again 
“Rosalinda,” which bounced upward 
after slowdown Holy Week to 
achieve a ringing $27,000 in its fourth 
week at the Forrest. Operetta re- 
vivgl will hold in house until next 
tenant (Maurice Schwartz on May 1). 


nas 


Thatll give “Rosalinda” six local 
weeks. 
“Janie,” which opened Monday 


(10), got good notices and about $12,- 


000., “‘Arsenic and Old Lace” (fourth 
local engagement) again surprised 
with lusty $13,000 in the first of two 
tanzas at the Locust. 


Nothing new this week, with Ethel 
3arrymore back in the city in “The 
Corn Is Green” at the Locust next 
Monday (24) for two weeks’ stay. On 
May 1, in addition to Schwartz and 
his Yiddish Art Theatre in “The 
Family Carnovsky” (return) at the 
Forrest, Noel Coward’s comedy, 
“Blithe Spirit,” will also start a re- 
turn visit at the Walnut. 


‘REBECCA’ NIFTY 1036 
IN 4 AT CINCY BOW 


Cincinnati, April 18. 


“Rebecca” made its American stage 
| debut to four capacity audiences the 
last half of last week in the 1,300- 
eat Cox, grossing $10,500 at $3 top. 


It was Cincy’s first legit premiere 
since the stock days 18 years or so 
ago of the late Stuart Walker. Local 
cricks pegged the piece a winner. 

Dramatic reviewers of Chicago 
dailies came down to see the new 
show Saturday (15) night, their no- 
tices to appear in print before “Re- 
becca” started a run Monday (17) in 
the Selwyn, Chicago. 

During the last half of this week 
the Cox has “Blithe Spirit.” 


‘JANIE’ HOT 8G, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, April 18. 
Frenk McCoy’s “Janie” tallied 
lofty $8.000 at the Erlanger last week 
at $1.80 top, holding for second week, 
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Plays on Broadway 


The Searching Wind 


1? 

| 
\ 

' 
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} 
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T lal D t manager-a hor duo 
Herman lin and Lillian Hell- 
ma! again deliver expert theatre. 
‘the “The Searching Wind” being 
the outstandi: drama of the  sea- 
SO It should do strong boxoffice. 


The not have the 


new play 
dramatic punch of the combo's 
“Watch on the Rhine” but it Is 
equally timely. if not more so. Its 
high plane of production is matched 
by adroit direction and casting. Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner. Dennis King. 
Dudley Digges, Barbara O'Neil. | 


Montgomery Clift and Arnold Korft 
give fine performances, while the 
smaller parts are acted faultlessly. 
Miss Hellman’s drama outlines the | 
ise of fascism in Europe. It starts 
in the present-day Washington 


drawing room of diplomat Alexander 


; last two acts to make it a good audi- | 


Haze flashing back to Rome, 1922, 
when Mussolini’s blackshirts took 
over, then to Berlin, 1923, followed 
by Paris. 1938, where Hazen has ber 
come the American ambassador. 
finally back to America. Hazen is 
wed to Emily but was the beau of ! 
her best friend. Catherine. Through 
the 22 years the diplomat and the 
other woman have been friends. but 


whether or not their association is 
platonic is indefinite, and the juxta- 
position of the feminine leads does 
not seem as logical as the more ab- 
sorbing features of the story. 
Through the Hazens’ soldier-son 
comes the bitterness of the present 
generation for the mistakes made in 
Europe, making possible the surge of 


Nazism. The boy, wounded on the 
Italian front, is home with a leg that 
must be amputated. In the final 
scene, when young Hazen wants to 
kno vhy the appeasement of Mu- 
nich was permitied, his father is 


his mother, 
admits not 
that 


virtually mute, and so is 
although the diplomat 
having realized the portent otf 
conference. 

It is an absorbing if notwexciting 
performance. King, as Hazen, 
the performance of 
stage Miss Skinner, 


gives 
his 
his 


strongest 
career. 


But Not Goodbye 


“ee 
! ‘ 
Hi Joe 
4 i ‘ 
‘ ] J } 
\“l } 
\\ 
‘ ( 
Baker. 
Amy Gri Patterson 
Humphrey ....ce. Ix I> son 
Jin creeds ! ( 
Hi 


John Golden probably up a tree 
‘urrently as to how the drama critics 
both out of town and on Broadway 
could be so divided about any pro- 
duction as they are with his But 
Not Goodbye.” <A fantasy fashioned 
by Hollywood's George Seaton and 
featuring Harry Carey. Elizabeth 
Patterson and J. Pat O'Malley, it’s 
that kind of play. You either like it 
-or vou don't. The public generally 
should like it. 

“Goodbve” is treading dangerous 
ground in that first act. which might 
be enough for most critics to 
up their minds about the play. 
there have been plays that have 
overcome the hurdle of a bad first 
act. And “Goodbye” is respectable. 


|In its treatment of ghosts who walk | 
certain | 


among the living, it has a 
charm and air of well-being in those 


ence play. if not one for the critics. 


It should be a moderate grosser, un- | 
| less the customers take the reviewers |! 
It has possibilities for | 


too seriously. 
films. 


“Goodbye” is the story of a Cape | 


Cod shipbuilder, circa 1910. who dies 
leaving his wife. daughter and son 
apparently penniless. A business 
partner is the only living witness to 
a deal in which the two were in- 


| volved, and when the latter learns of 


i the 


former's death, he diverts the 
profits of the transaction to himself. 
Meanwhile, the shipbuilder’s ghost 
and his father, who had passed on 
many years previously. stalk about 
the house, and the play’s amusement 


is achieved mostly through the com- 
bined efforts of the ghosts (who are, 


wife, Emily, is in a part that calls for | 


restraint and this appearance, too, Is 
her top Broadway assignment. 
e bara O'Neil is the other woman, 


Bar- | 
| the mother. 


Catherine, whose entrance in and out ! 


of the Hazen menage is not clear in 
characterization. Digges never 


fails | 


to give a capital portrayal whether | 
in a hit or flop, and his role as the | 


liberal publisher does much for the 
play. 


Clift is properly intense as young 
Hazen. Arnold Kort? is on once, as | 
the count from Berlin, giving a thor- 


oughly polished performance 

“Watch on the Rhine” led the war- 
backgrounded dramas two 
ago. and it’s a position now 


by “Wind.” 


seasons 
eained 


lbee. 


Pitt Playhouse Plans 
Pittsburgh, April 


t time in five seasons, Pitts- 


For fi 


burgh Playhouse won't do an origi- 
nal musical revue this spring. Short- 
aze ol talent prompted Director 


Robert Gill to drop annual project. 
Gill will 
straight show, Samson 
“Skylark.” which is to 
Wayne Rauh. 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


substitute ¢ 


Instead, 
Raphaelson’s 


star 


A MID-NIGHTMARE 


Show 
People 


One Set Laugh | 
Three Acts—Seven 
ADDRESS BOX 250 | 


VARIETY, 154 W. 
New York City 


loth Street 
x. ¥ 


of course, unseen and unheard by the 
living) to force the partner to give 
the embezzled $5,000 to the destitute 
family. 

Harry Carey is the shipbuilder- 
ghost, and he seems to be the weak 
link of the cast’s principals. It’s a 
question of under-acting, if anything 


As his father, one who, because he 
had died a, young man, is thus hait 
the age of his son in their ghostly 


“existence,” O'Malley contributes the 


play’s strongest performance, while 
Mis Patterson, who, along with 
Carey, has been repatriated to the 
stage from films, gives a quiet. al- 


ways interesting characterization of 
Others who lend plaus- 
ible performances are Sylvia 
John,.Conway, Wendell 
Frank Wilcox. 


Corey and 
Kahn, 


Pretty Little Paritor 


John Moses-Ralph Bellamy production of 
bine t drama tone scene) Claiborne 
Foster Stars Stella Adley and Sidhe 
Blackie Staged Bellamy; setting, 
Stewar Chane costumes, Pau DuPont 
Open N onal, \ \pi 
S5.60 top (85.40 opening nights 

Joffers y Blackmet 

ler eee Mel Roberts 
Clk Adler 
Mr nt Paul Parl 
Dennis | Kip Good 
| This may be the season for ac- 


tresses to blossom out as playwrights 


but in Claiborne Foster's case she 
doesn't ring the bell. Her “Pretty 
Little Parlor.” which opened Mon- 
day (17) at the National under the 


}jOint banner of John Moses and actor 


Helen | 


Ralph Bellamy, is a dreary drama 
about a helleat which starts out a 
little promisingly and then falls 
| apart. 

This play must inevitably be com- 
| pared with Lillian Hellman’s “The 
Little Foxes,” after which it seems 
|} unconsciously patterned—with none 


SINCE 1830 | 
Play Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatives 
West 45th Street, New Lork 
Bil West 7th Street, Los Augeles 


of the brilliant “Foxes” dialog and 
| little of its tense situations. There 
are a few bright interludes but. 
mostly, the play is all talk. What 
action there takes place offstage 
A fine cast is wasted on it. because 
its chances look slim. 

The drama. set in a small U. S. 
town in 1905, centers around a 
woman who ruins her family and 

headstrong attempt to rul 


self ina 
their lives Her domination 
riven her husband to drink and cost 
1im his job. Her stepdaughter is de- | 
yxrived of her inheritance and her 
Yeau. Her own daughter is wished | 
nto a marriage she doesn't want. An | 
ffstage tragedy kills husband and} 
laughter, and sends stepdaughter 


Charming $-room red brick bungalow complete 
privacy, S0-ft ben \ sunken living room, Wood-burning 
fireplace, large d ne ream, oO rsize kitchen, maids room, two S2-ft. porches, 
: three bedrooms, two baiths, bres Tast nook: three-car garage. Large Water- 
proel Cellar, Landseaned gare House is on 80° x 100°) garden x 100", 
Cost $40,000, will sacrifice for $25,000, Taxes approximately $450.00, Call 


Oceanic Trading Co,, 26 W, 


Thursday, or Baldy in 


ALL YEAR RESIDENCE 


vy, oll burner, Directly on Bay; 


N.Y. or 
4421 on Friday thru Sunday. 


CH. 4-5526 on Monday thru 


make | 
But 


Field, 


seaters 


away in disgust. Yet, the drama 
never takes fire. PI f 
| Stella Adler has something of a ays ul 0 own 
| field day as the lead in a hard, 
mer, back from hime after ax year, Ream with Muasie in a magnificent mano: 
carries the most ‘cont ictiorr in his | Boston, April 17. set, treated with exceilent lig 
sof hy Richard Kollmar produectian of musicals in Bramwell Fletcher turns in 4 
oft delineation of the browbeaten (14 scenes) by Sidney Sheldon, | notch performance as Maxim 
husband, Joan Tetzel and Marilyn | burothy Killgallen, i Hen Roberts; songs, | Winter, master of Manderlev 
Erskine show considerable talent as! Clay Warnick and Edward Eaget hore- | dramatie high spot, covering se 
half-sisters. Edward Begley adds pay, George Balancl Stare Vera | minutes, Hing th 
gle ee Graham, June Knight: fea- | Minutes, is selling the author 
some hard reality to a Caricature of | ,; } rt Bri Re Allen, Leonard | punch of warrantable murde: | 
a stoker-become-railroad president, | Ehiett, Das Morris, Ralph Bus . Peter }is his confession to his second 
and Kip Good does nicely as the en- h Rotov. ird, | of the sailboat tragedy he frame: 
snared son-in-law. wes, | be rid of his beautiful and unfait! 
Ralph Bellamvy’s direction is | Miles Whit ndu Max Meth. Opened | first mate, 
matter-of-fact. Stewart Chaney's Diana Barrymore triamphs 
hotel-room set is a good job in} See | first major stage assignment. A 
period ugliness. and Pau! DuPont’ “Dream With Music” is a stupen-| second wife of Maxim she reg; 
costumes are gaudy, yet becoming. | dous fantasia-operetta whose chief | the emotions of fear, heartache, : 
' appeal is on the visual side. Mis-en-| ror and love with sincerity. I) 3 
a jf scene, costumes and trick magical ef-| piece Miss Barrymore has the in. 
| if fects are beautiful and striking. In|} tage of working with seasoned play. 
| Poker Play all other matters the show disap-|ers. Not alone Fletcher and Flor. 
points. The mammoth production | ence Reed, who adds to her great 
au Continued from page 3 — may awe press and public with its record of stage and screen parts with 
| giganti¢ proportions, but it will need | forceful characterization of the 
casters to get footage on a 14-day | drastic revision to get it into shape evil hou: ekeeper, Mrs. Dany Crs, but 
clearance after. the newsreels. | for Broadway. It has five weeks here all others, too. 
Three of ine maiors—Paramount. | at the Shubert to do it, and all things | Miss Reed supplies two big mo. 
possible. ‘ments: the first in a thrilling staj,y. 
20th-Fox and Warners— with im- TI filealle she rts | Case scene ‘he ‘ging io 
| ie ©Kilgallen - Sheldon - Roberts | Case scene, when urging the No, 2 
portant television affiliations have so, book is a medley of good intentions; Mrs. De Winter to fall through a 


far avoided any definite policy anent | combined with faulty craftsmanship. | 


making their pictures available for|/1t is, evidently, a cross between 
television use. Paramount, to date,| in the Dark,” The Magic 
has not made any picture available | Flute, Pilgrim’s Progress” and 

= ae any picture avaliable! «The Arabian Nights,” but without 


for telecasting from the station 
partly owns in New York City. 


iti the wit of the first, the musical en- 
'chantment of the second, the narra- 


charm of the fourth. 


ates of the major producer-distribu- | 
Following a prolog which ostensi- 


tor chains are urging a poliey of 


Meantime, powerful theatre affili- | tive drive of the third or the saucy | 


window to her death, and the seco: 


when revealing the selfish whim. 


| 

her first mistress. Clarence Derwent 
| director of the play, who has the 
| Colonel Julyan police inspector ro 
land Edgar Kent, as William Tabb. a 
| boatman, in a bit part, do stellar 
| jobs. 


| Margaret Bannerman and Frant:- 
lyn Fox, as Beatrice and Major 


satan’ Whil icintody tail bly establishes (1) that Zorina as} Lacy. do well in supplying the small 
me some Dinah, the soap-suds saga hack, is | amount of light relie?. Ko! 
ers contend that picture business is! sick and tired of her calling; (2) that | — —--— 
in television others claim that “we're | she is in love with an undependable | 
in the theatre business;” that the two, war correspondent (Ronald Graham | School for Brides 
media are incompatible: and urge! and (3) that she is nonetheless on | San Francisco, April 17 
| that television be held back or | the brink of marrying her employer tsoward Lang peeduction ot 
| “killed” if possible | (Robert Brink), the operetta | Frank Gill dh und Geer 
launches into an Oriental dream fan- | Bre Meviures Gienda Bay d 
Execs with major-affiliated cir-|tasy in which Dinah, dreaming she | 
cuits query that if 25.000,000 televi-| is Scheherazade, encounters many vis April UG, ‘44 
| sion sets eventually compete with; fabulous adventures’ before’ she]. Parrell, Rosese K Ann 
\ n Ashe, John 
| theatres whether the new revenue | awakes With the solution to her | « Gary, John Haggerty. M 
| will balance the loss in business to)! Thi nee Lucia Carroll, Victoria Faust. Jose 
| ris melange provides th ithors | Webster, Frances Charles, Darby M 
2atres. endency among theatre}... } 
| theatre Tendency among theatre) With an opportunity to project songs, | ——— 
“School for Brides, Howard 


| partners of the majors is to throw) gance routines, ballets, comedy turns, 
sand on the television slide. | vaude specialties, ete., and to utilize 

Bill Fox’s Plans a staggering assortment of stage 
tricks, such as a flying carpet (and 
it really flies), sundry genil emeryg- 
ing amidst dry ice fumes from the 


Present heads of major film com- |! 
panies may sidestep cooperation with 


television for see-hear broadcasting | stage and Zorina descending from 
of pictures when tele Bets going in| the fly gallery on a wire. All this 


hocus-pocus, combined with a tread- 
mill, the costumes and the sets, is the 
applause-drawing feature of the 
show. 

There are no less than 18 musical 
numbers and all of them ‘earnestly 
credited to their great authors in the 
| program) derive from the classics. 
They are, ot course, easy on the ear 
but, oddly enough, none stands out 
to hit proportions chiefly, it would 
seem, through melodic and rhythmic 
distortion which throws them out of 
| focus. Uninspired lyrics are a factor 
of that field to the exclusion of the | here, too. Musical arrangements also 
majors. vary in quality although often clever 
in transitional passages. 

Zorina, starred, is possibly miscast 
in a “Lady in Dark” role. Her sing- 


| the post-war but William | 
Fox figures aired films can develop | 
into an important industry. 
Former organizer and head of Fox | 

| Film Corp., who recently returned 
| from the Coast to open offices in the 
| Lefcourt building, New York, for or- 
| ganization of Fox Pictures Corp. and 
re-entry into the business he left in 
1930, is making a close study of 
| television-film possibilities and how | 
| he can cut in to gain major portion 


period: 


Participation in production of pic- | 

tures for television by Fox would tie 


| in with his plans and ideas for hit-|ing and acting seldom convey the 

| ting the 16 mm. non-theatrical field | necessary searching quality of the 

| 

| after the war. He owns Mitchell| part, and it is only when she dances 

|Camera Co. on the Coast. and re-| that she comes into her own, al- 

search engineers and designers of only one 
; » dancing is so-so, e ensemble 

Mitchell. are designing improve 1€ ancing | 0-SO 

fes improved 16| routines and choreography being a 

nm. protessional cameras and pro-| little cluttered. 


jJectors for post-war sale on a wide! Of the entire cast. only Zorina and 
basis, |} Ronald Graham manage to stand out 
Major companies for tai all. Others, through lack of ade- 
also brushed off proposals to make 16 | end 
| mm, prints of current product avail-| other, never rise above a pedestrian 
|}pace. Robert Brink does a couple of 
able for theatrical exhibition to songs, June Knight (her comeback) 
widen distribution on individual pic-| ditto, and so on. 
tures and provide smaller community | There’s no doubt, however, that 
exhibs with more economical opera- the production is prodigious, and the 
tions. With major eye is intoxicated 
of television-film act curtain. Question ls, 
the ear stand so much neglect? 
sidering everything, opener went off 


vears 


execs also nixing 
broadcasts in 
the future as being not feasible. Fox 
| is mulling plan.of tying up the two}! 
| banned avenues for added film night. Cuts are inevitable, but book 
revenue. He is siid to figure that—/ will have to be re-done here from 
if he gets away from the barrier fast | opening line unless the dream figures 


idea though, can 


enough—the rest of the field wil] | to squeak by on the optical delights, 

never be able to. catch him. |of which the gals are still not the | 
i Fox should proceed with cues |e no matter what they have or 

: haven't got on. Elie. 

plans, series ot pictures would | 

naturally have to be produced. This Rebece 

he is willing to do, turning out sub- | be a@ee a = 

jects that would be particularly | Ape 15. 

keyed for television trai smission. Daphne du M a n three acts ( 

Pictures then would be sent out for | “' 

theatrical distribution in circuit of! be Ciapeac 


theatres 


mm. 


mainly 
projectors- 
for 


equipped with 16) rai 
400-500 


turnovers in! poeatrice T. 


clesigned as 


frequent 


long before first- | 
Con- | 


pretty smoothly to break near mid- | 


Over 


| Lang’s newest bait for the seekers of 
risque in stage comedy, premiered 
|at the Geary to an overflow crowd 
that suffered through a prolog which 
is amateurish, sat unmoved through 
a first act, perked up through a sec- 
ond, and laughed deeply and loudiy 
through the third. Lang’s successor 
to his “sleeper” farce, “Good Night, 
Ladies,” 


which went from here to a 
| two-year run in Chicago, parades a 
number of scantily clad, curvaceous 
females well adapted for sex anneal, 
Glenda Farrell and Roscoe Kar: 
fare both seasoned fun-makers. at 
they make the most of some brillia 
lines and well-placed situations, al- 
though, as a whole, the plot is rather 
dull and juvenile, devoid of any 
pointed situation. Miss Farrell, tirst 
as bespactacled, Quaker-type 
school marm, later as the gay actress 
on the make. Karns plays a Tomm: 
Manville type for everything it’s 
worth in seeking his ideal mate 
the “School- for Brides” only, even- 
tually, to be nabbed by Miss Farreil, 
It's a rather stilted character. War- 
ren Ashe overplays as the academy 
head bent on mulecting the million- 
laire playboy Romeo but balked by 
| discovery of his estranged wife, w 
has slipped in as a student at the 
school. Ann Turner is attractive 43 
ithe wife and easily takes top sup- 


| porting honors. John Sheehan. 33 
ithe school’s handyman, does well 
Lang does not have another “Good 
| Night, Ladies.” but “School for 
Brides” should make money ana 
should encounter no difficulties 
|} holding up for its scheduled run at 
| the Geary. 


Promising Plays 


| Continued from page 1 


| limitation and the reviewers decided 
to await the debut of “Wind,” alse 
“A Highland 


Fling.” which debuts 
next week (Plymouth). 
dates of this season’s product are 
“The Voice of the Turtle” (Morosco 
21" (Music Box), “Wit 
Victory” (44th Street), “Jacobowss 
the Colonel” (Beck), “Carme 
(Broadway) and, of last sea- 


| 
| Among the probable prize ca 
| 


and 
| Jones” 


son's standouts, so far as the Pulit 
prize is concerned, “Oklahoma” (5S! 
James) and “Tomorrow the Wo 


both metropolitan areas and small! ™ ‘ (Barrymore). Both the latter opene 
towns. With such a combo. it is te aes Win ' | last year too late to be conside 
stated, combined grosses of televising | Mrs. De Wint 
and special theatre distribution could | ave but the 
roll up profitable grosses for the pro- | Seek REE hay docsavesnssorencs Reed | Pulitzer jury gave its prize to ore 
ducers which might eventually com- | Jack Favell..... pakaaeeetes vaae Guy Spaull| such attraction, setting a precedent 
with totals secured | Kent | with “Of Thee I Sing.” 

y regular theatric; fr se’ hig: ent 
runs and sundae ante | In the hands of a _ potent cast It is certain that neither the 
‘Mai Pulitzer jury nor the critics w! 


ings. Daphne du Maurier’s dramatization 
Fox must be aware th: ‘eo (of her best-seller novel, “Rebecca,” 
would | which was adapted in Hollywood for 
into the screen during its two*year Lon- 
cire uit houses with any regu. | don run several seasons ago, Ameri- 
lar theatrical product he might pro- | can premiered promisingly the last 
duce or sponsor. In contrast, the | halt of this week in the 1,300-seat 
television and 16 mm. fields are wide ; COX. _ Theaire sold out in advance, 
can be easily covere tian | 2) ays tenancy at the 

7 red by production Selwyn, Chicago, for an indef stay. 
of one feature for both purposes, ; 


call the season of 1943-44 unproduc- 
tive of plays not meriting prize 
award. Last week Burton Rascoe. 
the far from coventional critic 

the World Telegram, made his ow" 


selections for the “Rascoe cup. 


probably intended to jibe the Cire’ 
from which he withdrew 
verbal free-for-all at last 


after the 
season's 


session, 


Six scenes of the three acts are 


best-play 
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Broadway 


Jack Lait to Hollywood. 

Dave Epstein back to Hollywood. 

Walter Reade has postponed re- 
tvrn to N. Y. until May 1. 

Dick Purce!l] now general manager 
for Gellendre Productions. 

Lew Price back from Coast with 
yen for show business again. 

Hildegarde returns to the Persian 
Room of the Hotel Plaza May 2. 

Max Gendel out of Army, into 
Richard Kollmar press department. 

Mack Millar preceded Eddie Can- 
tor east; the p.a. has the Mrs. with 
him. 

Ralph Kravett appointed general 
manager for Lou Walters’ “Slap 

appy.” 

Gendel, legit p.a., out of Army 
with medical discharge and back on 
Broadway. 

Helen Eden clected secretary of 
the exclusive Turf and Field club, 
Belmont track. 

Capt. Robert S. Benjamin is on a 
mission overseas for the Army pic- 
torial service. 

Ray English, vaude 
Metro screentested in 
part of next week. 

Bert McCord, formerly with an ad 
agency, is new drama reporter for 
the Herald-Tribune. 

Constance Bennett to Washington 
last Friday (14) to special meeting 
prelim to 5th war loan drive. 

Ted O’Shea,g Metro eastern sales 
manager. back in office last week 
after being away ill for several days. 

Bobby Clark under treatment for 
arthritis of knee but continuing in 
“Mexican Hayride,’ Winter Garden. 

Louis Lotito on annual visit to Hot 


comedian, 
N. Y. early 


Springs, with Benny Bennett and 
Harry Kaufman due there from 
Coast. 

James D. Proctor and William 
Friedberg have formed a_ press 
agency, with Frank Goodman as- 
sociated. 


Bob Weitman, managing director 
of the Paramount theatre, back on 
the job after being laid up with sinus 
infection. 

Set. George Handy transferred 
from 44th Street box office (“Winged 
Victory”) to Coast Army Air Force 
base at his request. 

Kitty Lowe who was in the box- 
office of the Forrest now treasurer 
of the Adelphi which opens tonight 
with “Allah Be Praised.” 

N. Y. Chapter of American Red 
Cross seeking Eugene Kitching. 
known professionally as Gene Huil- 
bert. and wants him to communicate. 

Johnny Muldoon, formerly of the 
late George M. Cohan musicals, 
clowning with the Ringling, B. & B. 
circus at Madison Square Garden, 

Paul Robeson will be guest of 
honor and sing at opening of USO 
Club, Cape May, N. J., Sunday (23). 
The club serves Negro troops ex- 
clusively. 

Lassie MacPhyllis MacPerlman is 
the way a Brooklyn scribe addressed 
Miss Perlman is reference to “A 
Highland Fling” which she is agent- 
ing for George Abbott. 

Joe Shea, eastern representative 
for Jimmy and William Cagney, un- 
derwent a second operation last 
week at the Polyclinic and cannot 
have visitors for a while yet. 

Richard (Dixie) French and War- 
ren P. Munsell, respectively general 
managers on leave for John Golden 
and the Theatre Guild, have both 
been elevated to the rank of lieuten- 
ant-colonel, overseas in the Army. 

Richard Whorf, nine-weeks’ 
leave from Metro to stage But 
Not Goodbye” for John Golden, left 
for the Coast Friday (14). 
Seaton, author of “Goodbye,” also 
Coasted Friday. He'll direct “Dia- 
mond Horseshoe” for 20th-Fox, his 
first “director job. 


Chicago 

Chuck Foster orch opens at the 
Blackhawk Cafe on May 3. 

Sixth International Sportsmen's 
Show opens April 22 at the Chicago 
Arena. 

_ John Benson is now booking vaude 
into the Englewood theatre in asso- 
ciation with Mrs. Sid Wormser. 

Bill Bishop, MGM's Western ex- 
ploitation manager with headquar- 
ters here, left Sunday (16) for a 
months’ swing around his territory. 

John Raitt slated tu succeed Harry 
Stockwell in the “Oklahoma” cast 
this summer. Jack Kilty, originall 
set for the role, dons his Navy blue. 

Eddie Oliver entrained for the 
Marine Base at San Diego, Calif. 
last week. His orch remains at 
Edgewater Beach under the leader- 
ship of John Shanahan and Emil 
Vandas, 4 

Barnes Bros.-Olympia Circus, put 
on by the Barnes-Carruthers office, 
opened a 24-day run at the Stadium, 
Friday (14). Terrel Jacobs and his 
Wild Animal act and the Riding 
Hannefords are among the acts. 
George K. Spoor, veteran motion 
picture producer of the old Essanay 
Film Company days, will be guest 
Speaker at the Better Films Council 


HATTER 


George | 


J 


\ 


of Chicago’s luncheon Friday (21) at 
Marshall Field's Wedgwood Room. 

Leo Seltzer, one of the new lessees 
of the Coliseum, is planning a show 
for the place called “Alaskan Stam- 
pede” to feature Arctic animals. 
Harold Sherman who did the screen- 
play of “Mark Twain” for Warner 
—. is working on a script for. the 
snow. 


Hollywood 


Julie Bishop laid up with pleurisy. 

Tony Martin in town on furlough 
from the Army. 

Dennis Morgan on crutches with 
a dislocated knee. 

Harry Edington pulled out of the 
A & S Lyons agency. 

Pete Canova rehospitalized for his 
sixth spinal operation. 

Humphrey Bogart celebrated his 
| 25th year in show biz. 
| Lana Turner filed suit for divorce | 
| against Stephen Crane. 

Walter Szurovy changed his film 
name to Walter Molnar. 


Herb Silverberg returned from a 
business trip to New York, 

Helmut Dantine, Austrian 
became an American citizen. 


born, 


open tour of military hospitals. 

Eddie Foy, Jr., returned from a 
three-month overseas camp tour. 

Lewis Seiler celebrated his 18th 
year and his 50th job as a film di- 
rector. 

Ary Barroso, South American 
composer, homeward bound via 
Mexico. 

Howie Mayer returned to Chicago 
after Opening Hollywood offices for 
his agency. 

Fernando Lanz Duret, newspaper 
| publisher of Mexico City, ogling the 
film studios. 

James R. Grainger, Republic 
prexy, in town for two weeks of stu- 
dio huddles. 

Sgt. Lloyd Pantages returned after 
a year’s active Army service in the 
South Pacific. 

Richard Whorf returned to town 
after directing “But Not Goodbye” 
on Broadway. 

Patsy Palmer resumed charge of 
her Hollywood agency after a year 
in the WAVES. 

Nat Taylor, Canadian theatre cir- 
cuit chief, left for Toronto after two 
weeks in Hollywood. 

Loretta Young initiated into art 
sorority, Phi Beta, at the University 
of Southern California. 

Bob Wachsman to Vancouver as 
advance man for Jack Benny’s Cana- 
dian War Drive appearances. 

Carroll Nye took over the role 
originally slated for the late Dick 
Purcell in “Dark Mountain.” 

Ann Dvorak shoves off this week 
on a tour of U. S. military hospitals 
after three years in wartime Eng- 
| land. 

Robert Emmett Dolan, musical di- 
rector at Paramount, summoned to 
Montreal, where his father is criti- 
cally ill. 

Jennie Grossinger. operator of the 
Country Club at Ferndale, N. Y., 
hospitalized in Hollywood for ob- 
servation. 

Myrna Lov taking screen tests for 
the first time in two vears, ready- 


the independent producers at a din- 
ner in appreciation of his work in 
entertaining On various battle fronts. 

Joseph Schenck and E. J. Mannix 
called off their proposed vacation 
trip to Mexico City, with Mannix 
heading far New York about May 1. 


jing for “The Thin Man Comes 
| Home’ ‘at Metro. 

| Joe E. Brown to be honored by 
| 


| Henry Ginsberg and members of 
the Hollywood Motion Picture War 
Finance Committee were guests of 
honor at a luncheon tossed by the 
Department of Treasury. 
Australia 
By Eric Gorrick 
Exhibs here won't swing away 


from dual bills. 
Alec Regan reviving legit version 
“Charley's Aunt” in Adclaide. 


Sir Ben Fuller may send vaude- 
revue troupe to New Zealand 
Universal has sold “Fle and Fan. 


| tasy to Greater Union Theatres. 
Williamson-Tait doing well in Syd- 
ney with Gilbert-Sullivan revivals. 


Boravansky Ballet leaving Ade- 
laide for Melbourne and Sydney | 
dates. 
| Harry Kitching, for years Fuller's 


Newcastle manager, replaced 
Frank Cotten. 

Jack Burgess to handle all Colgate- 
Palmolive radio shows in place of 
Jack Davey, who's joined U.S. Army. 

Capt. Jerry Cargill in Sydney pur- 
chasing costumes and scenery for 
new shows on jungle warfront cir- 
cuit. 

U. S. officials have arranged to 
have war films from various Pacific 
war zones flown to America for quick 
screening. 

Roy Rene, former vaude-revue 
comic, signed with Australian Broad- 
casting Commission for a series of 
air shows. 

Alec Coppell is credited with a hit 
in “Separate Rooms” for Whitehall 
Productions. Cast headed by Hal 
Thompson. 

Laurie Ellis, son of Gordon Ellis, 


by | 


British Empire Films, reported miss- | 
ing after an RAF operational flight | 


over Europe. 

Bunch of local baseballers 
crack U. S. Army team for the Gen- 
eral MacArthur Cup. 

Wouldn't surprise trade if Norman 
B. Rydge returns to feature produc- 
tion via Cinesound this vear, Ken 
G. Hall, director-producer, now mull- 
ing some yarns, 

Austral-American Productions ex- 
pects to get early release on “Red 
Skies at Morning.” local production. 
A.-M. also runs Tatler, Sydney, on 
product deal with Warners. 

George Wallace, local vaude-revue 


star, has comedy lead in Charles 
Chauvel’s local-made “Rats of To- 
bruk.” RKO. Hoyts and Charles 


Munro have stake in picture. 

E. J. Tait huddling with govern- 
ment officials to get permission to 
route dollars to New York for im- 
portation of Broadway shows and 
players. Tait has been battling for 
last four vears to get new legit shows 
out here. 


London 


Vera Lynn heading east for 12 
weeks to entertain troops. 

Jack Stanford, who underwent a 
serious operation, is now making a 
speedy recovery. 

Irwin Dash given new pact as 
managing director Irwin Dash Music 
Co. for seven years. 


“Salute the Soldier,’ Army show 


Eddie Cantor to Topeka, Kans., to | OMly at Stoll’s theatre. Kingsway, for 


three weeks, then on tour. 

Len Mitelle splitting with Maurice 
Winnick agency. but continues book- 
ing Winnick band for vaude. 

Molly Veness. recently in “Quiet 
Week-End” at Wyndham’s, signed to 
play Mary Clare role in “Ladies in 
Retirement” for ENSA. 

Harold Purcell’s play, “Rest Is 
Silence,” based on life of a Scottish 
murderess, being produced for 
George Black by William Armstrong. 

John Perry, while serving in 
Italy. scripted play from Kate 
O’Brien’s novel, ‘Last of Summer.” 
Novelist and playwright collaborated 
by mail. 


British film industry to set up 
committee to deal with problems 
affecting production of films for 


Army. Brigadier N. M. Carstairs, 
chairman. 
Having lost the Whitehall, now 


leased to stripper Phyllis Dixey, Ber- 
nard Delfont may stage peel shows 
at Winter Garden, which he has un- 
der lease. 

Michael Carr did two numbers, 
“Never Like This Before” and “Miss 
Brown.” for film, “Flight from Sin,” 
which Warner Bros. is producing at 
Teddington studios. Peter Maurice 
publishing. 

Usually West End shows get airing 


| by British Broadcasting Corp. after 


run, but Bernard Delfont gave BBC 
tryout of his American musical, 
“Something for the Boys,” 10 days 
before London Coliseum opening. 
Instead of filming “Saint Joan,’ 
Gabricl Pascal's first production will 


be “Caesar and Cleopatra.” “Joan” 
was barred by the government be- 
cause deemed untimely to revive 


stories about previous Anglo-French 
wars. 

First picture to be released under 
Eagle-Lion banner ‘(newly-formed 
Arthur Rank distributing organiza- 
tion) will be Noel Coward's “This 
Happy Breed.” Opens in London in 
May. and then goes on world distri- 
bution. 


Buenos Aires 


Central film moves offices. 

Carlos Borcosque plans 
two pix in Chile. 

Maria Esther Gamas signed by 
AAA for top role in “Pampa.” 

AAA finished shooting “E! Muerto 
Falta A La Cita” at Baires studio. 

Luis Cesar Amadori finishing 
shooting ol Sono * Anasionada- 
mente.” 

Pampa sending delegation to Men- 
doza for premiere of “Siete Mujeres” 
at Cine Gran Rex here. 

Lots of work going on in television 
trials with Experimental Institute 
now headquartered at Auto Club’s 
swank premises on Avenida Alvear. 

Jose Luis Jose Bustillo 
purchased site formerly occupied by 
Hotel Bristol in Mar de] Plata ‘top 
Latin American sea resort)-for Cine 


to make 


Gatti and 


beat | 


OBITUARIES 


T. HAYES HUNTER 

Thomas Hayes Hunter, 62, Amer- 
ican film ~director, more recently 
connected with a film rights agency 
died in London, April 14 of heart 
disease. 

Hunter began his theatrical ca- 
reer as stage manager with David 
Belasco. He was One of the pioneers 
in motion pictures. He directed many 
pictures for Goldwyn, including 
Basil King’s “Earthbound.” He went 
to England in 1928 as a director, 
and after several years of directing, 
he entered the agency field, and rap- 
idly developed his business. At his 
death he was the owner and man- 
aging head of Film Rights, Ltd., Eng- 
land's leading theatrical and motion 
picture agency, and of English The- 
atre Guild, Ltd., which handled ama- 
teur rights to plays throughout the 
United Kingdom. 

In 1937 he opened an office in Hol- 
lywood, under the name of British 
American Film Agency, Inc., and 
during the early war years main- 
tained an office at 1270 Sixth ave- 
nue, New York. He returned to Eng- 
land in 1943 because of the demands 
of his agency there. 

Among his many clients who are 
well known in America are Sabu, 
Richard Greene, Robert. Morley, 
Flora Robson, Reginald Denham, Ed- 
ward Percy and Roland Pertwee. 

In 1919 Hunter married Millicent 
Evans, who survives him, as do his 
two sisters. 

In accordance with’ expressed 
wishes, Hunter will be buried in an 
English country churchyard in Chit- 
tingford, Surrey. - 


SIGISMUND IVANOWSKI 

Sigismund Ivanowski, 68, noted 
portrait painter who painted por- 
traits -in character of many stage 
stars, died in Westmoreland, N. H., 
April 12. 

Among actresses he painted were 
Maude Adams as “Peter Pan,” Annie 
Russell as “Puck,” Margaret Anglin 
in “The Great Divide,” Ethel Barry- 
more in “Captain Jinks” and Mme. 
Modjeska jn “Lady Macbeth.” He 
also did portraits of Mrs. Fiske, 
Nazimova, Billie Burke, Emma 
Eames, Geraldine Farrar. One of his 
best known portraits was of Premier 
Ignace Jan Paderewski of Poland. in 
whose cabinet he had served. 

Survived by daughter and 
grandchildren. 


JOHN J. PIERCE 
John J. Pierce, 77, retired musi- 
cian of Metropolitan Opera orches- 
tra, died in Yonkers, N. Y., April 14. 
He started his show career playing 
with a circus band. 


| appeared in “Ceiling Zero,” 


; wood, April 8. 


two | 


While having no formal music ed- | 


ucation, Pierce was playing with the 
Pittsburgh Symphony and 
Philip Sousa’s band before 1900. 
He came to N. Y. in 1902, and was 
with thé Met for 16 years. Pierce 
also played for 12 summer seasons 
with Arthur Pryor’s band in Asbury 
Park, N. J. He retired in 1931. 
Survived by daughter. 


ENA GROSSMITH 
Ena Grossmith, 47, actress daugh- 
ter of George Grossmith, and last of 
well-known theatrical family, 
in London, March 21. 


in many comedies, and later beeame 
an examiner at the Royal Academy 
1}of Music. She was first woman re- 
gional commandant in London Civil 


Reports here indicate strong Bra- 

lan reception 10 Argentine 11S- 
torical pix “La Guerra Gaucha.” 
Francisco Petrone to Rio for open- | 

M . 
exico City 

Gae Miller. acrobatic dancer from 
|U. S.. at Follies. 

Joan Page. formerly with A. B. 
Marcus show, now at Montparnasse 
club. 


Jose Mercedes Garrido Flores. la- 
borer. killed in a fall on set at Azteca 
studios. 

Prof. Jose F. Vazquez out as direc- 
tor of National University’s station, 
Radio Universidad. 

Arturo de Cordoba gets $10,000 for 
single feature with Serma, reported 
a record for Mexico. 

Armando de Maria y Campos has 
quit as artistic director of National 
radio web, headed by stations XEFO 
and XEUZ here. 

Cantinflas claims he turned down 
a Paramount job with Jack Benny- 
Dorothy Lamour. Comic says he’s 
satisfied with Latin-American films. 


Defense. 
Survived by second husband, Wing 
Commander Montague Lambert. 
CHARLES SABIN 
Charles Sabin, 35, ballroom dancer 
who appeared in 
tres in this country and Europe, died 


died | 


John | 


Had appeared | 


niterie and thea- | 


“Streets 

of New York,” “Alcatraz Island” and 

“Arise My Love” among others. 
Survived by mother and father. 


SMITH HOWKER 

Smith Howker, 63, Canadian radio 
pioneer and supervising engineer at 
CBO (Ottawa) transmitter past 
10 years, died in Ottawa, April 9. 
Began with old Canadian National 
Railways station here. 

Survived by widow, son overseas, 
and daughter. 

WILLIAM I. JOHNS 

William H. Johns, 76, chairman of 
board of directors at Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborn, Inc., died in 
Flushing, N. Y., April 17. «Details in 
Radio Section). 


Howard Newkirk Clugston, 62. 


for 


ree 


tired actor and landscape painter, 
died April 5 in Hollywood. In his 
earlier years he toured VU. S. and 


Canada with light opera. 


MARRIAGES 

Vera Podlusky to Michel G. Bik- 
hanoff in New York skedded for 
April 23. Groom is with Don Cos- 
sack Chorus. 

Mary Dowell to Sigmund Hindley, 
Ft. Worth, Texas, April 12. Bride is 
former chorine, “Suttering Sam” 
Dowell, now Hollywood scripter for 
Warners. 

Alice,.Talton to Lou Kerner, Holly- 
Bride is a screen 
actress; groom was with the William 
Morris agency before joining the 
Army. 

Norma Eilleen Boring to Allen J. 
Wilder, in Hollywood, April 8 Bride 
is a former model; groom a song- 
writer. 

Florence Dempsey to Charles Tay- 
lor, New York, April 12. Bride is 
vaude and nitery singing comedi- 
enne: groom is public relations coun- 
sel for radio talent. 

Peggy Milne to’Corp. Dakin Coch- 
rane, April 13, Jersey City. Bride is 
legit and radio actress; groom radio 
scripter. 

Dorothy Milz to Charles Carlo- 
magna, New York, April 13. Bride 
is concert pianiste; groom is N. Y. 
agent for Italian films. 

Hollace Shaw to Major Clarence 
Turner Foster, Air Transport Com- 
mand, New York, April 12. Bride is 
professionally known as “Vivien.” 
coloratura soprano with Phil Spi- 
tainy’s “Hour of Charm.” 

Helena Fredericks to Geza Korvin, 
Greenwich, Conn., April 12. Bride is 
legit stage and radio actress: groom 
in pictures under contract to Univer- 
sal. 


Heather Angel to Capt. Robert B. 


| Sinclair, Beverly Hills, Cal., April 
15. Bride is a screen player. 
BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Dane Lussier. son, 
Hollywood, April 8 Father is a 
creen writer, 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Stern, Jr., 
daughter, April 4. Mother Nancy 
Stern. formerly in*charge legit dept., 
USO-Camp Shows. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Prince. son, 

| Pittsburgh, April 18. Father is ace 
portscaster for WJAS Pitt 

Mr. and Mi . Carroll Carroll, son, 
April 12, Hollywood. Father is chief 
cripter of Kraft Music Hall and the 
Coast Old Gold show for J. Walter 
Thompson. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Ames Bishop, 
daughter, Los Angeles. April 14. 
Father is an exec at Music Corpora- 
tion of America. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Cohn, son, 
April 18, Los Angeles Mother is 

| former film actress, Joan Perry; 
father president of Colun Pice 
tures, 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Spears. son, 
April 15, Los Angeles. Father is 
casting director at Universal 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Crosb: on, 
April 17, Los Angeles. Fathe is 
bandleader; brother of Bing Crosby. 


March 31 in New York. He was en 
route to Hollywood for picture rk 
nen he was taken off the train at 
Chicago and returned to New York. | 

Among’ his many partners were | 
Eleanor Ambrose and Merle Ruther- 
ford 

RAY HALLOR 

Ray Hallor, 44, former film and 
Stage actor and more recently a 
nitery operator, was killed in a 
head-on auto crash near Palm 


Springs, April 16. 

Hallor played juvenile roles in 
early silent pictures after appearing 
on the stage with Maude Adams and 
in the Gus Edwards revue. Arthritis 
attack’ forced his retirement from 
films nearly 15 years ago. 

DICK PURCELL 

Dick Purcell, 38, film actor, died 
suddenly after playing a round of 
golf April 10 in Hollywood. Orig- 
inally he played in stage shows in- 
cluding “Sailor Beware” and “Men 
in White.” Going into pictures, he 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Stock Burley for A. C. 


Globe theatre, Atlantic City. N. J., 
dark last season through the military 
having pgactical control of the 
boardwalk, is undergoing a _ face- 
lifting with approval of the War Pro- 
duction Board and will reopen with 
a stock burlesque policy. 

Henry Jaffe may be associated 
with house owners in new policy. 


Jerry Wald orchestra jumps to 
N. Y. Paramount theatre for first 
time, opening June 14 with Perry 
Como. Wald played twice at Strand 


and once at Roxy, N. Y. 
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Wednesday, April 19, 191) 


THANKS |.. the generous hospitality, the 


congenial surroundings, and the genuine friend- 
liness of everyone...all of which made our 
engagements most enjoyable. 


THANKS for the wonderful cooperation and 


outstanding advertising and publicity campaigns 
—which enabled us to establish new all-time 
records for Cleveland, Cincinnati and Columbus. 


THANKS .. Colonel Frudenfeld, Clem Pope, 


Joe Alexander, Lou Mayer and Harry Schreiber— 
grand fellows and real showmen. 


— Tommy Dorsey 


PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE ARTHUR T. MICHAUD 1619 B'WAY, N.Y. C. 


COLUMBUS 
$20,600 


in THREE 


TUES., WED., 
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